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Reply comments came pouring in to the FCC’s net neutrality docket this week 
with folks arguing on both sides whether the 2017 Restoring Internet Freedom 
Order has affected public safety. 
 
ACA Connects said virtually all broadband providers have experienced no 
impact to their pole attachment rights as a result of the FCC order because 
they tend to commingle broadband with either or both a cable or telecom 
service over the same network. It added that while returning to Title II 
regulations would offer pole attachment rights to broadband-only providers, it 
would dampen broadband investment incentives to a degree that would far 
outweigh that gain. 
 
NCTA also believes pole attachment talks have not been negatively affected 
by the order and fought back against claims made by Google Fiber that the 
FCC’s Restoring Internet Freedom order impeded its access to protections 
under the Pole Attachment Act. “Google Fiber hypothesizes that barriers to 
broadband-only pole attachments could arise under the current regulatory 
regime, but it notably does not claim to have had any actual difficulty in 
accessing poles as a result of the RIF Order,” NCTA wrote. “And in any event, 
Google has long been able to avail itself of pole attachment rights under 
Section 224, since, as NCTA has explained previously, Google Fiber’s video 
offering is properly classified as a Title VI cable service.” 
 
On the public safety front, USTelecom chimed in to point out that public safety 
entities should not be directly impacted by the FCC’s order because they do 
not typically subscribe to mass-market broadband. While there are some public 
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safety personnel like volunteers and those working remotely that sometimes 
perform their duties on mass-market broadband, USTelecom says there is no 
evidence that those end users have experienced any harm from conduct that 
would have been proscribed by the Title II Order. “Some commenters, 
desperate to manufacture some evidence of harm, continue to point to an 
issue experienced by the Santa Clara Fire Department during California 
wildfires in 2018. 
 
But… the plans at issue did not involve broadband that was covered by the 
Title II Order, would have been wholly permissible if the plans were covered by 
the Title II Order, and, regardless, market forces led to a swift resolution of the 
issue,” USTelecom said. – Cablefax  
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Facebook boss Mark Zuckerberg said Thursday that the social media giant will 
immediately step up hiring in Philadelphia and three other cities to tap new 
engineering and operating staff away from its crowded Menlo Park 
headquarters in northern California. The first hires will be for experienced 
engineers by July 1, Lori Matloff Goler, Facebook’s staff acquisition chief, 
added in a Facebook post.  
 
The company plans to “immediately tap into talent pools in places like 
Portland, San Diego, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh,” and later in Atlanta, Dallas 
and Denver, Zuckerberg said in a video message to employees that was 
livestreamed on his personal page. 
 
Many more of Facebook 45,000 employees — perhalf half — will also be 
allowed to work remotely on a permanent basis, he told the workers. Earlier 
this year, the company told staff and contractors they can work from home until 
the end of this year, part of the company’s compliance with anti-coronavirus 
shutdown orders in California and other states. In the video, Zuckerberg said 
the move to step up at-home labor was intended to slow down the rate at 
which Facebook employees have been quitting. Many in the San Francisco-
San Jose area, including Menlo Park, have complained that the rapid growth of 
Facebook and high salaries paid by it and other software giants, combined with 
local government policies that slow new development, have driven housing 
and other costs to unaffordable highs in the region. 
 
Similarly, some officials in Philadelphia and other cities warned, when Amazon 
was considering whether to build a locate a second headquarters, that its rapid 
hiring could inflate housing costs. Such hiring, analysts said, might also drive 
up pay for engineers at Comcast, administrators at the University of 
Pennsylvania, and selected employees at other large employers. 
 
In his remarks, Zuckenberg said a move away from tech hubs would help 
Facebook to diversity its workforce. But Facebook plans to spread the impact 
over a large area. The company will focus on hiring people within a “4-hour 
radius” of Philadelphia and the other selected cities, Zuckerberg said. A “4-
hour radius” of Philly, of course, would include most of the New York and 
Washington metro areas. The company’s website currently makes no mention 
of any jobs openings in Philadelphia. By contrast, Facebook lists 214 jobs 
openings at its offices in New York, 79 in Washington, D.C., and 23 in 
Pittsburgh. – Philadelphia Inquirer  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Comcast says it remains "fully committed" to advancing its Full Duplex 
DOCSIS (FDX) initiative even as the cable operator has been impelled to 
funnel and reprioritize a portion of its engineering resources toward more 
pressing needs during the pandemic. "Our engineering teams have been laser 
focused on ensuring that our network continues to deliver exemplary 
performance to our customers even under the unprecedented demand we're 
seeing as a result of COVID-19," a Comcast spokesperson said in response to 
questions about the operator's near-term plans and commitments for FDX. 
"Still, we remain fully committed to advancing Full-Duplex DOCSIS, as we 
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continue to work with a broad global ecosystem of technology partners on the 
development of next generation 10G technology." 
 
Comcast confirmed its commitment to FDX amid industry chatter that the cable 
op has moved to temporarily reassess its engineering priorities to help deal 
with a surge in traffic on its residential cable network as millions of consumers 
worked and schooled from home amid lockdown orders. Peak demand on 
hybrid fiber/coax (HFC) networks in the US started to spike in early March, but 
has been leveling off in recent weeks, according to the NCTA's COVID-19 
Dashboard, which tracks and tabulates data supplied by a handful of cable 
operators, including Comcast.  
 
But the initial demand that was placed on Comcast's cable networks in early 
March caused a temporary "tapping of the brakes" on FDX, an industry source 
familiar with the situation said. "They can't do everything at once." Thus far, 
Comcast appears to be the primary champion of FDX, a technology that 
enables downstream and upstream traffic to occupy the same block of 
spectrum while also pushing fiber deeper into the network and eliminating the 
need to place amplifiers between the node and the home. Most other operators 
appear far more interested in Extended Spectrum DOCSIS (ESD), an 
approach that will continue to keep upstream and downstream data traffic 
separate while also raising the spectrum ceiling to 1.2GHz or 1.8GHz. Cable 
enginneers have already begun to explore how to extend spectrum to 3GHz on 
HFC. 
 
FDX and ESD are both supported in the new DOCSIS 4.0 specs (FDX is also 
an official extension to DOCSIS 3.1), but engineers in favor of ESD view it as a 
less expensive and less complicated option. It's also not clear yet whether 
Comcast's commitment to FDX ultimately will encompass its entire cable 
network or be relegated to a portion of it. Another question hanging over FDX 
is how a temporary shift in Comcast's near-term network priorities might ripple 
into the vendor community. 
 
Comcast hasn't announced the full set of companies that are working on its 
FDX project, but multiple sources say Intel Corp. is among those closely 
involved. According to the sources, Intel has been working with Capacicom, an 
Israel-based startup, to help develop software for remote PHY/remote 
MACPHY chips. According to a person familiar with the work that Intel and 
Capacicom have underway, they've been developing an initial FPGA (field-
programmable gate array) for FDX-capable remote PHY devices and exploring 
plans to develop second-gen ASICs. Per this  web page, Capacicom is also a 
partner of Analog Devices, a maker of amplifiers and other cable network 
products. – LightReading  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Bankers say AT&T needs to sell DIRECTV due to the Coronavirus outbreak 
and accumulating company debt, according to a Fox Business report. The 
report does not name the bankers, nor say how many are offering this opinion. 
It also does not say if the bankers are communicating this position with AT&T, 
or if AT&T is accepting the verdict that it’s time to unload the nation’s top 
satellite TV service. “I don’t know if AT&T will go for it, but they may not have 
much choice,” Fox Business’ Charlie Gasparino said in his report. “AT&T is 
coming under tremendous shareholder pressure to cut costs…They have a 
very underperforming asset known as DIRECTV that’s losing subscribers left 
and right. They have to figure out a way to get it off its balance sheet.” 
 
DIRECTV has lost roughly five million subscribers since AT&T purchased it for 
$49 billion in 2015. The satcaster’s fortunes have become more bleak since 
the Coronavirus lockdown with AT&T reporting that DIRECTV and U-verse 
combined to lose 897,000 subscribers in the first quarter. Dish, DIRECTV’s 
longtime satellite rival, would be a likely candidate to buy or merge with the 
satcaster. Charlie Ergen, Dish’s chairman, said earlier this year that a merger 
between the two satellite TV services is “inevitable.” 
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While Dish has also been losing subscribers over the last two years, the 
merger would give it more than 25 million pay TV subscribers in total. That 
would give Dish unique leverage in the marketplace to cut programming costs 
and other expenses. Dish and DIRECTV tried to merge nearly 20 years ago, 
but the FCC nixed the deal on grounds that it would be anti-consumer. 
However, the video category has become more diverse since with the 
explosion of streaming. 
 
Gasparino said the bankers believe a private equity firm, such as Apollo Global 
Management, could also play a role in bringing a DIRECTV-Dish deal 
together. The Fox Business correspondent says AT&T, Apollo and Dish 
refused to comment on his report. – TV Answer Man  
______________________________________________________________ 
  
Call it the Bernie Bump. 
 
Clout wondered if an endorsement from U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders, the 
independent socialist from Vermont who ended his Democratic bid for 
president last month, could create a fundraising windfall in a Philadelphia race 
for the state Senate. It did for  Nikil Saval , the community organizer, writer, 
and ward leader trying to unseat Sen. Larry Farnese  in the Democratic 
primary for the 1st Senate District.  
 
The Sanders endorsement brought in $11,286 from 2,477 donors from “every 
single state," according to Amanda McIllmurray, Saval’s campaign manager. 
She and Saval worked on Sanders’ 2016 presidential campaign and 
then helped start Reclaim Philadelphia. Saval had been raising about $10,000 
per week just before the endorsement. Sanders listed Saval among nine 
candidates for state legislatures in a May 11 email to his vast list of fervent, 
small-dollar donors.  
 
He noted that “state legislatures have a tremendous influence over our daily 
lives” and said the nine "progressive candidates will represent our movement 
at the state level. Last week, when he got the Bernie bonanza, Saval said he 
raised a total of $46,510, with the Laborers District Council kicking in $10,000 
and national progressive groups also contributing. A new round of campaign 
finance reports is due Friday. But Farnese, who picked up an endorsement 
Thursday from Gov. Tom Wolf, clearly has money to spend. He has invested 
$180,380, about $36,000 per week, into campaign commercials airing on cable 
television.  
 
That’s a change for the three-term senator, who hasn’t faced a significant 
challenge since he was first elected in 2008. The district stretches south from 
Port Richmond, covering Center City, and South Philadelphia. The winner of 
the June 2 Democratic primary should do well Nov. 3, with no Republican on 
the ballot.  
 
A poll released Thursday by Restoration PAC, an independent expenditure 
group funded by one of the biggest spenders in conservative politics, claimed 
President Donald Trump has “surged to a lead in Pennsylvania” over former 
Vice President Joe Biden. The poll showed Trump up 50.2% to Biden’s 45.5%. 
Restoration PAC suggested those results reflect “some backlash” in the state 
“against the virus shutdown orders."  
 
However, an average of polls compiled by the website Real Clear Politics 
shows Biden leading Trump in Pennsylvania by 6.5%. What gives? Clout dug 
into the poll’s cross-tabs to find out. Guess what we found? Restoration PAC’s 
statewide poll of 598 likely voters interviewed from May 1 to 13 broke down by 
party this way: 43.2% Republicans, 36.7% Democrats and 20.1% 
independents or smaller political parties. See the problem?  
 
The most recent voter registration data from the state, updated Monday, shows 
the breakdown as 47.6% Democratic, 38.2% Republicans and 14.2% 
independents or smaller political parties. So Restoration PAC under-sampled 
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Democratic voters across the state by nearly 11% and over-sampled 
Republicans by 5%. Pollster Glenn Hodas said his team aimed to contact 600 
voters, waiting until the end of the poll to ask about party registration. He said 
weighting the poll to match party registration in the state would “skew” the 
results since people migrate between parties over time. He also suggested, 
without offering evidence, that some Democrats might have misidentified 
themselves in the poll. “It’s just an idea,” Hodas added.  
 
The pollster also found Trump trailing Biden in two other key swing-states, 
Michigan and Wisconsin. Restoration PAC is funded by Richard Uihlein, an 
Illinois shipping-supplies billionaire, who has given the group $4.5 million in the 
last 15 months. Open Secrets, a project from the Center For Responsive 
Politics, ranks Uihlein as the second-largest individual donor funding outside 
political groups, with more than $25 million sunk into the 2020 election cycle. 
– Chris Brennan’s “Clout” column in Philadelphia Daily News  
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