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A bipartisan group of 35 Pennsylvania House members, led by Rep. 

Frank Farry (R., Langhorne), is sponsoring legislation that would 
grease the bureaucratic wheels in local governments so that wireless 
companies can place thousands of 5G mini-cell antennas near roads, 
or in other publicly controlled rights of way.  
 
5G is the next generation of wireless service that could lead to driver-
less cars and robotic deliveries. The proposed legislation, introduced 
July 13 — and heavily lobbied by wireless carriers that support it — 
could avoid lawsuits over disputes on the small cell antennas in their 
towns, lawmakers say. Elected representatives from virtually all of the 
state’s metropolitan areas signed on as sponsors, and the bill is 
headed toward hearings.  
 
But the Pennsylvania Municipal League opposes it as a giveaway to 
Big Telecom that would gut local zoning in the state’s boroughs and 

towns and saddle municipal governments with extra costs. Permits for 
the new wireless antennas would cost $100 and carry a $25 annual 
fee, which township officials say won’t cover the municipal costs from 
the new poles or antennas. “It’s one-sided for the industry,” said 
Richard J. Schuettler, executive director of the Pennsylvania Municipal 
League. “People want to use 5G and we want it to happen. But there 
needs to be a recognition of local government and its historic inherent 
right to manage rights of way.”  
 
The proposed bill, Schuettler added, would be onerous for local towns 
with “one zoning officer who has to move all this paper.” Many of these 
5G wireless antennas will be attached to existing utility poles. But 
others would be placed on new poles. The proposed legislation also 
allows utility poles in neighborhoods without them, which would upset 
local residents. 
 
Dan Cohen, a Pittsburgh lawyer who represents several Pennsylvania 
towns, said the proposed fees for 5G antennas or poles are “insulting 
to municipalities” and would “cover a fraction of what the municipal 
costs actually are.” The legislation includes a “shot clock” of 15 days 
for a town to say an application is complete and 60 days for approval 
or denial. In towns with fewer than 50,000 residents, the proposed 
legislation says that wireless carriers can submit up to 20 applications 
a month for small cell antennas, or poles, a month. 
 
Local governments, the league says, should control these areas for the 
public good and not corporations. The Pennsylvania legislation is part 
of a national campaign by wireless carriers that face huge costs 
offering faster service for smart phones, with similar 5G laws 
considered or passed in dozens of states. The federal government also 
has been looking at the issue. Verizon Communications, AT&T, Sprint, 
and T-Mobile view the municipal rights-of-way in towns as wireless 
superhighways with poles sporting wireless antennas. 
 
5G technology could create three million new jobs and $275 billion in 
private investment by 2026 and lead to more data-driven services, 
including driver-less cars and robotic deliveries, according to telecom 
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groups supporting it. Advocates also say that 5G could offer 
consumers a competitive option to cable’s wire-line internet 
services, though Comcast has said it does not view 5G as a threat yet.  
 
Farry said that many other states had enacted 5G legislation. 
Pennsylvania should get on the bandwagon before the courts or the 
federal government take more action, he said. “We are trying to find a 
common ground that works and that is not intrusive to the 
municipalities,” Farry said. “There are clearly divergent interests.”  
 
Farry said that there would be compromises with the proposed 
legislation and he expected the final legislation to contain higher fees 
to be paid by the wireless carriers or those that operate the antennas, 
such as wireless infrastructure company Crown Castle. The company 
has major operations in Western Pennsylvania. In addition to lobbyists 
for wireless carriers, a special-interest grassroots group, the 
Pennsylvania Partnership for 5G, supports pro-5G legislation. Crown 

Castle formed the group.   
 
House Bill 2564 is the second attempt by Pennsylvania lawmakers to 
pass legislation on 5G small cells through the House Consumer Affairs 
Committee. Farry said the current proposal was an improvement — 
and less onerous on local towns — than the prior proposal. “Do they 
want to play ball?” Farry asked of municipal officials. “Or are they just 
going to say ‘no’ all the time?” 
 
Robert Lovenheim, a supervisor in Monroe County’s Smithfield 
Township who has studied the 5G small cells issue, suggested that the 
legislation “set up a state office of small antennae permits, funded by 
industry fees, that any municipality could use as the clearinghouse for 
advice and responses when deluged with permit applications.” There 
will be a Consumer Affairs public hearing on the proposed legislation in 
Harrisburg on Aug. 9. 
 
So far, no serious 5G legislation “has gained traction” in the Garden 
State, said Mike Cerra, assistant executive director of the New Jersey 
League of Municipalities. “It’s definitely on our radar.” Wireless 
companies in New Jersey seem to be speaking directly with town 
officials or waiting for new federal laws or regulations, Cerra said. – 
Philadelphia Inquirer  
_______________________________________________ 
Atlantic Broadband, the 9th largest cable operator in the US, has 
launched the new TiVo Experience 4 combined with IP-based VoD. 
TiVo says its new entertainment platform features “a new, modern user 
interface with intuitive navigation and enhanced functionality, hyper-
personalised viewing recommendations and an easy-to-use remote, 
offering.”  
 
“The new experience is not only visually beautiful, but will transform 
the TV experience for our customers,” said Heather McCallion, Vice 
President of Products and Programming for Atlantic Broadband. 
“Sophisticated, advanced technology powers the new interface, but it’s 
amazingly simple to use and will make it easier for customers to find 
and enjoy the shows they love to watch. We are pleased to bring this 
major product enhancement to Atlantic Broadband’s markets as we 
continue to innovate on behalf of the customers we serve.” 
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“Consumers today have access to more TV content than ever before, 
but finding it requires multiple devices and varying content sources. 
TiVo Experience 4 brings it all together and gets you to your favourite 
shows faster than ever before, while learning what you like to watch,” 
said Michael Hawkey, Senior Vice President and General Manager, 
User Experience, TiVo. “Combined with a visually-rich onscreen user 
experience, TiVo Experience 4 provides an intuitive and powerful 
entertainment experience that we’re sure Atlantic Broadband 
customers will love.” 
 
In conjunction with the launch of TiVo Experience 4, Atlantic 
Broadband has introduced a new, IP-based Video On Demand 
platform powered by SeaChange. The IP platform substantially 
increases the number of on-demand choices, while quickly and 
efficiently delivering the content to customers on the viewing device of 
their choice. 
 
“We are proud that our cBridge Adrenalin solution is an integral 
element of Atlantic Broadband’s innovative platform,” said Mark 
Tubinis, Senior Vice President of Strategy at SeaChange. “Atlantic 
Broadband’s multi-vendor integration and focus on personalization are 
in complete alignment with our open, personalised vision for video’s 
future.” TiVo Experience 4 and IP VOD enhancements will launch this 
week in Atlantic Broadband’s Connecticut, New Hampshire and Maine 
service areas, and in its other markets by year’s end. – Advanced 

Television  
_______________________________________________ 
 
The November ballot just got more crowded in Pennsylvania. 
 
On Tuesday, the Pennsylvania Department of State’s election office 
approved nominating petitions for six Green Party candidates running 
for U.S. senator, governor, lieutenant governor and three legislative 
contests. Neal Gale, 66, of Abington, Montgomery County, is the 
party’s candidate for U.S. Senate. He will face Democratic incumbent 
Bob Casey, Republican Lou Barletta and Libertarian Dale Kerns. 
 
Paul Glover, 71, of Philadelphia is the Green Party’s gubernatorial 
candidate. He will will face Democratic incumbent Tom Wolf, GOP 
candidate Scott Wagner and Libertarian Ken Krawchuk. Jocolyn 
Bowser-Bostick, 57, of Chester, Delaware County, is on the ballot for 
lieutenant governor. She will appear on the Green Party’s ballot with 
Glover.  
 
In Pennsylvania, the parties’ candidates for governor and lieutenant 
governor run on the same ticket in the general election. Wolf’s running 
mate is John Fetterman and Wagner’s is Jeff Bartos. Green Party 
candidates also got on the ballot for the state Senate’s 20th district and 
the state House’s 10th and 23rd districts. 
 
Pennsylvania historically has made it hard for third-party candidates to 
get on the ballot. In 2014, Pennsylvania law required third-parties to 
gather 21,774 signatures. That number of signatures was lowered to 
5,000 in 2016 to settle a federal lawsuit. Still, the Green and Libertarian 
parties’ candidates stand little to no chance in the Nov. 6 election for 
any office. 
 



Outcomes do not matter, said Jenny Isaacs, of Doylestown, who led 
the the Green Party’s signature drive. What matters, she said, is the 
democratic process. “Most importantly, it is to maintain the vision 
voters need to have a choice and a range of options on the ballot,” 
Isaacs said. “Until we have ranked-choice voting, it’s going to be hard 
for those people to gain political power.” – Allentown Morning Call  

 

 

   

 

  

 


