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In his office on Penn State's main campus, Sascha Meinrath, a 
professor of telecommunications, tested his internet speed. With an 
upload speed of 200 megabytes and a download speed of 80 
megabytes per second, it blew past the federal definition of 
broadband. "That's way over the FCC definition," said Meinrath.  
 
But many in Pennsylvania aren't so lucky. The Federal 
Communications Commission estimates about 800,000 
Pennsylvanians lack access to broadband internet, about six percent 
of the whole. Some experts say the measurement the FCC uses may 
actually understate the problem, and Meinrath is leading the research 
to provide a more accurate record. 
 
The FCC defines broadband connection as download speeds of 25 
Mbps and upload speeds of 3 Mbps. But Meinrath said the FCC 
collects data from providers like Verizon or Comcast regarding 
availability and speed, which the providers could calculate in a way to 
make the results look better. "The question then is how accurate are 
those advertised availabilities and speeds with regard to what people 
are actually receiving at home," he said. In addition, when one person 
in a census block gets broadband, the FCC considers the entire block 
as having access. 
 
In partnership with organizations like the Center for Rural Pennsylvania, 
researchers hope to collect a million data points over the course of a 
year. They invite Pennsylvanians to test their internet connections 
at broadbandtest.us. "What we will uncover are major discrepancies 
between the official data set provided by the FCC and the ground truth 
as experienced by residents of Pennsylvania," Meinrath said. The test 
will collect information like connection speed, latency and 
jitter. "Depending on what you're using, your internet connection for 
these variables are really important," he said. "What [collecting those] 
allows us to do is, in years to follow, to look back historically and see 
how has the topography of internet connectivity, not just the end result, 
changed or shifted over time."  
 
Meinrath expects to present a public report to lawmakers by April 
2019. – WITF-TV/FM, Harrisburg  
_______________________________________________ 
Huawei Technologies Co. is fighting to hang on to one of its last 
footholds in the U.S. market, hitting back against a measure that would 
restrict rural carriers from buying the Chinese company’s 
telecommunications equipment. 
 
In filings made public Thursday, Huawei said the proposed measure by 
the Federal Communications Commission would hurt rural and low-
income Americans and lead to heavy costs for small carriers, who 
would be forced to either rip out existing equipment or scale back 
network coverage. “These high costs, which would particularly harm 
Americans in remote and low-income areas, cannot be justified by the 
supposed national security benefits of the proposed rule, because 
these are speculative,” Huawei said.  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZJoMKOq5gsv3-O4noXRq-bLNXcDIacK7pp_uJI9jTkXA70JOEqpzi6LeetD2R0oh3E7CXheLHNXPxB_zm3F3w3Tqdg4xZTZWKRFMElujSeF_8uZAqHKHoFWj5G1APNMC-Y3we84KOBjLOzBG4Ro5dz7g90pmAMcmKFj7wEVw9QgMpPEK5K65H-Q==&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZJoMKOq5gsv3-O4noXRq-bLNXcDIacK7pp_uJI9jTkXA70JOEqpzi6LeetD2R0oh3E7CXheLHNXPxB_zm3F3w3Tqdg4xZTZWKRFMElujSeF_8uZAqHKHoFWj5G1APNMC-Y3we84KOBjLOzBG4Ro5dz7g90pmAMcmKFj7wEVw9QgMpPEK5K65H-Q==&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZjOxsSQYi0EF9g1-v6ryoQo3x541ftJGQJmg4qdouuk0Cbv1cNEFqaz94rSh2OjVFfwz9AXVWo2ePRGyTXN8VA5VoCGlFVU0a3tbxYqML5rEVzUeR3V8bgPS2AWTx18NHQlhjSIi8SXXZgay9YjWwtKdf8w2Mo_UorUf2cdsoqDvjC7BslRe7AMtyvouUxvMRFDJAhUUGOwlAdY_53zznhg==&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZjOxsSQYi0EF9g1-v6ryoQo3x541ftJGQJmg4qdouuk0Cbv1cNEFqaz94rSh2OjVFfwz9AXVWo2ePRGyTXN8VA5VoCGlFVU0a3tbxYqML5rEVzUeR3V8bgPS2AWTx18NHQlhjSIi8SXXZgay9YjWwtKdf8w2Mo_UorUf2cdsoqDvjC7BslRe7AMtyvouUxvMRFDJAhUUGOwlAdY_53zznhg==&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZjOxsSQYi0EF9g1-v6ryoQo3x541ftJGQJmg4qdouuk0Cbv1cNEFqaz94rSh2OjVFfwz9AXVWo2ePRGyTXN8VA5VoCGlFVU0a3tbxYqML5rEVzUeR3V8bgPS2AWTx18NHQlhjSIi8SXXZgay9YjWwtKdf8w2Mo_UorUf2cdsoqDvjC7BslRe7AMtyvouUxvMRFDJAhUUGOwlAdY_53zznhg==&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZjOxsSQYi0EF9g1-v6ryoQo3x541ftJGQJmg4qdouuk0Cbv1cNEFqaz94rSh2OjVFfwz9AXVWo2ePRGyTXN8VA5VoCGlFVU0a3tbxYqML5rEVzUeR3V8bgPS2AWTx18NHQlhjSIi8SXXZgay9YjWwtKdf8w2Mo_UorUf2cdsoqDvjC7BslRe7AMtyvouUxvMRFDJAhUUGOwlAdY_53zznhg==&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZ5qVQZPZN3Irv7RiauegD6B9IOKbekoJjplBVquY7Z6eFa95HRV5iQibHURf7_0EUCM2Lq4KIs3gWu_8nO4N3W2jsPB8ExUX9vmfPmAc5e83r_mBdHHFNAZo8wE2WlSXNpuYgPmPuL_oAiEGYcMPUVISJ7JNk7v5b&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZ5qVQZPZN3Irv7RiauegD6B9IOKbekoJjplBVquY7Z6eFa95HRV5iQibHURf7_0EUCM2Lq4KIs3gWu_8nO4N3W2jsPB8ExUX9vmfPmAc5e83r_mBdHHFNAZo8wE2WlSXNpuYgPmPuL_oAiEGYcMPUVISJ7JNk7v5b&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZ5qVQZPZN3Irv7RiauegD6B9IOKbekoJjplBVquY7Z6eFa95HRV5iQibHURf7_0EUCM2Lq4KIs3gWu_8nO4N3W2jsPB8ExUX9vmfPmAc5e83r_mBdHHFNAZo8wE2WlSXNpuYgPmPuL_oAiEGYcMPUVISJ7JNk7v5b&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZ5qVQZPZN3Irv7RiauegD6B9IOKbekoJjplBVquY7Z6eFa95HRV5iQibHURf7_0EUCM2Lq4KIs3gWu_8nO4N3W2jsPB8ExUX9vmfPmAc5e83r_mBdHHFNAZo8wE2WlSXNpuYgPmPuL_oAiEGYcMPUVISJ7JNk7v5b&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZ5qVQZPZN3Irv7RiauegD6B9IOKbekoJjplBVquY7Z6eFa95HRV5iQibHURf7_0EUCM2Lq4KIs3gWu_8nO4N3W2jsPB8ExUX9vmfPmAc5e83r_mBdHHFNAZo8wE2WlSXNpuYgPmPuL_oAiEGYcMPUVISJ7JNk7v5b&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZ2ZCgI_xZfyo0M_zC-mK_m_VPMznskNwtGHtaQmtAUJ5nIL18c4nznnL52qud5I-RqwPn8fHr9vSjElgfcdy89YDRYcmWuM-4licJL8ZP4RaJlcfWedatQjyO2C2bXp9neCzF2lFl3jVYJVyVVesZkE2oOVRagUeYtpuvUc-65Ck=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZ2ZCgI_xZfyo0M_zC-mK_m_VPMznskNwtGHtaQmtAUJ5nIL18c4nznnL52qud5I-RqwPn8fHr9vSjElgfcdy89YDRYcmWuM-4licJL8ZP4RaJlcfWedatQjyO2C2bXp9neCzF2lFl3jVYJVyVVesZkE2oOVRagUeYtpuvUc-65Ck=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZ2ZCgI_xZfyo0M_zC-mK_m_VPMznskNwtGHtaQmtAUJ5nIL18c4nznnL52qud5I-RqwPn8fHr9vSjElgfcdy89YDRYcmWuM-4licJL8ZP4RaJlcfWedatQjyO2C2bXp9neCzF2lFl3jVYJVyVVesZkE2oOVRagUeYtpuvUc-65Ck=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZ2ZCgI_xZfyo0M_zC-mK_m_VPMznskNwtGHtaQmtAUJ5nIL18c4nznnL52qud5I-RqwPn8fHr9vSjElgfcdy89YDRYcmWuM-4licJL8ZP4RaJlcfWedatQjyO2C2bXp9neCzF2lFl3jVYJVyVVesZkE2oOVRagUeYtpuvUc-65Ck=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZxx6WdSAkj_oX4AZK0VT-VYaY56ZOwp0W0axICDHmem_fCoQMV2lWag9GiqlQ31aGt3kyRcpLNB12E4OFq1BnvtgsCq5wjouB_mZeGJYnyt_gfqFCnWeoxjY8RtAIMIdsNaQva83sec90ppdPtKO95I1hmTTMQzoO14Rp0mnEFxMZYAxWkqlc3z7A2mfKA_2BOUfukoIZosyO3PLxYX7__jgv7PcSr24UTKD9cXzBaGc=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZxx6WdSAkj_oX4AZK0VT-VYaY56ZOwp0W0axICDHmem_fCoQMV2lWag9GiqlQ31aGt3kyRcpLNB12E4OFq1BnvtgsCq5wjouB_mZeGJYnyt_gfqFCnWeoxjY8RtAIMIdsNaQva83sec90ppdPtKO95I1hmTTMQzoO14Rp0mnEFxMZYAxWkqlc3z7A2mfKA_2BOUfukoIZosyO3PLxYX7__jgv7PcSr24UTKD9cXzBaGc=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZxx6WdSAkj_oX4AZK0VT-VYaY56ZOwp0W0axICDHmem_fCoQMV2lWag9GiqlQ31aGt3kyRcpLNB12E4OFq1BnvtgsCq5wjouB_mZeGJYnyt_gfqFCnWeoxjY8RtAIMIdsNaQva83sec90ppdPtKO95I1hmTTMQzoO14Rp0mnEFxMZYAxWkqlc3z7A2mfKA_2BOUfukoIZosyO3PLxYX7__jgv7PcSr24UTKD9cXzBaGc=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZxx6WdSAkj_oX4AZK0VT-VYaY56ZOwp0W0axICDHmem_fCoQMV2lWag9GiqlQ31aGt3kyRcpLNB12E4OFq1BnvtgsCq5wjouB_mZeGJYnyt_gfqFCnWeoxjY8RtAIMIdsNaQva83sec90ppdPtKO95I1hmTTMQzoO14Rp0mnEFxMZYAxWkqlc3z7A2mfKA_2BOUfukoIZosyO3PLxYX7__jgv7PcSr24UTKD9cXzBaGc=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZxx6WdSAkj_oX4AZK0VT-VYaY56ZOwp0W0axICDHmem_fCoQMV2lWag9GiqlQ31aGt3kyRcpLNB12E4OFq1BnvtgsCq5wjouB_mZeGJYnyt_gfqFCnWeoxjY8RtAIMIdsNaQva83sec90ppdPtKO95I1hmTTMQzoO14Rp0mnEFxMZYAxWkqlc3z7A2mfKA_2BOUfukoIZosyO3PLxYX7__jgv7PcSr24UTKD9cXzBaGc=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZLV_ws76cIiSQ5vq3XGP9AqPgu4PVcIAJ2G68XF4oh4Zr10GQMynwTL__vMF2jGfCmiOKBqJ_PMzcAJFdd_IYpFjuWB7XucTPt4Xit7y-P-voi6pRrT8Mmexz7o9l8OXg0fzMKsfV86z1gMFPN0cSA9F3fY-yB8Ki93_vNAe32Phh9vfIRYfTn17loiZUruwRH6PXwfkFaH36gfcveHZb3w==&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZLV_ws76cIiSQ5vq3XGP9AqPgu4PVcIAJ2G68XF4oh4Zr10GQMynwTL__vMF2jGfCmiOKBqJ_PMzcAJFdd_IYpFjuWB7XucTPt4Xit7y-P-voi6pRrT8Mmexz7o9l8OXg0fzMKsfV86z1gMFPN0cSA9F3fY-yB8Ki93_vNAe32Phh9vfIRYfTn17loiZUruwRH6PXwfkFaH36gfcveHZb3w==&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZLV_ws76cIiSQ5vq3XGP9AqPgu4PVcIAJ2G68XF4oh4Zr10GQMynwTL__vMF2jGfCmiOKBqJ_PMzcAJFdd_IYpFjuWB7XucTPt4Xit7y-P-voi6pRrT8Mmexz7o9l8OXg0fzMKsfV86z1gMFPN0cSA9F3fY-yB8Ki93_vNAe32Phh9vfIRYfTn17loiZUruwRH6PXwfkFaH36gfcveHZb3w==&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZLV_ws76cIiSQ5vq3XGP9AqPgu4PVcIAJ2G68XF4oh4Zr10GQMynwTL__vMF2jGfCmiOKBqJ_PMzcAJFdd_IYpFjuWB7XucTPt4Xit7y-P-voi6pRrT8Mmexz7o9l8OXg0fzMKsfV86z1gMFPN0cSA9F3fY-yB8Ki93_vNAe32Phh9vfIRYfTn17loiZUruwRH6PXwfkFaH36gfcveHZb3w==&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZKl__AcgVTkF7wVbmm5PMGlVyYkzUX8AItOqFhU9XfTru9vvYlJHnF1UGqk530funYX8lya_VYBLx95kypzP6ui47Zkgk6cYR0JN2DixeNFGdsF-Xc-gxBQy4ceNh73-r0duolgbEVK42pYhhVe5vfS_jE2CvZ-V6dBKZyIuYQio=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZKl__AcgVTkF7wVbmm5PMGlVyYkzUX8AItOqFhU9XfTru9vvYlJHnF1UGqk530funYX8lya_VYBLx95kypzP6ui47Zkgk6cYR0JN2DixeNFGdsF-Xc-gxBQy4ceNh73-r0duolgbEVK42pYhhVe5vfS_jE2CvZ-V6dBKZyIuYQio=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZgxhm9WZtH4gdQapOYQ2oiuQifHO9UIhIDoEo6a9iuMwDhXLEVkIMctgt5Ou-vT8JGw2ZCaiO-koO6l61sRB9fchB4fLVcY6TtJNhjQN6wafvOO-Na6x5oz5fxrJpuMU9dpf9V5Wrt5kNW0SF5xht857w5kLKcTsf1LOpffovNJWj6JYCz7b5yAjqlvFXjOih171O0lDiDK-UCIehC-q9Z0_Ljy9wos6yvtiR-_8wBHb_AaDnYV1NgSM_H4Cheoa0XVM3YV8VEGY=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZgxhm9WZtH4gdQapOYQ2oiuQifHO9UIhIDoEo6a9iuMwDhXLEVkIMctgt5Ou-vT8JGw2ZCaiO-koO6l61sRB9fchB4fLVcY6TtJNhjQN6wafvOO-Na6x5oz5fxrJpuMU9dpf9V5Wrt5kNW0SF5xht857w5kLKcTsf1LOpffovNJWj6JYCz7b5yAjqlvFXjOih171O0lDiDK-UCIehC-q9Z0_Ljy9wos6yvtiR-_8wBHb_AaDnYV1NgSM_H4Cheoa0XVM3YV8VEGY=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZgxhm9WZtH4gdQapOYQ2oiuQifHO9UIhIDoEo6a9iuMwDhXLEVkIMctgt5Ou-vT8JGw2ZCaiO-koO6l61sRB9fchB4fLVcY6TtJNhjQN6wafvOO-Na6x5oz5fxrJpuMU9dpf9V5Wrt5kNW0SF5xht857w5kLKcTsf1LOpffovNJWj6JYCz7b5yAjqlvFXjOih171O0lDiDK-UCIehC-q9Z0_Ljy9wos6yvtiR-_8wBHb_AaDnYV1NgSM_H4Cheoa0XVM3YV8VEGY=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZgxhm9WZtH4gdQapOYQ2oiuQifHO9UIhIDoEo6a9iuMwDhXLEVkIMctgt5Ou-vT8JGw2ZCaiO-koO6l61sRB9fchB4fLVcY6TtJNhjQN6wafvOO-Na6x5oz5fxrJpuMU9dpf9V5Wrt5kNW0SF5xht857w5kLKcTsf1LOpffovNJWj6JYCz7b5yAjqlvFXjOih171O0lDiDK-UCIehC-q9Z0_Ljy9wos6yvtiR-_8wBHb_AaDnYV1NgSM_H4Cheoa0XVM3YV8VEGY=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZ0VfbHckBvqF8Njb50jIXbXwXn9JC6P3s9nnPetl3mUiBdYxGy9wqVU7qvBHkrf75imDmgVA_EIzGQBc2mFIKblUVL18IY8dmvNiQo5TLlLXRwd58S1kBrermaJY8nGHOH8Lac_FYMho=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZJOJm-kHGk8EdYJGFw0bzRuQ_gcngkDxEUcV5dhzYvazdk9BHnZ96WFn3ud-Pedj54tWhOFXIdNWiYXWBnGbl4DXKAW_5PnFzZUeuxVm8ZVNMhQYBkfQThiOeHhft54px&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZJOJm-kHGk8EdYJGFw0bzRuQ_gcngkDxEUcV5dhzYvazdk9BHnZ96WFn3ud-Pedj54tWhOFXIdNWiYXWBnGbl4DXKAW_5PnFzZUeuxVm8ZVNMhQYBkfQThiOeHhft54px&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZqbrP8FaV23MFr1NmqxZLzga5dnBod_SHOv_PiZDV5V3KwSVnS1SxtBmjqIu6_UDQEoDDAm4ZbSFbMbM_jvRuyw==&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZqOnocvggUrSaQ0qOFxdDL_sn0l5_oEbG0PoDjf_SVCtnOfMDWJ2HMI5jSSsagmMtEZS7cDzsv-0ecSRUn2twJEdBfFbx5UdoEo9eP4165jdufmbZtXGnzDw65IcFTcUOxIGpWGguq3TPMqZgSe34LneznBh6cgnD2-DEgbuJgiD3WOq2w0eIIrJ5pHRlyFre&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZPxZdKyJuAw0IeP-8JwT9Pcs--irMeUG35fZJkoo4Fxh4mOSICrDOpuP2SEShG9RLqCTRUgW_8u9q-xlhJiA-L-pro3kBHCWBInymgncvsVg=&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm1ps7ma8ity1b9eR_DCE5i8xIfeNrIYlgwnB6f_QY_gUipfwoYExBsS33HQ7SqE-pA7c9Unk0vmFF0X6HgG6CkwAoef4W4lO4uSzDK8XAquT&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001vkS1AzJT8jJHjUPJBzGx1rM1Bc90Pnr95AqX4HUgeZPveWPPXVJdm5uzRgVstxUZ8TZXXb0aDnbQsTgPirMwY26mTlc00iQArjlD7XWQuaWsjz0MUCv6CLWOYUOR72jep9wtMtaQebB6uut8dfgWbUjFnl-U45elFOyXbl2KeiboL9V96sYXY4NiT7Yxqj1KpSMr9opw-GmuJb-rzaZ1Xgns5B1xCBdWlzvw4eZl6dg6SYhY86Fi8ISQvZmHycX9cV-QLmnGONFP1tVqyZk6JVVY_CG0oYfT7GRtC3X-HqRWXa-Um8j5ZQ==&c=nFLA_TfPKQB87UKd1b8e1NRX9y07E9BRNhllzQhjalnNqBhGDU6Rhg==&ch=LktnZbHFETDzxetxN0RDiDKUB00xfGTJpQ453A22uyVu0GUa1Vfs7g==


Large U.S. carriers such as AT&T Inc. have long stayed away from 
gear made by Huawei, the world’s biggest maker of cellular equipment 
like base stations and routers. As a result, Huawei mainly supplies 
gear in the U.S. to a small niche of rural carriers.  
 
The FCC proposal would limit those carriers from accessing gear 
made by Chinese suppliers like Huawei. It would do so by restricting 
the carriers from using $9 billion in federal subsidies to buy equipment 
made by the Chinese companies, saying these firms pose a national 
security threat. Though it dominates telecom equipment markets in 
Asia, Europe and elsewhere, Huawei has been largely locked out of 
the U.S. since a 2012 congressional report said its gear, and that made 
by its Chinese peer ZTE Corp., could be used by the Chinese 
government to spy on Americans. Both companies have long denied 
their equipment poses a threat, and Huawei says it is privately owned 
by its employees.  
 
In recent months, the U.S. government has stepped up its campaign 
against the Chinese telecom firms. In addition to the FCC proposal, 
members of Congress have scrutinized Huawei’s ties to U.S. tech 
companies such as Google parent Alphabet Inc. Earlier this year, the 
Pentagon halted sales on U.S. military bases of smartphones made by 
the two companies. And this week, the Commerce Department 
recommended that the giant Chinese network operator China Mobile 
Ltd. be denied a license to provide telecommunications services in the 
U.S., citing national security concerns. Separately, the Justice 

Department is investigating whether Huawei violated U.S. sanctions on 
Iran.  
 
Meanwhile ZTE remains subject to a U.S. order barring American 
companies from selling to the Chinese firm, according to a person 
familiar with the matter, though it is racing to comply with a deal that 
would reverse that ban. Since Huawei is effectively shut out of the $30-
billion-a-year U.S. wireless equipment market, that market is largely 
dominated by two European firms: Sweden’s Ericsson AB and 
Finland’s Nokia Corp.  
 
In its comments to the FCC, Huawei said its absence from the U.S. 
telecom equipment market means “average prices for network 
equipment are higher here than in most other countries.” It also said 
“U.S. customers generally pay higher prices for a lower level of mobile 
service than consumers elsewhere.” Huawei also argued that the 
proposed rule is beyond the FCC’s legal authority. – Wall Street Journal  
_______________________________________________ 
 
In early May Google banned bail-bond companies from advertising on 
its platforms. Such companies profit from “communities of color and 
low income neighborhoods when they are at their most vulnerable,” it 
explained in a blog post. They use “opaque financing offers that can 
keep people in debt for months or years.”  
 
That Google can ban ads from an industry that offends its values is 
not, by itself, noteworthy. Media companies have long decided what 
content or ads to carry for the same reason. The difference is that even 
after decades of consolidation, no media company enjoys a U.S. 
market share as dominant as Google’s in Internet search (close to 
90%) or Facebook Inc.’s in social networking. Like earlier bans on 
payday-loan ads, Google’s bail-bond ad ban, which Facebook copied 
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the next day, effectively kicked an entire industry out of a major 
advertising channel. 
 
The debate over whether Google, a unit of Alphabet Inc., and 
Facebook are too big usually revolves around economics: Do they 
suppress competition for goods and services? The bail-bond ad ban 
raises a different, and potentially more troubling, possibility: that they 
also undermine competition for values and ideas. While Google and 
Facebook claim to be neutral platforms connecting users, advertisers 
and content providers, decisions about which ads to ban and which 
content to delete or reclassify are inherently value-laden, even when 
those values are embedded in an algorithm. 
 
Data monopolies “can actually be more dangerous than traditional 
monopolies,” Maurice Stucke, a law professor at the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville specializing in antitrust, wrote earlier this year in 
Harvard Business Review. “They can affect not only our wallets but our 
privacy, autonomy, democracy, and well-being.” Bail bonds aren’t 
a sympathetic industry. For a steep fee, agents agree to pay the 
court’s required bail if the client doesn’t show up for a court date. They 
are, however, legal and, in most states, regulated. And the industry 
says it serves low-income and minority clients because they are caught 
up in the criminal-justice system without the means to post bail on their 
own.  
 
Jeff Clayton, executive director of the American Bail Coalition, whose 
members insure bail agents, says Google gave the industry no 
opportunity to comment on or appeal the ban. A Google spokeswoman 
declined to comment. Facebook did consult with both the industry and 
criminal-justice-reform groups after announcing its ban, a spokesman 
said. 
 
Bail-bond agents used to advertise in the yellow pages, but as the 
public abandoned phone books for Google, so did the industry. “There 
are just no other options,” Mr. Clayton said. The ban doesn’t extend to 
regular search results, but it makes it harder for individual companies 
to stand out. Conservatives tend to see tech companies’ progressive 
leanings at work in what gets banned or reclassified—for example, 
Facebook’s labeling of videos by two prominent supporters of 
President Donald Trump as “unsafe.” Bail bonds and payday loans 
have long been targets of progressive activist groups. 
 
But as the companies come under growing pressure to police their 
platforms and weed out “fake news,” a growing range of content gets 
banned, labeled or deleted for often opaque or arbitrary 
reasons. ProPublica and Reveal, both nonprofit news publications, 
have had content dealing with hate groups and immigrant children, 
respectively, deleted or rejected by Instagram or Facebook. Video 
artists complain of viewership and ads being restricted because their 
content violated YouTube’s community standards. 
Unhappy users, advertisers and content providers wouldn’t have as 
much to complain about if Google (which bought YouTube in 2006) 
and Facebook (which acquired Instagram in 2012) had strong 
competitors to which they could switch. 
 
Absent such competition, expect pressure for the government to 
regulate it. But that’s a slippery slope. Politically appointed overseers 
may simply replace the companies’ judgments with their own. For that 
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reason the Federal Communications Commission long ago gave up 
policing the nation’s airwaves for fairness.  
 
Better that monopolies not arise in the first place. In a 2001 article Mr. 
Stucke and Allen Grunes, then attorneys in the Department of Justice’s 
antitrust division, noted antitrust law has long sought to preserve 
competition in ideas, not just products. In 1945 the Supreme Court 
upheld a landmark antitrust suit against the Associated Press for 
excluding some newspapers and limiting what member newspapers 
could share. The First Amendment “rests on the assumption that the 
widest possible dissemination of information from diverse and 
antagonistic sources is essential to the welfare of the public,” Justice 
Hugo Black wrote. “Truth and understanding are not wares like 
peanuts or potatoes,” Justice Felix Frankfurter added. 
 
This isn’t necessarily a reason to break up tech giants: The legal 
hurdles are almost insurmountable and the consequences highly 
unpredictable. It is a reason to ask, when these companies announce 
their next acquisition, if the market for ideas, not just for peanuts and 
potatoes, will be stronger as a result. – Wall Street Journal  

 

 

   

 

  

 


