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Pirates play-by-play man Greg Brown has been calling baseball games since 
1989. But never in the way he’s about to try once Major League Baseball 
returns to play. 
 
The covid-19 pandemic is restricting travel for baseball franchises to the point 
that local broadcasters will only be calling games — in person — at their own 
home stadiums. Television and radio games will originate from a remote studio 
when the local club is on the road. “For home games, to my understanding, 
nothing has changed,” Brown said during a phone interview last week. “We’ll 
be in the radio and TV booths and doing the game per usual. On the road, we’ll 
go to the AT&T SportsNet studios.” 
 
There, the Pirates television broadcasters will have a large set-up with multiple 
monitors to capture camera feeds from the road. In a normal situation, Brown 
told me that’s up to nine active cameras at a time. So while the Pirates are 
playing in Cincinnati, Brown or Joe Block and their color commentators (Bob 
Walk or John Wehner) will be calling the game inside their North Shore 
studio. They’ll have a program monitor — which is what the viewer sees at 
home. Yet they’ll also have to keep an eye on up to eight other shots at once in 
order to call action. 
 
Essentially, Brown and company will be watching the game as director Pete 
Toma has for so many years. “I’ve got to be a bit of a director myself,” Brown 
explained. “I’ve got to all of the sudden see what camera is dedicated to a ball 
hit down the line. And train myself to get to that screen. And then get to the 
camera at home plate watching the run cross home plate.” Brown says he’ll 
likely rely on the standard center field shot from behind the pitcher, looking into 
home plate more than usual. “I try to avoid getting away from what the viewer 
sees at home. I want to see what you are seeing,” Brown said. 
 
As it has been explained to me, the Pirates radio team will be in a slightly 
smaller studio next door with fewer monitors for cameras. They’ll call the game 
from there and then it’ll be fed to 93.7 The Fan for broadcast. By the way, 
when I say “studio,” that apparently means “converted conference room” for 
radio purposes. “It’s unlike anything I’ve ever done,” Brown said. 
 
Meanwhile, Penguins television play-by-play man Steve Mears has done this 
before. When he was working for the NHL Network, he called World Junior 
Championship games from a remote studio. “It is doable,” Mears insists. “It’s 
amazing the amount of people who came up to me and said, ‘How was 
Finland? How was Sweden?’ These are broadcast people. Hockey people. 
Knowledgeable about the game. And they didn’t know.” 
 
Mears tells me the studio set up for AT&T is more elaborate than what he had 
for the World Junior Games, and the bigger challenge for him is “not being 
immersed with the team and daily access.” Mears says, to his knowledge, the 
plan is that he and color commentator Bob Errey will be calling all of the 
Penguins AT&T games played in their hub city while the local broadcasting 
crew remains in the Pittsburgh studios. The number of games, though, is still to 
be determined. 
 
NBC can pick up games during the “play-in” round against the Montreal 
Canadiens, as well as the round of 16 if the Pens advance. But Mears 
believes, as of now, the broadcast is AT&T’s whenever NBC passes — until 
the conference semifinals. Those arrangements are similar to those in a 
normal NHL season. As for the Penguins radio feed, I’ve been led to believe 
that the radio crew is welcome to the North Shore studio, too. But the plan 
might be to design a similar set up at the 105.9 The X studios in Greentree for 
the sake of consistency and streamlining. 
 
After all, start time conflicts could arise. And while one TV broadcast will have 
to be bumped, the other will be on air. And the two radio broadcasts would 
have to go on simultaneously. That’s three broadcasts for two studios on the 
North Shore. So I wouldn’t be surprised if the combination of Mike Lange, Josh 
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Getzoff and Phil Bourque call the action from a scaled-down version on Fleet 
Street. I also learned that a very — very — slight chance exists that the radio 
broadcast could originate from PPG Paints Arena late in the playoffs if covid-
19 numbers decline. It’s a long shot, but potentially the Pens could socially 
distance about 4,000-5,000 fans into the building to watch on the big screen 
while the radio crew is in their normal booth and can watch the monitors and 
the Jumbotron. 
 
Which brings up the topic of crowd noise. That’s something Mears said was 
mixed into the World Juniors broadcast and naturally piped into their booth to 
give a real feel to the call. But at least those were actual humans making real 
noise at the venue overseas. That was real sound being transmitted live. Not 
artificial noise. Or even fans via an “app” as has been suggested. 
 
That’s an idea Brown doesn’t like. “Do I want crowd noise pumped into my 
headset to pump me up when it’s not actually happening on the air?” Brown 
asked. “And do we want to put fake crowd noise in a telecast so we think more 
fans are there? I’m leaning against that.” I’m with Brown on that, 100%. I’m 
sorry, authenticity matters. 
 
Both Mears and Brown dive deep into that conversation. We also talk about 
why the challenge for the baseball call may be more difficult than hockey, even 
though hockey moves faster. Similarly, the nuances of the job will be far more 
difficult for the color analysts. Mears and Brown tell you why, as I spoke with 
both play-by-play artists during our Wednesday podcast. – Tim Benz’ 
“Breakfast With Benz” column in Pittsburgh Tribune-Review  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
President Donald Trump and U.S. Rep. Mike Doyle, D-Forest Hills, have this in 
common: They both say they want to reform the liability shield that has allowed 
platforms to flourish during the internet’s early days, but is today blamed for 
protecting tech giants from scrutiny. 
 
The agreement ends there. While Mr. Trump has attacked Twitter for publicly 
labeling his tweets as harmful content, Mr. Doyle argued social media 
companies aren’t doing nearly enough to stem the scourge of hate speech and 
disinformation — the kind of messages the congressman accuses the 
president of amplifying on those very platforms. 
 
On Wednesday, Mr. Doyle made it clear he has no intention to take up the 
Trump administration’s request last week that Congress repeal sections of the 
law, Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act of 1996. The changes, 
recommended by the U.S. Department of Justice following an executive order 
from Mr. Trump, effectively would open the door to civil lawsuits against 
companies like Twitter, Facebook and YouTube for posts with illegal and 
harmful content. “The intent of these actions is clear: to bully social media 
companies into inaction,” Mr. Doyle said during his opening comments at a 
congressional hearing Wednesday with the despairing title “A Country in Crisis: 
How Disinformation Online is Dividing the Nation.” 
 
Mr. Trump’s actions have muddied an already fraught debate over free 
speech, telecommunications law and the real-time fact-checking of news and 
information coursing through internet platforms. Lawmakers of both parties 
have long agreed the law should be updated to better regulate social media 
platforms. In October, Mr. Doyle, who heads the committee’s panel overseeing 
communications and technology issues, convened a similar hearing that 
discussed the law’s approach to hate speech, fake news and illegal activity.  
 
On Wednesday, Mr. Doyle said reforming the law was necessary to address 
the proliferation of algorithms that reward companies with profits while 
promoting incendiary content. “They have built systems to spread it at scale 
and monetize the way it confirms our implicit biases,” he said, which has 
resulted in the spreading of lies about the nature of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
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voting by mail and civil unrest over police brutality. “These companies have 
made trillions of dollars by feeding people what they want to hear.” 
 
When passed in 1996, Section 230 clarified legal uncertainty after a pair of 
conflicting rulings in online defamation cases. Those cases effectively 
discouraged companies from moderating user-posted content at all after one 
platform was found liable for a defamatory post because it tried to referee its 
website, but missed the harmful post. Section 230 was intended to be a shield 
for companies to create their own guidelines and moderate how they see fit. 
 
That obligation to moderate has been called into question by lawmakers and 
advocates. Neil Fried, principal at DigitalFrontiers Advocacy and former 
counsel to Mr. Doyle’s panel, recommended reforming the law to require 
internet platforms to take “reasonable, good faith steps” to fight fake news as a 
condition of receiving Section 230’s protection. Otherwise, he said, companies 
will continue to “reap the benefits of the shield, while they drop the 
sword.”  Representatives of the largest tech firms were noticeably absent 
Wednesday. 
 
At the October hearing, Steve Huffman, co-founder and CEO of Reddit, 
testified his platform’s self-moderating forum model “relies on Section 230” and 
that “even small changes to the law will have outsized consequences.” Hany 
Farid, an electrical engineering and computer science professor at the 
University of California, Berkeley, testified the COVID-19 pandemic has been 
an “ideal breeding ground” for online misinformation as people take to social 
media while forced to remain at home, “often idle, anxious and hungry for 
information.”  
 
Mr. Doyle has done battle before with the president over issues of COVID-19 
disinformation and free speech. In April, Mr. Doyle demanded the Federal 
Communications Commission condemn the Trump campaign’s request that 
some broadcasters' FCC licenses be revoked for airing a Joe Biden television 
ad. – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
There’s something about government’s rush to respond to calls for policing 
reforms that begs some serious thinking. Not that reforms aren’t warranted. 
They are. They are overdue. And it’s clear the need stems from abuse 
disproportionately directed at people of color. But what reforms, from tinkering 
to “defunding” police, get done? And how? 
 
In Minnesota, where last month’s killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis 
triggered the current rush, lawmakers adjourned a special session last 
week without taking reform action. Their efforts failed along party 
lines. Democrats sought sweeping change. Republicans wanted targeted 
change. They left their Capitol with no change. And Democratic Gov. Tim Walz 
voiced concern about “the message” sent across the country to those 
expecting “this one was going to be different.” Probably, not a great message, 
governor.  
 
But there is something of a track record of legislative reaction to horrific 
events. The 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting in Connecticut left 
20 children and seven adults dead, spurring a national outcry for tighter 
firearms control. But the U.S. Senate the following year rejected an assault 
weapons ban and broader background checks for gun buys. 
 
More recently and more on point, the 2018 police shooting death of a Black 
teen, 17-year old Antwon Rose, who was running away from a police officer in 
East Pittsburgh (ironically on Juneteenth), prompted reform proposals in 
Pennsylvania.  Many were offered in the legislature. None went anywhere. And 
now? Well, Congress seems mired in its usual political splits. R’s vs. D’s. 
House vs. Senate. Same old stuff.  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001m5UyPWArbbbIoQO4aMkhrAAmLibXwluuYnenlx0c55wAJ7GIw-GvjlZPCESkvxtISaGLOSWw7dUzLgoQH-3l2T4u1BYmZeEDa0WmYSEeY39GJGr614FMSt5uIq8UamB1x_yhba9R9WIg6YuATDRaVaLZaEdQXO8P1V3Qh52jiwT9JPyAF-biXLcy-34PyPZ4PJMpIP-Wz2r97lb9x2X0FK1HU7NYRsYL&c=gIFHMWpRACBFk4H_Ux4XFUSh2jkRZ_fEQB1HSeWYz2zp15IG_AlcNw==&ch=-JfywW53SPc2v0NEg7PaQU1Yrj_N9afPrNFXV4QeOE7IXLboW4LQ2w==
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Yet, in Harrisburg, it appears there is some bipartisan agreement to quickly 
pass and send to Gov. Tom Wolf at least a couple policing reform bills. Yes, 
our lawmakers are leaving for their usual long summer recess. And talk of a 
special session on policing has subsided. But there are reform bills fast-
tracked in the House and Senate that could land on Wolf’s desk before recess 
officially June 30.  
 
Among them: police agencies must adopt use-of-force policies and training; 
chokeholds banned except when deadly force is allowed; broader background 
checks for cop candidates, including review of records and complaints from 
prior law enforcement jobs; creation of a data base of officers’ misconduct, 
especially involving excessive use of force. 
 
House Democratic Whip Jordan Harris, of Philadelphia, an outspoken 
advocate of much broader reforms, tells me these measures are, “Just a down 
payment, a deposit on what needs to happen.” But he says lawmakers will 
work through the summer, maybe even come back to session, because “there 
is a determination” to do more, and “I don’t see the protests stopping.” Still, no 
matter how, if and when reforms progress, thought should be given to guarding 
against any impression that racism rests solely at the feet of law enforcement.  
 
As I’ve noted in a previous column, there are decades of evidence 
documenting racism in every aspect of criminal justice, from profiling to arrests, 
from sentencing to incarceration, and in police killings.  There are no excuses. 
That must be fixed. But racism and its effects can be seen everywhere. And 
our politicians, generally speaking, are more than willing to talk about ending 
racism, never willing to accept any blame for it.  
 
We have a political system, driven by money, special interests and self-
protection that shapes public policy, for example, that funds education by zip 
code. Or that never seems moved by annual Center for Disease Control data 
showing Black infant mortality rates double those of whites; or pregnancy-
related deaths of Black women almost three-times those of white women. 
 
Or U.S. Census figures showing Black children live in poverty at triple the rate 
of white children; or white households net worth being 10 times greater than 
Black households. Cops didn’t cause that. More laws, maybe even fewer 
statues, can help. But systemic change won’t come from the same old political 
system. Or from one party or the other. Or from ideological gridlock. Or from 
various legislative chambers. 
 
The kind of change that makes policing and all aspects of life fairer and more 
just will come from the streets and homes of every community. And from 
elected public servants interested in serving  all citizens. And the sooner the 
better. – John Baer’s column in Harrisburg Patriot-News  
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