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Cogeco Inc., facing continued pressure from suitors Rogers Communications 
Inc. and Altice USA Inc., rejected takeover advances for at least the third time 
and said the companies were using bad-faith tactics to spur negotiations. 
  
In a testy letter to Rogers and Altice, Cogeco lead director James Cherry 
reiterated that the family-controlled cable provider isn’t for sale. “We will not 
engage in a futile exercise aimed at diverting the attention of management and 
key resources from our business operations while creating friction among our 
stakeholders,” he said.  
  
Cherry said he was responding to a Tuesday letter from Rogers that included 
“statements and unsubstantiated allegations” against the boards of Montreal-
based Cogeco and its subsidiary Cogeco Communications Inc. He posted a 
copy of the Rogers letter, which complained that the bid was “summarily 
dismissed” within a day without an “appropriate process.” In response to 
Cherry’s letter Wednesday, Rogers and Altice said they remained “committed 
to pursuing this transaction and are open to engaging with shareholders and 
the boards in a constructive manner.” 
  
The public fireworks began on Sept. 2, when the prospective buyers 
announced a $7.8 billion proposal that would let Altice acquire Cogeco’s U.S. 
assets while selling the rest to Rogers. Cogeco’s controlling family quickly 
spurned the offer. Gestion Audem -- the holding company for the Audet family, 
which has 69% of voting rights -- said it wasn’t interested in selling its shares. 
Independent board members also shot down the unsolicited offer. 
  
The refusal was seen as a negotiating tactic by some analysts and investors, 
and the suitors reiterated their interest in a deal. Louis Audet, president of 
Gestion Audem and Cogeco’s executive chairman, said on Sept. 7 that the 
rejection was “definitive.” Toronto-based Rogers said it would keep Cogeco’s 
headquarters in Quebec if its bid was successful -- a pledge aimed at heading 
off objections from the provincial government.  
  
Shares of Cogeo, meanwhile, soared 15% when the bid was announced on 
Sept. 2. And they’ve mostly maintained those gains, a sign investors are still 
betting that a deal is possible. Cherry sought to put that idea to rest on 
Wednesday. “We are fully confident our process was proper, and that we have 
given this matter the due care and attention that it deserves,” he said in the 
letter. “Cogeco will focus on what matters -- executing on our growth strategy.” 
– Bloomberg; read Cogeco’s letter to Rogers and Altice  
____________________________________________________________ 
  
Powerful technology companies are expected to face increased scrutiny no 
matter who wins the Nov. 3 election, but President Trump and challenger Joe 
Biden differ on some of the problems posed by Big Tech and how to solve 
them. 
  
In a second term, Mr. Trump and his appointees likely would maintain—and 
possibly accelerate—the broad-scale regulatory scrutiny of technology 
companies that marked his first term. That effort has included allegations of 
anticonservative bias online,antitrust investigations of internet giants such 
as Alphabet Inc.’s Google and Facebook Inc., and actions against Chinese-
owned apps such as TikTok and WeChat.  
  
Mr. Biden, the Democratic nominee, has also been critical of Big Tech’s market 
power. He and running mate Sen. Kamala Harris (D., Calif.) say they would 
support stricter antitrust oversight and online privacy rules. But the Biden camp 
has emphasized forcing social-media companies to better police their sites 
against false information, and taking government action to help workers under 
threat from innovations such as self-driving cars. 
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With Congress also focused on Big Tech, both candidates are likely to take a 
hand in legislative efforts to increase competition in digital markets, expand 
broadband access and protect consumers’ privacy. “The hands-off approach is 
gone, regardless of who wins the election,” said Gene Kimmelman, a former 
Obama administration antitrust official who recently co-wrote a paper calling for 
a new agency to regulate large digital platforms. 
  
The Obama administration—in which Mr. Biden served as vice president—
developed a tech-friendly reputation, hiring Silicon Valley veterans for key 
posts and declining to pursue antitrust complaints against Google and others. 
Some conservative and progressive tech critics alike worry that a Biden 
administration would take up that stance again, settling any antitrust cases 
brought by the Trump administration on lenient terms.  
  
Biden campaign spokesman Matt Hill declined to comment on the prospect for 
settling antitrust cases, but suggested Mr. Biden would be tough. “Joe Biden 
has long said one of the greatest sins is the abuse of power,” Mr. Hill said. 
“Many technology giants and their executives have not only abused their 
power, but misled the American people, damaged our democracy, and evaded 
any form of responsibility. That ends with a President Biden.” 
  
The Trump campaign says leniency ended with the incumbent’s 2016 election. 
The Justice Department in the Trump administration has been investigating 
Google for potential anticompetitive conduct in its search and advertising 
business, and is expected to file a case before the election that likely would 
carry over into 2021 and beyond. The Federal Trade Commission is 
also investigating tech companies for potential antitrust violations, including 
preparing a possible lawsuit against Facebook.  
  
During the Democratic primary, Mr. Biden didn’t join progressives calling to 
break up Big Tech firms, saying it would be premature to do so before a formal 
investigation. This summer, a policy task force Mr. Biden created with Vermont 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, his final Democratic primary opponent, recommended 
breaking up companies for anticompetitive behavior “as a last 
resort.” Nevertheless, Mr. Biden has said that antitrust enforcement hasn’t 
been strong enough and that tech firms deserve a hard look from the federal 
agencies that oversee competition. 
  
Mr. Trump hasn’t called for tech breakups either, though that is one possible 
outcome of the continuing antitrust investigations. A particular focus for a 
second Trump term would be legislation to scale back protections social-media 
companies enjoy under Section 230 of the 1996 Communications Decency 
Act, which gives them broad legal immunity for posted content and their efforts 
to moderate it. Mr. Trump says the law has been used to censor conservative 
viewpoints. 
  
Mr. Trump called for repeal of Section 230 in a Sept. 8 tweet, echoing a 
position Mr. Biden took earlier this year with a very different motivation. Even 
so, the law is considered foundational to the internet and has bipartisan 
support. Mr. Trump ordered regulatory agencies this year to consider tougher 
oversight of online companies under Section 230 when they don’t moderate 
users’ speech fairly or fail to live up to their promises relating to free 
speech. “It’s become evident that Big Tech believes they are the arbiters of 
truth online—but they have a clear blind spot when it comes to their bias 
against conservative voices,” said Samantha Zager, a Trump campaign 
spokeswoman. “President Trump will continue to advocate for an internet that 
embraces free speech over censorship.” – Wall Street Journal  
____________________________________________________________ 
  
On the surface, the battle between the legislature and Gov. Tom Wolf over 
high school sports might seem simple. It’s no surprise. They battle over 
everything. It’s easy to grasp. Lawmakers want high school sports now. Wolf 
doesn’t want high school sports this year. 
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KDhPpO9urilLctJfFv-4MEXsmdMJEUYt_AT0qdFoyv4gFrethG6W5AuBalrIej_hivC6xSum10wxoNcZJYl2279iJJmTVyLq5BZNUMfnfG52yU8n4cdi1T3_psghq99cLUpnKuTvHAmc6jx2GPQZCzwTTeY2MkdsABtlYOMF7W1dBn-0giuaIi2Nf4ASQay6SWRKkfHVDtoWdzWRQBySvZOsgdXY3a1NxHDJauo-djY=&c=QVh8YxYwJYDZKy5y0n1z__92SJ2dc1vJ6dbQuKLk-3rsDziFNp7-vA==&ch=wpqZj2CjZhwA_HyD8q_Mwj-Hf21RbKpsdsg5umFbh5u9WTAWY6-g1Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KDhPpO9urilLctJfFv-4MEXsmdMJEUYt_AT0qdFoyv4gFrethG6W5AuBalrIej_h34aIc94dhk6WsAZ5z2kKHBtG66nFScWiY1zPkGddns8UIgGrE9UP633Y8EZxqFzTKghqCGsU0-jEQDAKGBpNkoxe616I1vafDOyB_X-FKpT182-Y83o7GrGV0HAd5P6P4kpwM_nhcPLOw1wtcIwwsC17cTduDzNsIjHqPzvM2LYrN5dXBeWlPA==&c=QVh8YxYwJYDZKy5y0n1z__92SJ2dc1vJ6dbQuKLk-3rsDziFNp7-vA==&ch=wpqZj2CjZhwA_HyD8q_Mwj-Hf21RbKpsdsg5umFbh5u9WTAWY6-g1Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KDhPpO9urilLctJfFv-4MEXsmdMJEUYt_AT0qdFoyv4gFrethG6W5FaQGoBTPqPhFvTyNRmK4Jn82usXVfFnPiC4-CjVVn89kviN-rpFHgEJHTOOvrxUyoPUW8SnW_i9oZEBHRQ00Fig7aDDDfIvdcfvAowjoFs42RUJbmOiFVFpvGkL5WJwRUNMwWiCMvW0tusBX65Z-kMQNIrCIhQNIed7MWaUdeOC31__YnEu_aPXMYhNCF1YEXg0LnmeQ5vM&c=QVh8YxYwJYDZKy5y0n1z__92SJ2dc1vJ6dbQuKLk-3rsDziFNp7-vA==&ch=wpqZj2CjZhwA_HyD8q_Mwj-Hf21RbKpsdsg5umFbh5u9WTAWY6-g1Q==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KDhPpO9urilLctJfFv-4MEXsmdMJEUYt_AT0qdFoyv4gFrethG6W5FaQGoBTPqPhFvTyNRmK4Jn82usXVfFnPiC4-CjVVn89kviN-rpFHgEJHTOOvrxUyoPUW8SnW_i9oZEBHRQ00Fig7aDDDfIvdcfvAowjoFs42RUJbmOiFVFpvGkL5WJwRUNMwWiCMvW0tusBX65Z-kMQNIrCIhQNIed7MWaUdeOC31__YnEu_aPXMYhNCF1YEXg0LnmeQ5vM&c=QVh8YxYwJYDZKy5y0n1z__92SJ2dc1vJ6dbQuKLk-3rsDziFNp7-vA==&ch=wpqZj2CjZhwA_HyD8q_Mwj-Hf21RbKpsdsg5umFbh5u9WTAWY6-g1Q==


And it follows a familiar Pennsylvania COVID theme. Democrat Wolf is an 
overreactive duck-and-cover, my-way-only tyrant. The Republican legislature is 
thick with don’t-tread-on-me science-deniers willing to put lives at 
risk. Especially when it comes to football in an election year in a rural state 
where (without apology to Texas) “Friday Nights Lights” is a cultural 
touchstone. 
  
So, lawmakers pass a bill giving schools authority to make their own sports 
decisions, including crowd size. And Wolf says he’ll veto it. He’s got until 
Monday to do so. Or change his mind and sign it into law. Or allow it to 
become law without his signature. That’s the process. But there’s more going 
on here than process.  
  
This fight is different than dozens of earlier Wolf v. Legislature spats. This time, 
lots of Democrats join Republicans in opposing the governor. In fact, more 
than enough to help override a veto – unless, of course, D’s don’t believe in a 
bill they voted for. Wolf’s never been overridden. Says he “can’t conceive” of 
being overridden now. We’ll see.  
  
But the issue is scrambled. It slips around like a fumble in the mud. Wolf, in 
early June, released guidelines for high school sports.  Then, in early August, 
Wolf recommended no high school sports until 2021. Then state Health 
Secretary Rachel Levine stressed that Wolf has  “no plans” to ban high schools 
sports, and decisions to play rest with schools. And Wolf told schools districts 
and the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic Association,  “You do what you 
want.” They did. In the PIAA’s District III, covering 10 Central Pennsylvania 
counties, for example,  90 of 93 schools with football teams are set to play a 
2020 season.  
  
So, why pass legislation to give schools sports controls they already have and 
use? Three reasons: it’s an election year; the bill allows schools to set crowd 
size; and it’s an election year. GOP leaders see the issue as a winner, in a 
community/family/tradition sort of way; a positive to push (say it with me) in an 
election year. 
  
Oh, and in the scrambled category? Crowd-size limits set by Wolf (250 
outdoor; 25 indoor) are unconstitutional, according to Western Pennsylvania 
U.S. District Court Judge William Stickman IV. This past Monday he ruled such 
limits violate First Amendment rights to peaceable assembly. Wolf is appealing 
the ruling and seeking a stay to keep crowd limits in place. Meanwhile, high 
school football kicks off across the state amid reports of out-sized crowds 
showing up at games in Western Pennsylvania. (Stickman also ruled Wolf’s 
stay-home and biz-shutdown orders unconstitutional. Other courts have sided 
with Wolf. A Republican I know said of Stickman, “Yes! A judge who finally 
gets it!” A Democrat I know noted Stickman was never a judge on any court 
until President Trump put him on the federal bench last year.)  
  
The ruling against Wolf and the BIG 10 Conference decision to reinstate its 
collegiate football season won’t help the argument against high school 
sports. But the maddening truth behind all this is lingering doubt around the 
basic question – is it safe to play? You’d think almost certainly for non-contact 
sports. But football? Basketball? 
  
As a parent of sons who played these sports in high school and college, I know 
well the weight of the game, the totality of engagement from athletes that age. 
It is simply a love that grips heart and soul. Who wants to take that from their 
child? Yet, if play presents any chance of contracting a disease with possible 
long-term damage? Who wants that risk for their child, on top of routine risks 
involved in sport, and life in general?  
  
Too much pandemic guidance, both medical and governmental, is seen as 
motivated by or tarred with politics. Too much appears redundant or 
arbitrary. The result creates lack of trust and uncertainty about what’s right. It 
hands high school athletes and their families another worry – in an already-
worrisome time. – John Baer’s column in Harrisburg Patriot-News  
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