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The last six months during the pandemic have forced people to change how 
they work and go to school from home. That has been a big problem in 
counties with large rural areas that have limited internet service, including 
Wayne County. "For 10 years now, we've been meeting with consultants trying 
to come up with solutions. Most of the time, we don't have the money to put 
into those solutions to make them come to fruition. So, actually right now is a 
good time for us," said Wayne County Commissioner Brian Smith. 
 
Wayne County received funds through the federal CARES Act for projects 
affected by the coronavirus. County officials chose to use the $1.2 million to 
help get better internet to those without it. The commissioners met with local 
service providers to see where the biggest needs are.  
 
Bonnie Bond is the general manager at (BCAP system member) LHTC 
Broadband, which provides service in the Waymart area. "For a lot of people 
who still do not have adequate broadband and to have the grant money and 
help facilitate us getting services to those people is, it's just a great thing," said 
Bond.  
 
Extending broadband service in the county is also beneficial to school districts 
that have students doing classes virtually. The superintendent at Western 
Wayne says while most of the students are back to in-class learning, it's good 
to know that internet service may be better for those students who don't have it 
now after it gets installed. County commissioners say the biggest hurdle they 
will face is getting it finished by the end of the year, especially for the providers 
that have to get the supplies on short notice. 
 
"One of our other areas that may have some fiber on hand because stuff is 
difficult to get in that short of time, along with the planning and the building. 
We're trying to work on some things and get some things together because this 
grant money would be great," said Bond. "Even though the timeframe is really 
tight, we actually feel pretty positive about putting really good decisions in play 
and paying for the right stuff to get the best bang for these bucks, so to speak," 
said Wayne County Commissioner Jocelyn Kramer. – WNEP-TV, Wilkes-
Barre/Scranton (see video of interview with LHTC Broadband’s Bonnie 
Bond)  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
The rural internet expansion bill, sponsored by state Sen. Wayne Langerholc 
Jr., R-Richland Township, was passed by the Pennsylvania Senate 
Tuesday. “The COVID-19 pandemic has brought into view what we in rural 
Pennsylvania have known for some time – broadband is essential to 
connectivity, education, safety and productivity,” Langerholc said in a 
release. “The time is now to ensure all state residents are afforded the same 
opportunities.” 
 
Senate Bill 835 creates a government grant program for high-speed broadband 
internet providers to expand into rural areas of the state that don’t already have 
access to reliable networks. High-speed boradband is defined as 25 megabits-
per-second download speeds and three megabits-per-second upload. Those 
companies are responsible for 20% of the funding for any project, and that 
portion cannot include other state or federal grants, according to the bill. Any 
unused amount of the grant must be returned to the authority after the project 
is completed. 
 
There’s a $5 million designation from the state general fund for the fiscal year 
of 2020-21 being granted to this program. That appropriation, along with future 
funds, will be managed by the Commonwealth Financing Authority, which is 
created by the bill. Companies interested in the rural expansion program will 
have to apply to the authority with detailed plans and proof of the applicant’s 
ability to establish and maintain high-speed broadband. 
 
There also needs to be a description of the area, including a list of census 
blocks covered by the proposed project, and certification that none of the 
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money will be used to expand in an area that already has access to high-
speed broadband. Langerholc’s bill was sent to the Senate Communications 
and Technology Committee on Aug. 26, 2019, and sat there until the end of 
June this year before it was amended and given first and second 
consideration. 
 
The adjustments made during that time were “technical” and the legislation 
moved on to the appropriations committee. During the third consideration, the 
bill was passed unanimously 50-0. – Johnstown Tribune-Democrat  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
It’s not often that we have an opportunity to report that a piece of legislation 
received bipartisan, unanimous approval, but all is good when there is 
complete agreement that rural areas of Pennsylvania deserve reliable, fast 
internet service. 
 
The state Senate on Tuesday adopted — with a unanimous 50-0 vote — 
Senate Bill 835, which would authorize funding for high-speed broadband 
infrastructure development in underserved regions across the 
commonwealth. The bill would establish a grant program to extend deployment 
of facilities that are currently providing broadband service and would limit the 
funding to those entities that have demonstrated the ability to build and 
administer the systems. 
 
The bill also requires that the funding be used only in underserved areas that 
have much slower internet services than those routinely found in larger 
communities, and requires that entities competing to build and operate the 
broadband services contribute 20 percent of the total project 
costs. “Representing an area the majority of which is rural, I see firsthand how 
many of my constituents do not have access to reliable high-speed internet,” 
said state Sen. Wayne Langerholc, Jr., who serves Bedford and Cambria 
counties and a portion of Clearfield County. “Reliable high-speed internet 
affords access to more educational opportunities and more high paying jobs,” 
he wrote in a memo to colleagues. 
 
The disparity between lightning-fast internet services in cities and larger 
communities as opposed to slow or no internet services in rural regions is 
referred to as the “digital divide.” It has been a lingering problem for years, but 
has become more pronounced during the coronavirus pandemic as schools 
were forced to implement online educational programs for students and 
residents who turned to digital technology to stay in touch with isolated family 
and friends. 
 
Fortunately, local officials also are working to end the digital divide. County 
commissioners in Northumberland, Snyder, Union and Columbia counties 
signed on with Montour County-based DRIVE — Driving Real Innovation for a 
Vibrant Economy — dedicating portions of their federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security (CARES) Act allocations to develop plans for rural 
broadband technology that could eventually serve more than a quarter-million 
residents across the region. 
 
Expansion of high-speed internet services into rural areas will be a complex 
effort. Advocacy from all levels of government will be necessary to finally bring 
faster, reliable online access — the same services offered to those in 
populated regions for years — to those who live and work in rural 
Pennsylvania.  We wish DRIVE the best in its efforts this year, and encourage 
state legislators to keep rural broadband expansion bills moving toward the 
governor’s desk. – Sunbury Daily Item  

 



 

   

 

  

 


