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The Somerset County commissioners offered an update to their fiber-
optic project during an Alleghenies Ahead regional meeting 
Wednesday. 
 
Alleghenies Ahead is a six-county collaborative effort, a first in 
Pennsylvania, to work together on strategic planning. The state 
requires counties to update their plans every 10 years. The plan is in 
the public comment period and can be viewed at 
allegheniesahead.com. The event was held at Somerset Rural Electric 
Cooperative.  
 
A lack of broadband and cellphone service was one of the regional 
issues identified by the Alleghenies Ahead project. Somerset County 
received $1.5 million in grant money earlier this year to expand 
broadband service to four industrial parks. The total project will cost 
$1.89 million and is in coordination with the Southern Alleghenies 
Planning & Development Commission and the Appalachian Regional 
Commission. 
 
Somerset County Commissioner Gerald Walker told the group that the 
project will require 22 miles of fiber-optic network. Next month the 
board will select a service provider with construction to being in August 
and be completed by July 2019. Walker said broadband is as 
necessary as water and electricity to the business parks. “We’re 
hoping whichever provider gets this project that they will build out from 
there,” he said. 
 
Don Schwartz, Bedford County Planning Commission director, talked 
to the group about the TOPP Project, which is a collaboration between 
Bedford and Fulton counties. The project takes 8.5 miles of abandoned 
turnpike road and tunnels and turns it into a trail and tourist destination. 
They are planning design, funding and construction from 2018 to 2021. 
It is estimated that the finished project could bring 100,000 people to 
the area, although Schwartz believes the number could be closer to 
200,000 annually. “There is a lot of interest at high levels, and this is a 
classic example of cooperation across county lines,” he said. – 
Somerset Daily American  
______________________________________________________ 
The FCC is continuing its effort to establish parity between the fees it 
charges cable and satellite operators. Proposing a fiscal 2018 budget 
in which it plans to collect more than $322 million from broadcasters, 
cable, IPTV and satellite operators, the commission has proposed a 
fee rate of 77 cents per subscriber for cable and IPTV operators, and a 
48-cent-per-subscriber fee for DBS companies. 
 
The per-sub fee for cable and IPTV operators in 2017 was 96 cents vs. 
38 cents for satellite TV companies. Broadcasting & Cable was the first 
to report on the FCC’s newly proposed fee structure. The fee change is 
part of a multiyear effort by the FCC to establish parity between cable 
and satellite operator fee rates. “When we adopted this regulatory fee 
subcategory for DBS, we observed that numerous regulatory 
developments had increased the Media Bureau [full time employee] 
activity involving regulation and oversight of multichannel video 
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programming distributors (MVPDs), including DBS providers,” the FCC 
said in a 2016 statement announcing the plan.   
 
In its proposal, the commission is also seeking comment on changing 
in 2019 the way it calculates fees for broadcast stations. The FCC is 
considering a movement away from measuring fees by designated 
marketing area (DMA) to the population covered by a station’s reach. – 
Fierce Cable  
______________________________________________________ 
Internet use by Americans increased in 2017, fueled by a rise among 
people with lower incomes, a government report viewed on 
Wednesday by Reuters found. 
 
The National Telecommunications and Information Administration 
(NTIA) also reported that for the first time tablets were more popular 
than desktop computers, and that more households had a mobile data 
plan than wired broadband service. The results were to be publicly 
released later on Wednesday. The survey results demonstrate the 
growing importance of the internet in everyday communication as the 
way consumers access content changes. Among Americans living in 
households with family incomes below $25,000 per year, the survey 
found internet use increased to 62 percent in 2017 from 57 percent in 
2015, while households earning $100,000 or more showed no change 
at 86 percent.  
 
The gain of 13.5 million users was "driven by increased adoption 
among low-income families, seniors, African Americans, Hispanics, 
and other groups that have been less likely to go online," the agency 
said. 
David Redl, who heads NTIA, said in a statement that "while the trend 
is encouraging, low-income Americans are still significantly less likely 
to go online."  
 
The survey of Americans aged three and older conducted for the 
agency by the U.S. Census Bureau found that 78 percent used the 
internet in November 2017, up from 75 percent in July 2015, when the 
previous survey was conducted. It found that in 2017, 64 percent of 
Americans used a smartphone, compared with 53 percent in 2015, and 
tablet use increased to 32 percent from 29 percent in 2015. At the 
same time, desktop computer use fell to 30 percent in 2017 from 34 
percent in 2015. Laptop use by Americans was unchanged at 46 
percent, while those with Smart TV and TV-connected devices jumped 
to 34 percent in 2017 from 27 percent in 2015. 
 
The survey involved 123,000 people in more than 52,000 U.S. 
households. It was the largest U.S. survey of computer and 
telecommunications use, the agency said. The report found senior 
citizens have increased their internet usage since the last survey to 63 
percent, up from 56 percent in 2015. Among Hispanics, 72 percent 
used the internet in 2017, up from 66 percent in 2015, the survey 
found. Federal Communications Commission chairman Ajit Pai has 
made "bridging the digital divide" a key focus. The FCC has said that 
97 percent of Americans in urban areas have access to high-speed 
fixed service, while only 65 percent of Americans in rural areas have 
such access. – Reuters   

 



 

   

 

  

 


