
 

H.F. “Gerry” Lenfest, 88 – who used the sale of the family cable business to 
become one of Pennsylvania’s leading philanthropists for nearly two decades, 
giving away more than $1.3 billion – died Sunday morning. 
 
“While his success in building and growing our great industry has been matched by few, 
Gerry Lenfest’s true legacy will forever be his kindness, generosity and tireless 
humanitarian efforts. Quietly and without fanfare, Gerry improved the lives of countless 
individuals within the Commonwealth and around the country with his 
philanthropy. Gerry’s benevolence, compassion and selflessness overshadow the 
enormous strides and prominence he brought to cable in Pennsylvania. The officers and 
staff of BCAP extend their deepest condolences to Marguerite and the family.”  
 
Dan Tunnell 
BCAP President  
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H.F. Lenfest, a businessman turned philanthropist who donated 
hundreds of millions of dollars to arts, education and journalism 
institutions in Philadelphia, died there on Sunday. He was 88. 
 
Mr. Lenfest, known as Gerry, was taken from his home in Rittenhouse 
Square and pronounced dead at Penn Presbyterian Medical Center, 
said Fred Stein, a family spokesman and friend. Mr. Lenfest died of 
complications of chronic illness, Mr. Stein said. Mr. Lenfest joined 
Triangle Publications, a media group, in 1965 after working at a New 
York law firm, The Associated Press reported. When the company sold 
its cable television assets, Mr. Lenfest purchased them with the help of 
two investors, and expanded the assets into the 11th largest cable 
company in the country. He and his wife, Marguerite, made $1.2 billion 
after selling the company, Suburban Cable, to Comcast in 2000. They 
donated an estimated $1.1 billion.   
 
Mr. Lenfest had long been a supporter of public institutions that served 
the community, donating millions to entities such as Columbia 
University, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Lenfest College 
Scholars program and the Barnes Foundation in Philadelphia, 
according to the Lenfest Institute for Journalism. He also contributed to 
the Museum of the American Revolution. In 2012, he made a name for 
himself in journalism at a time that daily newspapers were confronting 
dwindling circulation and advertising revenues, and were seeking new 
business models and sources of income.  
 
Mr. Lenfest was part of a group of investors that purchased the 
Philadelphia Media Network, publisher of The Philadelphia Inquirer, 
The Philadelphia Daily News and Philly.com. At the time, Mr. Lenfest 
had come to see newspapers as a public trust, similar to museums and 
libraries, David Boardman, the chairman of the Lenfest Institute, said 
on Sunday. “He saw and understood the unique challenges for local 
newspapers, particularly in these metropolitan markets,” said Mr. 
Boardman, who is dean of the Klein College of Media and 
Communication at Temple University in Philadelphia. “Truly, his clear 
and singular motivation was that he understood that journalism, public 
service journalism, is essential to democracy.” 
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Mr. Lenfest and a fellow investor, Lewis Katz, agreed in 2014 to pay $88 

million to buy the Philadelphia publications. Just days after the 
purchase, Mr. Katz died in a plane crash. In 2016, Mr. Lenfest 
announced that he had donated the three news outlets to a new 
nonprofit that he created, the Institute for Journalism in New Media, 
which later was renamed the Lenfest Institute for Journalism. Mr. 
Lenfest said the move was intended to extend the publications’ 
longevity in a new digital age. “My goal is to ensure that the journalism 
traditionally provided by the printed newspapers is given a new life and 
prolonged, while new media formats for its distribution are being 
developed,” Mr. Lenfest said. “Of all of the ventures I have been 
involved with in my life, nothing is more important than preserving the 
journalism that has been delivered by these storied news 
organizations.” He stepped down as chairman of the institute in 2017, 
and Mr. Boardman took his place.  
 
By investing in the future of those news outlets in Philadelphia, Mr. 
Lenfest helped create a way for local journalism to exist and possibly 
be replicated in other parts of the country, Mr. Boardman said. Harold 
FitzGerald Lenfest was born on May 29, 1930, in Jacksonville, Fla., the 
son of Harold C. Lenfest and Herrena FitzGerald Lenfest. Mr. Lenfest 
was known as Gerry because he wanted a common man’s name, Mr. 
Stein said. When Mr. Lenfest was 13, the family moved to a farm near 
Lambertville, N.J. He went to Flemington High School and graduated 
from Mercersburg Academy in Pennsylvania. 
 
Mr. Lenfest graduated from Washington and Lee University in 
Lexington, Va., with a degree in economics in 1953, served in the 
United States Navy, attained the rank of captain, and graduated from 
Columbia Law School. He married Marguerite in 1955, when she was 
a senior in college. In addition to his wife, Mr. Lenfest is survived by his 
children Diane Lenfest Myer, H. Chase Lenfest and Brook Lenfest; 
sisters Marie Schmitz and Lauren Lenfest, and brother Robin Lenfest; 
and grandchildren Alexa Lenfest, Chase A. Lenfest, Olivia Myer and 

William Myer. – New York Times; please see Philly.com’s coverage 
including video tributes and photos  
_______________________________________________ 
While the passing of philanthropist H.F. "Gerry" Lenfest leaves an 
unfillable void in the civic life of Philadelphia, it may be a truer measure 
of his life that its end also breaks many hearts. Those who knew him – 
and there are many – will remember a charming, kind, generous man, 
with an eternal spark in his eyes, whose unassuming nature belied the 
astonishing wealth he accumulated … and gave away. 
 
To most of us, philanthropy lives in rarefied air, as far away as the 
moon. The wealth that philanthropy requires is usually fortressed 
behind foundations and institutions, and the bestowal of generosity 
rarely comes with a human face. Gerry's was the very human face — 
and heart — of philanthropy. His giving was personal. He gave to what 
he loved: the city, young people, the arts, culture and civic endeavors. 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, Curtis Institute, Museum of the American 
Revolution, the Barnes, after-school programs, the School District. And 
he and his wife, Marguerite, kept giving, all told, $1.3 billion. His 
generosity made an indelible imprint on the recipients of his largesse, 
but also on the civic expectations for others to contribute and better our 
city and region. Lenfest was also a testament not just to second acts in 
life, but to third, fourth and more. After a stint in the Navy, he got a law 
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degree, and then went on to build a cable empire. The sale of that 
empire in 2000 netted him $1.2 billion. Instead of setting up a 
foundation to have that money survive him in perpetuity, he entered a 
new act of his life by methodically spending that money on the 
institutions and causes he cared about. 
 
It was one of his final acts a few years ago that holds the most 
significance for us — and for the democratic principles of a free press. 
As the news business was disrupted, and the companies such as ours 
struggled to find strategies to survive, Philadelphia Media Network 
experienced a turbulent period of multiple owners and directions. 
Despite his insistence that he wouldn't get involved in this business, 
that changed in 2012 when he became one of a partnership that 
bought the Inquirer, Daily News and Philly.com.  He became 
passionate about the importance of vibrant journalism, not just for this 
city, but for society, and in 2016, established the Lenfest Institute for 
Journalism, which became the nonprofit owner of the company. This 
not only would establish longevity that would outlive him, but also 
established a new model for how journalism might be supported. In 
April of last year, the Museum of the American Revolution opened, 
another passion project that would not exist without Lenfest. His 
leadership there is fitting for a revolutionary man who changed the face 
of the city's civic life and its philanthropic potential. He gave with his 
heart. 
 
And today, many others are broken. – Philadelphia Inquirer editorial  
_______________________________________________ 
 
The Trump administration asked the U.S. Supreme Court on Friday to 
vacate a 2016 appeals court ruling that had upheld Obama era "net 
neutrality" rules that barred internet service providers from blocking, 
throttling or prioritizing content. The request was made even though 
the Federal Communications Commission voted along party lines to 
toss out the 2015 rules late last year, rendering the fight over their 
legality moot. 
 
In a filing to the Supreme Court, the Trump administration said the 
question for the court was "whether the now-superseded 2015 order 
was invalid because it exceeded the FCC's statutory authority, was 
arbitrary and capricious, was promulgated without adequate public 
notice, or violated the First Amendment." The FCC's decision to repeal 
the 2015 net neutrality rules was widely considered a victory for 
internet service providers, or ISPs, like Verizon Communications Inc or 
Comcast Corp, over internet companies like Netflix Inc or Facebook 
Inc which depend on ISPs to carry their content to customers. – 
Reuters    

 

 

   

 

  

 


