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Jeff Ross, President of Armstrong Utilities and a recent member of 
BCAP’s Board of Directors, will be officially inducted into the prestigious 
Cable TV Pioneers, the organization announced Wednesday.   
 
The group said the new class of 22 members "includes a wide spectrum 
of men and women from CEOs and company founders, to techs and 
trade execs who have and continue to contribute to the growth of our 
industry. Each has proven through their business contributions, 
community involvement and entrepreneurial success, their value as a 
Cable TV Pioneer."  
 
The Pioneers had hoped to announce the 2020 class early in July and 
hold an alternative ceremony on Oct. 13, when the pre-pandemic plan 
was to meet at a black-tie dinner in Denver at the start of the Cable-Tec 
Expo. The engineers' gathering, though, was cancelled due to pandemic-
related concerns. The Pioneers has not decided on what an alternative 
ceremony might look like, yet.   “For the past 10 years, the new class 
induction has been a sold-out event, and while Covid-19 will make it 
impossible to hold our 54th banquet, the Pioneer managing board is 
working hard to create a celebration worthy of honoring this outstanding 
class,” Dave Fellows, the Pioneer chairman, said in today's statement, 
adding, “We are hoping to announce alternative plans shortly that will be 
exciting for our new members and our sponsors.”  
 
Congratulations Jeff, on this much-deserved honor from all your friends 
and colleagues at BCAP! 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Having lost battle after battle to wrest control of Pennsylvania’s coronavirus 
response from Gov. Tom Wolf, the GOP-controlled legislature now wants 
voters to permanently weaken a governor’s emergency powers while boosting 
their own. This week, Republican lawmakers — with help from a handful of 
Democrats — cleared the first hurdle to get a constitutional amendment on a 
future ballot that would allow the General Assembly to unilaterally end a 
disaster declaration.  
 
The process is lengthy with no guaranteed outcome, but it has a major benefit 
for the GOP — unlike a piece of legislation, this approach doesn’t require 
Wolf’s approval. To send a question that would amend the Constitution to 
voters, the House and Senate must approve a resolution during two 
consecutive sessions, a relatively easy task when one party controls both 
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chambers. Currently, a governor can issue a disaster declaration for 90 days 
and extend it as needed. Wolf did that in March as the state began reporting its 
first cases of the coronavirus, and he renewed the order in early June. Such a 
declaration greatly expands the executive’s powers, allowing the governor to 
suspend regulatory provisions, control travel from certain areas, and suspend 
the sale of guns.  
 
The new resolution, authored by Sen. Kim Ward (R., Westmoreland), would 
allow a simple majority in the legislature to end a disaster declaration without 
the governor’s consent. It would also require the General Assembly to approve 
any extension beyond the first 21 days. Should the legislature prioritize the 
resolution when lawmakers return for a new session in January, the soonest 
the question could appear on the ballot is May 2021, according to Jennifer 
Kocher, a spokesperson for Senate Republicans. 
 
Throughout the coronavirus pandemic, Wolf and his administration have made 
the big decisions — to shut down schools, close businesses, and issue 
sweeping stay-at-home orders — and set the speed for reopening 
Pennsylvania. Pennsylvanians largely approved of those decisions, according 
to a Washington Post-Ipsos  poll from May, which showed more than 70% of 
adults in the state agreed with the governor’s handling of the pandemic.  
 
Still, the strategy has frustrated  the usually powerful Republican-controlled 
legislature, whose efforts to ease restrictions ahead of the administration’s 
timeline were repeatedly vetoed by Wolf. The frustration boiled over into a 
lawsuit to force Wolf to end his emergency order, which was rejected by the 
state Supreme Court. Justice David Wecht, writing for the majority, said 
lawmakers were required to send the resolution to Wolf, who then would be 
able to approve or veto the measure. That is “a key component of our 
Constitution’s balance of powers among the several branches of government, 
a balance that prevents one branch from dominating the others,” Wecht 
wrote. Wolf made his disapproval of the measure official when he formally 
vetoed it Tuesday.  
 
The debate surrounding how the state should handle the coronavirus 
pandemic has descended into an all-out interbranch war. Republicans in the 
Senate have twice taken the Wolf administration to court, including in May 
for documents related to a waiver program that allowed some non-essential 
businesses to stay open while others had to remain shuttered. That case is still 
pending. GOP leadership has framed the proposed constitutional amendment 
as a way to “give Pennsylvanians [a] voice in emergencies.”   
 
“Pennsylvania is not a dictatorship, and the voters should ultimately decide,” 
House Speaker Bryan Cutler (R., Lancaster) said in a statement. “We are a co-
equal branch of government and have tried at every turn to work with the 
administration, including asking to join a multi-branch, bipartisan task force to 
manage this crisis. The governor turned us down, deciding instead to go it 
alone for months on end.” 
 
The General Assembly is also advancing bills that would force the Wolf 
administration and future ones to act in certain ways during disaster 
declarations, though the legislation is subject to the governor’s veto pen. This 
week, the Senate unanimously approved a bill that would compel the 
executive to give the public and press access to government records during an 
emergency. The legislation garnered the same level of support when it passed 
the House in May.  Wolf said Wednesday he will reject the bill when it reaches 
his desk. “I am for transparency and I will set my record of transparency up 
against members of the General Assembly any day of the week,” Wolf said. “I 
think that particular bill has some flaws.” – Spotlight PA  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Joe Biden leads President Donald Trump by 13 percentage points among all 
Pennsylvania registered voters, according to a Monmouth University Poll 
released Wednesday. But most who were surveyed also believe they live 
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among an untold number of “secret Trump voters” who could ultimately swing 
the November election. 
 
More than half of those surveyed said they believe their communities are 
populated by people who support Trump but have not told anyone. Voters 
were split on whom they expect to win Pennsylvania this year, with 54% saying 
they were surprised that Trump prevailed four years ago. Biden, the 
presumptive Democratic nominee, is polling particularly well in 10 swing 
counties where the margins were tightest in the 2016 election, the survey 
found. In those counties, which include the Philadelphia suburbs and Biden’s 
hometown of Scranton, Biden holds a 54% to 35% lead among registered 
voters.  
 
Pollster Patrick Murray said it’s the voters in those swing counties, not hidden 
Trump supporters, who are most likely to decide the 2020 election in the 
state. “These are the kind of historical Democratic voters, the old steel-mill 
voters, who abandoned the Democratic Party in 2016,” he said. “It seems like 
Biden has significant strength there.” In August 2016, a Monmouth Poll had 
Hillary Clinton ahead of Trump by eight percentage points in Pennsylvania. 
Clinton won Philadelphia decisively, but Pennsylvania’s rural and rust belt 
communities delivered enough votes for Trump to eke out a 44,000-vote win 
and become the first Republican nominee in nearly three decades to capture 
the state’s Electoral College votes.  
 
In Lackawanna, Luzerne, and Westmoreland Counties, Clinton drew fewer 
votes than Barack Obama did against Republican John McCain in 2008. And 
support for Trump was better than expected in some longtime Democratic 
cities like Wilkes-Barre and Scranton. Biden’s lead shrinks when run through a 
model of lower voter turnout, Murray said. And overall in some areas, he’s not 
much further ahead than Clinton was at about this point in 2016 — meaning 
those places could still be up for grabs. 
 
Polls and studies have not uncovered evidence that “secret Trump voters” 
existed in large enough numbers in 2016 to swing the election, Murray said, 
but some Democratic voters are still scarred by what they saw as Clinton’s 
unexpected loss. “People are still trying to make explanations for that surprise,” 
he said. 
 
Monmouth’s poll was based on phone interviews with 401 registered voters in 
Pennsylvania. Results for the overall sample are subject to a margin of error of 
plus or minus 4.9 percentage points. Of those polled, 53% said they supported 
Biden, and 40% went with Trump. Biden is ahead with voters who are under 50 
years old and over 65, while Trump has an edge with voters between 50 and 
64. White voters without college degrees were more likely to support Trump 
than white college-educated voters and voters of color. More than 40% of 
voters said they were “more enthusiastic than usual” about the election. 
 
The poll also found that 56% of registered voters say Trump has done a bad 
job handling the coronavirus pandemic, with 42% approving of his 
performance. About 70% of voters, meanwhile, said Gov. Tom Wolf has done 
a good job managing the crisis in the state. – Philadelphia Inquirer  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
It’s so predictable. 
 
No matter the crisis, no matter how many actual issues scream for attention in 
the middle of the pandemic, our legislature still finds ways to push ideas to 
help itself. So it is that the Republican Senate just approved a measure to 
change the state Constitution -- for political revenge and partisan gain. 
 
The change would alter the way we elect state judges (which itself is a bad 
idea). It would avenge GOP anger at the Democratic-majority state Supreme 
Court. It would almost certainly insure future Republican control of that 
court. And that can determine which party owns majorities in our congressional 
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delegation and the legislature as part of the every-10-year process of mapping 
political districts – a process due in 2021.  
 
So, a legislature known for some of the worst congressional gerrymandering in 
the nation prior to 2018, now looks to gerrymander its state courts. Instead of 
statewide elections of Supreme Court justices and Superior and 
Commonwealth court judges, the measure creates judicial districts across the 
state from which candidates would run. Guess who draws those districts? If 
you guessed the Republican legislature, you’re following this just fine.  
 
And why do GOPers want this? The official reason is to get more diversity of 
judicial opinion on the courts. The real reason is to get more Republicans on 
the courts. Bipartisan it isn’t. Sponsored by Rep. Russ Diamond, R-
Lebanon, HB 196 passed the House last December, 102-95, without a single 
Democratic vote. It passed the Senate Wednesday, 26-24, without a single 
Democratic vote.  
 
It’s an example of revenge governance. The GOP still smarts badly from a 
2018 Supreme Court order resulting in new congressional districts. That came 
at a time Pennsylvania’s congressional delegation had 13 Republicans, 5 
Democrats. The new districts were put in place for 2018 elections. We now 
have 9 Republicans, 9 Democrats. So, yeah, if you’re a Republican you’re not 
only teed-off to beat the band, you’re primed to beat the court. 
 
Judicial-district elections could do that. Cut the map the way you want, you get 
plenty of GOP-heavy districts, ergo plenty of GOP judges. Right now, 
statewide court races cost lots of money and give an edge to candidates from 
areas with lots of voters. In other words, larger markets that tend to be home to 
(say it with me) Democrats. The current seven-member Supreme Court has 
five Democratic justices: four from Pittsburgh, one from Philly. 
 
This, in my view, is another reason to end statewide judicial 
elections. Pennsylvania is one of only seven states with partisan elections for 
all judges. Some sort of merit-selection, or a simple gubernatorial appointment, 
with advice and consent of the state Senate, ala the U.S. Supreme Court 
process, is a better way to pick, at least, the state Supreme Court.  
 
But judges by geography? Widener Law School professor Michael Dimino, an 
expert in judicial selection and constitutional law, put it simply: “I prefer 
choosing judges because they’re good judges, not because of where they 
live.” He also noted an alternative to seeking ideological balance. In Delaware, 
major courts cannot have more than a one-vote party majority (though that 
system is under constitutional challenge and headed to the U.S. Supreme 
Court).  
 
The problem with electing judges from regional districts is twofold. It changes 
the nature of the judicial branch and impinges on separation of powers by 
creating, in effect, another representative body. It suggests judges elected 
from a region  represent that region and its constituents. Judges are supposed 
to represent the rule of law for every citizen, not a regional constituency.  
 
We already have a representative body (such as it is), our legislature. And if 
judicial diversity, of any kind, is a real issue, why wasn’t it addressed before 
Republicans got stung by that 2018 high-court order? Still, this constitutional 
change must pass the House and Senate again next year in order to go to 
voters as a statewide ballot question next year. That could happen, assuming 
the House and Senate remain in GOP hands. And if you’re thinking, well, heck, 
Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf would veto that thing, not so. Governors can’t veto 
proposed constitutional amendments. 
 
That lawmakers busy themselves with political retaliation under the guise of 
judicial reform at a time their full focus should be on the needs of the pandemic 
moment speaks to their priorities: Self-interest over public interest. Predictably. 
– John Baer’s column in Harrisburg Patriot-News  
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