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The British government intends to allow Comcast Corp.'s $30-billion 
bid for Sky Plc to move ahead, a boost for the U.S. cable giant as it 
vies with 21st Century Fox Inc. for Britain's largest pay-TV 
company. Comcast's offer for Sky doesn't trigger public-interest 
concerns that would meet the threshold for intervention, Culture 
Secretary Matt Hancock said in a statement. 
 
Attention now shifts back to Rupert Murdoch's Fox. Hancock is due to 
make a decision by June 13 on whether to clear Fox's offer for the 61% 
of Sky that Fox doesn't already own. Sky's shares have traded 
consistently above Comcast's February offer, as investors expect Fox 
to increase its own bid from December 2016, intensifying a bidding 
war. If Hancock blocks Fox's proposed takeover, then Walt Disney Co. 
— which announced a deal in December to buy the bulk of Fox's 
assets, including its Sky stake — could choose to make its own bid for 
the pay-TV company. Fox has faced extensive regulatory review in 
Britain over concerns that the Sky takeover would give Murdoch too 
much media influence, given his ownership of several newspapers in 
the country. Representatives for Comcast and Fox didn't immediately 
respond to requests for comment. Sky acknowledged the decision in a 
statement and declined to comment further. 
 
Fox Chief Executive James Murdoch said this month that Fox was 
"considering its options" regarding a revised bid for Sky, with an 
announcement to be made "in due course." He said he expected 
Comcast to face a "robust" regulatory review in Britain, while a series 
of lawmakers also called for an investigation of Comcast's 
offer. Hancock's intention not to send Comcast's Sky bid for review, 
however, is "perfectly rational," said Steven Barnett, a professor of 
communications at the University of Westminster. "Given that there are 
no newspaper holdings at all for Comcast, it always seemed unlikely 
there would be any public interest issue," he said. Hancock has invited 
interested parties to give feedback on his intention by Thursday 
regarding his decision on Comcast's bid, after which he will come to a 
final ruling. – Los Angeles Times 
___________________________________________________ 
As mid-term elections get underway and lawmakers in Washington 
contemplate new rules to regulate political advertising online, the 
digital advertising industry is attempting to beat them to the punch. 
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The Digital Advertising Alliance, an organization that establishes and 
enforces guidelines across social media companies, consumer brands, 
advertising organizations and publishing outlets, on Tuesday 
announced a series of new rules aimed at making digital political ads 
more transparent. The guidance requires advertisers to provide 
consumers with a link to a searchable database with more information 
about who placed the ad, their spending and contributions, and how 
the advertiser can be reached, among other things.  
 
The disclosures apply to ads “that expressly advocate the election or 
defeat of a candidate for federal office and in certain state-wide 
elections,” according to the Digital Advertising Alliance. The new 
guidelines come as political advertising online is being subjected to 
heightened scrutiny from legislators and federal regulators. In the last 
year, Facebook , Twitter and Alphabet Inc.’s Google all revealed that 
Russian operatives use their advertising services in an attempt to 
influence the 2016 presidential election.  
 
Those revelations spurred lawmakers to propose legislation that would 
require greater transparency for political ads aimed at consumers 
online. More broadly, non-political marketers and advertising platforms 
have a vested interest in cleaning up the digital ad ecosystem and 
making it more transparent, particularly as brand-safety concerns 
continue to crop up. Advertisers have threatened to curtail spending 
over concerns their messages are appearing alongside misleading 
political messages and violent or racist content. “The more that we can 
give consumers transparency, the better that ecosystem is for all the 
brands that use advertising,” said Lou Mastria, the executive director of 
the Digital Advertising Alliance. 
 
Facebook itself has announced plans to disclose additional information 
about the political ads purchased on its platform, a move that has 
rankled some publishers who are concerned that the social media 
giant’s guidelines are overbroad. Facebook’s guidelines will categorize 
ad spending on topics such as U.S. poverty, immigration and terrorism 
as political advertisements. Facebook participates in the Digital 
Advertising Alliance. 
 
The centerpiece of the new initiative from the Digital Advertising 
Alliance is an icon, called “PoliticalAd,” that will be displayed on 
political advertisements and direct consumers to additional information 
about the advertiser. It is similar in size and appearance to the 
“AdChoices” logo, also developed by the group, which provides 
consumers with context about various advertisers. 
 
Violations of the new guidelines will be watchdogged by a group within 
the Council of Better Business Bureaus and the Data and Marketing 
Association, which can flag offenders and refer problems to the 
Federal Election Commission. The Digital Advertising Alliance was 
launched in 2010 to provide greater transparency related to online ads 
based on consumer activity. The alliance is managed by a consortium 
of trade groups, including the 4A’s, Association of National Advertisers 
and the Interactive Advertising Bureau. – Wall Street Journal  
___________________________________________________ 
Former U.S. Rep. Charlie Dent will begin to appear on CNN on 
Monday not just as a talking head, but as a member of the network 
staff. Dent, a 57-year-old Allentown native who officially resigned from 

Congress a little more than a week ago, has been hired by CNN as a 
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political commentator. He will make his first appearance in his new role 
on Erin Burnett OutFront at 7 p.m. Monday, based out of 
Pennsylvania.  
 
Dent, the former co-chairman of the moderate Republican Tuesday 
Group, who had represented Pennsylvania’s 15th Congressional 
District since 2005, has been a highly sought-after pundit over the last 
year for his willingness to criticize President Trump and his 
administration from the right. Dent previously told my colleague 

Jonathan Tamari he was pursuing multiple job opportunities in the 
private sector, and didn’t rule out lobbying. “Nothing is final yet, I’m still 
working on it. But it just seemed like the right time for personal 
reasons, and I hope to be able to deal with my future when I’m out of 
Congress,” Dent said in April. 
 
Dent’s hiring seems to buck a recent trend at CNN of hiring 
conservative contributors who defend Trump. CNN chief executive 

Jeffrey Zucker boasted to the New York Times last year that his group 
of about 12 pro-Trump panelists were “characters in a drama” intended 
on hitting a viral nerve that could be debated and shared throughout 
the day. 
 
Earlier this month, Dent was among the few Republicans calling for 

congressional hearings in light of conflicting statements about a 
$130,000 payout to porn star Stormy Daniels to silence allegations of 
an affair with Trump. “If a Democratic president had paid off a porn star 
to keep quiet while he was president, I suspect we’d have oversight 
hearings, and I suspect there probably should be some oversight 
hearings to get to the bottom of that,” Dent said on CNN Newsroom. “If 
a Democratic president had done this, we’d be waving a bloody shirt 
right now.”  
 
CNN has turned to Pennsylvania in recent years to find political 
analysts. Former Sen. Rick Santorum, also a Republican from 
Pennsylvania, is a commentator on the network. He most recently 
gained attention for his commentary when he suggested teenagers 
who marched in Philadelphia, Washington, and other cities in support 
of stricter gun-control laws should learn CPR instead. Another 
Pennsylvania native, political strategist and former Reagan White 
House staffer Jeffrey Lord, was fired last August after using a Nazi 

reference in a tweet directed at the president of the liberal media 
watchdog group Media Matters. Former Philadelphia Mayor Michael 

Nutter and former Police Commissioner Charles H. Ramsey have also 
recently worked as commentators for CNN. – Philadelphia Inquirer 
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