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A recent study stating that broadband Internet service in many 
counties in Pennsylvania including rural counties like Butler, is bell\ow 
the standard set by the Federal Communications Commission is not 
supported locally. The study, commissioned by the Center for Rural 
Pennsylvania and conducted by Penn State’s telecommunications 
department, was published in June. It states the median upload and 
download speeds across most of the state do not meet FCC 
standards. FCC standard for download speed is 35 megabits per 
second (Mbps).  
 
The study suggests that an FCC report stating that 800,000 people in 
Pennsylvania do not have access to broadband connectivity 
underestimates the severity of what it calls the “digital divide.” The 
research team collected more than 11 million broadband speed tests 
from across the state last year and found median speeds are under the 
FCC standard. Research concluded that there were no counties in the 
state where 50 percent of the population had connectivity equal to the 
FCC standard. 
 
The discrepancy between the FCC report and the research is at least 
partially attributable to the self reporting from Internet service providers 
(ISPs) that the FCC relies on, said Barry Denk, director of the Center 
for Rural Pennsylvania. “ISPs are required to submit data to the FCC 
of Form 477 declaring the availability of broadband in their service 
areas,” Denk said. “The service providers say their service is 
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available. They report by census block. If the ISP has service available 
to 10 residents (in a census block), they can say it has service 
available to them. There’s a lot of latitude in the declaration.” 
 
He said the lack of high-speed Internet service can make it difficult for 
high school students to complete assignments and conduct research, 
and hinder businesses. Rural school district officials in Butler County 
say their schools receive good Internet service through fiber optic lines, 
but a few students don’t have computers at home, and some areas 
don’t have Internet access. “We have high speed broadband Internet 
access at all three schools,” said Eric Ritzert, superintendent of the 
Karns City Area School District. “We bought fiber optic lines. We have 
adequate Internet connectivity. Students can tap into that for any and 
all instructional purposes.” However, he said he is glad to hear that 
someone is looking into rural Internet access. “Some don’t have it at 
home. It’s not available in some areas of our school district, Ritzert 
said. He said Armstrong provides Internet service to most of the 
district, but there are some areas that Armstrong doesn’t serve.  
 
The Allegheny-Clarion Valley School District had fiber optic installed at 
its schools in March and receives Internet service from Zito Media. “We 
have a very robust network that we use,” said A-C Valley 
Superintendent David McDeavitt. He said the district does not know 
how many students have Internet access at home, and he would like to 
conduct a survey to find out, but undocumented information paints a 
pretty good picture. “More kids have Internet access than I thought,” 
McDeavitt said. “We always have alternative assignments for work that 
need Internet access. I would like to survey the community to see what 
kind of Internet service they have.” 
 
Slippery Rock Area School District Superintendent Alfonso Angelucci 
said school buildings are connected to a 1 gigabyte fiber optic line, and 
the district hasn’t received complaints from students about a lack of 
Internet service at their homes. “We do not get complaints about ‘my 
Internet’s too slow and I can’t finish my assignments,’” Angelucci 
said. A computer lab in the high school open after school four days a 
week for students who have technology or Internet challenges at home 
is not nearly as busy as it used to be. “Twenty years ago, it was 
full. Now, only a few students use it,” Angelucci said. The broadband 
speed tests conducted in Butler County show a median download 
speed of 12.847 Mbps, according to the study. Median means that 50 
percent of the respondents experienced faster speeds and 50 percent 
experiences slower speeds.  
 
Armstrong’s standard and most popular Zoom Internet service 
provides a much higher speed, but customers can choose from five 
including the slowest and least expensive that provides 12 Mbps, said 
David Wittmann, Armstrong’s vice president of cable marketing. “Our 
standard Zoom speed is 100. That’s what the majority of our 
customers take,” Wittmann said. “We’ve been above that government 
standard forever.” Armstrong’s fastest service provides 1 gigabyte of 
download speed. The slowest, Zoom Express, provides 12 Mbps is the 
least expensive, he said. “We try to provide for smaller users with 
limited budgets,” Wittmann said.  
 
Armstrong serves all of Butler County and parts of surrounding 
counties, including Mercer, Lawrence, Crawford and Allegheny as well 
as other Western Pennsylvania counties. The company has a service 
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footprint in six states. Wittmann said the FCC is trying to identify areas 
with and without Internet service. He said the government could fund 
expansion of service in those areas. “We’re continually investing in the 
product. People’s use of the Internet is growing exponentially because 
there are so many devices that can hook up to it,” he said. – Butler 

Eagle  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Georgia awarded a $150 million contract to voting equipment 
manufacturer Dominion Voting Systems to implement a “verified paper 
ballot system” in the state prior to the March 2020 presidential 
primaries, the Georgia Secretary of State’s office announced 
Monday. This will involve replacing current voting machines in Georgia 
with machines from Dominion that print a paper ballot after the voter 
has made their choices to further secure the vote against outside 
interference.  
 
Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger said in a statement that 
“elections security is my top priority,” adding that “we look forward to 
working with national and local elections security experts to institute 
best practices and continue to safeguard all aspects of physical and 
cyber-security in an ever-changing threat 
environment.” Raffensperger’s office said in a statement that the 
machines will be in place by March 24, 2020, the date of Georgia’s 
presidential preference primary. The Secretary of State’s office has 
already partnered with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
and private cyber companies to improve election security in the state, 
with several Georgia counties working with DHS to provide security 
assessments of election offices.   
 
The new machines are being put in place after a new law in April that 
requires elections in Georgia to “be conducted with the use of scanning 
ballots marked by electronic ballot markers and tabulated by using 
ballot scanners for voting at the polls and for absentee ballots cast in 
person.” The electronic ballots markers are required to “produce paper 
ballots.” Dominion CEO John Poulous said in a statement that the 
company is “honored” to be chosen to implement the new 
machines. “Election officials and voters alike can be assured that they 
are using the most modern, accessible and security-focused system on 
the market today, with paper ballots for every vote cast to ease 
auditing and ensure voter confidence in results,” Poulous said.   
 
According to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Dominion was one of 
four voting machine companies, along with Election Systems & 
Software, Smartmatic and Hart InterCivic, to bid for the Georgia 
contract. However, a lawsuit working its way through a U.S. District 
Court could force Georgia to use hand-marked paper ballots instead. 
In 2017, election integrity advocates and voters sued Georgia election 
officials for using voting systems since 2002 they saw as not secure, 
and calling on them to use paper ballots. Arguments were heard last 
week, with no timing announced on a ruling.  
 
The announcement came less than a week after the Senate 
Intelligence Committee released the first volume of its bipartisan 
investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 election. The 
election security-focused report found that all 50 states were targeted 
by Russian actors in some way, with Russian hackers gaining access 
to some election infrastructure in Illinois and another unnamed state. 
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Raffensperger discussed the findings of the report in a statement last 
week, listing the replacement of existing Georgia voting machines with 
those that print paper ballots as one way the state was shoring up 
election security ahead of 2020. “We will continue to do everything 
necessary to protect our election from bad actors, both foreign and 
domestic,” Raffensperger said last week. – The Hill   
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