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Twelve major telecommunications companies have agreed to take 
steps to make it easier for people to block illegal robocallers, Attorney 
General Josh Shapiro announced Thursday. 
 
The companies — AT&T, Bandwidth, CenturyLink, Charter, Comcast, 
Consolidated, Frontier, Sprint, T-Mobile, US Cellular, Verizon, and 
Windstream — have pledged to adopt eight principles targeted at 
improving prevention and enforcement of illegal robocalls. “Robocall 
scams are not simply an annoyance—they are illegal, and they are 
used to take advantage of our seniors and other vulnerable 
populations,” said Attorney General Josh Shapiro. “I’ve heard the 
people of Pennsylvania loud and clear that they want action.” 
 
Concerns about robocalling have been increasing. AARP released a 
report earlier this summer that found that more than half of adults in 
Pennsylvania surveyed said they get seven or more robocalls a 
week. That survey also found that 57 percent of those adults surveyed 
were likely to talk to the scammers, especially if the message contains 
a threat — like unpaid taxes or facing jail time for missing jury duty. 
Under the agreement announced Thursday, the phone companies 
agreed to help both prevent robocalls and help law enforcement crack 
down on illegal robocallers. 
 
Among the planned steps, according to Shapiro: The 
telecommunication companies will offer free call blocking services for 
customers and monitor their networks for robocall traffic; They will also 
implement new technology to authenticate that callers are coming from 
a valid source; To help law enforcement bust illegal robocallers, the 
companies have also agreed to alert authorities when they see 
evidence of illegal robocalling and to help trace calls once they are 
deemed suspicious; The telephone companies will also require any 
service providers they contract with also cooperate with efforts to trace 
the identity of robocallers. 
 
Residents who want to file a complaint about phone calls that appear 
to be violating the state’s Do Not Call law should document the name 
on Caller ID if available or the name of the caller as identified on the 
phone, said Karissa Hand, a spokeswoman for Shapiro’s office. In 
addition, the caller should document the time and date of the call, and 
what the caller was offering, she said. To file a complaint, consumers 
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registered on PA’s Do Not Call List can visit www.attorneygeneral.gov 
and select the Do-Not-Call complaint form.  
 
The state’s Do Not Call law provides that residents illegally targeted by 
robocallers can receive compensation for filing a complaint, Hand 
said. “If the Office of Attorney General takes action based on reports of 
violations of the DNC law, the consumer may be eligible for up to $100 
if he or she filed a DNC complaint,” Hand said. In June, the attorney 
reached settlement agreements with two telemarketing companies — 
Yodel Technologies and Life Energy — that resulted in 64 people each 
getting $100 for having received illegal robocalls, according to 
information provided by Shapiro’s office. 
 
More than 3.7 million people are registered on Pennsylvania’s Do-Not-
Call list. The attorney general’s office received 618 complaints about 
illegal robocalling last year, according to information provided by 
Shapiro’s office. Thursday’s agreement was reached through the 
efforts of a coalition that included the attorneys general from every 
state in the country, Shapiro said. The attorney general is making 
combatting robocallers a priority, Shapiro said. 
 
In May 2019, he led a bipartisan coalition of 42 attorneys general in 
calling on the Federal Communications Commission to take further 
action to stop the growing proliferation of illegal robocalls and spoofing. 
In August 2019, the FCC adopted new rules banning malicious caller 
ID spoofing of text messages and foreign calls. – cnhi.com  
 
Charter released the following statement on Thursday: “Today, Charter 
joined with 51 State Attorneys General in a collaborative effort to help 
end annoying and fraudulent robocalls. Charter remains committed to 
ensuring that our customers have a broad range of tools to combat 
robocalls by implementing the SHAKEN/STIR call authentication protocol 
by the end of the year. We appreciate this State AG initiative led by North 
Carolina Attorney General Josh Stein, New Hampshire Attorney General 
Gordon MacDonald and Indiana Attorney General Curtis Hill and their 
collaboration with voice service providers like us to take another 
important step to help protect consumers from harmful robocalls.”  
_______________________________________________________ 
News Corp is developing a news-aggregation service meant to 
address concerns that Alphabet Inc.’s Google News and other digital 
platforms don’t reward publishers’ work adequately and play down 
articles from certain types of sites, according to people familiar with the 
plans. The service, currently called Knewz.com, is expected to be a 
website and a mobile app. An early version is being shown to a small 
group of News Corp executives and an official launch could come later 
this year, though no specific timeline has been set, the people said. 
The company could still decide not to proceed with the project, they 
said. 
 
The service will draw from hundreds of news sources, including 
national outlets such as The Wall Street Journal, New York Times, 
Washington Post and NBC News, digital-native players, magazine 
publishers and local newspapers, the people said. News Corp owns 
Dow Jones & Co., which publishes The Wall Street Journal. The 
articles on Knewz.com will link directly to publishers’ sites, and News 
Corp won’t take a cut of the advertising revenue the articles generate. 
News Corp also expects to share data with those publishers. The 
service will aim to promote original news reports rather than those that 
are quick rehashes of existing articles, and it will treat subscription 
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news sites the same as nonsubscription sites in determining which 
articles to link to, the people familiar with the plans said. 
 
News Corp isn’t striking licensing deals with media companies for the 
service, since it is simply linking out to their sites without hosting their 
content on its platform or charging for it, one of the people said. The 
project aims to give exposure to smaller outlets that News Corp 
executives believe are often demoted in Google’s search results and 
Facebook Inc.’s social feed, the people said. That includes publishers 
with conservative audiences such as the Daily Wire, the Daily Caller, 
the Washington Free Beacon and the Washington Examiner, 
according to some of the people. Others said the idea is to highlight 
deserving news stories, regardless of politics, noting that progressive 
sites such as Daily Kos and ThinkProgress are included. 
 
Representatives for Google and Facebook had no immediate 
comment. The companies have said their algorithms don’t rank or 
prioritize content based on the political leanings of news 
organizations. News Corp is preparing an advertising-sales strategy for 
Knewz.com, and there will be a marketing push for the launch, people 
familiar with the plan said. Some of the people said the hope is that it 
could potentially give News Corp more leverage in its relationship with 
Google and other platforms. “We are exploring this with the goal of 
recognizing and rewarding the provenance of journalism, and to drive 
traffic and data to publishers—including subscription sites—so their 
original work is respected,” said James Kennedy, a spokesman for 
News Corp. “We want people to see a wide spectrum of news and 
views, from local, niche and national sources, without bent or bias.” 
 
The service will select stories to surface through a combination of 
human curation and software that will scan a variety of publications, 
people familiar with the plans said. Garnering consumer attention for a 
startup news-aggregation product could be difficult. To manage the 
project, News Corp has brought in Noah Kotch, a veteran media 
executive who has previously worked for NBC News and Fox News, in 
addition to an earlier stint at News Corp, the people familiar with the 
plans said. 
 
News Corp Chief Executive Robert Thomson has been a vocal critic of 
Google and Facebook and how the algorithms built into their platforms 
affect the reach publishers get for their news articles. Mr. Thomson has 
suggested the creation of a so-called Algorithm Review Board that 
would allow for more transparency into how they operate. In 2017, 
following pushback from News Corp and other companies, Google said 
it was ending a policy that downgraded articles in search rankings if 
they required users to have a subscription to read them. Still, concerns 
from publishers have persisted over a range of issues. – Wall Street 

Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
What happens when an intriguing development sails headlong toward 
a provocative rumor in Pennsylvania politics? Sometimes, they fly right 
by each other without colliding. 
 
First, the development: Political players connected to billionaire George 
Soros filed on May 2 to create an independent expenditure political 
action committee to support statewide and local candidates in 
Pennsylvania. That PAC is run by the same folks who set up another 

Soros-funded PAC to support Larry Krasner in the 2017 Democratic 
primary for Philadelphia district attorney.  
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Then, the rumor: The hot chatter in Harrisburg and Southeastern 
Pennsylvania is that Krasner’s wife, Common Pleas Court Judge Lisa 
Rau, who is stepping down from the bench on Oct. 4, may intend to 
challenge Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro in next April’s 
Democratic primary. Shapiro was publicly assailed two weeks ago by 
Krasner. A Nazi analogy was invoked. It was a thing. Shapiro 
allies quickly piled on Krasner. Lots of bad blood.   
 
Any connection between the development and the rumor? Turns out, 
no. Whitney Tymas, chairperson of the new PAC — Pennsylvania 
Justice and Public Safety — on Thursday said it “will not be involved” 
in the Democratic primary for attorney general. She didn’t lay out what 
it will be involved in, however. The Soros camp tends to keep quiet 
about plans. Tymas served as treasurer of the PAC that spent nearly 
$1.7 million to help Krasner win in 2017 and has operated other Soros-
funded PACs dedicated to electing prosecutors around the country.  
 
Krasner and Rau did not respond to requests for comment. Shapiro, 
who received $5,000 from Soros during his 2016 campaign, stayed 
mum, too. Clout’s rumor forensic team’s best guess: Rau’s 
announcement two weeks ago that she is leaving the bench two years 
before the end of her second 10-year term inadvertently sparked 
speculation that she is targeting Shapiro. Krasner’s praise then for his 
wife, when he called her “the finest insurgent political candidate I ever 
saw when she ran for judge,” may have helped fuel that. Rau, who has 
said she is ready “to move on to my next adventure,” is limited in what 

she can say about politics or other ambitions until she leaves the 
bench. We hear that Shapiro, widely expected to run for governor in 
2022 if he secures a second term next year, has been keeping close 
track of the Rau rumor. That probably tickles Krasner. – Chris 

Brennan’s “Clout” column in Philadelphia Daily News  
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