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It’s legislation that could pump millions into the Pennsylvania economy 
and pick up the pace on mobile technology that some argue is sorely 
needed. Others argue the legislation is subsidizing an industry that 
doesn’t need the money and could ruin the look of local history. 
 
For years, communication giants Verizon and AT&T have lobbied 
federal and Pennsylvania state legislators to simplify the rules on cell 
phone antennas, allowing for a better network and 5G technology in 
telecommunications and broadband infrastructure. “As industries 
across all sectors evolve, we are seeing more and more of an 
emphasis on cloud and other technologies so having a better 
infrastructure that can carry a lot more data a lot more quickly is 
paramount to Pennsylvania and the country’s ability to compete 
economically,” said Kevin Sunday, director of government affairs, for 
the Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry.  
 
Sunday testified before lawmakers in Harrisburg, arguing that better 
broadband would carry things like driver-less cars, telemedicine and 
advancements in other fields to the tune of $3.5 billion. He said better 
technology means more business and more jobs in 
Pennsylvania. “That could be tens of thousands of new jobs,” he said. 
“We need to upgrade it to keep younger people here. Plenty of young 
people go to college here, but then leave once college is finished. We 
need to reverse that.” 
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Wireless companies would be allowed to place small ‘backpack’ type 
devices in areas that publicly controlled right-of-ways – thousands of 
them. They would also have to buy permits for installation. The 
Pennsylvania Municipal League argues it’s a giveaway to the 
telecommunications companies. Similar legislation has failed twice 
before.  
 
“Parochialism is a pastime in Pennsylvania,” he said. “We have a hard 
time looking at new things. There are legitimate concerns in historic 
towns in Pennsylvania and we don’t want to give carte blanche to the 
telecommunications companies to put these things everywhere. And 
that’s recognized in the legislation. It won’t cost some towns their local 
character.” The legislation is sponsored by Rep. Frank Farry, R-Bucks 
County and subcommittee chairman on telecommunicaions. He argues 
the antennas would be placed on already existing structures. “I think 
we might be putting the cart before the horse here,” Rep. Robert 
Matzie, D-Aliquippa, told a House hearing. “I’m not happy with the 
process.”  
 
He continued to question lawmakers and said the legislation was given 
to him late, hence he didn’t have time to read it over to form the proper 
questions. “We are neutral on it,” said David Sanko executive director 
of the Pennsylvania State Association of Township Supervisors. “We 
are trying to push the fee structure higher to match the FCC limits and I 
think that’s where the legislature is going to end up.” 
 
He said he wants to make sure the antennas are not placed in places 
that could be traffic hazards, places that municipalities control. “We 
want to make sure when they come, they are safe,” he said. He said 
they would like them to be put on existing structures and where they 
can’t be located on such areas, they would have to go through the 
zoning process. “Just like everybody else,” he said.  
 
The legislation still has to wind its way through several other 
committees before moving forward. “We are hopeful we can be 
supportive in the end,” said Sanko, “because it’s necessary. But from a 
local government perspective, there are still some concerns. 
Pennsylvania’s geography and geology make signaling difficult.” – 
Northeast PA Business Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Anyone who watches TV with an antenna, no cable or satellite, must 
rescan their televisions over the next couple of months. Six (northeast 
PA) area TV stations have switched frequencies to make room in the 
airwaves for nascent 5G network upgrades and other mobile 
broadband services, the Federal Communications Commission 
announced Wednesday. “We have to get ready, basically,” said Jean 
Kiddoo, chair of the FCC’s Incentive Auction Task Force. “We are 
always looking to make sure we’re using airwaves as efficiently and as 
effectively as we can. We know 5G is coming. We also know that even 
without 5G, consumers are demanding more and more capacity — 
more and more speed.” 
 
These local channels changed their frequencies between June 22 and 
Aug. 2: WQPX-TV, Channel 32; WYLN-TV, Channel 35; W47AO-D, 
Channel 36; WNEP-TV, ABC16; WSWB-TV, CW38; WOLF-TV, 
Fox56. Mobile carriers, for example Verizon, AT&T and Sprint, have 
been slowly rolling out 5G, or fifth generation, networks in major 
markets, think New York City, Houston and Los Angeles. 
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Just this week, T-Mobile announced it would start selling high-priced 
the Samsung Galaxy S10 5G (starts at $1,300), which is one of a few 
phones on the market now that can tap into the network. As more 
tools, for example equipment used in health care, shipping and 
manufacturing, move toward automation and rely on wireless 
broadband to communicate, they’ll be sending significantly more data 
over the airwaves. 5G delivers speeds that can handle the data load — 
carriers promise they’re 10 to 50 times faster than current 4G LTE 
networks. 
 
While 5G speeds are unlikely to appear in Northeast Pennsylvania any 
time soon, one thing seems certain — when one carrier brings 5G to 
the region, others won’t be far behind, said Greg Kopa, co-founder and 
chief executive at SWG, a Jessup firm that sells and services wireless 
broadband equipment to a global client portfolio. Customers want 
faster speeds when using mobile devices, and the companies first to 
the table with 5G have a better chance at keeping current clients and 
luring more, he said. “More people are using mobile devices than ever 
before,” he said. “So the carrier that can get you that connection 
quicker than somebody else is going to retain their customer base 
more than the next player.” – Wyoming County Press Examiner  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Cable operator Altice USA Inc. is hoping to nestle itself in consumers’ 
living rooms with the launch of a new at-home speaker, Altice Amplify, 
that includes technology from Amazon.com Inc. ’s Alexa. The speaker, 
which the New York company said on Wednesday will be introduced 
later this year, will allow users of Altice’s cable bundle to change 
channels and access other streaming services without having to use a 
remote. 
 
Altice is also looking for noncustomers to buy its device: Amplify will be 
compatible with other TV systems and streaming devices, as well as 
music services like Spotify and Pandora. The company said it doesn’t 
plan to be a hardware or equipment company but is looking to make 
the at-home entertainment experience more seamless. 
 
The smart-speaker effort is Altice’s second attempt this year to expand 
beyond its core business of providing cable, broadband and landline 
phone service to customers. The company, which operates its cable 
business under the Optimum name, is launching a mobile-phone 

service that it is considering making available to noncustomers, 
including in regions where Optimum doesn’t operate, The Wall Street 
Journal has reported.  
 
The moves come as cable operators are looking to diversify their 
offerings and products at a time when consumers more frequently cut 
the cord in favor of streaming services like Hulu Inc. and Netflix 
Inc. Altice, which has 3.3 million pay-TV subscribers and 4.1 million 
internet customers, offers Optimum service in the New York tri-state 
area and Suddenlink service in the South, Midwest and West. In total 
Altice has services across 21 states. 
 
Altice’s new speaker will enter a marketplace that already includes 
Amazon.com Inc.’s Echo and Google Home. Hakim Boubazine, co-
president and chief operating officer of Altice, said the speaker will 
have better audio quality than its competitors. The speaker will be built 
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by Altice but feature the sound technologies of Devialet, a French 
audio startup known for its high-end speakers, he said. Amplify will be 
compatible with Altice One, the company’s multiplatform for cable and 
broadband customers, similar to Comcast Corp. ’s Xfinity platform. The 
Altice One platform includes a voice-control remote and won’t be 
replaced by Amplify, Mr. Boubazine said. 
 
The new speaker, which is expected to hit stores later this year, will 
cost $499 for noncustomers and $399 for Altice’s Optimum and 
Suddenlink customers, the company said. Altice One subscribers also 
have the option to lease the Amplify monthly, similar to an internet 
modem, for $10 a month. – Wall Street Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
AT&T employees took bribes to unlock millions of smartphones, and to 
install malware and unauthorized hardware on the company's network, 
the Department of Justice said yesterday. These details come from a 
DOJ case opened against Muhammad Fahd, a 34-year-old man from 
Pakistan, and his co-conspirator, Ghulam Jiwani, believed to be 
deceased. The DOJ charged the two with paying more than $1 million 
in bribes to several AT&T employees at the company's Mobility 
Customer Care call center in Bothell, Washington. 
 
The bribery scheme lasted from at least April 2012 until September 
2017. Initially, the two Pakistani men bribed AT&T employees to unlock 
expensive iPhones so they could be used outside AT&T's network. The 
two recruited AT&T employees by approaching them in private via 
telephone or Facebook messages. Employees who agreed, received 
lists of IMEI phone codes which they had to unlock for sums of 
money. Employees would then receive bribes in their bank accounts, in 
shell companies they created, or as cash, from the two Pakistani men. 
 
This initial stage of the scheme lasted for about a year, until April 2013, 
when several employees left or were fired by AT&T. That's when Fahd 
changed tactics and bribed AT&T employees to install malware on 
AT&T's network at the Bothell call center. Between April and October 
2013, this initial malware collected data on how AT&T infrastructure 
worked. 
 
According to court documents unsealed yesterday, this malware 
appears to be a keylogger, having the ability "to gather confidential and 
proprietary information regarding the structure and functioning of 
AT&T's internal protected computers and applications. The DOJ said 
Fahd and his co-conspirator then created a second malware strain that 
leveraged the information acquired through the first. This second 
malware used AT&T employee credentials to perform automated 
actions on AT&T's internal application to unlock phone's at Fahd's 
behest, without needing to interact with AT&T employees every time.  
 
In November 2014, as Fahd began having problems controlling this 
malware, the DOJ said he also bribed AT&T employees to install rogue 
wireless access points inside AT&T's Bothell call center. These 
devices helped Fahd with gaining access to AT&T internal apps and 
network, and continue the rogue phone unlocking scheme. The DOJ 
claims Fahd and Jiwani paid more than $1 million in bribes to AT&T 
employees, and successfully unlocked more than two million devices, 
most of which were expensive iPhones. One AT&T employee received 
more than $428,500 in bribes over a five-year period, investigators 
said. 
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The DOJ said the two operated three companies named Endless 
Trading FZE, Endless Connections Inc., and iDevelopment. The DOJ 
didn't say if Fahd and Jiwani were unlocking stolen devices, or running 
a unauthorized phone unlocking website. For some email 
communications, Fahd used the unlockoutlt@ymail.com address, 
suggesting the latter scenario. Fahd was arrested in Hong Kong in 
February 2018, and extradited to the US on August 2, last week. He 
now faces a litany of charges that may send him behind bars for up to 
20 years.  
 
AT&T estimated it lost revenue of more than $5 million/year from 
Fahd's phone unlocking scheme. "We have been working closely with 
law enforcement since this scheme was uncovered to bring these 
criminals to justice and are pleased with these developments," an 
AT&T spokesperson told ZDNet. The company said this incident did 
not involve access to customers' personal data. – ZDNet   
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