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Local sports fans will soon have the option to watch the Penguins and Pirates 
on the same network, at the same time. Sort of. 
 
AT&T SportsNet announced Thursday that it’s creating an overflow channel 
to accommodate scheduling conflicts between the two teams with baseball 
back from its COVID-19 pandemic break and the NHL poised to follow this 
weekend. Previously, scheduling conflicts were often resolved with Penguins 
playoff games taking priority on AT&T SportsNet and the Pirates relying on 
MLB Network to get their games on local television.  
 
Now, fans can move over to what AT&T is calling “PIT2” to watch the Pirates 
while the Penguins are playing on the flagship channel. PIT2 will air Pirates 
games at least twice in the coming weeks, as the Penguins’ qualifying round 
series with Montreal includes at least two games that conflict with the Pirates’ 
schedule Aug. 3 and 5. 
 
Necessary extra games in the Montreal series or a subsequent playoff series 
could create more conflicts, which would result in more Pirates games being 
moved to PIT2. Each game broadcast will be accompanied by pre- and 
postgame shows. A guide to how and where to watch can be found here. 
– WPXI-TV, Pittsburgh; see also Pittsburgh Tribune-
Review and Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  
_____________________________________________________________ 
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One of the largest free, outdoor festivals in the country, Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania’s Musikfest, normally attracts 1.2 million people over its 10 days. 
It brings about $77 million to the Lehigh Valley economy each year, according 
to Kassie Hilgert, CEO of ArtsQuest, which puts on Musikfest. “We have 17 
stages spread out over 60 acres across the city,” said Hilgert. The festival 
attracts people from 45 states and 26 countries. 
 
That was before COVID-19. This weekend, Musikfest launches for its typical 
10 days of music, food, and crafts as a hybrid of online and in-person events. 
The music will be presented in three ways: 

• As streaming, prerecorded performances by artists in their home 
studios, including headliners KT Tunstall, steel guitar player Robert 
Randolph, Adam Weiner of the band Low Cut Connie, and the 
rockabilly of the Reverend Horton Heat. 

• As live concert broadcasts on cable TV from a soundstage at Service 
Electric, a cable TV provider in the Lehigh Valley, showcasing more 
local talent like the folk music of Dave Fry, the blues and soul of Slam 
Allen, and at least three polka bands.  

• As in-person, outdoor dinner performances from the campus of 
SteelStacks, the former home of Bethlehem steel that was transformed 
into an entertainment complex, including the Craig Thatcher Band, 
Danielle Ponder, and the Hector Rosado Orchestra. 

“Our campus can hold about 4,000 people in normal years. So we can safely 
have 250 people in two adjacent venues on campus,” said Hilgert, referring to 
the state mandate that limits large outdoor gatherings to 250 people.   
This is the 36th year of the festival, which normally offers 16 of its 17 music 
stages for free. The economic impact of Musikfest comes mostly from food, 
craft vendors, hotels, restaurants, and ancillary costs of attending a festival. 
Those vendors are usually set up in various plazas, or “platzes” named in 
honor of Lehigh Valley’s German and Pennsylvania Dutch heritage: 
Americaplatz, Festplatz, Handwerkplatz, etc. 
 
The festival is attempting to recreate the platz experience online, where 
merchants and craft activities will have a virtual presence. Participants are 
encouraged to get into the spirit of the festival by designating their own home 
as a “platz.” – WHYY-TV, Philadelphia; also see WPVI-TV, 
Philadelphia and Allentown Morning Call  
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
For the second quarter in a row, Philadelphia-based Comcast Corp. broke 
long-held quarterly records for new high-speed internet customers. In the 
second quarter of COVID-19-dominated 2020, Comcast gained 323,000 high-
speed internet customers — the best second quarter results in 13 years, 
according to Mike Cavanagh, the company’s senior executive vice president 
and chief financial officer.  
 
That figure doesn’t include the 600,000 people who are using the company’s 
internet essentials package — a program to provide services to low-income 
individuals. Before that, Comcast had marked its best quarterly net adds in 12 
years during this year’s first quarter when it added a net of 477,000 high-speed 
internet customers. Broadband is still the No. 1 priority, David Watson, 
president and CEO of Comcast Cable, said on a call with analysts 
Thursday. “With only 50% of the homes and businesses in our footprint taking 
our data product, there is plenty of room for growth,” he said. “We will continue 
to invest in our broadband network to ensure we have reliability as well as 
product innovation. “We think we’ve redefined what great broadband is and it 
goes beyond speed,” Mr. Watson said, adding that the company is focused on 
coverage, control and streaming.  
 
Those factors may have become even more important to customers in recent 
months as the COVID-19 pandemic sent people home to work or take classes 
— putting extra strain on the networks they relied on. The company expects to 
see residential high-speed revenue growth accelerate in the third quarter. 
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In Pennsylvania, Comcast announced Wednesday it had completed expansion 
of its advanced network to customers in Cranberry, Marshall and Pine. The 
expansion, which offers service to more than 2,400 business addresses in that 
area, provides local companies with ethernet, internet, Wi-Fi and voice 
services. “As the world’s transitioning, broadband is the center of making a lot 
of that possible,” Comcast chairman and CEO Brian Roberts said. 
 
Already starting to adjust to new preferences and requirements during a global 
pandemic, Comcast’s NBCUniversal signed a deal with AMC Theaters earlier 
this week to get movies inside customers’ homes earlier than usual. Some of 
the studio’s movies will be made available to U.S. audiences after just 17 days 
in theaters. Comcast also rolled out a streaming platform, Peacock, nationwide 
in July. Already, 10 million users have signed up, and customers are visiting 
more frequently and staying on longer than expected, NBCUniversal CEO Jeff 
Shell said. 
 
The financial impact of COVID-19 on the film industry hasn’t yet been realized, 
Mr. Shell said. Right now, Universal is spending less on production and still 
bringing in money from past hits, he said. Next year, that could 
change. Overall, the company reported $3.1 billion in adjusted net income, 
down 12.2% from $3.6 billion in the same quarter last year. 
 
Revenue for Comcast’s cable communications remained relatively flat around 
$14.4 billion, with a 0.2% decline from the same quarter last year. Sky, a 
British telecommunications conglomerate, fell 15.5% to $4.1 billion, while 
revenue for NBCUniversal dropped 25.4% to $6.1 billion. For NBCUniversal, 
theme parks took the biggest hit, reporting a 94.1% drop in revenue to $87 
million from $1.4 billion in the same time period last year. With the exception of 
one park in California, most have reopened to the public. Though attendance is 
much lower than typical summer levels, “We are still doing better financially 
than if we were closed,” Mr. Shell said. “The road back will be gradual and 
bumpy.” – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Amazon.com Inc. delivered soaring quarterly sales and profit, leading a pack of 
tech giants on Thursday that reported thriving business during the throes of the 
coronavirus pandemic and highlighting the industry’s central place in business 
and society at a time of growing concern over its clout.   
 
The success of Amazon, Apple Inc. and Facebook Inc. in the face of a 
pandemic that has caused unprecedented economic disruption and millions of 
job losses shows how tech giants have become even more indispensable at a 
time when people are living and working more online. The companies showed 
strength in businesses ranging from gadgets and online retail to cloud 
computing and digital advertising. 
 
Amazon reported record revenue and profit even as it spent $4 billion between 
April and June to stabilize its supply chain and improve worker safety. The 
Seattle e-commerce pioneer now employs more than 1 million workers, the 
second-largest in the U.S. Amazon reported $88.9 billion in sales as a flood 
of customers grew to rely more than ever on online shopping. Profits doubled 
to a record $5.2 billion, far exceeding analyst expectations.  
 
Apple proved to be another example of the technology industry’s strength in 
the pandemic, reporting a better-than-expected 11% increase in quarterly 
sales due to strong demand for apps, work-from-home devices and a new, 
low-price iPhone. Facebook showed the resilience of its social-media business 
despite a continuing procession of controversies. Sales rose 11% to $18.7 
billion due to increased engagement from users—though growth slowed and 
the company warned about persistent risks from the economy and an 
advertiser boycott.  
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Google parent Alphabet Inc. was the outlier Thursday, reporting a decline in 
quarterly revenue compared with a year earlier for the first time in company 
history. Still, the company’s sales beat analyst expectations, and its profit, 
though down 30%, was still more than $6 billion. Shares in all four companies, 
already among the best performers for large corporations across the stock 
market this year, rose after hours, with Amazon, Apple and Facebook all 
gaining more than 5%. Alphabet edged up almost 1%. Collectively, those stock 
moves would add more than $200 billion to their market value if they hold up in 
trading Friday. Apple alone gained about $100 billion, roughly equal to the 
market value of Citigroup Inc. and exceeding that of Starbucks Corp.  
 
The extraordinary display of business resilience amid the sharpest economic 
contraction in history put a spotlight on Big Tech’s unstinting rise only a day 
after the chief executives of the same four companies were grilled by members 
of the House Judiciary Committee investigating antitrust concerns. Lawmakers’ 
questions over more than five hours of testimony reflected bipartisan disquiet 
with the leverage those companies have gained over a range of business and 
social activity.  
 
The breakout success of the companies came as a surprise even for investors 
who had expected them to do well, showing how entrenched technology has 
become in daily life at a time when people world-wide have stayed home from 
work and school as a result of the pandemic. “The internet is the connective 
glue in Apple devices, Facebook ads, the Amazon shipments,” said Jefferies 
analyst Brent Thill. “Ultimately, we think there is a more permanent tailwind 
behind these big tech companies.” 
 
Amazon had struggled in March and April as the economic shutdown took hold 
across the country, spending more than $4 billion on coronavirus-related 
costs. Amazon hired hundreds of thousands of workers, boosted pay and took 
dozens of steps to ensure warehouse safety after facing early criticism from 
some employees. The e-commerce giant has seen its shares surge by more 
than 60% this year, more than double the increase for other tech giants such 
as Apple and triple that of retailers that have largely kept stores open such 
as Home Depot Inc., according to FactSet.  “We don’t know when we will 
recover out of this Covid crisis, but one thing that is certain is that these 
[shopping] trends are taking hold, and that’s why more and more people are 
hiding in Amazon,” said Hari Srinivasan, a portfolio manager at Neuberger 
Berman Group LLC, which owns roughly $1.8 billion worth of Amazon shares.  
 
In a media call Thursday, Chief Financial Officer Brian Olsavsky said that 
Amazon’s profit was helped by sales of more profitable items on its website 
and that the company was able to ship a greater amount of products than it 
had anticipated. He said the company expects to spend roughly $2 billion in 
coronavirus-related costs during the third quarter. Amazon’s earnings came a 
day after Chief Executive Jeff Bezos made his first appearance before 
Congress as part of a federal inquiry into the market power of the nation’s 
largest technology companies.  
 
Along with other tech leaders, Mr. Bezos faced criticism from lawmakers, 
including several who asked about revelations in a Wall Street Journal article 
that Amazon employees have used data from sellers to form its private-label 
products. Mr. Bezos said a company investigation into the Journal article is 
continuing. Even as investors might have brushed off the risks of antitrust 
scrutiny for the companies, powering a huge increase in their value, business 
challenges remain for all four corporations.  
 
The most acute difficulties might come for Facebook and Google in 
advertising. Facebook’s revenue-growth rate fell and the company warned that 
growth will be muted as a result of the economic fallout from the pandemic, an 
advertiser boycott and reduced efficacy of ad targeting. The global pandemic 
dealt a rare losing hand to Google’s digital-advertising operation, pushing 
quarterly revenue down compared with a year earlier for the first time in 
company history. Executives stressed that advertising had steadily improved 
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throughout the quarter but acknowledged that challenges remain. “We do 
believe it’s premature to say we are out of the woods,” said Chief Financial 
Officer Ruth Porat.  
 
Apple delayed the fall release of its flagship iPhone by a few weeks, the 
company said, pushing it into October from late September. Although the 
company’s $399 iPhone SE encouraged customers with older devices to 
upgrade, other customers continue to wait for the fall release of the first 5G 
models, analysts say. – Wall Street Journal  
_____________________________________________________________ 
  
To mask or not to mask? 
 
That question is a reliable indicator of political beliefs almost five months into 
the pandemic, with partisanship as contagious as the coronavirus itself. Two in 
three — 64% — of the registered voters in a new Franklin and Marshall 
College poll of Pennsylvania said it is “extremely important” to wear a mask 
when they leave home. The other third? No so much.  
 
Liberals (88%) and moderates (84%) see masks as important, but just 42% of 
conservatives agree.  This comes as the political messaging emitted from 
Harrisburg and Washington has been consistently inconsistent. Conservatives 
in the Assembly are still railing against efforts to quell the virus, while 
President Donald Trump equivocates between supporting and 
attacking medical advice and advisers.  Pollster G. Terry Madonna delved into 
the partisan split, finding that most conservatives (78%) and moderates (63%) 
don’t expect to contract COVID-19, while 45% of liberals see it as possible.  
 
Overall, Madonna found that 26% of voters said it is very or somewhat likely 
they will catch the virus in the next three months, sentiment he attributes to a 
surge of infections across the country. Just 1% of the 667 registered voters in 
the poll — 324 Democrats, 271 Republicans and 72 independents — said they 
had been diagnosed with the coronavirus, while 22% said an intimate family 
member or close friend had contracted the virus. Seven percent said a family 
member or friend had died from it. About two in five (43%) said it was 
extremely important to stay home to avoid the virus. 
 
Gov. Tom Wolf, cast as a tyrant by those elected officials and residents who 
don’t like wearing masks or avoiding large gatherings, received high marks for 
his job performance from liberals (90%) and moderates (65%), but flunked with 
conservatives at 13%. Former Vice President Joe Biden, the presumptive 
Democratic nominee, leads Trump 50% to 41% in the poll, in which the 
pandemic ranked as the most pressing issue in the state.  
 
Voters were not impressed with Trump’s handling of the crisis — 49% said he 
was failing, and 8% ranked him as below average. Just 29% said he was doing 
an excellent or very good job. Political cycles have a usual rhythm. 
Challengers, needing a platform to build name recognition, demand debates 
with incumbents, who engage as little as possible. That beat has been 
disrupted this year, as the Washington Post recently noted in a story about 
Republican senators seeking to debate Democratic challengers early and 
often.  
 
We’re hearing the same music in the 1st Congressional District, where U.S. 
Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick, a Bucks County Republican, is complaining that 
Democratic nominee Christina Finello will not participate in a radio debate in 
September. WBCB-1490, in a story Monday, reported that it tried to set up the 
debate for August. Fitzpatrick agreed. Finello wanted to wait until October. The 
station tried to meet in the middle, offering dates in September. Finello 
declined.  
 
A poll commissioned by Finello in June found 71% of voters in the district didn’t 
know enough about her to offer an opinion. A poll by the Democratic group 
House Majority PAC that month found the race essentially a tie, with 8% 
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undecided, Politico reported. Fitzpatrick is using all this to raise money, telling 
supporters Finello is “afraid to debate.” Finello’s camp says she “can’t wait to 
hold Brian Fitzpatrick accountable” for his record. She has committed to two 
other debates in October. – Chris Brennan’s “Clout” column 
in Philadelphia Daily News  

 

 

   

 

  


