PA Townships Value Relationship

with Cable Industry

he Pennsylvania State Asso-
T ciation of Township Super-

visors salutes a longstand-
ing working relationship with
BCAP that has benefited millions
of our commonwealth's citizens.

PSATS members have had
successful partnerships with the
commonwealth’s cable companies
for decades. The result has been a
Pennsylvania-born technology that
continues to provide entertain-
ment, education, and communi-
cations services for generations of
our state’s citizens and businesses.

If there was ever a template
for blending technology provid-
ers with local government, our
70-year-old working relationship
with BCAP members is it.

PSATS looks forward to continu-
ing and growing its partnership
with broadband cable companies
in the years ahead to deliver ser-
vices to ALL Pennsylvanians!

PSATS

AT £

Ef \:
¢"‘.u i

Pennsylvania State Association
of Township Supervisors

David M. Sanko, Executive Director

4855 Woodland Drive
Enola, PA 17025-1291
Phone: (717) 763-0930

www.psats.org

September 29, 2020

=Tl VoRE NewsClips



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001wzkwNNUI17NxrOVDOHEZIR9Bl2C5YUdfBH12hGM-MR9_JnHWpM29LVi6q_6wBk-_CN2XA2HwlZgp_2T2EtrTZZMVO4jO4Dv1WU0C79touHNJn7NKJ37KOcoMB8ev06kuvRawLGmys8I=&c=dbXD8CFn4RHJGuwVklEqtVKk_3_gHln5kcP8eBNsqQcy-I8rQ8rWwg==&ch=r2G2BLfhgwyUzihdAVYVuVtmOct2ELxSty7vqTUGaVmf9Tg-r1qe6g==

LightReading
Rogers pledges to
plow $3B into
Quebec, retain
Cogeco brand

Fierce Video
Peacock adds
downloads for

offline viewing

Ars Technica
Verizon, AT&T to
pay $127M for
allegedly
overcharging
government
agencies

New York Times
Can Amazon
Conquer the World?

Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette

GOP leaders ask
U.S. Supreme Court
to halt Pa. voting
extension

The Hill

Judge orders
Georgia officials to

ClearFiber Inc. is making connections in Greene County. The Morgantown,
W.Va.-based company announced last week that it has connected the first 20
Greene customers to its newly constructed fiber-optic line.

Chad Henson, ClearFiber’s president and chief executive officer, said in a
news release that the company did research on Greene County and compared
the findings with data from the Federal Communications Commission. “We
found that of Greene County’s 36,220 residents, 23.7% (8,584 people) do not
have reliable access to the internet, and 3,500 residents have no internet
access at all.”

This is an issue throughout many areas, not just Greene, because of a
pandemic that has forced more people to work, learn and link up to vital
services — including telehealth — from home. “We were blown away to realize
just how many people didn’t have access to the internet, and we felt it was
necessary to address this issue head on,” Henson said.

The company began work on an 81-mile fiber-optic expansion project that
would create connections to 2,200 residences with no connectivity. ClearFiber
said this is an expansion of the mission it undertook when the company was
formed in 2016: to expand high-speed broadband to West Virginia. ClearFiber
says it offers speeds of 1,000/1,000Mbps. — Washington (PA) Observer-
Reporter

It's here: There are 35 days until Election Day, but voting has begun in
Pennsylvania.

Mail ballots are being printed and sent to the more than two million voters who
have already requested them, and counties are beginning to allow a type

of early voting at local elections offices. Some are opening satellite offices

as early voting sites. In a state seen as increasingly pivotal in deciding the
winner, the start of voting crosses a new threshold in the campaign, as people
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finally begin to formally weigh in on what has been seen as a day of reckoning
ever since the 2016 campaign ended. “We are gearing up for a very exciting
week,” Philadelphia elections chief Lisa Deeley said last weekend. The city’s
first 100,000 ballots were being mailed Monday, with 180,000 more to follow in
batches over the next few days. And its first satellite elections offices will open
Tuesday to allow people to vote early by requesting, receiving, completing, and
submitting mail ballots in one trip.

The fevered presidential campaign has drawn historic levels of interest,

with both parties painting it as an existential choice about the country’s future.
People are voting as polls consistently show Democratic nominee Joe Biden
holding a strong lead nationally, and a smaller but steady edge in
Pennsylvania, one of a handful of states likely to decide the outcome of the
contest between him and President Donald Trump. Polls also show a
remarkably stable race despite a year of historic upheaval — though another
set of events and revelations looms as voting starts, and after 2016, no one is
counting anything out. Trump and Biden will have their first debate Tuesday
night. The Senate is about to embark on a charged confirmation battle

over Trump’s Supreme Court nominee Amy Coney Barrett. And the New York
Times on Sunday revealed long-hidden details of the president’s tax returns,
including that he paid just $750 in federal income tax the year he was elected,
mostly because his vaunted businesses have lost piles of money.

The candidates will continue their frequent travels to Pennsylvania this week,
after Trump staged two rallies last week, just outside Pittsburgh

and Harrisburg. Vice President Mike Pence will be in Lancaster County for a
debate watch party on Tuesday, and Biden will stop in Johnstown on
Wednesday as part of a train tour through Ohio and Pennsylvania. Democrats
have so far been far more eager to vote by mail, requesting 1.5 million ballots
to date, compared with 535,000 from Republicans and 223,000 from people
who are independent or registered with a third party, according to data from
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the Pennsylvania Department of State. That gap, driven by

Trump’s false attacks against mail voting, gives Biden a greater chance to lock
in support now, ahead of Election Day, when personal emergencies, long
waits, or the coronavirus could deter some voters.

But it also carries risks, since casting mail ballots requires following a
sometimes confusing set of rules, creating tripwires that make mail votes far
more likely to be rejected than those cast in person. A raft

of litigation and legislative wrangling has left the very rules of mail voting up in
the air, adding to uncertainty about how such votes will be counted — and
increasing the likelihood that the results won't be known for days after voters
go to the polls.

The timeline for sending out ballots is slightly different in each of the state’s 67
counties — some have already begun mailing them and opening early voting
offices, others are still finalizing things — but officials expect to mail hundreds
of thousands of ballots this week. Allegheny County started sending ballots
Wednesday, and as of Monday had mailed about 106,000. More than 90,000
Delaware County ballots began printing this weekend, and will be mailed out
by the end of the week. Montgomery County’s first ballots go out Wednesday.
Chester County’s first ballots began going out at the end of last week — some
voters have begun receiving them — and the rest of them will be sent out by
midweek.

“There are going to be a lot of votes cast this week, so it's a big week,” said
Michael Pipe, chair of the Centre County commissioners. The county is mailing
ballots Wednesday to the more than 27,000 voters who have requested them
so far, and Pipe expects most of those voters to receive their ballots by next
Monday. This is the first year all Pennsylvania voters can vote by mail, if they
choose, thanks to a law passed last year, and the pandemic has fueled
massive demand for mail ballots. In the primary, just over half of all votes were
cast by mail. The Pennsylvania Department of State, which runs elections,
estimates that about three million votes will be by mail this election.

Both parties have tried to encourage mail voting. Campaigns like knowing their
supporters have already voted, and that their candidates won’t lose votes
because of Election Day mishaps, like a flat tire, illness, or simple
forgetfulness. But Trump has repeatedly disparaged the method, falsely
claiming it is rife with fraud and citing mail ballots as the reason he may not
accept the results of the election if he loses. Many GOP voters have followed
his lead, despite national, state, and county Republican organizations
encouraging mail voting.

Voters have been waiting to receive their ballots for months, with rising levels
of anxiety visible on social media posts and in emails to reporters. Elections
officials had hoped to send them in mid-September, but that was held up by a
Democratic challenge to the Green Party presidential ticket. When the state
Supreme Court removed the party’s ticket from the ballot on Sept. 17, it
cleared the way for ballots to be finalized and mailed. Counties rushed to
update their ballots so they could be printed.

The court’s rulings that day also extended the deadline for when completed
ballots can be returned and mandated that “naked ballots” mailed without an
inner secrecy envelope be thrown out. That further delayed the process as
counties updated instructions and envelopes. It was too late for some:
Philadelphia’s ballot instructions have been updated, but they’ll be delivered in
envelopes that declare, wrongly, “You must return your ballot to your county
election office by 8 p.m. on election day.” The court ruled they could be
accepted through the Friday after the Nov. 3 Election Day.

Some voters will have to wait a little longer. “We’re doing them in batches, in
waves,” said Lebanon County elections director Michael Anderson. “They’re
going to get there.” Because they’re being sent out in batches — and because
mail delivery times can vary — people may receive their ballots on different
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days, even if they live at the same address and applied at the same time. For
example, Lebanon County’s first ballots are being sent to voters who are not
registered as Democrats or Republicans. “You may have somebody where one
person in the household gets one and another didn’t,” Anderson said.

And Allegheny County has so many ballots to mail — almost 325,000 so far —
that it could take two weeks before they are all sent to voters. Voters can

use the Department of State’s online ballot tracker to see whether their ballots
have been mailed, though the data sometimes contain mistakes. Voters who
include email addresses when requesting mail ballots should receive
notification emails when those ballots are being mailed out. The hundreds of
thousands of ballots crisscrossing the state this week also signal another
change: The start of “early voting.”

While Pennsylvania does not have traditional early voting, the law expanding
mail voting also required counties to allow voters to receive mail ballots on
demand at county elections offices. That means voters who visit their county
office can request, receive, fill out, and submit a mail ballot on the spot. (Every
county has a different timeline for when it will allow early voting, so contact
your elections office to check.) Some of the state’s largest counties are also
planning to open satellite elections offices to make early voting more
accessible. “The excitement among voters to make their voice heard this fall is
high,” said Deeley, the chair of the Philadelphia city commissioners, who run
elections. “And we are equally excited to be able to provide them with safe and
convenient ways to do that.” — Philadelphia Inquirer

Stops in Pittsburgh, Latrobe, Greensburg and Johnstown will highlight
Democratic presidential candidate Joe Biden’s tour — by train — of Western
Pennsylvania on Wednesday. Mr. Biden, traveling to meet with voters and
workers the day after he debates President Donald Trump on national
television, will “talk about what he will do as president to create jobs, support
working families and build our economy back better,” according to his
campaign — which, as of Tuesday morning, hadn’t publicly released stop-by-
stop details about the tour.

The stops in the counties outside of Pittsburgh are to towns where Mr. Trump’s
campaign surrogates — and the president himself, at times — has visited, and
to where some Democrats have insisted the candidate visit to cut into GOP
margins and win back Pennsylvania this November. On the tour, Mr. Biden will
meet with workers and their families — union workers in steel, iron and
construction, among others — and voters who “Trump appealed to in 2016” but
has since forgotten, the Biden campaign says.

After stops in Cleveland and Alliance, Mr. Biden’s train will roll to Pittsburgh,
where he’s expected to speak about “his vision to help communities like
Pittsburgh who built this country recover” from the Trump presidency,
according to the campaign. He will then board the train to Latrobe — and
though it is unclear what he will do there, the campaign notes that Latrobe
is “reminiscent of Main Street towns like Scranton and across America” that
Mr. Biden says he’s fought for during his career. Mr. Trump headlined a rally
there earlier this month.

Then, Mr. Biden will continue eastward to Johnstown, where he'll deliver
remarks again — focused on Mr. Trump’s broken promise in 2016, the
campaign alleges, that he’d bring back jobs and reopen mills. The president’s
son, Donald Trump Jr., held an event in Johnstown last week. A map of Mr.
Biden'’s tour also includes Greensburg as a stop, but no further details were
available. Vice President Mike Pence rallied supporters there in July for

a “Cops for Trump” coalition event. — Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
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