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Microsoft Corp. and an Ohio-based provider of telecommunications 
services announced an agreement Tuesday to extend broadband 
internet access to underserved rural areas of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois 
over the next three years. 
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The deal between Microsoft and Lima-based Watch Communications 
aims to make reliable high-speed internet available to another 815,000 
people throughout the region. That includes 288,000 of the roughly 1 
million Ohioans who federal figures show are not currently using the 
internet at high speeds. The project is part of Microsoft’s national 
Airband Initiative, which is seeking to fill regions unserved by high-
speed internet across the country. Among its partnerships is a deal 
Microsoft struck last year with Canton-based Agile Networks to reach 
110,000 unserved people in rural Ohio. 
 
And Microsoft is not the only tech giant working to solve a connectivity 
problem in rural, often poor areas of the U.S. that has confounded 
policymakers for decades. Facebook, the social media powerhouse, 
launched a broadband initiative in neighboring West Virginia in 
March. Ohio Lt. Gov. Jon Husted, who heads a new state 
office devoted to the state’s technology future, said he applauds any 
private-sector company that steps up to provide solutions. His office, 
InnovateOhio, recently issued a request for information seeking such 
ideas, he said. “It’s very important for the people who live there, 
because they cannot participate in the modern economy or modern 
education system without that access,” Husted, a Republican, said. “It 
is critical for the people that live there who really want to participate in 
what most of America has access to.” 
 
Shelly McKinley, Microsoft’s head of technology and corporate 
responsibility, said Microsoft has done its own research to figure out 
what areas lack high-speed internet. That’s because problems with the 
way the Federal Communications Commission has collected data have 
left service providers with little real idea of where high-speed internet 
exists and where it doesn’t. “It’s a very imperfect way of collecting 
data,” she said. “And ultimately what that means is we just don’t know 
where there isn’t internet. So how do you solve a problem when you 
don’t even know what the problem is you’re trying to solve?” 
 
The Watch Communications project will zero in on areas Microsoft’s 
own data maps have identified in all 88 Ohio counties, she said. The 
project will involve closing gaps between existing broadband networks 
using a combination of technologies. Fiber optic cable will be installed 
where practical, wireless networks will be used where geography 
allows and, in the most remote areas, gaps will be filled by employing 
unused broadcast frequencies between TV channels known as TV 
white spaces. 
 
Husted said the project will advance Ohio toward its goal of closing the 
gap between the number of digitally connected residents and the 
number of residents who are digitally disconnected. “Cleveland is 
going to be the first 5G city in Ohio, which is faster connectivity than 
anyone’s ever had before, at the same time we have all of these folks 
that live in rural areas who don’t have any access,” he said. “It’s 
creating a digital divide, which creates both an economic and 
educational divide.” – Associated Press  
_______________________________________________________ 
Facebook Inc said on Monday that it had not been invited to a White 
House summit on social media being held later this week. The White 
House has repeatedly declined to say who will attend the July 11 
event. White House spokesman Judd Deere said last month the 
meeting would “bring together digital leaders for a robust conversation 
on the opportunities and challenges of today’s online environment.” He 
said on Monday that Trump will speak at the event.  
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Several conservatives on social media have said they are attending 
the summit, including Bill Mitchell, a Trump supporter who hosts an 
online show. At least two social media users posted photos of an 
invitation to the summit that said it will take place at 3 p.m. EDT (1900 
GMT) on Thursday. U.S. politicians, led by Trump, have increasingly 
used social media to try to woo voters directly. Trump has said on 
many occasions that he would not have been elected without Twitter 
and Facebook.  
 
But Republican Trump has regularly attacked Facebook and Twitter as 
being “biased” in favor of Democrats, without offering evidence. He 
suggested in a Fox Business Network interview last month that Twitter 
made it “very hard for people to join me at Twitter... and they make it 
very much harder for me to get out the message.” In March, Trump 
tweeted that “Facebook, Google and Twitter, not to mention the 
Corrupt Media, are sooo on the side of the Radical Left Democrats. But 
fear not, we will win anyway, just like we did before!” All three 
companies have denied political bias.  
 
When asked if it had been invited to Thursday’s meeting, a spokesman 
for Facebook said in an emailed reply that it had not. Twitter declined 
to say on Monday if it had been invited to the summit or would take 
part. Alphabet Inc’s Google unit did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment on whether it had been invited. In April, Trump 
met with Twitter Chief Executive Jack Dorsey and spent a significant 
time questioning him about why he had lost some Twitter followers, a 
person briefed on the matter told Reuters. With more than 61 million 
followers, Trump has one of the most-followed accounts on Twitter. – 
Reuters  
_______________________________________________________ 
State Sen. Lisa Boscola, a Northampton County Democrat, was 
disappointed Friday when Gov. Tom Wolf vetoed a bill that included 
language to eliminate straight-ticket party voting. She also was not 
happy that another election change she supported ― allowing 
registered independent voters to take part in primary elections ― failed 
to become law last month. But Boscola said she isn’t done with either 
one, and she will continue to work for adoption of both concepts in 
Pennsylvania. Elections, she said, have stagnated to some extent. “I 
am all about shaking things up,” Boscola said. “We have so few people 
who are registered to vote, and of the people who are registered, we 
have so few who vote.” – Allentown Morning Call  
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