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A Republican on the Federal Communications Commission who broke 
federal law by publicly advocating for the re-election of President 
Donald Trump privately slammed the Trump administration’s 
competence over a proposal to nationalize the country’s 5G wireless 
network. “That is the dumbest idea I’ve ever heard,” Mike O’Rielly 
wrote to a telecom attorney in a Jan. 28 email obtained by POLITICO 
through a Freedom of Information Act request. He added: “The ability 
of an administration, especially this one, to carry it out is near zero.” 
 
The blunt email contrasts with O’Rielly’s public show of support for the 
Trump administration less than a month later at the Conservative 
Political Action Conference on Feb. 23. When asked at CPAC about 
the potential for a future FCC to bring back the recently repealed net 
neutrality rules, O’Rielly said, “What we can do is make sure as 
conservatives that we elect good people to both the House, the Senate 
and make sure that President Trump gets reelected." 
 
That statement earned a rebuke from the Office of Special Counsel, 
saying O'Rielly violated the Hatch Act, which prohibits federal officials 
from engaging in partisan advocacy. OSC issued a warning letter but 
cautioned O'Rielly that further violations could subject him to penalties 
ranging up to removal from office. The conflicting responses by 
O'Rielly to the Trump White House highlight the bind faced by many 
Republicans in Washington as they seek to endorse the 
administration's policies in line with traditional GOP thinking while 
expressing alarm at some of its more populist and nationalist impulses.  
 
O'Rielly, in a statement, sought to disconnect his pro-Trump comments 
at CPAC from his reaction to the 5G proposal, saying the two issues 
are "apples and oranges." And he stood by his stance on the 5G 
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concept. "Any plan to nationalize 5G would be a tremendous error and 
an executable nightmare, especially for this administration which has 
faced inordinate obstacles and opposition," he said. When news 
emerged in January of the proposal floated in the National Security 
Council to have the government build and run the country's next-
generation 5G network, rather than leaving the job to wireless 
companies, O'Rielly was not alone in criticizing the concept. 
 
First reported by Axios, the idea was proposed by an NSC official who 
said the government could advance 5G just as it built a national 
highway system in the 1950s. It was prompted by concerns that China 
could win the race to develop 5G as well as pose a cybersecurity 
threat to U.S. wireless networks. The plan, however, drew immediate 
and fierce pushback in Washington. All five FCC commissioners as 
well as lawmakers from both parties and wireless industry groups 
criticized the proposal as unworkable.  
 
O’Rielly didn’t mince words in a public statement to reporters at the 
time, calling the idea “nonsensical,” and saying, “I’ve seen lead 
balloons tried in D.C. before but this is like a balloon made out of a 
Ford Pinto.” But the Republican went further in an email to David 
Gross, an attorney at the law firm Wiley Rein, calling it the "dumbest 
idea" and expressing skepticism about the ability of the Trump 
administration to even carry it out. Gross had shared a copy of the 
Axios article with O’Rielly and the FCC's two other GOP members, 
Chairman Ajit Pai and Commissioner Brendan Carr, the records show. 
 
It's unclear how Pai and Carr responded to the email. The FCC 
redacted many of the messages it released in the 153-page response 
to POLITICO's FOIA request for records related to the national 5G 
proposal, frequently citing an exemption meant to protect internal 
deliberations among staff. The agency also withheld emails and 
briefing sheets exchanged among officials at the White House and the 
FCC and other federal agencies about the matter. The FCC said the 
emails would “publicly disclose information about national 
cybersecurity matters and matters related to how the FCC protects the 
security of its information assets.” – Politico  
______________________________________________________ 
British culture minister Matt Hancock opened the door on Tuesday 
for Rupert Murdoch’s 21st Century Fox to buy full control of the Sky PLC 
satellite-TV service for $26.5 billion — ending about 18 months of 
regulatory uncertainty. But it’s not a done deal.  
 
Sky must first divest itself of Sky News to curb Murdoch’s pervasive 
influence in the U.K. journalism world through his News Corp., which 
owns the Times and Sun newspapers. And the Sky board also must 
consider a competing $31 billion for its television service from Comcast 
Corp., which would like to rip Sky out of Murdoch’s hands.  
 
The Sky deal is one part of a complex global bid for Fox entertainment 
and international assets between Comcast and the Walt Disney Co. that 

could radically reshape the legacy media and entertainment 

industries. Comcast CEO Brian Roberts and Disney CEO Bob Iger 
each wants to grab the Fox entertainment assets to gain scale and 
compete with the popular Netflix, which streams movies and more 
entertainment over the internet. Sky has 22.5 million subscribers in the 
U.K., Ireland, Italy, Germany, and Austria, along with 31,000 
employees.  
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Comcast had no comment on Tuesday. But Hancock’s decision slightly 
improves the Philadelphia company’s chances of beating out Fox for 
Sky because of the added regulatory hurdle of selling Sky News. 
Hancock, a conservative U.K. minister for culture, media, and sport, 
has said previously that it was OK for Comcast to buy Sky but without 
any stipulation of selling Sky News. Comcast said in April, as part of its 
offer for Sky News, that it would not purchase a U.K. newspaper for 
five years. It would maintain Sky News’ budget for 10 years, and 
establish a board to ensure Sky News editorial independence. 
 
Meanwhile, Fox said in a statement Tuesday that “we are confident 
that we will reach a final decision clearing our transaction” for Sky. Fox 
already owns 39 percent of Sky but would like to own it outright. Fox 
proposed buying the 61 percent of Sky it did not already own in 
December 2016, but the deal was held up by regulatory 
concerns. Disney has said it would acquire Sky News if U.K. regulators 
required its divestiture. 
 
The Labour deputy leader, Tom Watson, said in the Guardian 

newspaper on Tuesday that Sky News has “always been a beacon for 
independent and rigorous journalism” and said his priority would be 
“ensuring Sky News thrives going forward.” Watson warned that if Sky 
News is sold to Disney, the 24-hour news channel would be “isolated 
from Sky and owned by a foreign company with few news interests in 
the U.K.” The same could be said if Comcast buys Sky News. – 
Philadelphia Inquirer; more from New York Times  
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