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Rush Township, Dauphin County is misnamed. There’s typically no rush. 
 
The pace is a bit slower, which residents like — but internet speeds are too 
slow, which residents don’t. “I often say I pay for part-time internet because it 
works only part of the time,” says Terri Koons, a mother of three school-aged 
children. Her district announced classes will be virtual three days a week in the 
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fall. “My anxiety went through the roof,” Koons said when she got word of 
virtual classes. 
 
At the end of last school year, online learning meant Koons driving six miles to 
a fairgrounds just to get service. “We sat in my minivan with my children for 
hours.” She is not alone. James Deiter lives nearby and the same applies to 
his daughter. “If she’s doing school work, my wife can’t work from home 
because that little bit of internet connection is enough to lock everything up,” 
Deiter said. 
 
Sen. Kristin Phillips-Hill, R-York, is not surprised. “Whether you live in rural 
Forest County or you live in Center City, Philadelphia there are connectivity 
issues,” said Phillips-Hill, who has spent several years investigating the state’s 
broadband deficiencies. She estimates that at least a million Pennsylvanians, 
and probably more, don’t have adequate service. She adds that in a pandemic, 
connectivity is as vital as running water or electricity. “It’s no longer a luxury; 
it’s just a basic fact of life.” 
 
Phillips-Hill says the state needs to incentivize companies to finish wiring the 
rest of Pennsylvania and eliminate regulations like the one that requires 
hardwire telephone lines to be maintained even though only 9% of us are still 
dialing up. “Why are we investing money into infrastructure for something 
people don’t want when we don’t have the resources to invest in the 
infrastructure that they not only want but that they need?” she asked. 
 
Schools need to go online, amidst a pandemic — but that means some 
children will be left behind. “My kid’s education is just as important as 
everybody else’s,” Koons said. Deiter was holding a pre-school son and 
looking at his daughter when he said, “this is really putting her and eventually 
him at a disadvantage just trying to get schoolwork done and access 
things.” The good news for families without internet: powerful people at the 
state capitol feel their pain. The bad news: the fix is still a long ways off. 
– WHTM-TV, Harrisburg (watch the video)  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
A devastating worldwide pandemic is indirectly helping more Valley residents 
obtain broadband internet service. It’s also more than doubling the coverage 
area of a Montour County-based economic development agency that now will 
serve nearly 260,000 residents in five counties. 
 
Commissioners in Northumberland and Union counties on Tuesday voted to 
join DRIVE (Driving Real Innovation for a Vibrant Economy), which previously 
was working to draw companies and jobs to Montour and Columbia counties. 
Snyder County commissioners voted to join DRIVE on July 21, according to 
DRIVE Executive Director Jennifer Wakeman. The impetus for the three 
counties to join DRIVE is the grant money they are receiving through the 
federal government’s Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act, which is designed to provide financial relief during the COVID-19 
economic fallout. Because the grant money must be used by Dec. 30, 
expanding broadband internet services in rural areas was something that could 
be done in that time frame, said Wakeman. 
 
DRIVE already had been the force behind expanding broadband in Montour 
County, with the help of a $300,000 forgivable, interest-free loan from 
Geisinger, and in Columbia County. “We now serve a quarter million residents 
in Central Pennsylvania,” Wakeman said. “This was the original vision five 
years ago. For one reason or another, they didn’t bite (then).” The opportunity 
to bring all the counties to the table now was “massive,” she 
said. “Unfortunately, it happened because of COVID.” 
 
She said the money allocated to counties from the CARES Act included 
funding for expanding broadband and for other economic development, but 
other projects would take longer to complete. “Counties came to us about 
expanding broadband,” Wakeman said. “We just had the capability to do it 
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because we had the network.” Northumberland County committed $1 million of 
its $8.2 million CARES allocation toward DRIVE and expanding broadband 
internet. “This will be for the outskirts that don’t have good reception and 
schools,” said Commissioner Chairman Sam Schiccatano. 
 
Commissioner Joe Klebon said expanding broadband is “very important,” 
especially for schools going back into session in the upcoming academic year. 
School districts are considering hybrid learning where students attend classes 
in person as well as online learning. The remainder of the $8.2 million is 
available for municipalities, businesses, nonprofit organizations and other 
entities that have had issues related to COVID-19. Applications will be 
available through the county starting Wednesday, said Schiccatano. 
 
Union County commissioners voted to join DRIVE at a one-time cost of 
$250,000. The funds will come from the county’s anticipated estimated $4 
million it will receive through the federal CARES Act for recovery from COVID-
19. The board is targeting at least partial use of that funding to expand 
broadband capability in western Union County, citing the need to improve 
remote learning and business opportunities during the pandemic. 
 
Union County Commissioner Jeff Reber said that to serve remote points of 
western Union County, he expects the broadband expansion to use existing 
towers in a point-to-point system. He said it’s likely the project would 
incorporate high points on utility poles and farm silos to broaden the internet 
access.  Wakeman said work on expanding the fixed-based wireless network 
in primarily rural areas without internet service should begin in mid to late 
September.  She said that as new members of DRIVE, Northumberland, Union 
and Snyder counties each will name two community representatives and a 
county commissioner to serve on the DRIVE board. 
 
In addition to helping with broadband expansion, membership in DRIVE also 
will entitle them to help with economic development to draw companies and 
jobs to their counties. “It’s not a small undertaking and we’re excited to work 
with these counties in the long term and to be able to provide economic 
development and a single access point for business development.” – Sunbury 
Daily Item  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Members of Congress representing Philadelphia met with local leaders of the 
U.S. Postal Service and city election officials Wednesday to advocate for 
funding for the agency amid what they called an “insidious attempt” to 
undermine mail delivery. Democratic U.S. Reps. Brendan Boyle, Dwight 
Evans, and Mary Gay Scanlon, along with State Rep. Kevin Boyle, gathered at 
Madison War Memorial Park with local leaders of postal unions as the Postal 
Service struggles to function amid crushing debt and policy changes that are 
causing extensive delays in mail delivery across the city.  
 
The lawmakers said there is an urgent need to address the issue before the 
November election, which is expected to have an unprecedented number of 
voters casting ballots by mail due to the coronavirus pandemic. “This is not an 
exaggeration, this is no hyperbole,” said Brendan Boyle, who represents 
Northeast Philadelphia. “We are facing an unmitigated disaster at the Postal 
Service. “It needs this emergency funding, otherwise we won’t have a postal 
service, and we won’t have a free and fair election by vote-by-mail,” he said.  
 
The lawmakers said they are fighting for a new coronavirus economic relief 
package to include funding for the agency. Boyle said he was confident that 
“we will not see a stimulus bill” be passed by Congress “unless funding for the 
Postal Service is in there.” Negotiations over that relief package have been 
locked in a near-stalemate for days as Republicans oppose extending 
unemployment benefits enacted when the pandemic first sent the economy 
into a tailspin and put millions out of work. 
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The meeting came just days after The Inquirer published an article 
detailing mail delivery problems in Philadelphia. Neighborhoods across the city 
are experiencing delays, with some residents going upward of three weeks 
without packages and letters, leaving them without medication, paychecks, and 
bills. “In the past few weeks, I have had hundreds of calls, letters, and emails 
from constituents across this region saying, ‘Where is my mail?’” said Scanlon, 
whose Delaware County district also includes part of South Philadelphia.  
 
Also on Wednesday, New Jersey lawmakers sent a letter to the postmaster 
general to express their concern over mail delays across the Garden State. 
They requested answers to questions about what is causing the delays and 
how the situation could affect the election. The coronavirus pandemic has 
exacerbated the Postal Service’s decades-long financial troubles; the agency 
projects it will lose $2 billion each month during the recession. Staff shortages, 
which have increased as workers contract the virus, come at a time when the 
Postal Service is processing twice as many parcels in Philadelphia than before 
the pandemic, as more people shop online and stay home.  
 
The new postmaster general, who is a campaign donor to President Donald 
Trump, has instituted policy changes that eliminate overtime, instruct carriers 
to leave mail behind to speed up their workdays, and slash office hours. The 
lawmakers and elections officials acknowledged the impact those delays could 
have on the upcoming election. “Constituents have called with concerns about 
their vote-by-mail ballot, they have questions about their vote-by-mail 
application, and for us to not fund the Postal Service is a disenfranchisement 
to our voters,” said Omar Sabir, one of the three Philadelphia city 
commissioners, who oversee elections. 
 
When asked whether any immediate action could be taken locally to mitigate 
the delays, lawmakers said little can be done without funding. “The integrity of 
our democracy is at stake in this issue,” Brendan Boyle said. – Philadelphia 
Inquirer  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
I guess it’s a consequence of our times. 
 
We’ve got angst over COVID-19. Tension over protests for racial justice. Worry 
about a cracked economy. And the usual sins of social media, that viper’s nest 
where truth and reason routinely are poisoned. So, of course, we expect 
turmoil. Before, on and after Election Day this November. And, apparently, that 
expectation is climbing to record levels. 
 
A recent Reuters Poll shows strong majorities in both parties think Election 
Day spells trouble. Not based on who wins. Based on the election being 
rigged. A whopping 74 percent of registered voters express concern about 
“organized” efforts to sway the election; 80 percent of Democrats fear voter 
suppression; 80 percent of Republicans say voting by mail means 
“widespread” fraud. So, this is no small thing.  
 
And it looms in a year when voter turnout is projected to be the highest in a 
century; a projection, according to a New York Times analysis, that gives 
neither party a clear edge. Confounding, I know. There’s so much out there on 
so many levels. Some of it actually worrisome. Some of it half past daft. Time 
to buckle up.  
 
My email from readers and interviews with folks across the state whose 
political views run the gamut, offer a glimpse of fears and fantasies making the 
rounds. This from a reader in Williamsport: “Biden is not the real candidate for 
president. He’s a placeholder. There will be a switcheroo shortly.” Oh-Kay. But 
a switcheroo to? Tom Hanks? Iron Man? 
 
A legislative leader’s office got this from a constituent: “There is no virus. 
People are suffering from symptoms of 5G exposure,” and the coming vaccine 
will implant microchips for government mind-control of citizens. Don’t they do 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001STkNzquWhiIKhz6X8LOqlcKOe-QLVRzCBtpb8RdLgeoFub7_uO_vA9cr692TluVoimAPycYKMenw6oUASutXeayZPvWclJO7xZy60X1Uz3WvUHRapL4LLPxjYpId0Cq3iuXU4TOKiAymNSYuEYt9Tm_ZQE1TrytWsbC5kBUEqXN0_Ja-c94cet1UMPX4k8h6HcgH9oS5PsjjvLHINxelAONV88VxWxKTbPp7lwOKkSfX9tuahRUde9h_xKBQ_Z46M5ns1Xd6ogxTiNL0-D-S0i1m2kbHi6sKBwTcVrxxsik=&c=4vVJd0hyHHixpRmKv91FbYgRt7M8T1a6Ek5kpZz8UN8_ZRHwwtHgfg==&ch=nPbiVfDDNiXOfxnpAzNr4PDVhenCo3KXACdmP5FuEcec7_E1Us_UqA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001STkNzquWhiIKhz6X8LOqlcKOe-QLVRzCBtpb8RdLgeoFub7_uO_vA9cr692TluVoe1hy1sjat16O86kHCavEGB6F4qY0cwF7AHm33kfATZgt1SB-lWTXWaIc25dssEZW8Vt14BrS1Y_NzvrIouZengCQeuLNxK8ljfO7D6MnLYrQacrrhlFP4imYHYiDmQ4H26PDXyLdGjKJRUoaBPNJ_fTyd0LvI8AFLfugJIioKtbxRYdpZjFHtTcrhavCoozbQmdaoQCzzEJPfWjL85KBa9P9Uelek5ZJQ9vuMwuoMHsAFDqI64iInNmXtjfsM8r3&c=4vVJd0hyHHixpRmKv91FbYgRt7M8T1a6Ek5kpZz8UN8_ZRHwwtHgfg==&ch=nPbiVfDDNiXOfxnpAzNr4PDVhenCo3KXACdmP5FuEcec7_E1Us_UqA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001STkNzquWhiIKhz6X8LOqlcKOe-QLVRzCBtpb8RdLgeoFub7_uO_vA9cr692TluVoDphfaVy8_LA0iLMOjZFjdZ_iokq_64g-ZeWAoupOjHmlzcRBF7aLnmgBNyYHDUT1QDMdOJ01R0uMpYiDEl_xXU-UWyvCZI62kzseRUzYjEqWS5Q1MCFefjMz3piNuq_7FEhX_pTflmQFdQv6AWlH_kmdq3Zl_UjDSdmdG0nAII1u8LcP9BshlGr6i55ZRvY6fq3wtnvxBwKb74Z7Ef7VLDito9os34xrbULzHgo0I1C2Pf2T4d4Xb19F0IpGwMpfqpGcmyTe5gB93KntxhFkuNadlgqkRMox&c=4vVJd0hyHHixpRmKv91FbYgRt7M8T1a6Ek5kpZz8UN8_ZRHwwtHgfg==&ch=nPbiVfDDNiXOfxnpAzNr4PDVhenCo3KXACdmP5FuEcec7_E1Us_UqA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001STkNzquWhiIKhz6X8LOqlcKOe-QLVRzCBtpb8RdLgeoFub7_uO_vA9cr692TluVoOgOPTG0f8muC-OZfrQaek0bh3SrU4dxW-d3GZahWhiO-wKmZ_goM1Z5e6XYNb1EkyMZGWLp4ecS29-v2i2IBWdtIoTIvw7wi9gtiwkKplDSKPxQK2eIsmpGMEyFQLBbnWzYRKAenpxXz1cDhbUGVWRxU9s2ElzMF&c=4vVJd0hyHHixpRmKv91FbYgRt7M8T1a6Ek5kpZz8UN8_ZRHwwtHgfg==&ch=nPbiVfDDNiXOfxnpAzNr4PDVhenCo3KXACdmP5FuEcec7_E1Us_UqA==


that now with flu shots? Isn’t Russia and/or China planning to print and submit 
false mail-in ballots in bulk? Democrats see President Trump purposely 
undercutting the Postal Service so mail-in ballots are late or 
undelivered. You’ve likely heard Joe Biden’s thinking no debates to reduce his 
risk of stumbles.  
 
But, wait, there’s more. A Pittsburgh Democratic operative says his GOP 
friends “are absolutely convinced” county election officials plan to “play ballot-
toss” by throwing away mail-in Trump votes. (Allegheny and other counties use 
machines to open and extract mail-in ballots, but a person then flattens the 
ballot before it gets scanned to be recorded.) Another reader tells me of 
parents in a dementia unit and suggests, therefore, thanks to mail-in, he can 
have three votes. 
 
Good plan, except that would be a felony with fines, possible imprisonment 
and loss of voting rights, if found out. A Central Pennsylvania Republican 
consultant cites buzz about Gov. Tom Wolf shutting down the state in October, 
over real or imagined COVID-19 concerns, to reduce turnout and increase the 
impact of Democratic-driven mail-in votes. Maybe stock booze and TP now? 
 
Then there’s Philadelphia, with an electoral tradition that seems to have risen 
from Dante’s Nine Circles of Hell. A Philadelphia Democratic advisor predicts 
his city will provide a nightmare by being last to report vote totals, a number 
that would swing the state, and maybe the nation. And by being last he means 
“by more than a week.” Release the lawsuits.  
 
Finally, a long-time Pennsylvania broadcaster points to democracies in Latin 
American, Eastern Europe and Africa, where elections have been boycotted by 
political parties as a form of protest against perceived electoral unfairness. The 
suggestion is that by October it’s evident Trump can’t win reelection and 
advises supporters to boycott voting on grounds the thing is rigged against 
him. Thus, Trump could say, “I didn’t lose. I never lose. The deep state and 
Democrats stole my office.” A large enough boycott could cheapen a Biden 
victory and broaden the nation’s ideological gulf. 
 
Don’t shake your head. I used to think some things impossible. Now I think 
anything’s possible. Still, the hope here is that talking/thinking about 
conspiracies and threats to the electoral process sets up alerts and barriers 
against them. The hope is for a clean election with a clear winner, giant strides 
against COVID-19 and quicker-than-expected economic recovery. And 
hopefully, a resurgent grit and determination of good people in government 
and society to make that happen is, like our troubles, also a consequence of 
our times. – John Baer’s column in Harrisburg Patriot-News  
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