
 

 

 

 

 

August 15, 2019 
 

The Hill 
Maine's new 
privacy law 
means well, but 
goes wrong 
 
CNBC 
Disney and 
Charter reach 
multiyear 
carriage 
agreement 
 
MediaPost 
FTC 
Considering 
'Unwinding' 
M&A Deals To 
Break Up Big 
Tech 
 
Washington 
Post 
YouTube 
discriminates 
against LGBT 
content by 
unfairly culling 
it, suit alleges  
 
Reuters 
Microsoft's 
latest privacy 
policy says 

The company behind LanCity Connect says a federal decision issued this 
week is “a huge step forward” for the community broadband service in its 
ongoing battle with PPL Corp. In an opinion and order released Monday, the 
Federal Communications Commission said PPL could not use a dispute 
over payments as grounds for refusing to process MAW Communications’ 
pending applications to attach equipment to PPL’s utility poles. 
 
After more than a year, “our applications are finally going to be reviewed,” 
said Mindy Wiczkowski, MAW’s customer service manager.  “This was an 
extraordinary hurdle, and we’re through it,” said Frank Wiczkowski, MAW’s 
president. The two are father and daughter. MAW, a small Reading-based 
utility, had filed a complaint against PPL with the commission in February. 
 
In time, this week’s ruling could lead to MAW being able to resume 
expanding LanCity Connect’s footprint and signing up new customers, 
Mindy Wiczkowski said. But she cautioned that MAW has a long way to go 
and more obstacles to overcome for that to happen. At present, LanCity 
Connect has between 250 and 300 customers, Wiczkowski said. Its 
deployment has been suspended since the end of 2017, when PPL sued 

MAW in Lehigh County court, alleging MAW had made unsafe, unauthorized 
attachments to PPL’s poles.  
 
In April 2018, the judge in the case ordered MAW to file applications for all 
the attachments PPL said were unauthorized. The order barred MAW from 
access to PPL’s poles, allowed PPL to remove unauthorized equipment and 
required MAW to fund an escrow account. In response, MAW filed 142 
attachment applications. Collectively, they cover MAW’s entire network in 
the city, Wiczkowski said. However, PPL refused to process them, saying 
MAW first had to pay $56,624 it had billed MAW for another set of pole 
applications. MAW has been disputing those charges as excessive. PPL 
also said MAW had to replenish the escrow account, which PPL had drawn 
down.  
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However, federal telecommunications law requires PPL to allow access to 
its poles, the commission said. Utilities can deny access due to safety, 
capacity or similar concerns, it said, but not for “nonpayment of a disputed 
claim.” Hence, the commission ordered PPL to process MAW’s applications 
in full, in detail and on a strict timetable. 
 
A PPL spokeswoman said the utility’s technical and safety concerns haven’t 
gone away and it anticipates “the majority of MAW’s applications will be 
deemed incomplete.” MAW’s complaint asked the commission to bar PPL 
from removing MAW’s equipment and to restore MAW’s access. MAW also 
asked the agency to annul PPL pole-attachment rules that MAW contends 
are unreasonable. The agency declined to do so. Insofar as the issues 
between PPL and MAW remain pending in Lehigh County, MAW should 
pursue its case there, it said. – Lancaster New Era  
_______________________________________________________ 
Measures to expand broadband access in rural America generally are 
popular — but where to start can bamboozle lawmakers, in part due to what 
some say are antiquated data reporting practices for internet service 
providers. 
 
U.S. Rep. Abby Finkenauer, D-IA, and Federal Communications 
Commissioner Jessica Rosenworcel on Aug. 5 led a 10-person roundtable 
that included representatives from state internet service providers, health 
care and education groups at the Cedar Rapids (IA) Metro Economic 
Alliance. Earlier that morning, Finkenauer and Rosenworcel visited farmers 
and producers in Dyersville who use precision agriculture technologies that 
rely on broadband service. 
 
One roundtable participant was Duane Willhite, superintendent of North 
Fayette Valley Community Schools, in northeast Iowa, who represented the 
Rural School Advocates of Iowa lobbying group. Willhite said each student 
in grades 7-12 receives a laptop and several must stay late at school or go 
to local businesses to use them for online classes because of a lack of 
broadband access at home. 
 
Expanding rural broadband is “vital,” Willhite said, “because our students 
are taking computers home and if they don’t have connections, they can’t do 
the homework and things like that. We really want everybody online to get 
the best education they can.” Dave Duncan, chief executive officer of the 
Iowa Communications Alliance trade group, said broadband is at the 
“forefront” of multiple policy issues, and money can prove to be a challenge 
in expanding service. “It boils down to making a business case to serving 
those customers who don’t have it yet,” he said. “The easy and cheap 
people have already been hooked up.” By working together, Duncan said, 
state and federal programs could help provide solutions. 
 
Speaking to The Gazette after the roundtable, Rosenworcel said, “Right 
now, broadband is not a luxury, it’s a necessity for modern life — you’re not 
going to have a fair shot if you don’t have a good internet connection.” “We 
have cities and towns throughout this country that do not have the internet 
access they need,” she said. “If we’re going to fix that digital divide, the first 
thing we’re going to have to do is measure it.” 
 
Finkenauer in late July introduced a House bill — the Broadband 
Transparency and Accountability Act of 2019 — that would mandate ISPs 
report more in-depth data in their Form 477 filings, submitted to the FCC 
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twice a year and detailing where they offer internet access at speeds 
upward of 200 kilobits per second, or kbps. 
 
Finkenauer said her bill would require the reporting of new data, including 
affordability and the location of service “dead zones,” and also produce a 
more accurate map of broadband service than the FCC currently has so 
federal dollars can be spent more efficiently. “As we make investments in 
rural broadband, we’ve got to make sure that we’re doing so in a very smart 
and effective way,” Finkenauer said. 
 
Even if all but one home in a census block lacks broadband, the one home 
currently qualifies the block as “served,” potentially restricting the city’s 
access to state and federal funding, she said. The FCC last week approved 
a proposal to address that issue and update its broadband data and 
mapping requirements. Under the Digital Opportunity Data Collection, ISPs 
will have to report data using “shapefiles,” or polygonal maps of their service 
areas, rather than census blocks. 
 
“I’m pleased that the agency is starting to improve that. We’re going to have 
more granular data as a result, but I think we have to keep on working on 
this because getting this data right is the start of solving this problem,” 
Rosenworcel said. – Cedar Rapids (IA) Gazette  
_______________________________________________________ 
Rural Mississippi is about to see whether its desire for high-speed internet 
service matches the cost of providing it. Two electric cooperatives in North 
Mississippi have announced plans to offer the service under rules set up a 
few months ago by the state Legislature. 
 
Tallahatchie Valley Electric Power Association, based in Batesville, said it 
will start putting out fiber optic cable next month as part of a plan that will 
take four years to complete and cost $60 million. Tombigbee Electric Power 
Association, based in Tupelo, is spending $95 million on its internet 
system. Electric cooperatives date to the Great Depression and have 
always run their businesses frugally. They do not have to make a profit, but 
they do have to distribute electricity at a reasonable cost. Over the decades, 
most of them have proven to be pretty good at that. 
 
Given this history, the two North Mississippi co-ops would not have made 
their high-speed internet plans without solid information that their electricity 
customers want the new service and that the investment will eventually pay 
off. – Greenwood (MS) Commonwealth editorial  

 

 

   

 

  

 


