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there, free. 
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‘I’ll be here a lot,’ 
Trump says of 
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GOP district  
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Vote, if only because 
the powers that be 

On Monday, the $26 billion combination of T-Mobile and Sprint 
cleared one of its two federal hurdles to approval. Federal 
Commissions Chairman Ajit Pai said he would back the deal after the 
companies agreed to a package of concessions. That doesn’t mean 
the merger is a done deal, but it does move the companies 
meaningfully closer. The 19% spike in Sprint’s share price might not 
be the best way to gauge Monday’s news, though.  
 
The companies got FCC approval by agreeing that they would 
provide 5G service covering 75% of the U.S. population within three 
years and build 5G infrastructure. They also agreed to sell Sprint’s 
Boost brand, a prepaid cellphone service with millions of customers. 
If they fail to meet those targets, the firms can face financial 
penalties. 
 
The larger question, though, is whether these concessions will make 
any difference to the Justice Department, which has warned that the 
merger could “significantly diminish competition.” The rationale that a 
merger will advance the rollout of 5G holds little relevance to U.S. 
antitrust law, and last month, the department told the companies that 
their deal was unlikely to get approved. Critics of the deal maintain 
that getting 5G technology doesn’t justify concentrating the market 
and that the combination may only lead to higher prices and reduced 
quality.  
 
Historically, however, the FCC has been aligned with the Justice 
Department in blocking deals. If the department now chooses to 
challenge the T-Mobile-Sprint deal anyway, Justice will lose some 
leverage. Without the FCC’s support, the spotlight will be entirely on 
Makan Delrahim, the Justice antitrust division chief. He will have to 
make sure the department’s case is airtight if he is going to risk 
blocking T-Mobile-Sprint, says Ketan Jhaveri, a former antitrust 
attorney with the Justice Department. Of course, that doesn’t mean 
that Mr. Delrahim won’t do so. 
 
The reaction in Sprint’s share price also needs to be viewed in 
context. Short interest was around 14.7% of the float Monday, 
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don’t really want you 
to 
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Charlie Gerow op-ed: 
As Democrats line up, 
Pennsylvania is at 
center stage in 2020 
Presidential race 
  
Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette 
Editorial: Safety at the 
polls – Election 
security must be 
ensured at all levels 

 

Tuesday is Primary 
Election day in 
Pennsylvania. Pools 
are open until 8:00 
p.m.  
To find out if you’re 
registered and in 
what party, click 
here. If you're 
registered, find your 
designated polling 
place here  and look 
up your sample 
ballot here.  
For answers to other 
voting questions, 
visit the 
Pennsylvania 
Department of 
State's website.  

 

according to FactSet, and there is a good deal of skepticism around 
the company’s ability to survive independently. That the stock 
popped on the news of FCC approval isn’t surprising, but it probably 
exaggerates the shift in probability from the FCC decision alone. 
Investors shouldn’t get ahead of themselves; a successful deal is far 
from a foregone conclusion. – Wall Street Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
“Democracy must be something more than two wolves and a sheep 
voting on what to have for dinner.” – James Bovard, American 
libertarian author 
 
The political circus is enthusiastically warming up in the next ring for 
the 2020 national elections — in which Pennsylvania already is a key 
performer. In all the noise it will be easy for voters to overlook 
Tuesday’s local primary. Sadly, many will. 
 
Consider this a vigorous finger wag from the ghost of your high 
school civics teacher: Don’t ignore it. You’ve been taught better than 
that. 
 
For a moment, imagine you’re still in class and must complete the 
sentence, “To me, voting is or means (blank).” What would you say? 
How about: 

• Voting is an act of hope. It might be the hope that you’ll help 
elect a specific candidate or candidates. But in the current 
climate, it’s more than that. Voting thoughtfully and hopefully 
says that we and our fellow voters are better than the anger, 
fear, ignorance, meanness and smallness we’re deluged with 
daily by powerful forces and interests whose ends (and 
wallets) are served by whipping up hysteria. Voting is an act 
of hope that things still can be better, and we can be better. 

• Voting is an act of resistance. Many people who don’t vote like 
to say they are resisting a corrupt system by refusing to 
participate in it. But when you don’t vote, someone still 
benefits (most likely, it’s not you) — and you’re still choosing 
that result. Voting is the way to actively choose what you 
want, and resist what you don’t want. (If there aren’t any 
candidates listed for the local offices on your ballot Tuesday, 
feel free to write in your own name. How’s that for taking back 
your government?) 

• Voting expresses the belief that as flawed and dysfunctional 
as our system currently may be, it’s still the best one around 
and you’re not going to simply hand it over to foreign trolls and 
other self-interested manipulators without a fight. 

• Voting is an expression of your values — the things that 
matter most to you. Specifically, that means that if voting this 
Tuesday doesn’t matter to you, then your family, neighbors, 
community, schools, and ultimately your country don’t matter 
— because that’s what Tuesday’s election is about. On the 
contrary, voting Tuesday says you value the concept and 
practice of community and civic debate, and also value your 
neighbors who have stepped up to serve you.  

 
Ultimately, voting is an assertion and affirmation that you matter. If 
you don’t believe and act as though you’re important through voting, 
don’t expect your government to treat you as though you 
are. Municipal elections are your best chance to have a direct impact 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLoWr2Waesq1STROcgznTu7QLAbjMb9dSKFFfKU8Msx5z-MEk9HRA1Ucgzb21dCFmi2iZwr5FVAVjkbs9mUTIEOpobhggVmHZ-wXoDWDci0hzr2RmMtDrmICiyZSwin8Ha7OnPhClsCXpHhedcV8nmtJ--giDHNzgbrTm5vlMFPhgr81IJkJS-w-Q==&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLoWr2Waesq1STROcgznTu7QLAbjMb9dSKFFfKU8Msx5z-MEk9HRA1Ucgzb21dCFmi2iZwr5FVAVjkbs9mUTIEOpobhggVmHZ-wXoDWDci0hzr2RmMtDrmICiyZSwin8Ha7OnPhClsCXpHhedcV8nmtJ--giDHNzgbrTm5vlMFPhgr81IJkJS-w-Q==&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLoQEw06ejhTnelNrjwtmHRkI7hrf8ooR6ljUq8TQp2Wi2Nd4m90gAg_J-LqaLcCyvyLeXYFepOlzrvVpdsLvYlTQnorlEI-WhTpLctXOLMAzQR5yLSj-O2abbT_4U2DLXLWRST1tg_gfUeKPfLYYLbCcqbP-_NjOVBMChPTNXlFRsbi1xiBHZt8MrK3biFhmBmwWag8foRQ7oqmlETafR0hEKUUFZy9Zij9o3kiljudmc=&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLoQEw06ejhTnelNrjwtmHRkI7hrf8ooR6ljUq8TQp2Wi2Nd4m90gAg_J-LqaLcCyvyLeXYFepOlzrvVpdsLvYlTQnorlEI-WhTpLctXOLMAzQR5yLSj-O2abbT_4U2DLXLWRST1tg_gfUeKPfLYYLbCcqbP-_NjOVBMChPTNXlFRsbi1xiBHZt8MrK3biFhmBmwWag8foRQ7oqmlETafR0hEKUUFZy9Zij9o3kiljudmc=&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLoQEw06ejhTnelNrjwtmHRkI7hrf8ooR6ljUq8TQp2Wi2Nd4m90gAg_J-LqaLcCyvyLeXYFepOlzrvVpdsLvYlTQnorlEI-WhTpLctXOLMAzQR5yLSj-O2abbT_4U2DLXLWRST1tg_gfUeKPfLYYLbCcqbP-_NjOVBMChPTNXlFRsbi1xiBHZt8MrK3biFhmBmwWag8foRQ7oqmlETafR0hEKUUFZy9Zij9o3kiljudmc=&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLoQEw06ejhTnelNrjwtmHRkI7hrf8ooR6ljUq8TQp2Wi2Nd4m90gAg_J-LqaLcCyvyLeXYFepOlzrvVpdsLvYlTQnorlEI-WhTpLctXOLMAzQR5yLSj-O2abbT_4U2DLXLWRST1tg_gfUeKPfLYYLbCcqbP-_NjOVBMChPTNXlFRsbi1xiBHZt8MrK3biFhmBmwWag8foRQ7oqmlETafR0hEKUUFZy9Zij9o3kiljudmc=&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLoQEw06ejhTnelNrjwtmHRkI7hrf8ooR6ljUq8TQp2Wi2Nd4m90gAg_J-LqaLcCyvyLeXYFepOlzrvVpdsLvYlTQnorlEI-WhTpLctXOLMAzQR5yLSj-O2abbT_4U2DLXLWRST1tg_gfUeKPfLYYLbCcqbP-_NjOVBMChPTNXlFRsbi1xiBHZt8MrK3biFhmBmwWag8foRQ7oqmlETafR0hEKUUFZy9Zij9o3kiljudmc=&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLo5tc3SlEB0TDoXEp1XKXEBmLrum8V3CGBiRwM10FMdJBZ8H-XjsehcexpMOBI2m5yKGB8vmw_yE9i2AakHZw8rQBUa1QwCwOC9ALxiYr4ZOWX_5c1V3OJLxUKeX7kwN8D0mLRLYdlGLKUVlxlTRbaE2nQHWrn50uSht0TkRHOxB-wBw68lIC3wXW1NRBCqZ7vI1v2r4vDzMD7nnCLks9e8I8-imePEfWiW26eaQQ20sOufNg0ZwC9Vg==&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLo5tc3SlEB0TDoXEp1XKXEBmLrum8V3CGBiRwM10FMdJBZ8H-XjsehcexpMOBI2m5yKGB8vmw_yE9i2AakHZw8rQBUa1QwCwOC9ALxiYr4ZOWX_5c1V3OJLxUKeX7kwN8D0mLRLYdlGLKUVlxlTRbaE2nQHWrn50uSht0TkRHOxB-wBw68lIC3wXW1NRBCqZ7vI1v2r4vDzMD7nnCLks9e8I8-imePEfWiW26eaQQ20sOufNg0ZwC9Vg==&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLo5tc3SlEB0TDoXEp1XKXEBmLrum8V3CGBiRwM10FMdJBZ8H-XjsehcexpMOBI2m5yKGB8vmw_yE9i2AakHZw8rQBUa1QwCwOC9ALxiYr4ZOWX_5c1V3OJLxUKeX7kwN8D0mLRLYdlGLKUVlxlTRbaE2nQHWrn50uSht0TkRHOxB-wBw68lIC3wXW1NRBCqZ7vI1v2r4vDzMD7nnCLks9e8I8-imePEfWiW26eaQQ20sOufNg0ZwC9Vg==&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLo5tc3SlEB0TDoXEp1XKXEBmLrum8V3CGBiRwM10FMdJBZ8H-XjsehcexpMOBI2m5yKGB8vmw_yE9i2AakHZw8rQBUa1QwCwOC9ALxiYr4ZOWX_5c1V3OJLxUKeX7kwN8D0mLRLYdlGLKUVlxlTRbaE2nQHWrn50uSht0TkRHOxB-wBw68lIC3wXW1NRBCqZ7vI1v2r4vDzMD7nnCLks9e8I8-imePEfWiW26eaQQ20sOufNg0ZwC9Vg==&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49F0XrGQ94GP9G48dcoKAu__1VMnrRmglcNq2ijnNO817ElcIbJ0ZzS2m3AiiVULm2TQBRLcMdcmOjor78nLu69OK3rSPT4q8f6Cnu2mX5fFUWxht26mgDNUcmZttNQsaFgxSyp6HLx_AzA31Dxm-cn7fkhlN7fg99A==&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49F0XrGQ94GP9G48dcoKAu__1VMnrRmglcNq2ijnNO817ElcIbJ0ZzS2m3AiiVULm2TQBRLcMdcmOjor78nLu69OK3rSPT4q8f6Cnu2mX5fFUWxht26mgDNUcmZttNQsaFgxSyp6HLx_AzA31Dxm-cn7fkhlN7fg99A==&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLokr3R04uVuBsmuEe4iD_bHlQDLEvKGESSHD56uql6r7cbo9702fClWup-lzlBUgvdoXkQsbcJ5HDYuFp1aQJn3Zc--SvOEgBaiSeW7XtO_ySeJR77ipERapk39Z8Y2Q4-pQyvF62iqLE=&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLoPUd2Ry46-xz5OLicXmbCbNZPBypDg_UQBIDNcclaRUiL6fzPaTx-0jgPgPdHQPSFthUEKXAdVhVCOlgCwPHwbw==&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001i5ZfiW_d2TL09rtlVBPL69pKF6E6sIhbbQnjZT2W0pe6HyFU93_49Np9s-YTpaLowitBxr8jR8HY05zf9av8WhVRVpU133uAo92v6mhA9Ca-yKhHQgd9WLJ3ySMGVie8aQaaHT5EWRgcXQ1FztTvAyiVskl97i5APVzcOUlkoTQPCMbos6tccg==&c=xc_CWLZMfH9OsGkqMuoNBJFg-3WtJNDVQchAlZ4gTPTzoHqBfecHQQ==&ch=CrKhjmIwRnDMyJ46CCCBJCEDHRanr7iUFQp337PcL1Rrjon9F7Lvtw==


because the offices on Tuesday’s ballot — county commission, 
school board, city council, township supervisor, court and row offices 
— are the ones you’re closest to, and that affect your life most 
directly.  
 
If that doesn’t convince you, consider the fact that many people have 
died to give you the right to go to the polls to express yourself in a 
free democracy. Millions of people around the world continue to die 
for what too many us take for granted. You’ve got 13 hours on 
Tuesday between 7 a.m. and 8 p.m., to take participate in this 
democracy. What does voting mean to you? In a spirit of hope, 
resistance, affirmation, faith -- and to honor those who have suffered 
for freedom -- please vote. – Harrisburg Patriot-News editorial   

 

 

   

 

  

 


