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Hawaii, Massachusetts, Minnesota and Nevada are joining the legal 
fight against T-Mobile's $26.5 billion bid for Sprint in a case that 
lawyers on both sides say they hope will reach trial in October. 
 
Beau Buffier, a lawyer for New York state's attorney general, told a 
judge at a Manhattan federal court hearing Friday that the states were 
added to a rewritten version of a lawsuit filed 10 days ago. Nine other 
states and the District of Columbia had sued to block the merger, 
saying it will reduce competition and damage consumers by driving up 
prices for cellphone service. 
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The companies - the third and fourth largest mobile wireless networks 
in the U.S. - say the merger is necessary for them to upgrade to a fast, 
powerful "5G" mobile network that competes with Verizon and AT&T. 
President Donald Trump has said he wants the U.S. to "win" a global 
5G race. The Justice Department has not yet spoken on whether the 
deal complies with antitrust laws. The Republican majority of the 
Federal Communications Commission supports the deal. 
 
At the lawsuit's first hearing Friday, T-Mobile attorney George Cary 
defended the merger, saying the deal will improve competition by 
combining T-Mobile, with 79 million subscribers, and Sprint, with 54 
million subscribers, letting them compete more effectively against the 
bigger players. He said the combined T-Mobile and Sprint will be 
"much more competitive." Attorney Paula Blizzard, representing 
California, disputed Cary's claims, saying a disruption to the 
competitive balance of phone companies would injure millions of 
consumers. "We think the competition now has benefited Americans, 
Californians," she said. Both sides recommended an Oct. 7 trial date. 
 
U.S. District Judge Victor Marrero did not agree to the date yet, saying 
any trial date will depend in part on what the Justice Department 
does. "The elephant not in this room is the Justice Department. The 
Justice Department has not yet weighed in on this matter. I understand 
it is under consideration. They may or may not take a position," 
Marrero said. 
 
The judge said he wasn't ready to hear debate on issues raised by the 
lawsuit, but he told lawyers to be prepared to explain later how such a 
big deal survives a presumption that it would increase antitrust 
behaviors. He also wants to know how it would affect competition in 
rural areas. Steven Sunshine, a Sprint attorney, told Marrero that it's 
believed that a Justice Department decision is imminent and is likely to 
be in line with what the Federal Communications Commission was 
doing. 
 
The new states joined New York, California, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Maryland, Michigan, Mississippi, Virginia and Wisconsin. In a release, 
Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison said the merger will make it 
harder for people in Minnesota "to afford their lives." "When 
Minnesotans and Americans everywhere are already struggling to 
afford their lives, more market consolidation is the last thing they 
need," he said. 
 
Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healey said the state's 
yearlong investigation of the proposed merger concluded it would give 
the new company the power to raise prices, significantly reduce 
competition for customers and cost thousands of retail workers their 
jobs. – Associated Press  
_______________________________________________________ 
The Justice Department sued to block AT&T’s merger with Time 
Warner on grounds that it would increase the telecom company’s 
leverage in contract disputes. There was no real-world evidence to 
support this, and now there’s real-world evidence refuting it. Witness 
how AT&T is now begging the government for help in price 
negotiations with local broadcast stations. AT&T this week complained 
to the Federal Communications Commission that nine “ostensibly 
independent” station owners that “appear to be managed and 
controlled by Sinclair” are refusing to negotiate in good faith over a 
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new contract. Owners have pulled 20 stations from AT&T’s DirecTV in 
the last three weeks, and it warns there is “no end in sight.  
 
Such blackouts are common amid price negotiations between content 
providers and carriers. But recall that Justice argued that Time Warner 
would give AT&T more leverage in contract disputes. The theory was 
content providers and carriers would be forced to accept its terms to 
avoid costly blackouts. Uh huh. DirecTV has lost 1.3 million 
subscribers in the last nine months as rising content costs put upward 
pressure on prices and more customers ditch satellite for cheaper 
streaming options. DirecTV’s streaming service has shed about 20% of 
its customers in the last six months, and AT&T appears loath to pay 
more for local broadcast stations available for free over the air. 
 
AT&T apparently now wants FCC help to stave off more subscriber 
losses by forcing local station owners to accept its terms. AT&T is also 
trying to win FCC sympathy by blaming the dispute on Sinclair, which 
the Commission last year said may have misrepresented its control 
over stations it had proposed to divest to obtain government approval 
to buy Tribune Media. Political cynicism is contagious. The FCC killed 
the Tribune deal, but Sinclair has since launched its own ad-supported 
streaming service with local programming. Its goal is to target ads at 
viewers, which was also AT&T’s plan in buying Time Warner. All of 
which shows that media markets continue to be competitive, and 
perhaps more so, after the AT&T-Time Warner merger. The Justice 
Department lawsuit was mistaken, but businesses would have more 
credibility when they oppose government intervention if they didn’t also 
solicit it. – Wall Street Journal editorial  
_______________________________________________________ 
Joe Sestak, a freewheeling former Pennsylvania congressman, U.S. 
Senate candidate, and three-star admiral who often clashed with 
Democratic insiders, is running for president. Sestak, of Delaware 
County, launched a campaign website at midnight Saturday dubbing 
himself “Admiral Joe” and announcing a kickoff event Sunday 
afternoon in Waterloo, Iowa. “I’d like to be that president who serves 
the American people the way they deserve to be served,” Sestak, 67, 
wrote in an email to The Inquirer.  
 
The unpredictable Sestak is the 24th Democratic entrant into a primary 
free-for-all that has drawn contenders from all over the map in terms of 
geography, politics, experience, and public profile. “I believe that what 
Americans most want is someone who is accountable to them, above 
self, above party, above any special interest,” Sestak continued in his 
email, echoing the themes of a campaign video that launched Sunday. 
“A president who has the depth of global experience to restore 
America’s leadership in the world to protect our American Dream at 
home … and one who is trusted to restructure policies where too many 
see only the growth of iniquity, not of the economy.” 
 
In keeping with his unusual methods, Sestak’s announcement 
surprised even some longtime supporters and former campaign aides, 
who were blindsided by his decision to reenter politics on the biggest 
possible stage. Sestak served two terms in Congress before running 
for U.S. Senate in 2010. Defying the Democratic establishment, he 
beat then-U.S. Sen. Arlen Specter in a primary, after Specter had 
switched parties, only to narrowly lose to Sen. Pat Toomey (R., Pa.) in 
the general election. 
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Sestak ran for Senate again in 2016 — walking 422 miles across 
Pennsylvania to reintroduce himself to voters — but party insiders 
recoiled at his independent-minded and unorthodox style and rallied 
behind Katie McGinty, who beat Sestak in the Democratic primary. He 
has had almost no public profile since, but is now joining the sprawling 
field. Sestak is the first person who served in a Pennsylvania office to 
join the race, though former Vice President Joe Biden has stressed his 
Scranton roots and is basing his campaign in Philadelphia, and former 
Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper was raised in Narberth.  
 
Sestak’s campaign pitches have always been tied to his military 
service, and his speeches laden with Navy metaphors. He served as a 
three-star admiral in the Navy, commanding an aircraft carrier group 
that operated in Iraq and Afghanistan, and was an adviser on the 
National Security Council in the Clinton White House. He usually 
campaigned in an olive flight jacket. Sestak’s website was set to 
include five introductory videos. He joins the race after others have 
been jockeying for months, and just days before the first Democratic 
debate, which he will not be part of. (Candidates had to meet certain 
fund-raising and polling targets weeks ago to qualify.) – Philadelphia 

Inquirer   
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