
 

 

Confirm your registration and sponsorship.  More at bcapa.com.   
 

 

 

 

September 6, 2019 
 

Philadelphia 
Business Journal  
Comcast unveils 
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The Hill 

On Thursday, BCAP Chairman Fran Bradley of Atlantic 
Broadband testified before the Senate Communications & 
Technology Committee’s hearing on rural broadband in Fayette 
County. This article in today’s Uniontown Herald-Standard covers 
the hearing.   
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Eight million people in eight years. 
 
That’s how many low-income residents nationwide have been 
connected to the internet through Comcast’s Internet Essentials 
program since its 2011 inception, the company announced at three 
Pittsburgh venues Thursday. Comcast, in a news release, called the 
program “the nation’s largest, most comprehensive, and most 
successful low-income broadband adoption initiative.” Internet 
Essentials serves eligible low-income households, plus individuals with 
disabilities and seniors. 
 
Of those 8 million U.S. residents, the Philadelphia-based company 
noted that 680,000 live in Pennsylvania and 120,000 in the Greater 
Pittsburgh Metropolitan Area. Spokeswoman Josephine Posti said 
1,100 Washington County families have signed up since 2011. 
 
A Comcast executive, David L. Cohen, arrived at the three locations 
bearing gifts. His first stop was at an event co-hosted by Mayor Bill 
Peduto at the Veterans Leadership Program facility on South Side, 
where Comcast presented free laptop computers to 30 veterans. An 
assembly at The Neighborhood Academy in Stanton Heights followed, 
where Cohen announced a grant for the private school’s STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Math) curriculum and Comcast’s 
intent to help the academy develop advanced digital literacy skills. 
Students received free laptop computers and opportunity cards for six 
months of free internet service at home. 
 
Comcast then joined Strong Women Strong Girls Pittsburgh in an 
assembly at Dilworth Elementary School, a public school where Cohen 
announced two grants, including a Dell equipment grant to SWSGP. 
Students also were presented with free laptops and opportunity 
cards. For more information, or to apply for the program in seven 
different languages, visit www.internetessentials.com or call 1-855-846-
8376. – Washington (PA) Observer-Reporter  
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Blue Dog Democrats 
urge action on 
election security 

 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
State attorneys general are formally launching separate antitrust 
probes into Facebook Inc. and Alphabet Inc. ’s Google unit starting 
next week, according to people familiar with the matter, putting added 
pressure on tech giants already under federal scrutiny. The Google 
probe is expected to be announced at a news conference outside the 
U.S. Supreme Court on Monday, with a bipartisan group of about three 
dozen state attorneys general joining the effort, the people said. The 
investigation will be led by Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton, a 
Republican, the people said. The attorneys general will examine the 
impact of Google on digital advertising markets, this person said, as 
well as potential harms to consumers from their information and ad 
choices being concentrated in one company.  
 
Separately, an overlapping bipartisan group of attorneys general led by 
New York Attorney General Letitia James, a Democrat, is organizing a 
probe into social media company Facebook, according to these 
people. “We continue to engage in bipartisan conversations about the 
unchecked power of large tech companies,” Ms. James said in a 
statement to the The Wall Street Journal when asked for comment on 
the probe. “The attorneys general involved have concerns over the 
control of personal data by large tech companies and will hold them 
accountable for anticompetitive practices that endanger privacy and 
consumer data.” 
 
Facebook recently agreed to shell out $5 billion to settle Federal Trade 
Commission allegations that it repeatedly used deceptive disclosures 
and account settings to lure users into sharing personal information, 
and remains under federal scrutiny for issues including whether it 
acquired companies such as Instagram to stave off 
competition. Facebook declined to comment.  
 
Google, which is facing a Justice Department antitrust probe, said it is 
cooperating with the inquiries. “Google’s services help people every 
day, create more choice for consumers, and support thousands of jobs 
and small businesses across the country,” said Google spokesman 
Jose Castañeda. “We continue to work constructively with regulators, 
including attorneys general, in answering questions about our business 
and the dynamic technology sector.” The action by the attorneys 
general, which has been anticipated for weeks, could possibly be 
expanded to other companies beyond Google and Facebook, some of 
the people said.  
 
Public opinion polls suggest Americans are increasingly growing 
disenchanted with tech companies, in particular social media platforms, 
even as they remain hooked on their services.  One of the main 
concerns among regulators, lawmakers and state attorneys general is 
the dominant role a handful of big tech companies have in commerce 
and communications. “The extreme concentration in the technology 
industry is bad for the consumer, and in our opinion it’s bad for 
America,” Tennessee Attorney General Herbert Slatery III said at a 
June hearing on antitrust concerns in the tech industry, flanked by two 
other state attorneys general. “The concentration has stifled innovation 
with market distortions [in] research and development, as 
entrepreneurs avoid competing with Google and Facebook and other 
tech giants. So we need to do something about that.”  
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For now, it appears unlikely the state and federal investigations will be 
formally coordinated. But the federal enforcers have been meeting with 
state attorneys general, and closer cooperation could develop as the 
probes move forward. “The FTC values our cooperative relationship 
with the AGs and routinely coordinates on tech and antitrust issues,” a 
spokeswoman for the FTC said. The Justice Department didn’t 
immediately respond to a request for comment. 
 
The participation of so many attorneys general of both parties in the 
probe is potentially worrisome for the big tech companies. About 20 
attorneys general were involved in the federal government’s last major 
tech antitrust case, against Microsoft Corp. , two decades 
ago. Microsoft eventually agreed to an array of conditions in that case, 
including making the Windows platform more accessible to third-party 
software developers.  
 
At a minimum, the attorneys general’s involvement this time is sure to 
add complexity and cost for the companies. For instance, the state 
attorneys are often able to extract large fines in antitrust cases, in 
circumstances where federal enforcers can’t. The involvement of the 
attorneys general also lends a bipartisan gravitas to the antitrust 
probes, making it harder for the companies to attack them as politically 
motivated. At the same time, the state attorneys will face the challenge 
of coordinating complex investigations among so many offices. Some 
attorney general offices, particularly in smaller states, also lack the 
personnel and resources to throw into the demanding job. – Wall Street 

Journal  
 

 

   

 

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X2YGY0TxXijxzHBx-MVrgg_eH9ukqLV3WrZd8Fwq_0oyuCYB_67LR1DtjfSuZxgXKmCVtXpYNHntO7eYErxOMEZ9nlvn5JlkGyD7Tbb8xOy95-Ve2PNzHfhHjZ1mCErm-lc6I494Fh3dLUrHGV0V6UAB_3VdYLe9XaicCXF-xdyGO8fYJDwUK3lTJtmNJvRdANHwam28j9DO_pMas6pugZC7hVqOKmTrBwy0WhssxZ1sruVc8NXDN3X5Oz8E1WBkBzy9wn2f1V7Eg32MsvWLtyMvs7MMJWiVGOMJZmfcy9w=&c=Zbj0_GdBzxZA-zPP10XSr-4q0cObuX272Y33tiq2qabgZhcHSfMujA==&ch=mx3U1HJwHYK9JmBmil80NzJC5qYhlz93rhnpsxww0KhjdEMWUSxBVQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001X2YGY0TxXijxzHBx-MVrgg_eH9ukqLV3WrZd8Fwq_0oyuCYB_67LR78kzQcRzlDnZUccZkabCr1icpAlxfUYeFLzX6jTVMN1n-YIXltYiKdg7fROYK3W0srRoITRP8VyXEVGu1tR9JF747x0PrKGArTZnCTHhJUn92Q9ZKkiTH11UBoAzH246dbnjw5JgST5JjQzKXfVY3t4B5tf7Rc-bs9J7kLjdjeZUImO-6EKlKultqEiX5E7wnH8Fgtj4kVXBvolfLcdpGuJDnjnL7Umk-ie0aHf_3or&c=Zbj0_GdBzxZA-zPP10XSr-4q0cObuX272Y33tiq2qabgZhcHSfMujA==&ch=mx3U1HJwHYK9JmBmil80NzJC5qYhlz93rhnpsxww0KhjdEMWUSxBVQ==

