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Ajit Pai called the NFL’s television blackout rules “outdated,” and urged his fellow Federal 
Communications Commission representatives to vote in favor of having them repealed to 
address fan concerns.  “Right now, the FCC is officially on the side of blackouts. We 
should be on the side of sports fans,” Pai said during a news conference in Buffalo on 
Tuesday. “The FCC shouldn’t get involved in handing out special favors or picking winners 
and losers. And in my view, there is no reason for the FCC to be involved in the sports 
blackout business.” 
 

Pai, one of five FCC commissioners, 
became the first to speak out in favor 
of eliminating the NFL policy the FCC 
instituted in 1975. The regulation 
prevents games that are not sold out 
72 hours in advance of kickoff from 
being broadcast in the home team’s 
market by cable and satellite 
providers.  The FCC first weighed in 
on sports blackout policies in 
December, when commissioners 
voted unanimously to seek public 
input on the issue. 
 

Pai is now calling for FCC chairman 
Tom Wheeler to put the issue to a 
vote. A simple majority from the five 
commissioners, which include 
Wheeler, is required.  Wheeler has 
not indicated whether he intends to 
bring the issue to a vote.   Pai was 
joined by U.S. Rep. Brian Higgins, 
who has argued against the NFL’s 
blackout policy and how it has 
specifically affected Buffalo Bills fans 
over the past few years.  The Bills 
had one home game blacked out last 
season, two in 2012 and three more 
in 2011. 
 

The NFL is against having the policy 
repealed by arguing it would undercut 
blackout agreements the league has 

with its network broadcasters.  Two weeks ago, NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell 
questioned whether a lifting of the policy on cable and satellite providers would potentially 
lead to fewer games broadcast for free on over-the-air networks.  “We are 99 percent sold 
out, so it has very little impact on our business,” Goodell said. “But it could have an impact 
on the overall business model for free television. We think that’s devastating to our 
consumers and consumers in general.”  
 

The NFL and its network broadcasters have established a “Protect Football on Free TV” 
campaign, and appointed Hall of Fame receiver Lynn Swann as its 
spokesman.  “Repealing the rule may lead to unintended consequences and deny viewers 
of valuable sports programming on broadcast television,” Swann said. He then noted more 
than 10,000 community leaders across the country have sent letters urging the FCC to 
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keep the blackout policy in place.   
 

Pai has met with NFL officials and said he’s not swayed by their arguments.  “They’ve 
obviously urged us to retain the rule. But in my own view, their arguments don’t persuade 
me,” he said. “I certainly hope the business model doesn’t change. And I’m confident it 
would actually thrive and bring more fans and broaden the base in terms of television 
viewing audience.”  Pai noted that repealing the FCC’s blackout policy wouldn’t prevent the 
NFL or its teams from privately negotiating its own rules with cable and satellite 
companies.  Higgins has gone further by introducing a bill that would eliminate the antitrust 
exemption that allows the NFL to black out sporting events. – Associated Press 

________________________________________________________ 
 

I’m not wearing any pants. 
 

This is not one of former U.S. Rep. Anthony Weiner’s favorite texting lines. It is merely a 
statement of fact. Working from home has its perks. When you work from your own back 
bedroom, you needn’t shower, shave or brush your teeth. Nor do you need to wear pants. 
Ask my neighbors. 
 

OK, I’ve been both above-board and below-waist with you. Whether we take our 
relationship to the next level is up to you. I’m thinking of making this a naked column. The 
premise is simple: I write in the nude; you read in the nude. 
 

I got this idea from reality TV. In case you haven’t noticed, there’s a whole slew of cable 
shows in which the participants are nude: The Discovery Channel’s “Naked and Afraid”; 
VH-1’s “Dating Naked”; and TLC’s “Buying Naked.” 
 

Of course, full-frontal nudity is blurred on these shows because everyone knows that 
seeing below-the-equator frontal naughty bits makes the heads of Americans explode. 
Exactly why it doesn’t produce the same response in people from other countries has 
something to do with either their drinking water or socialized medicine. Maybe that’s why 
Republicans hate Obamacare. Naked butts are OK on American TV because they only 
make us laugh. Where do you think the phrase “butt of a joke” came from? 
 

“Naked and Afraid,” the first program of its type in America, dumps one naked male and 
one naked female in an extreme environment for 21 days. A clothed, provisioned camera 
crew accompanies the couple but cannot interfere except in case of medical emergency. 
Each participant is permitted to choose one survival tool – a machete, perhaps, or flint with 
which to make a fire. Me, I’d choose an AK-47 with a full clip – to kill animals for food. But if 
that didn’t work, I’d shoot out the cameras, steal the crew’s food and claim I came through 
on wits alone. 
 

As you might expect, the survivalists complain a lot and go against type. A military vet 
succumbs to sunburn and is rescued by his hard-as-nails female companion, who 
inexplicably is filled with remorse over having to kill an eel for food. Curiously, she shows 
no remorse over having to strip off on TV to feel self-worth. 
 

The premise of “Dating Naked” is clear from its title – a man and a woman go on a date 
and, at least initially, neither wears clothes. The most important thing I learned from 
“Dating Naked” is that nude people can be just as vain, petty and nasty as those wearing 
clothes. One male participant becomes jealous when his date pays more attention to 
another naked guy; one woman becomes angry because her date fails to protect her from 
being whacked in the eye by a tree branch while they partake of naked zip-lining. It’s the 
stuff of high school dating except that, for men, it’s really hard to decide where to pin the 
corsage on prom night. 
 

Needless to say, the ratings for all the “naked” shows are through the roof. I figure I’d best 
start “Writing Naked” before it shows up on MTV. 
 

So, readers, what d’ya say? I’ll start writing naked if you’ll start reading naked. Who knows 
where this could lead? Naked book clubs? Naked poetry readings? Naked Amazon 
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reviews? We’ll begin in two weeks. It will be liberating for all of us. 
 

It will also be BYOC: Bring Your Own Chair. 
 

One caveat: avoid vinyl. – Washington (PA) Observer-Reporter columnist  

 

 

 

 
 


