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Philadelphia Daily 
News  
Comcast CEO Dave 
Scott has never run 
a team, but he’s 
going all in as the 
Flyers’ new boss 
 
Fierce Wireless 
AT&T executives 
tease multiple billing 
schemes for 5G 
services 
 
Communication 
Law Center 
National EAS and 
WEA Tests 
Postponed Until 
October 3 
 
MarketWatch  
Sky bidding war may 
come down to 
sealed bids 
 
Ars Technica 
Amazon said to 
release eight new 
Alexa devices before 
year’s end 
 
CNBC  
Tim Cook says the 
new iPhones are so 
expensive because 
they replace most 
other gadgets you'd 
need 
 
York Daily 
Record  

California's new net neutrality legislation is "illegal," "anti-consumer," 
and reflects an attempt by "nanny-state" legislators to constrain 
consumers, Federal Communications Commission Chairman Ajit Pai 
said Friday. "Last month, the California state legislature passed a 
radical, anti-consumer Internet regulation bill that would impose 
restrictions even more burdensome than those adopted by the FCC in 
2015," Pai said in a speech delivered at the Maine Heritage Policy 
Center in Portland. "California’s micromanagement poses a risk to the 
rest of the country," Pai added, explaining that he believes that states 
can't legally regulate broadband traffic. "Internet traffic doesn’t 
recognize state lines. It follows that only the federal government can 
set regulatory policy in this area." 
 
California's law, SB 822, prohibits broadband providers from blocking or 
throttling traffic, charging higher fees for fast-lane service, and from 
exempting their own video streams from consumers' data caps. The 
measure awaits Governor Jerry Brown's signature. The bill largely 
restores the Obama-era open internet rules. Those rules, which were 
repealed last December by the FCC, prohibited broadband providers 
from blocking or throttling data and from charging higher fees for 
prioritized delivery. The former rules didn't explicitly ban companies 
from zero-rating -- or exempting material from subscribers' data caps. 
But the ex-rules contained a "general conduct" standard that had been 

interpreted as prohibiting some forms of zero-rating -- including AT&T's 
"Data Free TV," which allows wireless customers who purchase 
DirecTV to stream video without burning through their monthly data 
caps.  
 
On Friday, Pai specifically criticized the ban on zero-rating plans, 
arguing that consumers like data-cap exemptions. "These plans ... 
have proven enormously popular in the marketplace, especially among 
lower-income Americans," Pai said. "But nanny-state California 
legislators apparently want to ban their constituents from having this 
choice. They have met the enemy, and it is free data." California 
Senator Scott Wiener, who sponsored the bill, responded in a 
statement that the law is supported by "a broad coalition of consumer 
groups, groups advocating for low income people, small and mid-size 
technology companies, labor unions and President Obama's FCC 
chairman, Tom Wheeler." Wiener added that the new law "protects 
open internet access, the free flow of information, and innovation.” – 
CNET  
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Facebook Inc. had been haggling with financial firms over its access to 
users’ sensitive financial information for years, well before the social-
media company came under fire for its handling of personal data. As 
recently as last year, the social-media company pressed financial firms 
for the ability to use customer data flowing through its Messenger 
platform for a range of purposes, including advertising, according to 
people familiar with the matter and documents reviewed by The Wall 
Street Journal. Concerned about privacy, several firms negotiated 
bespoke agreements that limited how Facebook could use any 
financial information that would pass through its servers. 
 
The negotiations highlight a dilemma facing Facebook as it balances 
its need for detailed user data to better target advertisements and 
increase user engagement with concerns about how best to handle 
users’ most sensitive personal information. It is an issue that has taken 
on new importance following the uproar over Facebook’s ties to 
political analytics firm Cambridge Analytica, which accessed 
information on as many as 87 million users of the social-media network 
without their consent. 
 
Facebook has in recent months taken steps to give users more control 
over the massive cache of data it collects. Earlier this year, the 
company changed its privacy policy to more clearly spell out how it 
handles advertising and user data. In April, before the European Union 
began enforcing its General Data Protection Regulation privacy law, 
Facebook asked users to review information about different types of 
advertising. “Like many online companies, we partner with financial 
institutions to improve people’s commerce experiences, like enabling 
better customer service, and people opt into these experiences,” said 
Facebook spokeswoman Elisabeth Diana. “We’ve emphasized to 
partners that keeping people’s information safe and secure is critical to 
these efforts. That has been and always will be our priority.” She said 
Facebook hasn’t and doesn’t use consumer financial data for so-called 
ad targeting, or placing ads in front of specific audiences.  
 
Facebook’s negotiating stance with financial firms evolved over the 
years, ranging from asserting ownership of all data that passes through 
its servers to, later on, allowing financial firms to restrict its use of the 
information. Several of the deals were negotiated ahead of Facebook’s 
2017 developer conference, when more than a dozen companies in 
multiple industries, including financial services, launched services on 
Messenger. 
 
Prior to the launch, Facebook’s privacy policy said “we use all of the 
information we have about you to show you relevant ads.” In 
conversations with American Express Co. in 2016, Facebook 
executives said they wanted to use individualized cardholder spending 
data that passes through Facebook for a variety of purposes, 
according to a person familiar with the matter. That would have 
allowed them to use the data for ad targeting, the person said. 
 
The companies were discussing launching an AmEx chatbot on 
Facebook that would send transaction-level alerts to AmEx U.S. 
cardholders who sign up for the service. Those alerts function like 
purchase receipts that tell cardholders when their AmEx card has been 
used to make a purchase. AmEx didn’t want Facebook to use 
individualized data for anything besides servicing cardholders who 
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opted into the chatbot, the person said, and instead agreed to provide 
aggregated transaction data for ads and other purposes. 
 
After Bank of America Corp. reviewed Facebook’s terms, it decided it 
would move its clients who engage in private messaging with the bank 
on Facebook off of the site so that Facebook wouldn’t gain access to 
their financial data, according to a person familiar with the 
matter. When Wells Fargo & Co. launched a chatbot pilot with 
Facebook in 2017, it informed customers that Facebook would have 
access to their Messenger conversations with bank representatives, 
per its data policy. “Customers were cautioned that they should not 
enter account numbers or other sensitive data in their chatbot 
conversations,” a spokeswoman said. The 5,000-customer pilot ended 
in April. 
 
PayPal Holdings Inc., which allows users of the payment service to 
send money through Messenger, negotiated a custom contract that 
prohibits Facebook from using PayPal customers’ data for advertising 
or any of Facebook’s own commercial purposes, the company 
said. Western Union Co. , which also launched a Messenger-based 
money-transfer service at the 2017 developer conference, has a 
custom deal that “reflects our privacy obligations to our customers,” 
said spokeswoman Pia De Lima. 
 
The deals predate a more recent Facebook effort, reported by The Wall 

Street Journal last month, to form partnerships with big banks to offer a 
range of customer services through Messenger, including fraud alerts 
and a feature that would show its users their checking-account 
balances. The company said it wouldn’t use any information obtained 
through those services for ad-targeting purposes. Banks have been 
hesitant to give too much control to Facebook. At least one large U.S. 
bank pulled away from the Facebook talks because of privacy 
concerns, according to the earlier Journal report. – Wall Street Journal  
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