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Fierce Video 
Mediacom defends 
Charter’s request to 
sunset data cap 
restrictions 
 
NextTV 

This year marks the centennial celebration of the 19 
th

 Amendment’s adoption 
giving all women the constitutional right to vote. PCN proudly commemorates 
women’s suffrage this August with special programming that focuses on the 
struggles and triumphs women faced fighting for the right to vote throughout 
Pennsylvania and the nation. Wednesday, August 26, we celebrate Women’s 
Equality Day with a marathon of programming honoring 
women. Visit pcntv.com/womens-vote-centennial to watch FREE video on 
demand. PCN, celebrating Pennsylvania. – PCN  
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Americans Spending 
$1B a Month More 
on Streaming Amid 
Pandemic 
 
Washington Post 
When regulators fail 
to rein in Big Tech, 
some turn to 
antitrust litigation 
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Opening day at AMC 
movie theater had 
15-cent tickets, face 
masks and limited 
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How Kamala Harris 
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Facebook pushes 
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FTC hearing 
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‘Nation’s eyes are 
on us’: Pa. in swing-
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Biden accepts 
nomination, Trump 
stumps near 
Scranton 
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worthy agenda, Pa. 
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Trump questions 
Biden's Scranton 
roots, predicts 
chaos under 
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The 52 power outages reported across Pennsylvania in 2019 marked a record 
high since the state Public Utility Commission began collecting reliability data 
27 years ago, the agency reported. The “reportable outage events,” mainly 
caused by severe thunderstorms that downed trees, interrupted service to 
about 2 million customers statewide, according to the PUC’s latest Electric 
Service Reliability Report.  
  
One thing the 111-page study makes clear is that trees continue to be the key 
factor in declining service reliability, particularly trees that are located outside 
utility rights-of-way, said Nils Hagen-Frederiksen, PUC press 
secretary. Downed trees or limbs are the top cause of electric service outages 
across the state, he said. Tree damage during major weather events caused 
about 1 billion customer minutes of service interruptions last year. “As noted in 
the report, utilities are stepping up vegetation management to address trees in 
their rights-of-way and the commission continues to press for greater 
collaboration and coordination between utilities and private property owners 
regarding off-rights-of-way trees — as well as infrastructure improvements to 
help harden key systems to make them less vulnerable,” Hagen-Frederiksen 
said. 
  
The PUC’s David Hixson added that while electric companies are intensifying 
necessary vegetation management on their right-of-way corridors, it is other 
trees causing most of the damage. Hixson, deputy press secretary, noted 
those problems often result in road closures that lead to significant delays in 
power restoration and negatively impact the reliability and resilience of the 
state’s electric distribution system. 
  
With the report showing the resilience of the overall electrical distribution 
system continuing to trend negative and increased concerns about future 
performance, Hixson said the commission has taken steps. The report notes 
the commission made a series of recommendations, including enhanced tree 
trimming and vegetation management initiatives by electric companies, 
coordination and collaboration between electric utilities and property owners to 
better address concerns about trees outside utility rights-of-way and continued 
accelerated replacement of aging infrastructure. 
  
Hixson said the commission recommends potential legislative relief that will 
grant utility companies the authority to remove or trim danger trees that are off 
their existing right-of-way. Such relief could include granting utilities the ability 
to trim, top-off or remove trees that can potentially fall onto power 
conductors. According to data supplied in the report, the worst power outage 
last year occurred during a windstorm on Feb. 24 that caused 663,000 service 
interruptions for electric utility customers in seven of the state’s 11 electric 
distribution companies. 
  
Duquesne Light and West Penn Power, which provide service in Western 
Pennsylvania, were among the hardest hit. The utilities logged their highest 
service outages with 140,183 and 177,232 interruptions, respectively, in that 
February 2019 storm, according to the PUC report. Locally, the second highest 
number of outages occurred Oct. 31, when a thunderstorm rumbled through 
the region causing interruptions to 27,274 West Penn customers and 15,087 
Duquesne Light customers in the region. More information is on the PUC’s 
website at www.puc.pa.gov. – Pittsburgh Tribune-Review  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
ViacomCBS Inc.’s CBS is seeking around $5.5 million for 30-second 
commercial spots in next year’s Super Bowl, roughly in line with commercial 
prices in the 2020 game, according to people close to the talks. CBS is also 
requiring advertisers in the Super Bowl telecast to appear in the game’s online 
stream, at an additional cost of roughly $200,000, a person familiar with the 
matter said. 
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Ad buyers are asking for a way out of their Super Bowl commitments, however, 
if the coronavirus forces the National Football League to halt the coming 
season or otherwise not play its championship game, the people close to the 
talks said. That is partly because the Super Bowl is so much bigger than 
anything else on TV, and commands so much more attention, that it would be 
hard for a TV network to make good on the lost ratings points for advertisers if 
the game wasn’t played. “There’s no plan B for Super Bowl,” said Tom 
McGovern, president of Optimum Sports, a sports marketing group 
at Omnicom Group Inc. 
  
Every year, brands spend millions of dollars producing commercials and 
buying ad time for the Super Bowl, one of the few remaining places to reach a 
mass audience. The 2020 game in February drew 102 million viewers on the 
Fox network as well as digital platforms and its Spanish-language channel. 
Fox’s Super Bowl ad revenue totaled $525.4 million, according to ad data firm 
Kantar.   
  
Ad prices typically rise every year. In February, 30-second Super Bowl 
commercials on Fox Corp.’s Fox went for as much as $5.6 million, including ad 
placement on both the TV and digital screen. CBS’s decision not to seek a 
more significant price hike fits market trends this year, which remains marked 
by uncertainty caused by the coronavirus pandemic, ad buyers said. Many 
marketers have cut advertising in response to the economic damage caused 
by the pandemic, particularly in categories such as movies and retail, but 
brands with ad dollars to spend are still likely to be tempted by the Super 
Bowl’s outsize audience.  
  
The sticker price for Super Bowl ads is just a starting point, and many 
advertisers pay less depending on the amount of time they want to buy and 
their historic spending in the game. ViacomCBS has told buyers they’ll be able 
to get their money back if the game is canceled, according to the person 
familiar with the matter. Some ad buyers have asked for contracts with clauses 
around contingencies, but most agreements have been verbal, the person 
said. 
  
Super Bowl buys in the past haven’t included explicit options to back out in 
case of cancellation, but every deal is different, with some negotiated years 
ahead of the game and others just weeks before, according to ad agency and 
TV network executives. Marketers concerned about the uncertainty 
surrounding the economy and the fall football season may hold back on 
making a Super Bowl commitment until closer to the game, ad buyers said. “I’d 
be cautiously considering any Super Bowl investment with the uncertainty of 
sports and the marketplace,” said Carrie Drinkwater, executive director of 
investment at ad-buying firm Mediahub, part of Interpublic Group of Cos . “To 
commit that amount of money to something that is an unknown seems at this 
time fiscally irresponsible.”  
  
Still, many expect the NFL to deliver high ratings and valuable advertising 
opportunities if the season and championship can avoid the pitfalls of the 
pandemic. “The Super Bowl will be the most-watched TV show,” said Mr. 
McGovern, the Optimum Sports executive. It will stand out even more this year 
as one of the few events with a mass audience as the pandemic takes a toll on 
other big events such as the Oscars. Organizers have delayed the 2021 
awards show to April from February, and are likely to have fewer theatrical 
releases to celebrate. 
  
The overall NFL marketplace is healthy for now, with pricing moderately up 
over last year for regular-season games, according to people close to those 
deals. “The NFL has been, is and will be an active marketplace because there 
are big ratings,” said Mike Law, president at Dentsu ad-buying group 
Amplifi. The season is scheduled to open on Sept. 10 with a game between 
the Houston Texans and the Kansas City Chiefs, the most recent Super Bowl 
champions. – Wall Street Journal  
______________________________________________________________ 
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Joe Biden holds a “narrow” 4-point lead over President Donald Trump in 
Pennsylvania, according to  a new Muhlenberg College/Morning Call 
poll. Biden, the Democratic presidential nominee and former vice president, is 
leading Trump, 49% to 45%, according to the poll. The poll has a margin of 
error of 5.5%, pointing to a close race in the Keystone State. The Muhlenberg 
poll surveyed 416 likely voters between August 11 and 17, so it wouldn’t reflect 
the impact, if any, of the Democratic National Convention. The convention 
began Monday and concludes Thursday night.  
  
Biden, a Scranton native, will deliver a speech Thursday night to close out the 
convention. Earlier Thursday, Trump appeared in the Scranton area, where 
Biden grew up, as the Republican president continues to make the case for a 
second term. Both Trump and Biden have had repeated appearances in the 
Keystone State. Pennsylvania has long been identified as one of the key 
battlegrounds that will determine who wins the presidential election. Trump 
won the Keystone State in 2016 by a slender margin - less than a percentage 
point - but it helped propel him to the White House.  
  
Pennsylvania Democrats lauded Biden’s choice of U.S. Sen. Kamala Harris, D-
Calif., as his running mate and said she could help energize women voters and 
members of minority groups to cast their ballots. Harris is the first woman of 
color on a major party’s presidential ticket. More than half of those surveyed in 
the Muhlenberg poll (53%) said Trump doesn’t deserve a second term. But the 
poll also found 46% of likely voters viewed Biden unfavorably, while 39% had a 
favorable view of him. 
  
The Muhlenberg poll also found 64% of likely voters said that they intend to 
vote in person this November. As for the rest, 26% intend to vote by mail and 
the remaining 10% are unsure how they will vote. The RealClearPolitics 
average of polls gives Biden an edge of 5.7% in Pennsylvania. -- Pennlive  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
For State Rep. Malcolm Kenyatta, it was like hitting the lottery twice on the 
same night. First, the North Philly Democrat got a huge national platform as a 
contributor to the Democratic National Convention’s keynote speech Tuesday. 
Then President Donald Trump’s campaign went after him on Twitter for his 
positions on environmental issues, further elevating his political 
brand. The campaign also went after Brendan Boyle and Conor Lamb, two 
U.S. House members from Pennsylvania, who were part of what Trump World 
branded “this band of 17 radicals” delivering the speech. If this band of 17 
radicals is the future of the Democrat Party, Americans should be very worried.  
  
Kenyatta was soon being interviewed by outlets around the country. 
He appeared on MSNBC on Wednesday. His message about the Trump 
camp’s tweet: “I don’t think that was the burn you think it is.” “It was pretty 
shocking to me for 17 folks who, with the exception of [former Georgia 
gubernatorial candidate] Stacey Abrams, are not household names around the 
country,” Kenyatta told Clout. “But Trump is an online bully.”  
  
Boyle sees the attack as confirmation he is pointed in the correct direction, 
since he considers Trump “the worst president in history.” But the attention can 
cut both ways, he said. “My fellow Democrats see me as someone fighting for 
our values and issues,” said Boyle, who represents parts of Philly. “There are 
downsides too. It brings out the crazies.” Lamb, who represents a Trump-
friendly district outside Pittsburgh, largely shrugged off the Trump claim that he 
will “make our communities less safe.” ”I am a former federal prosecutor that 
prosecuted violent crime and drug networks,” he said. “I’m also a former 
Marine officer. My district knows ... that I support law enforcement even though 
I want to make it better.”  
  
Lamb is familiar with Trump’s Twitter bashing. In May, Trump tweeted in 
support of Lamb’s challenger,  falsely claiming Lamb had voted for Nancy 
Pelosi  as House speaker. “One thing they always do is try to run their 
campaigns about someone other than me,” Lamb said. ”They do it so often 
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and in such a ridiculous and baseless way, I think it really has no effect at this 
point.” – Chris Brennan’s “Clout” column in Philadelphia Daily News  

 

 

   

 

  


