
 

 

 

 

June 20, 2018 
 

 

 

Fierce Cable 
Charter enterprise 
unit launches new 
TV products for 
hotel, hospital and 
university markets  
 
TVNewsCheck  
NBC Looking For 
Digital News In Left 
Field 
 
St. Louis Post -
Dispatch  
Time Warner deal 
adds risks for AT&T  
  
Forbes 
As Adults 18-34 Get 
Older, Will They 
Watch Traditional 
Television? 

Walt Disney Co. raised its offer to purchase most of 21st Century Fox 
to more than $70 billion in cash and stock, topping an unsolicited offer 
from rival Comcast Corp. as the bidding war for the coveted media 
properties escalates. Disney’s new offer is far higher than the price of 
its original deal, $52.4 billion in stock, and surpasses Comcast’s all-

cash offer of roughly $65 billion. Disney will pay Fox shareholders 
roughly 50% in cash and 50% in stock. Fox, in a news release, said 
the new Disney deal “is superior to the proposal” made by Comcast 
earlier this month. Comcast officials were unavailable for comment. In 
morning trading, Fox’s class A shares rose 6.5% to $47.63, Disney 
shares increased 1.2% to $107.35, and Comcast shares added 1.4% 
to $33.27.  
 
The assets in play include the Twentieth Century Fox film and TV 
studio; U.S. cable networks including FX and regional sports channels; 
international assets including Sky PLC and Star India; and Fox’s one-
third stake in the streaming service Hulu. Neither proposed deal 
includes Fox News, Fox Sports 1, the Fox broadcast network or its 
television stations. In either scenario, those assets would be spun off 
into a new company, for the moment, dubbed “New Fox.” 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RUP-aGRE3gcC9Ipyji-aAAhWUQz5SsijaWcLZvVg0Refup2pErtSIqubfRwHrxC9vbr6MJtlGWnCrilxmKrGsiIOKoU1tFg6kyWXj0mN3jwLqmN1kA_eCX5G4TVd6KBYExO8bXXlbJ8-AMIp5BAmwhErgwSSq4wFSADwxz-VaMTkHTUhgpOkzBRjmsMIzeWqquM7uCbCxjAwtwTFMIV0hBfA==&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RUP-aGRE3gcC9Ipyji-aAAhWUQz5SsijaWcLZvVg0Refup2pErtSIqubfRwHrxC9vbr6MJtlGWnCrilxmKrGsiIOKoU1tFg6kyWXj0mN3jwLqmN1kA_eCX5G4TVd6KBYExO8bXXlbJ8-AMIp5BAmwhErgwSSq4wFSADwxz-VaMTkHTUhgpOkzBRjmsMIzeWqquM7uCbCxjAwtwTFMIV0hBfA==&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RUP-aGRE3gcC9Ipyji-aAAhWUQz5SsijaWcLZvVg0Refup2pErtSIqubfRwHrxC9vbr6MJtlGWnCrilxmKrGsiIOKoU1tFg6kyWXj0mN3jwLqmN1kA_eCX5G4TVd6KBYExO8bXXlbJ8-AMIp5BAmwhErgwSSq4wFSADwxz-VaMTkHTUhgpOkzBRjmsMIzeWqquM7uCbCxjAwtwTFMIV0hBfA==&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RUP-aGRE3gcC9Ipyji-aAAhWUQz5SsijaWcLZvVg0Refup2pErtSIqubfRwHrxC9vbr6MJtlGWnCrilxmKrGsiIOKoU1tFg6kyWXj0mN3jwLqmN1kA_eCX5G4TVd6KBYExO8bXXlbJ8-AMIp5BAmwhErgwSSq4wFSADwxz-VaMTkHTUhgpOkzBRjmsMIzeWqquM7uCbCxjAwtwTFMIV0hBfA==&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RUP-aGRE3gcC9Ipyji-aAAhWUQz5SsijaWcLZvVg0Refup2pErtSIqubfRwHrxC9vbr6MJtlGWnCrilxmKrGsiIOKoU1tFg6kyWXj0mN3jwLqmN1kA_eCX5G4TVd6KBYExO8bXXlbJ8-AMIp5BAmwhErgwSSq4wFSADwxz-VaMTkHTUhgpOkzBRjmsMIzeWqquM7uCbCxjAwtwTFMIV0hBfA==&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RUWni2PkFWXNlAaa7S_9DlxEeNGnowIQTnVc1ADDi3lA6jtV9x9-pPPQPqgG32mQ6EVNJtyzTfoPyQt3kIgqBESaRn9Fja6GYLV9rQ_vQzixF0TsylHUR4MRFy2dDAIfEgR2bV30z7dsa68O8FkHl2a7GIWPCyyIpXRRpwX56hRTc=&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RUWni2PkFWXNlAaa7S_9DlxEeNGnowIQTnVc1ADDi3lA6jtV9x9-pPPQPqgG32mQ6EVNJtyzTfoPyQt3kIgqBESaRn9Fja6GYLV9rQ_vQzixF0TsylHUR4MRFy2dDAIfEgR2bV30z7dsa68O8FkHl2a7GIWPCyyIpXRRpwX56hRTc=&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RUWni2PkFWXNlAaa7S_9DlxEeNGnowIQTnVc1ADDi3lA6jtV9x9-pPPQPqgG32mQ6EVNJtyzTfoPyQt3kIgqBESaRn9Fja6GYLV9rQ_vQzixF0TsylHUR4MRFy2dDAIfEgR2bV30z7dsa68O8FkHl2a7GIWPCyyIpXRRpwX56hRTc=&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RU3586KnVh96VOXxV4prCwinxPeFEJIAAgGpBuee82FkUNN-6M5A_w5uEvETvWHnmg07EyxMOdzgqQhwLKb-9WpdABMmtuQv3Xf25DYCXf9cetk2dALBi7uXi6mnevn3Ez7On_oL8N35h0fMzwaumypzYAiZ8TV4kK_8mUejXH4n_3UESSR0653zOwevL7_lKYI2ZOKW_YiP6rvooA_EWjYNQNvgx8WecnXU-rg_5sCEjkYgMa4a66CaFsnTOCvtKU&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RU3586KnVh96VOXxV4prCwinxPeFEJIAAgGpBuee82FkUNN-6M5A_w5uEvETvWHnmg07EyxMOdzgqQhwLKb-9WpdABMmtuQv3Xf25DYCXf9cetk2dALBi7uXi6mnevn3Ez7On_oL8N35h0fMzwaumypzYAiZ8TV4kK_8mUejXH4n_3UESSR0653zOwevL7_lKYI2ZOKW_YiP6rvooA_EWjYNQNvgx8WecnXU-rg_5sCEjkYgMa4a66CaFsnTOCvtKU&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RUpsqLggDM123RHb-8czFUtwAca4681g-fuKwn5Flij8UeKm-R-bFcKxU9gRFr5CZ2IIh2vAXyFEtX6QSSsvVJ5MjUW_iYm28XDmHGpIK_N3QjQl3wRrRgo-tEuF6yOEIYAqGoVF65LhHvDpw5eIFdPzGrcTIMP9s37AaXa-ojkFujOusT0-X9nyT1XH1hFfo3XsdJLirRTctrwgFMsDPnujQ4d4VFNIfyZgkQN7Q-nm2g8o7fUPrLrA==&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RUpsqLggDM123RHb-8czFUtwAca4681g-fuKwn5Flij8UeKm-R-bFcKxU9gRFr5CZ2IIh2vAXyFEtX6QSSsvVJ5MjUW_iYm28XDmHGpIK_N3QjQl3wRrRgo-tEuF6yOEIYAqGoVF65LhHvDpw5eIFdPzGrcTIMP9s37AaXa-ojkFujOusT0-X9nyT1XH1hFfo3XsdJLirRTctrwgFMsDPnujQ4d4VFNIfyZgkQN7Q-nm2g8o7fUPrLrA==&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RUpsqLggDM123RHb-8czFUtwAca4681g-fuKwn5Flij8UeKm-R-bFcKxU9gRFr5CZ2IIh2vAXyFEtX6QSSsvVJ5MjUW_iYm28XDmHGpIK_N3QjQl3wRrRgo-tEuF6yOEIYAqGoVF65LhHvDpw5eIFdPzGrcTIMP9s37AaXa-ojkFujOusT0-X9nyT1XH1hFfo3XsdJLirRTctrwgFMsDPnujQ4d4VFNIfyZgkQN7Q-nm2g8o7fUPrLrA==&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKetPGibWA5RUpsqLggDM123RHb-8czFUtwAca4681g-fuKwn5Flij8UeKm-R-bFcKxU9gRFr5CZ2IIh2vAXyFEtX6QSSsvVJ5MjUW_iYm28XDmHGpIK_N3QjQl3wRrRgo-tEuF6yOEIYAqGoVF65LhHvDpw5eIFdPzGrcTIMP9s37AaXa-ojkFujOusT0-X9nyT1XH1hFfo3XsdJLirRTctrwgFMsDPnujQ4d4VFNIfyZgkQN7Q-nm2g8o7fUPrLrA==&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKW_UYbkR3kF_wUQbDYbForKIQBCvcM5D9KeEx5rb2vKYR6jr7j2nC8eRI-dslvWB0dXXjwhNtdNpm9HvQIkBepUxO6Jhzxbh5EHpb7HGyT76UD-hluZABH-y8Zp-IRu7a8cd2ILgDJo5do-I8Iox60_4tkMAT6UImuCsQHTaCAmPnkcaZ2lk1wmZo_O5yZlcD8zuPFVzpMh8OxVdPlXiWIpDf8xskkR4nPki01TZmgXY&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKd3W5mMbb5Z8WOfWxMcxdufwoKZAsgo1B2kDEep0ts9jKG5p8dS6Cls7ue6Fnj2rNoyKMD7YfOOYL_2M25QytRo3TwgEA0rOicLL5bxsPVAD-MNtGskobeQH_mbQoNifJ7ZZg8rspff3z8-_y7Cuh0IJEX80nXhwOZK23ceMA8TQfWFCy9Idu6tLi_f2hsF6N5k8kZ-qt2s6&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKd3W5mMbb5Z8WOfWxMcxdufwoKZAsgo1B2kDEep0ts9jKG5p8dS6Cls7ue6Fnj2rNoyKMD7YfOOYL_2M25QytRo3TwgEA0rOicLL5bxsPVAD-MNtGskobeQH_mbQoNifJ7ZZg8rspff3z8-_y7Cuh0IJEX80nXhwOZK23ceMA8TQfWFCy9Idu6tLi_f2hsF6N5k8kZ-qt2s6&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001monYaRh3t36UBKBb_656VfttEdYbOQzAzLZ8B5StqkPLI06R-BrgKaw0h9GRPGlPLML2dL9VFksZtthOqWffrChX5F6IIjDGP8YOBHU4QdKwd5f9X0qF2YlregQA2eFrncJch7pH0m2et-oqRqYzxg==&c=a5LgxlgN3MEa8R5iMlvkq-2xZkm4yDapxFYYCRUz06cG9JkTavh_6A==&ch=ZNLfJHMImr6avAEA6PhpwAWa4jNg_KJsa0RTQa_EZZilBIaG2tBroA==


 
Philadelphia 
Inquirer 
In the Pa. Capitol, a 
milestone in the 
works: An on-time 
budget  
 
Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review  
Shapiro, other 
attorneys general 
call Trump 
immigration policy 
'inhumane' 
 
Philadelphia 
Inquirer 
Editorial: Public 
shut out of Pa. 
budget talks   
 
Williamsport Sun-
Gazette  
Editorial: State 
budget angst 
magically invisible 
in an election year 

 

A continuing bidding war could be a strain on both companies’ balance 
sheets. Disney Chief Financial Officer Christine McCarthy said the 
company no longer expects to complete a $20 billion share repurchase 
announced with the initial deal in December. Disney Chief Executive 
Robert Iger said on a conference call Wednesday that the possibility of 
meeting with Comcast to divide the Fox assets among the two 
companies is a nonstarter. “We have an agreement in place with [Fox] 
that precludes that,” he said.  
 
Disney also has time on its side, Mr. Iger said, because the company’s 
deal with Fox has undergone several months of regulatory review and 
would presumably be approved sooner than if Comcast started the 
process today. Mr. Iger highlighted how Fox’s programming will boost 
his company’s efforts to launch a Disney-branded streaming service 
next year and directly compete with Netflix Inc. “Direct-to-consumer 
distribution has become an even more compelling proposition in the six 
months since we announced the deal. The consumer is voting—
loudly,” he said. 
 
On a per-share basis, the new deal values the Fox assets at $38 a 
share, compared with the original Disney deal of $28 a share and 
Comcast’s offer of $35 a share.  Disney’s offer puts a “collar” on the 
stock portion, saying Fox shareholders would receive Disney shares 
equal to the $38 price so long as Disney’s stock price is between 
$93.53 and $114.32. Fox said it has decided to postpone the special 
meeting of shareholders it had originally scheduled on July 10 to “a 
future date.” 
 
Fox’s board and shareholders have had to weigh a number of factors 
as they consider which suitor is best. The total price, or equity value, of 
the offer is one major consideration, of course. But the structure of the 
offer also matters. More stock in the deal has tax advantages for 
shareholders. These advantages might be particularly large for Fox 
shareholders, such as the Murdoch family, who have held Fox’s stock 
for a long time and thus face a potentially large capital gain to pay 
taxes on if it is sold for cash. Rupert Murdoch and his family have a 
17% economic interest in 21st Century Fox. 21st Century Fox and Wall 
Street Journal-parent News Corp share common ownership.  
 
Disney said the stock part of the deal is expected to be tax-free to 21st 
Century Fox shareholders. Other shareholders, particularly the large 
institutional shareholders that are Fox’s biggest investors, may care 
less about taxes. People close to Fox have said that the Murdochs are 
looking for the best financial deal and are working in the best interests 
of all shareholders.  
 
Regulatory hurdles are also a consideration. The Justice Department 
would have to sign off on either deal, and Fox cited regulatory concerns 
among its reasons for rebuffing Comcast’s initial approach. However, 
last week, a judge struck down the Justice Department’s attempt to 
block AT&T ’s acquisition of Time Warner Inc. Comcast believes the 
court’s approval of a “vertical” merger between a distributor and a 
content company should nullify Fox’s regulatory concerns, since a 
Comcast-Fox tie-up would have similar characteristics, people close to 
the cable giant say.  
 
Mr. Iger said Wednesday that Disney and Fox executives already have 
been working for six months to get their union blessed by regulatory 
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authorities around the world, and signaled that he still believed a 
“vertical” merger of the kind Comcast proposed for the Fox assets 
faced regulatory headwinds. “We believe that we have a much better 
opportunity, both in terms of approval and the timing of that approval, 
than Comcast does in this case,” he said. – Wall Street Journal; more 

from CNBC  
______________________________________________________ 
 
Verizon and AT&T will no longer share its customers' location 
information with a number of third-party companies who failed to 
handle the data appropriately, the companies said Tuesday. The move 
to cut off access comes after an investigation by Sen. Ron Wyden, D-
Ore., into the commercial relationships between Verizon; a pair of 
obscure data vendors known as LocationSmart and Zumigo; and those 
companies' own corporate customers. 
 
Wyden's investigation found that one of Verizon's indirect corporate 
customers, a prison phone company called Securus, had used 
Verizon's customer location data in a system that effectively let 
correctional officers spy on millions of Americans. In a letter to 
the Federal Communications Commission last month highlighting the 
probe, Wyden said prison officials using Securus's surveillance system 
could obtain real-time location data on Americans with little more than 
a "pinky promise" of propriety, leading to "activities wholly unrelated" to 
prison management. 
 
To gain access to the data, prison officers simply visited an online 
portal and uploaded an "official document" showing they had 
permission to access the information. But, Wyden told the FCC, senior 
Securus officials admitted that the company did not review the 
requests for information or require that supporting documents reflect 
the decision of a judge or other legal authority. Securus didn't 
immediately respond to a request for comment. 
 
In the wake of questions from Wyden's staff, Verizon filed a letter 
Tuesday saying that it is suspending its data-sharing agreement with 
LocationSmart and Zumigo until further notice. It will also refrain from 
signing new data-sharing contracts with third parties. "Our review of 
our location aggregator program has led to a number of internal 
questions about how best to protect our customers' location data," 
Verizon wrote to Wyden. "We will not enter into new location 
aggregation arrangements unless and until we are comfortable that we 
can adequately protect our customers' location data through 
technological advancements and/or other practices." 
 
The decision brings telecom companies further into the debate over 
data privacy, which has intensified in recent months amid heightened 
scrutiny of data practices at Facebook, as well as the rise of a new 
European data protection law. Meanwhile, AT&T last week closed a 
landmark merger involving Time Warner, one that AT&T said will help 
turn it into a major player in customer data mining. "Verizon did the 
responsible thing," Wyden said Tuesday in a statement. "In contrast, 
AT&T, T-Mobile, and Sprint seem content to continuing to sell their 
customers' private information to these shady middle men, Americans' 
privacy be damned." 
 
AT&T then said in a statement Tuesday that it will also be ending its 
relationship with data aggregators "as soon as practical" while 
ensuring that location-based services that depend on data sharing, 
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such as emergency roadside assistance, can continue to function. 
Sprint said in a statement that it cut ties with LocationSmart on May 
25. A spokesman for T-Mobile didn't immediately respond to a request 
for comment. 
 
Under the program, known internally as Location Data Integration, 
Verizon sold rough location data on its customers — information the 
customers had previously agreed to share — to LocationSmart, which 
in turn provided the information to Securus. Typically, the company 
said, the data sharing helps car rental companies provide roadside 
assistance and allows financial services companies to combat 
fraud. Verizon's letter also said that in addition to obtaining its own 
customers' consent before collecting the data, the company also looks 
at the third-party customers of its data vendors to be sure they have 
not violated consumer privacy or protection rules. 
 
When Verizon learned of the Securus issue, it took "immediate steps" 
to stop the misuse of data, the company said in a statement 
Tuesday. Verizon's decision does not mean that the company will 
suspend all uses of customer data. Verizon will continue to use 
customer data more generally for advertising purposes, said Rich 
Young, a company spokesman, but only after its customers opt into 
data sharing. In 2017, Verizon completed a deal to buy Yahoo for its 
digital audience, content and advertising opportunities. In 2015, it 
purchased AOL for its video advertising technology. 
 
New privacy regulations from the FCC enacted in 2016 would have 
imposed greater restrictions on Internet providers and their handling of 
customer data. Those regulations were repealed early last year with a 
congressional resolution. Since then, the broadband industry has 
benefited from a wave of federal deregulation, including a decision by 
the FCC to repeal its net neutrality rules. – Washington Post  
______________________________________________________ 
An election year and a better economy are causing the Republican-
controlled Legislature and Democratic Gov. Tom Wolf to finish the 
state budget early. On Tuesday, all sides were singing “Give Peace a 
Chance” as they praised the $32.7 billion spending bill the House 
Appropriations Committee unveiled and passed, setting up a floor vote 
today, writes the Associated Press.  
 
The budget bill has extra money for all levels of education, including 
new money for school safety improvements. It has more money to help 
the disabled. It has money to be put in the state’s rainy day fund bank 
account. GOP Senate leaders said they expect to approve the budget 
by Friday and get it to Wolf’s desk. That would be more than a week 
early. The 2018-19 fiscal year begins July 1. Election Day is Nov. 6. – 
Allentown Morning Call  
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