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Amazon is developing a new device that records live TV, working 
around cable providers and encroaching on TiVo’s market, according 
to a person familiar with the plans. The device, dubbed “Frank” inside 
Amazon, is a new type of digital video recorder for the streaming era. It 
would include physical storage and connect to Amazon’s existing Fire 
TV boxes, the living room hub for the company’s online video efforts, 
according to the person. They asked not to be identified discussing 
unannounced product details. An Amazon spokeswoman declined to 
comment. 
 
The Frank DVR has the same wireless technology that Amazon’s Echo 
speakers use to connect to Fire TV boxes. Users will be able to record 
live TV and stream the video to a smartphone so it can be watched 
later. That functionality is similar to offerings from TiVo and Dish 
Network’s Slingbox. Amazon hasn’t made a final decision on rolling out 
the streaming feature, the person said, noting that the plans could 
either be canceled or delayed. 
 
Currently, Fire TVs stream live content via the Amazon Channels 
service, which includes programming from providers like HBO, but the 
box can’t store video locally. Amazon is also working to better highlight 
live content to Fire TV users. The e-commerce giant’s Lab 126 
research and development center is working on the DVR, the latest in 
a series of connected gadgets aimed at the home. The group created 
the Echo speaker and is building a home robot known as Project 
Vesta. 
 
Amazon wants to occupy living rooms through its devices and 
services. The company has been investing in original movies, TV 
shows and live sports to make its Prime membership an alternative to 
streaming services like Netflix. Prime members pay annual or monthly 
fees for shipping discounts, video and other perks. Customers who 
watch Amazon video content spend more on other company offerings 
and are more likely to renew memberships. 
 
Amazon also plans to update its Fire TV stick — a smaller version of 
the Fire TV box — with newer software, the person added. It’s also 
looking to get Fire TV software and video content onto more TVs made 
by other companies. Right now, Amazon sells Fire TV sets built by 
Toshiba and Westinghouse, and is seeking more manufacturing 
partners to better compete with Roku, which features its software in 
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many TV models. Fire TV streaming devices are among Amazon’s 
best-selling products. Earlier this year, Amazon teamed up with Best 
Buy to sell Fire TV-branded televisions made by Toshiba and Insignia. 
– Bloomberg  
_______________________________________________ 
A California federal judge on Thursday rejected large parts of a nearly 
$4 billion government lawsuit alleging satellite-TV giant DirecTV 
engaged in deceptive advertising. At issue was a 2015 lawsuit by the 
U.S. Federal Trade Commission that alleged DirecTV didn’t adequately 
disclose that its lower promotional prices lasted only for the first year of 
a two-year contract. The FTC also alleged the pay-TV service offered 
free months of premium channels without telling customers they 
needed to cancel those channels at the end of the promotional period 
to avoid monthly charges.  
 
U.S. District Judge Haywood Gilliam held a bench trial last year. Once 
the FTC presented its case, DirecTV argued it was entitled to a 
favorable ruling without having to put on a defense. Defendants 
routinely make such requests, but they aren’t often granted. Judge 
Gilliam on Thursday agreed with many of the company’s arguments, 
ruling the FTC had failed to prove that any of DirecTV’s print, television 
or electronic banner ads were unlawful. The FTC hadn’t established 
that the ads were likely to mislead reasonable consumers, the judge 
said. An FTC spokeswoman said the commission was reviewing the 
decision and considering its options. 
 
AT&T Inc., which owns DirecTV, said, “We’re pleased with the court’s 
decision and look forward to resolving what remains of the case.” “The 
FTC’s ambition in attempting to show that over 40,000 advertisements 
were likely to deceive substantially exceeded the strength of its 
evidence,” Judge Gilliam wrote. “This case did not involve the type of 
strong proof the court would expect to see in a case seeking nearly $4 
billion in restitution.” The ruling didn’t entirely end the case because 
some FTC claims remain pending, including those related to 
statements DirecTV made on its website. The judge deferred a ruling 
on that issue, but said the FTC’s overall prospects of collecting a large 
monetary judgment have been “substantially curtailed.” – Wall Street 

Journal   
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