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Penn State researchers are in the midst of a study that may offer the most comprehensive data yet 
offered about the significant gaps in high-speed internet access in Pennsylvania.  The new state-funded 
study of rural broadband access could go a long way toward expanding broadband access to portions of 
the commonwealth that have limited or no access at all.  
 
The Center for Rural Pennsylvania is paying the researchers $50,000 for their study, a drop in the 
bucket when considering the millions of dollars that may be needed to wire all parts of 
Pennsylvania.  Federal estimates suggest about 800,000 Pennsylvanians — more than 6 percent — 
lack access to affordable broadband and 520,000 rural Pennsylvanians have limited or no access at all. 
 
It is in that hole, which includes some portions of the Susquehanna Valley, where the most important 
information is being gathered. Sascha Meinrath, who is overseeing the research for the Donald P. 
Bellisario College of Communications at Penn State, said is the first time anyone’s tried to generate this 
type of report on a statewide level. 
 
To date, most of the information about the cost and viability of wiring Pennsylvania, especially rural 
Pennsylvania, has come from industry estimates. Coming to a conclusion that companies aren’t 
delivering the speeds they’re telling the government they are providing to customers “is a fundamentally 
important piece of information missing from every broadband map,” Meinrath said. 
 
Wiring Pennsylvania won’t be cheap. Running lines to Tioga and Bradford counties, miles away from 
any urban location and lacking a real population center, isn’t economically feasible for companies.  But 
having access to the internet is quickly becoming a requirement rather than a luxury. Students across 
the state are utilizing online information as often as they are textbooks.  
 
School officials in Wellsboro, in rural Tioga County near the New York border, have provided students 
iPads only to find that 30 percent of them don’t have sufficient broadband access at home to use the 
equipment away from school.  Health care providers now offer patients digital access to records. 
Broadband is vital to businesses as well. The Greater Susquehanna Valley Chamber Commerce said its 
members consider connectivity as important as workforce development. 
 
Providing access to as many Pennsylvanians as possible regardless of geography must become a 
statewide and a national priority.  Earlier this year, Gov. Tom Wolf announced the creation of an Office 
of Broadband Initiatives, which will offer $35 million in financial incentives to private providers interested 
in bidding to participate in a $2 billion Federal Communications Commission effort to expand broadband 
in unserved areas across the country. 
 
It’s a start. Penn State’s timely research can provide another significant step forward.  To participate in 
the Internet Speed Test set up as part of this Penn State research project, go to: 
measurementlab.net/p/ndt-ws.html. – Sunbury Daily-Item editorial  

_______________________________________________ 

Is it a TV show or a really long movie? In the streaming, binge-watching era, the line between the two 
has gotten blurry—and that could eventually help nudge earnings upward at companies like 
Amazon.com Inc. and 21st Century Fox Inc.   
 
Accounting rule makers have tentatively agreed that companies should account for their costs of 
producing TV shows in the same way that movie production costs are already handled. Right now, TV 
producers have to immediately expense many of those costs, cutting into profits; moviemakers can 
bleed them into results over time. 
 
The difference between shows and movies “is no longer as relevant” for purposes of gauging 
companies’ finances, said Jason Bond, coordinator of the Emerging Issues Task Force, a part of the 
Financial Accounting Standards Board. The group decided upon the change last month.  If the change is 
ultimately enacted by the full FASB, TV producers could record profits more quickly than they do now. 

http://www.lightreading.com/mobile/devices-smartphones/atandt-to-show-off-standards-based-5g-in-austin/d/d-id/744490?
http://www.lightreading.com/mobile/devices-smartphones/atandt-to-show-off-standards-based-5g-in-austin/d/d-id/744490?
http://www.lightreading.com/mobile/devices-smartphones/atandt-to-show-off-standards-based-5g-in-austin/d/d-id/744490?
http://www.lightreading.com/mobile/devices-smartphones/atandt-to-show-off-standards-based-5g-in-austin/d/d-id/744490?
http://www.lightreading.com/mobile/devices-smartphones/atandt-to-show-off-standards-based-5g-in-austin/d/d-id/744490?
https://deadline.com/2018/07/21st-century-fox-comcasts-battle-to-own-sky-set-to-heat-up-this-week-1202422922/
https://deadline.com/2018/07/21st-century-fox-comcasts-battle-to-own-sky-set-to-heat-up-this-week-1202422922/
https://deadline.com/2018/07/21st-century-fox-comcasts-battle-to-own-sky-set-to-heat-up-this-week-1202422922/
https://deadline.com/2018/07/21st-century-fox-comcasts-battle-to-own-sky-set-to-heat-up-this-week-1202422922/
https://deadline.com/2018/07/21st-century-fox-comcasts-battle-to-own-sky-set-to-heat-up-this-week-1202422922/
https://deadline.com/2018/07/21st-century-fox-comcasts-battle-to-own-sky-set-to-heat-up-this-week-1202422922/
https://deadline.com/2018/07/21st-century-fox-comcasts-battle-to-own-sky-set-to-heat-up-this-week-1202422922/
https://deadline.com/2018/07/21st-century-fox-comcasts-battle-to-own-sky-set-to-heat-up-this-week-1202422922/
https://deadline.com/2018/07/21st-century-fox-comcasts-battle-to-own-sky-set-to-heat-up-this-week-1202422922/
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/netflix-remove-online-user-reviews-1125341?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Netflix+To+Remove+Online+User+Reviews&utm_campaign=Murdoch+May+Get+Billions+More+By+Picking+Disney
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/netflix-remove-online-user-reviews-1125341?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Netflix+To+Remove+Online+User+Reviews&utm_campaign=Murdoch+May+Get+Billions+More+By+Picking+Disney
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/netflix-remove-online-user-reviews-1125341?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Netflix+To+Remove+Online+User+Reviews&utm_campaign=Murdoch+May+Get+Billions+More+By+Picking+Disney
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/news/netflix-remove-online-user-reviews-1125341?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Netflix+To+Remove+Online+User+Reviews&utm_campaign=Murdoch+May+Get+Billions+More+By+Picking+Disney
https://www.windowscentral.com/microsoft-bring-its-movies-tv-service-ios-and-android
https://www.windowscentral.com/microsoft-bring-its-movies-tv-service-ios-and-android
https://www.windowscentral.com/microsoft-bring-its-movies-tv-service-ios-and-android
https://www.windowscentral.com/microsoft-bring-its-movies-tv-service-ios-and-android
https://www.windowscentral.com/microsoft-bring-its-movies-tv-service-ios-and-android
https://www.windowscentral.com/microsoft-bring-its-movies-tv-service-ios-and-android
https://www.fiercecable.com/video/at-t-s-advertising-behemoth-coming-for-facebook-and-google
https://www.fiercecable.com/video/at-t-s-advertising-behemoth-coming-for-facebook-and-google
https://www.fiercecable.com/video/at-t-s-advertising-behemoth-coming-for-facebook-and-google
https://www.fiercecable.com/video/at-t-s-advertising-behemoth-coming-for-facebook-and-google
https://www.fiercecable.com/video/at-t-s-advertising-behemoth-coming-for-facebook-and-google
https://www.fiercecable.com/video/at-t-s-advertising-behemoth-coming-for-facebook-and-google
https://www.forbes.com/sites/richardwindsoreurope/2018/07/09/amazon-mad-man-ai-is-the-weakness-in-amazons-push-to-take-on-google-and-facebook/#2289afa775ed
https://www.forbes.com/sites/richardwindsoreurope/2018/07/09/amazon-mad-man-ai-is-the-weakness-in-amazons-push-to-take-on-google-and-facebook/#2289afa775ed
https://www.forbes.com/sites/richardwindsoreurope/2018/07/09/amazon-mad-man-ai-is-the-weakness-in-amazons-push-to-take-on-google-and-facebook/#2289afa775ed
https://www.forbes.com/sites/richardwindsoreurope/2018/07/09/amazon-mad-man-ai-is-the-weakness-in-amazons-push-to-take-on-google-and-facebook/#2289afa775ed
https://www.forbes.com/sites/richardwindsoreurope/2018/07/09/amazon-mad-man-ai-is-the-weakness-in-amazons-push-to-take-on-google-and-facebook/#2289afa775ed
https://www.forbes.com/sites/richardwindsoreurope/2018/07/09/amazon-mad-man-ai-is-the-weakness-in-amazons-push-to-take-on-google-and-facebook/#2289afa775ed
https://www.forbes.com/sites/richardwindsoreurope/2018/07/09/amazon-mad-man-ai-is-the-weakness-in-amazons-push-to-take-on-google-and-facebook/#2289afa775ed
http://thehill.com/homenews/media/395838-fox-news-msnbc-dominate-cable-news-in-second-quarter-cuomo-now-top-rated-cnn?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Fox+News%2c+MSNBC+Dominate+Cable+News+In+2Q&utm_campaign=Murdoch+May+Get+Billions+More+By+Picking+Disney
http://thehill.com/homenews/media/395838-fox-news-msnbc-dominate-cable-news-in-second-quarter-cuomo-now-top-rated-cnn?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Fox+News%2c+MSNBC+Dominate+Cable+News+In+2Q&utm_campaign=Murdoch+May+Get+Billions+More+By+Picking+Disney
http://thehill.com/homenews/media/395838-fox-news-msnbc-dominate-cable-news-in-second-quarter-cuomo-now-top-rated-cnn?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Fox+News%2c+MSNBC+Dominate+Cable+News+In+2Q&utm_campaign=Murdoch+May+Get+Billions+More+By+Picking+Disney
http://thehill.com/homenews/media/395838-fox-news-msnbc-dominate-cable-news-in-second-quarter-cuomo-now-top-rated-cnn?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Fox+News%2c+MSNBC+Dominate+Cable+News+In+2Q&utm_campaign=Murdoch+May+Get+Billions+More+By+Picking+Disney
http://thehill.com/homenews/media/395838-fox-news-msnbc-dominate-cable-news-in-second-quarter-cuomo-now-top-rated-cnn?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Fox+News%2c+MSNBC+Dominate+Cable+News+In+2Q&utm_campaign=Murdoch+May+Get+Billions+More+By+Picking+Disney
http://thehill.com/homenews/media/395838-fox-news-msnbc-dominate-cable-news-in-second-quarter-cuomo-now-top-rated-cnn?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Fox+News%2c+MSNBC+Dominate+Cable+News+In+2Q&utm_campaign=Murdoch+May+Get+Billions+More+By+Picking+Disney
http://thehill.com/homenews/media/395838-fox-news-msnbc-dominate-cable-news-in-second-quarter-cuomo-now-top-rated-cnn?utm_source=Listrak&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=Fox+News%2c+MSNBC+Dominate+Cable+News+In+2Q&utm_campaign=Murdoch+May+Get+Billions+More+By+Picking+Disney
http://measurementlab.net/p/ndt-ws.html


top-rated 
CNN host 
 
Philadelphia 
Daily News 
Expect 
Trump's 
Supreme 
Court pick 
to heighten 
abortion's 
impact on 
Pa. 
governor 
race 
 

 
 

 
Mr. Bond said the impact will vary among companies. But in a market where TV producers are in an 
arms race, spending billions of dollars on original content, any additional lift to their profits could be 
important.  Under current rules, companies that make movies can fully “capitalize” their production 
costs—they are placed on the balance sheet and filtered into earnings over time instead of being 
recognized in earnings all at once. 
 
That isn’t always the case for companies that make TV shows—often housed within companies that also 
have units making movies. TV show makers can only capitalize a portion of their expenses, while the 
rest are charged to current earnings. The only production costs they can capitalize are those they can 
show are matched by revenue they have contracted for, or by future revenue from other markets like 
syndication or DVD sales. 
 
The arrangement made sense when the current rules were formulated back in 2000. Back then, all TV 
shows were released one episode at a time, often on platforms that the producing company didn’t 
control, and there was a big risk a show could flop and be canceled quickly, making it harder for the 
producer to make back what it had spent. So limiting the degree to which companies could capitalize 
their costs seemed appropriate. 
 
Today, streaming-TV companies often put out all episodes of a show at once, like a movie, on their own 
platform. There are new TV business models, like subscriptions. The avenues for distributing TV shows 
have mushroomed.  All that made TV production less of a crapshoot. It also left accounting rule-makers 
questioning whether there was any point to continue drawing a distinction between TV and movie 
production, Mr. Bond said. 
 
Last month, the FASB task force, which handles new and specialized accounting issues, tentatively 
decided all production costs could be capitalized, whether for movies or TV shows. For companies that 
currently expense some of their costs, that could mean they will record lower current expenses, boosting 
earnings, although the capitalized costs will ultimately be reflected in earnings down the line.  The 
proposed changes will ultimately have to be approved by the full FASB, and wouldn’t take effect until 
some point in the future. 
 
Not all TV producers will necessarily benefit. Netflix Inc., for one, said in its annual report that it already 
capitalizes production costs for its original productions. Netflix couldn’t be reached for comment. 
Amazon, which has become a major force in streaming original TV shows, has indicated it does count 
some of its production costs against current earnings. The company said in its annual report its 
capitalization of those costs is limited, and so some of them are expensed as they are incurred. An 
Amazon spokeswoman declined to comment. 
 
Similarly, 21st Century Fox said in its annual report that TV production costs “incurred in excess of the 
amount of revenue contracted for each episode in the initial market are expensed as incurred on an 
episode-by-episode basis.” A Fox spokeswoman declined to comment. 21st Century Fox shares 
common ownership with News Corp., the parent company of The Wall Street Journal. – Wall Street 

Journal  
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