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WHP-TV, Harrisburg 
Video: York County 
approves broadband 
expansion to 
improve 
connectivity 
 
Fierce Video 
Where AT&T, 
Charter and 
Comcast split on 
pay TV’s future 
  
Politico 
Poll: majority of 
Americans 
concerned about Big 
Tech’s economic, 
political power 
 
Telecompetitor 
First of its Kind FCC 
Retransmission Fine 
Decision Sets Stage 
for Future Fines 
Against 
Broadcasters 

A takeover battle by Rogers Communications and Altice USA to acquire 
Cogeco and its subsidiary has gone to the trenches with dueling letters this 
week. 
 
On the morning of Sept. 2, Rogers and Altice USA went public with an 
unsolicited offer to buy Cogeco and its subsidiary Cogeco Communications, for 
$7.8 billion in cash. The same day, Cogeco rejected the offer. Rogers 
Communications owns a 41% share in Cogeco and a 33% stake in Cogeco 
Communications while the Audet family owns 69% of the voting rights in 
Cogeco. Under the terms of the proposed bid, Rogers would gain control of 
Cogeo's Canadian assets while Altice USA would own U.S.-based Atlantic 
Broadband. 
 
In a Wednesday letter to Rogers CEO Joe Natale and Altice USA CEO Dexter 
Goei, Cogeco lead director James Cherry said Rogers and Altice USA 
engaged in "bad faith tactics, some of which created confusion in the market," 
in their offer. Cherry also said that Altice USA and Rogers had made their offer 
to Cogeco privately on Sept. 1, but then unexpectedly announced it the 
following day.   
 
“Your proposal of September 1, 2020 offered to respond to any questions we 
may have and concluded by stating that you looked forward to our response," 
Cherry said in Wednesday's letter. "However, minutes before the open of 
markets the following morning, without any warning and thereby depriving us 
of an opportunity to respond, you publicly announced your proposal in which 
you said that the support of the Audet family was necessary to complete a 
transaction, yet you failed to disclose that they had rejected your proposal the 
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prior evening. "We can only surmise that this was done with a view to 
misleading investors and increasing the stock price in an attempt to put 
pressure on the family to sell.” 
 
Cherry said the Sept. 2 offer acknowledged that Rogers and Altice USA 
needed to garner support from the Audet family, but failed to mention that the 
Audet family had rejected it the day before. On Tuesday, Altice USA and 
Rogers Communications sent a letter to Cogeco Executive Chairman Luis 
Audet that said: "Our offer was rejected without the directors and separately 
the independent directors undertaking any appropriate process."  
 
"We do not understand how you as a board member of Cogeco Inc. and 
Cogeco Communications Inc., with the responsibility to act in the interests of 
all of the stakeholders, could have behaved in this unacceptable manner," the 
letter said. The letter said near the end that Rogers and Altice USA wanted to 
meet with Cherry this week. 
 
In his response on Wednesday, Cherry indicated that Cogeco was moving on 
from Rogers and Altice USA's takeover bid by focusing on its $1 billion 
broadband investment in Canada over the next four years. "We will not 
engage in a futile exercise aimed at diverting the attention of management and 
key resources from our business operations while creating friction among our 
stakeholders," Cherry said. While Cogeco considers the talks done, Rogers 
and Altice USA aren't giving up. "We remain committed to pursuing this 
transaction and are open to engaging with shareholders and the boards in a 
constructive manner," they said in a joint statement on Wednesday. – Fierce 
Telecom  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Facebook Inc. is moving to curb internal debate around divisive political and 
social topics, Chief Executive Mark Zuckerberg said Thursday, after a spate of 
disputes and criticism that has fueled discord among staffers. 
 
The steps will include delineating which parts of the company’s internal 
messaging platform are acceptable for such discussions, and careful 
moderation of the discussions when they occur, Mr. Zuckerberg told 
employees at a company meeting, according to a spokesman. Employees 
shouldn’t have to confront social issues in their day-to-day work unless they 
want to, the CEO said. Specific details of the new policy are still being decided, 
with more information to come next week, but Mr. Zuckerberg said Facebook 
plans to “explore ways to preserve our culture of openness and debate around” 
its work, according to a spokesman. 
 
The planned changes will arrive amid a contentious U.S. presidential election 
that Mr. Zuckerberg has said he fears could lead to civil unrest, as well as a 
series of other controversies that have intensified discussion inside and 
outside Facebook over how it handles controversial content. Several 
employees recently have posted memos internally that leaked outside the 
company criticizing its content policies. Some employees last month pressed 
Facebook’s leadership to review its handling of hate speech in India, after a 
Wall Street Journal article detailing what current and former Facebook 
employees said was a pattern of favoritism toward that country’s ruling party 
and Hindu hard-liners.  
 
And a group of employees staged a virtual walkout in early June to 
protest Facebook’s decision to leave up a post from President Trump about 
social unrest that the employees said broke Facebook rules about inciting 
violence, prompting Mr. Zuckerberg to defend the decision in a highly charged 
employee meeting. Other companies also have struggled to balance employee 
freedoms with a desire to limit internal discord and division—especially in 
Silicon Valley, where companies have long encouraged more freewheeling 
company cultures. Alphabet Inc.’s Google last year issued guidelines limiting 
employee discussion of politics and other topics, saying staffers should avoid 
spending time hotly debating matters unrelated to their jobs.  
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Internal tensions have been heightened for some companies during the 
coronavirus pandemic, when many employees are communicating primarily 
using messaging systems such as Slack that can facilitate simple 
conversations but also become a forum for grievances and 
animosity. Restrictions on internal discussion are likely to be especially 
sensitive at Facebook, which has billed itself as a platform for free 
expression—and where Mr. Zuckerberg’s reluctance to put constraints on 
discussion of controversial topics by users has been a source of discontent 
among some staffers.  
 
Facebook employees have long had the ability to set their profile photo with an 
image expressing support for a particular cause, such as Black Lives Matter. 
And Mr. Zuckerberg said at the employee meeting that part of Facebook’s 
intention with the new measures is to ensure that Black employees and other 
underrepresented communities don’t face a hostile environment when they 
come to work. Facebook has voiced support for the Black Lives Matter 
movement, even as it has drawn ire from some activists for not doing enough 
to curb what they say is hate speech and incitements to violence on its 
platform. 
 
But Facebook has concluded that the regular discord that has erupted within 
the company over social-justice issues is untenable, according to current and 
former employees who spoke with the Journal.  “We deeply value expression 
and open discussion,” said Facebook spokesman Joe Osborne. “What we’ve 
heard from our employees is that they want the option to join debates on social 
and political issues, rather than see them unexpectedly in their work feed.” 
– Wall Street Journal  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Democrats in Pennsylvania succeeded Thursday in bouncing Green Party 
presidential candidate Howie Hawkins from the Nov. 3 ballot. That could prove 
critical in the race between President Donald Trump  and Democratic 
nominee Joe Biden. In 2016, Green Party candidate Jill Stein won almost 
50,000 votes in Pennsylvania, and Trump ultimately won the state by just 
44,000 votes, or less than 0.7% of the total. Pennsylvania is again expected to 
be a critical battleground state in determining who wins the White House.  
 
The state Supreme Court overruled Commonwealth Court Judge J. Andrew 
Crompton, who last week said  Hawkins could stay on the ballot but removed 
his vice presidential running mate, Angela Walker. The legal challenge had 
delayed the printing of mail ballots, which counties otherwise would have 
begun sending this week. Now the scramble to do so begins. There is no one 
single ballot, and county elections officials have to finalize hundreds or even 
thousands of ballot designs.  
 
Some counties, including Montgomery and Chester Counties, had begun to 
move forward with the Green Party on the ballot, with the hope of being able to 
quickly print and mail ballots once the challenge was resolved. (It’s easier to 
redesign a ballot to remove a candidate than to add one.) Those counties will 
now scramble to redesign ballots so they can be sent to voters. 
 
The Green Party tripped up on the state’s paperwork procedures when it filed 
nominating petitions on Aug. 3 for two stand-in candidates from Pennsylvania 
— Elizabeth Faye Scroggin for president and Neal Taylor Gale for vice 
president. No candidate affidavit was filed by the deadline for Gale, as required 
by state law. Scroggin faxed her affidavit to the Department of State by the 
deadline, but there was a delay in printing it.  The Green Party replaced 
Scroggin and Gale on Aug. 10 with Hawkins, a retired Teamster from New 
York, and Walker, a labor activist who drives a dump truck in South Carolina.  
 
The Supreme Court, in a split verdict, ruled that “Scroggin failed to comply with 
the Election Code’s strict mandate that she append an original affidavit to her 
nominating paper.” A defect “fatal" to her nomination disqualified Hawkins as 
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her replacement, the ruling said. Green Party attorney  Larry Otter said this is 
probably the end for Hawkins' fight in Pennsylvania, though he needed to 
check with the party to see what, if anything, it wants to do next. “This is the 
end of the state road," Otter said. "The only other option is federal court.”  
 
Pittsburgh attorney Clifford Levine, who has done legal work for the 
Pennsylvania Democratic Party, filed the challenge last month on behalf 
of Paul Stefano, chair of the Lawrence County Democratic Party, and Tony 
Thomas, who ran as a Democrat for City Council in Wilkes-Barre last 
year. An average of polling compiled by Real Clear Politics gives Biden a 4.3% 
lead in Pennsylvania, well within the margins of error for some pollilng. The 
Pennsylvania Democratic Party did not respond to requests for comment. 
– Chris Brennan’s “Clout” column in Philadelphia Daily News  
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