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The state House passed legislation that provides a key funding source to keeping the 
state's 911 centers operational.  By a vote of 195-1, the House passed a bill that would 
extend for another year the 911 emergency telephone surcharge that adds a $1 to $1.50 
to landline and wireless telephone customers' monthly bills.  The surcharge, which 
generates $186 million annually, is due to expire at the end of the month. 
 

This legislation is intended to serve as a stopgap measure while work continues on 
finding a more comprehensive plan for funding these centers that not only impacts the 
fee on telephones but also other existing and future broadband-based technologies, said 
Doug Hill, executive director of the County Commissioners Association of 
Pennsylvania.  The legislation now goes to the Senate for consideration.  Rep. Daryl 
Metcalfe, R-Butler, cast the dissenting vote. He was not immediately available for 
comment about his opposing vote.   pennlive.com 
_________________________________________________________ 
 

Service Electric Cablevision is raising some prices for its services, but some prices are 
staying the same.  Tim Trently, general manager of the local cable TV company, said 
the rate increases coincide with increased programming costs and technology 

advances.  "The primary 
reason for adjustments to TV 
rates is due to an increase in 
annual programming costs by 
the owners of the channels 
we carry," Trently said in a 
recent letter to 
customers.  "The primary 
reason for the adjustments to 
Internet rates is due to an 
increase in bandwidth costs, 
which is the cost we pay for 
Internet access." 
 

The increased bandwidth is 
needed to accommodate all of 
the latest technology 
advances, Trently said.  "We 
continue to make significant 
technology investments to 
allow for even faster Internet 
data speeds, more reliability 
and increased bandwidth 
capacity so all of your devices 
can download, stream and 
connect," he said.  Trently 
encourages customers to call 
the company to see how they 
can save money in the wake 
of the increases.  "Customers 
can pick and choose what 
they want," he said. "They 
can call us and tell us what 
they want. We are trying to 
make it easier for customers 
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 to get what they want at a reasonable price." 
 

For instance, classic cable - which is the first 100 channels - is going up from $64.45 to 
$65.45, or $1 a month. The variety tier - channels 100-149 - is going up $3.50 a 
month.  But phone service, digital converter rentals, digital phone service and all 
installation fees will remain the same.  Trently said the best way to save money is to 
bundle services - any combination of cable, phone and Internet. Each service is 
individually cheaper when bundled, he noted.  "The more they bundle, the more they 
save," Trently said. 
 

Since there are so many combinations of services and packages a customer can order, 
Trently recommended customers call to see what their new bill might be and how they 
can save.  Service Electric Cablevision, located at the end of Maplewood Drive in the 
Humboldt Industrial Park, can be reached by calling 570-454-3841 or toll-free at 800-
242-3707.   Hazleton Standard-Speaker 
_________________________________________________________ 
 

Democratic lawmakers will unveil a piece of bicameral legislation Tuesday that would 
force the Federal Communications Commission to ban fast lanes on the Internet.   
 

The proposal, put forward by Senate Judiciary Committee chair Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.) 
and Rep. Doris Matsui (D-Calif.), requires the FCC to use whatever authority it sees fit to 
make sure that Internet providers don't speed up certain types of content (like Netflix 
videos) at the expense of others (like e-mail). It wouldn't give the commission new 
powers, but the bill — known as the Online Competition and Consumer Choice Act — 
would give the FCC crucial political cover to prohibit what consumer advocates say 
would harm startup companies and Internet services by requiring them to pay extra fees 
to ISPs.  "Americans are speaking loud and clear," said Leahy, who is holding a hearing 
on net neutrality in Vermont this summer. "They want an Internet that is a platform for 
free expression and innovation, where the best ideas and services can reach consumers 
based on merit rather than based on a financial relationship with a broadband provider."  
 

Leahy and Matsui's proposed ban on fast lanes would apply only to the connections 
between consumers and their ISPs — the part of the Internet governed by the FCC's 
proposed net neutrality rules. The FCC's current proposal tacitly allows for the creation 
of a tiered Internet for content companies, though the commission has asked the public 
whether it should ban the practice as "commercially unreasonable."  "A free and open 
Internet is essential for consumers," said Matsui. "Our country cannot afford ‘pay-for-
play’ schemes that divide our Internet into tiers based on who has the deepest pockets."   
 

Because the bill merely directs the FCC to rely on its current authorities, there's a limit to 
how effective it can be. An ongoing debate at the FCC is whether it's legally able to ban 
traffic discrimination at all. Under the current proposal, the FCC would tacitly allow 
commercial speed agreements but then review problematic ones on a case-by-case 
basis, rather than lay down a blanket restriction against what's called "paid priortization."  
 

Consumer advocates have suggested instead that the FCC reclassify broadband as a 
utility — a decision that would subject ISPs to greater regulation. But broadband 
companies have said that even that would not guarantee a prioritization ban's survival, 
because of a loophole in the law that allows for some traffic discrimination so long as it 
isn't "unjust" or "unreasonable." 
 

The Democratic bill is another sign that net neutrality is dividing lawmakers along 
partisan lines. In May, Rep. Bob Latta (R-Ohio) introduced a bill that would prevent the 
FCC from reclassifying broadband. A Democratic aide conceded Monday that the 
Leahy-Matsui bill is unlikely to attract Republican cosponsors. 
 

The fact that Republicans control the House make it unlikely that the Leahy-Matsui bill 
will advance very far. Still, the politics of net neutrality are obscuring the underlying 
economics at stake, according to the aide, who asked not to be named because he 



wasn't authorized to speak publicly.  "People are missing the point," the aide said. "The 
point is: Ban paid prioritization. Because that'll fundamentally change how the Internet 
works."  FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler has said that he's reserving the reclassification 
option in case his existing plan fails to protect consumers. He has been reluctant to use 
that option so far, likely because it would be politically controversial. But increasingly, it 
seems net neutrality is divisive enough without him.   Washington Post 
_________________________________________________________ 
 

AT&T Inc. will be the exclusive carrier for Amazon.com Inc. 's new smartphone, which is 
expected to be unveiled on Wednesday, according to people familiar with the 
plans.  The arrangement extends Amazon's relationship with AT&T, which also provides 
wireless service to Kindle tablets and e-readers. The move could help AT&T attract new 
subscribers at a time of intense competition among wireless carriers. 
 

Apple Inc. and Samsung Electronics Co. have a tight grip on the smartphone market in 
the U.S. with a combined 60% share in the first quarter, according to comScore Inc. 
Rival devices from makers like BlackBerry Ltd. and Nokia Corp. have seen their market 
share shrivel as they failed to keep up with technology.  Amazon hopes to distinguish its 
phone in a crowded market with a screen capable of displaying seemingly three-
dimensional images without special glasses, according to a Wall Street Journal article 
citing people briefed on the plans. The phone would employ retina-tracking technology 
embedded in four front-facing cameras, or sensors, to make some images appear to be 
3-D, similar to a hologram, according to the story. 
 

Amazon is expected to introduce the device at an event in hometown Seattle 
Wednesday and has demonstrated versions of the handset to developers in San 
Francisco and Seattle. Amazon aims to begin shipping phones by the end of September, 
ahead of the holiday shopping season. The e-commerce giant is moving deeper into 
gadgets beyond its Kindle tablet, including the Fire TV set-top video streaming device 
and the smartphone.  AT&T had an exclusive arrangement with Apple Inc. when the 
iPhone was launched in 2007. That offering, which lasted more than three years, gave 
AT&T a crucial leg up against rival Verizon Wireless in the lucrative smartphone 
market.   Wall Street Journal 
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