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AT&T Inc’s WarnerMedia is discussing plans to package HBO, sister 
channel Cinemax and its vast Warner Bros. TV and movie library into a 
streaming service costing between $16 and $17 a month, according to 
people familiar with the matter, a strategy aimed at keeping the media 
giant competitive against lower-priced offerings in a crowded field. 
 
The new streaming service, which will debut in “beta” form later this 
year, essentially includes all of WarnerMedia’s entertainment offerings 
and will feature its own new, original content. Yet it will cost barely 
more than the company’s stand-alone HBO Now streaming service, 
which sells for $14.99 a month. Cinemax, meanwhile, can cost as 
much as $12.99 a month for cable customers. 
 
AT&T is under pressure to competitively price its service in a 
landscape where consumers will have many options, including Netflix’s 
deep library of original and licensed content for $12.99 a month—and a 
much-anticipated Disney+ service launching in November that will 
charge $6.99 a month for an array of programming based on the 
company’s biggest franchises such as “Star Wars” and Marvel. On top 
of this, Apple and Comcast Corp.’s NBCUniversal have plans to launch 
streaming services in the fall and 2020, respectively.  
 
Consumers have limited money to spend on a growing number of 
options including streaming services like Netflix and Amazon Prime 
Video, but also low-price online cable-TV packages—known as skinny 
bundles—such as Dish Network Corp.’s Sling TV and Google’s 
YouTube TV. According to a survey conducted last year by Magid 
Research, people who abandon traditional cable-TV packages said 
they are willing to pay for about six different services that cost a total of 
about $38. 
 
AT&T’s new plan marks a shift in strategy. WarnerMedia Chief 
Executive John Stankey initially laid out a three-tiered platform that 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSdqgTK9pFnP6ANAqpZIMJNNY_7CVY5OoC_TSogwnSVTzXBmGjTB2jp8GyLqPilztf8gipjcPGYjp02aPZ4G31xeXVUJg0ekIkKH_4cBQF2A4UQZ5DgVJp_fywOIIlrXACEseZ4NIPFylHhIyMGJprAYLuvk8p2rt1&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSdqgTK9pFnP6ANAqpZIMJNNY_7CVY5OoC_TSogwnSVTzXBmGjTB2jp8GyLqPilztf8gipjcPGYjp02aPZ4G31xeXVUJg0ekIkKH_4cBQF2A4UQZ5DgVJp_fywOIIlrXACEseZ4NIPFylHhIyMGJprAYLuvk8p2rt1&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSdqgTK9pFnP6ANAqpZIMJNNY_7CVY5OoC_TSogwnSVTzXBmGjTB2jp8GyLqPilztf8gipjcPGYjp02aPZ4G31xeXVUJg0ekIkKH_4cBQF2A4UQZ5DgVJp_fywOIIlrXACEseZ4NIPFylHhIyMGJprAYLuvk8p2rt1&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSjX1vcqWKEcgD7fcCUDQjZwR0HYWdtypL9NJhZJEzVWRzoyfgG7hvUW_2F-kMU1EHxiefN7nKzJFPqQtjqlwq5wtt5wXbCJDJ638XoTdCVkpXRJSlzO7AAnNzNlZikZbrGIZrzsL3PWE=&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSjX1vcqWKEcgD7fcCUDQjZwR0HYWdtypL9NJhZJEzVWRzoyfgG7hvUW_2F-kMU1EHxiefN7nKzJFPqQtjqlwq5wtt5wXbCJDJ638XoTdCVkpXRJSlzO7AAnNzNlZikZbrGIZrzsL3PWE=&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSjX1vcqWKEcgD7fcCUDQjZwR0HYWdtypL9NJhZJEzVWRzoyfgG7hvUW_2F-kMU1EHxiefN7nKzJFPqQtjqlwq5wtt5wXbCJDJ638XoTdCVkpXRJSlzO7AAnNzNlZikZbrGIZrzsL3PWE=&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSDS3JlTr_X_C9UZVkiGK8qa3klcH2gqm65R8qAEaiTu1rXaHPafOcJs3NqpJJIPrhRlAYu_It2F7mGud5Ye6bcrRtUWr48rPNFiiZGvMY8wpRbJcS9FMkE8EhxoDPo7kIsyp-BBDN4pbEwLzrMC7ZMblBM3akuf_Q&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSDS3JlTr_X_C9UZVkiGK8qa3klcH2gqm65R8qAEaiTu1rXaHPafOcJs3NqpJJIPrhRlAYu_It2F7mGud5Ye6bcrRtUWr48rPNFiiZGvMY8wpRbJcS9FMkE8EhxoDPo7kIsyp-BBDN4pbEwLzrMC7ZMblBM3akuf_Q&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSrTGkTz3YKIMHilrkTpESjuwwUudRhCMtCqsv_6Z2i7PwZWYNinBS_NvcHmN2XTGr-gawJrVuPiUnfSZRxOFJ2Wu9v9XhJ4s9gdEwsXgWHmHGJB4d_gC6KxgzzAcu76GnOin2eEj0FMC4rE-zTfEfKN5E7X72wLs6e0z65oIHT_hcwlDHjLE03w==&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSrTGkTz3YKIMHilrkTpESjuwwUudRhCMtCqsv_6Z2i7PwZWYNinBS_NvcHmN2XTGr-gawJrVuPiUnfSZRxOFJ2Wu9v9XhJ4s9gdEwsXgWHmHGJB4d_gC6KxgzzAcu76GnOin2eEj0FMC4rE-zTfEfKN5E7X72wLs6e0z65oIHT_hcwlDHjLE03w==&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSrTGkTz3YKIMHilrkTpESjuwwUudRhCMtCqsv_6Z2i7PwZWYNinBS_NvcHmN2XTGr-gawJrVuPiUnfSZRxOFJ2Wu9v9XhJ4s9gdEwsXgWHmHGJB4d_gC6KxgzzAcu76GnOin2eEj0FMC4rE-zTfEfKN5E7X72wLs6e0z65oIHT_hcwlDHjLE03w==&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSrTGkTz3YKIMHilrkTpESjuwwUudRhCMtCqsv_6Z2i7PwZWYNinBS_NvcHmN2XTGr-gawJrVuPiUnfSZRxOFJ2Wu9v9XhJ4s9gdEwsXgWHmHGJB4d_gC6KxgzzAcu76GnOin2eEj0FMC4rE-zTfEfKN5E7X72wLs6e0z65oIHT_hcwlDHjLE03w==&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoS8aO_wGfxml1pfL04F1PstzltrFCBw4jzGrN2ZJIX7hVHgrbPjI1_P3gSilEKpGtBTkMIQQcoyCUlVyfosd4BD8BNPwGEiY8iHV1ZqPfzCUMqnYue-tWZXMkirU2l3-9eiMr5Q6lCK2XqqmCHhlMWKXgAWQyQ-iBSIXyL9bLwaJlrB0C7zkXmU7Jmnr5om93MX2fM2PYG14OdiU_XYXjWsXzudzyx5DjUkFJOVRHdEbU=&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoS8aO_wGfxml1pfL04F1PstzltrFCBw4jzGrN2ZJIX7hVHgrbPjI1_P3gSilEKpGtBTkMIQQcoyCUlVyfosd4BD8BNPwGEiY8iHV1ZqPfzCUMqnYue-tWZXMkirU2l3-9eiMr5Q6lCK2XqqmCHhlMWKXgAWQyQ-iBSIXyL9bLwaJlrB0C7zkXmU7Jmnr5om93MX2fM2PYG14OdiU_XYXjWsXzudzyx5DjUkFJOVRHdEbU=&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoS8aO_wGfxml1pfL04F1PstzltrFCBw4jzGrN2ZJIX7hVHgrbPjI1_P3gSilEKpGtBTkMIQQcoyCUlVyfosd4BD8BNPwGEiY8iHV1ZqPfzCUMqnYue-tWZXMkirU2l3-9eiMr5Q6lCK2XqqmCHhlMWKXgAWQyQ-iBSIXyL9bLwaJlrB0C7zkXmU7Jmnr5om93MX2fM2PYG14OdiU_XYXjWsXzudzyx5DjUkFJOVRHdEbU=&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoS8aO_wGfxml1pfL04F1PstzltrFCBw4jzGrN2ZJIX7hVHgrbPjI1_P3gSilEKpGtBTkMIQQcoyCUlVyfosd4BD8BNPwGEiY8iHV1ZqPfzCUMqnYue-tWZXMkirU2l3-9eiMr5Q6lCK2XqqmCHhlMWKXgAWQyQ-iBSIXyL9bLwaJlrB0C7zkXmU7Jmnr5om93MX2fM2PYG14OdiU_XYXjWsXzudzyx5DjUkFJOVRHdEbU=&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSDhRuHCAzAPQGdveyY-QGC_RMqLhafaMEazkprmaFimGXTJqGOgtsusIlrtn6xh4IL73WDkZMJwhYKwwG4aWZFwUFwKNelbsOKxjtptuCnPpGRdFsWwZzOVDVeIPbD55pJA4NQ0kZA2xgNHSYh7hfU-CmYzHKCqJlWVkz-xntyhZad7oFR2Hf1Q==&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSDhRuHCAzAPQGdveyY-QGC_RMqLhafaMEazkprmaFimGXTJqGOgtsusIlrtn6xh4IL73WDkZMJwhYKwwG4aWZFwUFwKNelbsOKxjtptuCnPpGRdFsWwZzOVDVeIPbD55pJA4NQ0kZA2xgNHSYh7hfU-CmYzHKCqJlWVkz-xntyhZad7oFR2Hf1Q==&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSDhRuHCAzAPQGdveyY-QGC_RMqLhafaMEazkprmaFimGXTJqGOgtsusIlrtn6xh4IL73WDkZMJwhYKwwG4aWZFwUFwKNelbsOKxjtptuCnPpGRdFsWwZzOVDVeIPbD55pJA4NQ0kZA2xgNHSYh7hfU-CmYzHKCqJlWVkz-xntyhZad7oFR2Hf1Q==&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSDhRuHCAzAPQGdveyY-QGC_RMqLhafaMEazkprmaFimGXTJqGOgtsusIlrtn6xh4IL73WDkZMJwhYKwwG4aWZFwUFwKNelbsOKxjtptuCnPpGRdFsWwZzOVDVeIPbD55pJA4NQ0kZA2xgNHSYh7hfU-CmYzHKCqJlWVkz-xntyhZad7oFR2Hf1Q==&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoSDhRuHCAzAPQGdveyY-QGC_RMqLhafaMEazkprmaFimGXTJqGOgtsusIlrtn6xh4IL73WDkZMJwhYKwwG4aWZFwUFwKNelbsOKxjtptuCnPpGRdFsWwZzOVDVeIPbD55pJA4NQ0kZA2xgNHSYh7hfU-CmYzHKCqJlWVkz-xntyhZad7oFR2Hf1Q==&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9a5w_FjtDYhY3e_z_effGRzJVVCNxd-Hr1u0c5QWn9e3rUY-9aLrBC8MCK7epfIIk99Q3W5M7xN6U5T8TwPFwT-o0ntEKOswJC_o-Ss8W9yzdSZMNW0PWNY1pjTEX3qb5BQSwMVsiGplCqxqOm3AZsRmi_l3pDRj7sUsg9_wLsBMZvB4Q0kg3QAencYHjDq6k8OH-YeiG7wINY7ogE8JEhg=&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138G6AMrL3QSR85iNn5OmFdiIUOHulIu-GpV-Prqk-_OvLIRTk8Fy9b1dZfvpzIoS2_J445qdgFheraSnweBXYG2iwUvLX2TFEzpU8AcKOijvuJNWm1ayJVoBAAUdl-cGkjHc7GK-5Ks=&c=idZzC0xgXkGBIab_sVXWqZnzBOJ1DeKoFXvPe0SdQYBk9aokBzL8Aw==&ch=8n_S__XHSqH_4dmWKjiaOp4TMADnGW3e9wBA2WqV87wCO6XCkBU2cQ==


Pennlive  
Daylin Leach sexual 
misconduct 
investigation prompts 
Senate war of words 
 
Philadelphia 
Inquirer 
VP Mike Pence urges 
Pa. Republicans to 
reelect the president, 
preserve freedom 

 

included an entry-level option focused on movies, a second tier with 
original programming and blockbusters, and a third one with Warner 
Bros. content. He now is expected to push forward the $16-$17 price 
point for the main subscription offering, which is expected to be fully up 
and running as early as next March, one of the people familiar with the 
matter said. “The idea of three tiers never made much sense and is too 
complicated to fly in the marketplace,” said analyst Craig Moffett of 
MoffettNathanson. Mr. Moffett recently spoke with Mr. Stankey about 
the streaming service and wrote that AT&T was headed toward a 
single tier, with the goal of being in the middle of Netflix and a 
combination of Disney+ (at $6.99) and Hulu (at $11.99). Apple said it 
plans to launch its own video subscription service in the fall, which will 
feature original programming.  
 
Meanwhile, NBCUniversal said earlier this year it would enter the 
crowded marketplace with an ad-supported streaming video service, 
which will include original and library programming. The service will be 
free to its roughly 54 million pay-TV subscribers, as well as subscribers 
of other U.S. pay-TV providers. The service, however, won’t be 
available to cord-cutters. Pricing hasn’t yet been disclosed for either 
service. WarnerMedia is also considering rolling out an ad-supported 
version of the streaming service—at a cheaper price—later in 2020, 
the people said.  
 
It is unclear what the content makeup of that version would be. Further 
down the road, WarnerMedia could add an additional premium option 
for people to watch live events or sports, one of the people 
said. Discussions around pricing and content are still fluid, and plans 
could still change. Top executives across WarnerMedia are scheduled 
to gather in New York next week and details of the as-yet-unnamed 
streaming service will be discussed, the people said. WarnerMedia is 
gearing up for complex discussions with cable partners like Comcast 
and Charter Communications Inc., who will likely not want to get 
undercut on their pricing of HBO. 
 
WarnerMedia is prepared to work with those distributors in a number of 
ways, one of the people familiar with the matter said. That could 
include the cable providers marketing the streaming service and taking 
a cut of revenue, or having flexibility to lower their HBO price to match 
the implied lower price of HBO in the WarnerMedia streaming service, 
the person said. AT&T’s bet on a streaming service comes as the pay-
TV giant it owns, DirecTV, has been losing TV subscribers at a fast clip 
as consumers cut the cord in favor of streaming services. AT&T in the 
first quarter lost 544,000 premium TV subscribers, which includes 
DirecTV satellite subscriptions and fiber-optic packages from AT&T’s 
U-verse. It also lost 83,000 subscribers of DirecTV Now, its online 
cablelike service.  
 
AT&T took ownership of Warner Bros. film studio, HBO and other TV 
content nearly a year ago when it bought Time Warner, later renaming 
it WarnerMedia. The company paid about $81 billion in cash and stock 
for WarnerMedia, an acquisition that was delayed by a long battle with the 
Justice Department over antitrust issues. The battle with the 
government kept different units of the company from working closely 
together and delayed the planning of the streaming service, one of the 
people familiar with the matter said. – Wall Street Journal  
_____________________________________________________ 
YouTube’s steps this week to block hate-based and conspiracy-
mongering videos have sparked a backlash online, according to social-
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media intelligence firm Storyful. Messages with threatening and biased 
terms directed at YouTube started appearing on social media about 
150 times an hour on Thursday, according to Storyful’s analysis, a day 
after the unit of Alphabet Inc. said it would escalate efforts to scrub 
hateful content from its platform. Before the announcement, these 
types of terms appeared on social media approximately 30 times an 
hour. One of the measures YouTube outlined Wednesday was a plan 
to ban videos that deny historical events such as the Holocaust.  
 
For years, YouTube and other social-media companies justified a 
hands-off approach to how they moderated content, with the view that 
their sites and apps are content-neutral technology platforms. 
Mounting public anger over the prevalence of offensive and inaccurate 
information online has made such neutrality hard to defend. 
 
While hate-filled language has elicited calls for more corporate action, 
moves that YouTube and other social sites such as Facebook Inc. and 
Twitter Inc. have made to moderate content on their platforms have 
been met with charges of bias. In one post on Twitter Thursday, a user 
wrote, “Be careful of who you silence, #Youtube.’’ Other posts on 
8chan, a website that describes itself as “the darkest reaches of the 
internet,” called for someone to carry out an attack on YouTube that 
would result in a massacre similar to the March shooting at a mosque in 

Christchurch, New Zealand, that killed 51 people.  
 
Personal information about a YouTube executive was posted on an 
8chan forum. This tactic, known as doxing, is intended to embarrass or 
intimidate the target. “We have strong security measures in place to 
ensure a safe work environment for all of our employees,” a YouTube 
spokeswoman said in a statement. When YouTube announced the 
policy change to its staff, it added that its security team would monitor 
any reaction, according to a person familiar with the matter. 
 
Broadly, tech companies have started to spend more on protecting 
their employees. Earlier this year, executives at Facebook were the 
victims of hoaxes known as swatting, in which a perpetrator 
masquerades as a certain individual and calls up law enforcement, 
claiming to have committed a violent crime at the target’s address. One 
of the darker references in the reaction to YouTube’s anti-hate policies 
is Nasim Aghdam, a woman who in 2018 shot three people inside 

YouTube’s headquarters before killing herself. Storyful is owned by News 
Corp., the parent company of The Wall Street Journal. – Wall Street 
Journal   
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