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Atlantic Broadband, the nation’s eighth-largest cable operator, has announced 
that it will extend its support of the Federal Communications Commission’s 
(FCC) “Keep Americans Connected” pledge until June 30 to ensure that 
customers impacted by the COVID-19 outbreak will have access to vital 
services: 
– Atlantic Broadband will not terminate internet or phone service to any 
residential or small business customer that informs the company of their 
inability to pay due to circumstances resulting from the coronavirus pandemic. 
– Atlantic Broadband will waive late fees to any residential or small business 
customer that informs the company of their inability to pay due to 
circumstances resulting from the coronavirus pandemic. 
– Atlantic Broadband will continue to make its WiFi hotspots available free to 
the public. 
 
“We know how important internet and phone connectivity is at this time, as 
families continue to shelter in place, work from home, and engage in online 
instruction,” said Frank van der Post, President of Atlantic Broadband. “We will 
work with any affected customer who is experiencing economic hardship due 
to the COVID-19 situation to find ways to maintain their service, including 
flexible payment plans that will meet their particular needs.” 
 
Atlantic Broadband was included among the first group of service providers 
that committed to the FCC’s “Keep Americans Connected” initiative on March 
13. In addition to its pledge to keep customers connected who are 
experiencing economic hardship due to the crisis, it has introduced a low-cost 
“Internet Assist” service for homes and “Business Assist” for businesses that 
currently do not have internet service with Atlantic Broadband. 
 
For more information about Atlantic Broadband’s response to the COVID-19 
crisis, see  https://atlanticbb.com/keeping-customers-safe-and-connected-
covid-19. – ABB news release  
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According to a Comcast report of what subscribers are watching at home, we 
are consuming a lot of drama, news, comedy, recycled sports. In fact, an extra 
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8+ hours a week per household, a whole day’s worth. With its annual 
Watchathon week beginning May 11, look for some of those numbers to rise. 
Subscribers to Xfinity, Flex and Xfinity Stream can access more than 10,000 
series and movies across multiple platforms. 
 
Since early March, viewers have upped their overall viewership from 57 hours 
per week to 66, as well as a 35% increase in streaming and web consumption. 
Drama, which has always been a big draw, has increased by 3%, from 27 to 
30%. It’s closely followed by news. It’s no surprise that news consumption has 
skyrocketed, by 64%. And in a world that suddenly doesn’t have to wake up as 
early in the morning, late-night viewing between the hours of 11 p.m.-2 a.m. 
has increased by 40%. Conversely, 6 a.m.-8 a.m. viewership has slipped by 
6%. – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  
____________________________________________________________ 
  
Dish Network Corp.’s profit sank during the first quarter as hotels and airplanes 
emptied by the coronavirus crisis sapped its satellite-TV business. The 
company ended March with 413,000 fewer TV customers. That included a net 
loss of 132,000 satellite subscribers and 281,000 accounts on Sling TV, Dish’s 
online channel service.  
 
Dish blamed severe disruption among its hospitality, airline and other business 
customers for about 250,000 of those subscriber losses and said it provided 
relief for some commercial accounts that were no longer being viewed by 
customers. The company closed the first quarter with 11.3 million pay-TV 
subscribers. Rival satellite operator AT&T Inc., owner of DirecTV, lost more 
than one million U.S. pay-TV customers last quarter and ended March with 
about 19.4 million connections. 
 
Most of Dish’s profit drop came from charges it booked on an aborted wireless 
network plan, however, as the company retooled its strategy to build a more 
comprehensive cellular system. The Englewood, Colo., company last 
year agreed to buy assets spun off from the planned merger of T-Mobile 
US Inc. and Sprint Corp., to build a fourth nationwide cellphone carrier. The 
agreement forced Dish to scrap already-made plans to build a bare-bones 
network for business devices other than cellphones that would satisfy Federal 
Communications Commission requirements to use its wireless spectrum 
licenses.  
 
Dish agreed to buy Sprint’s Boost Mobile brand and customers as part of the 
arrangement. T-Mobile closed its takeover of Sprint on April 1. Dish said it has 
the cash needed to close its $1.4 billion purchase of the Boost Mobile accounts 
but is waiting for T-Mobile to prepare its network for a smooth handover, 
allowing the sale to close at the beginning of a month for reporting purposes. 
The company said the deal could close as soon as June 1 or July 1, depending 
on how long the preparations take. 
 
Dish has invested more than $21 billion since 2008 amassing the federal 
licenses needed to build a new wireless network. The company has said it 
would spend about $10 billion more to build a new system from scratch using 
new fifth-generation, or 5G technology that will be less expensive to 
operate. “Now we’re building a broadband network that will be the envy of the 
world,” Dish Chairman Charlie Ergen said in a conference call with analysts 
and reporters. 
 
Executives offered few details Thursday about how they will fund the rest of 
the construction project. The company in April picked Mavenir to supply some 
of its radio network technology, opting for a smaller U.S. company instead of 
more established suppliers such as Nokia Corp. or Ericsson AB. Dish’s profit 
during the March quarter fell to $73 million, down from $340 million a year 
earlier. The result included a $356 million charge tied to investments it had 
made in the since-scrapped narrowband network. Price increases still pushed 
up revenue, which rose to $3.22 billion from $3.19 billion. – Wall Street 
Journal  
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Pennsylvania’s county election officials are receiving some relief from state 
requirements. Counties will be allowed to run the June 2 primary election with 
fewer than half the normal number of poll workers, the Pennsylvania 
Department of State said Wednesday evening, with a minimum of five workers 
per polling place regardless of how many precincts it serves. That will help 
relieve pressure to fill poll-worker slots. While recruitment has been a 
challenge for years, the older average age of poll workers makes them 
vulnerable to the coronavirus.  
 
Across the state, counties have heard from poll workers scared to work the 
primary because of health risk. (State officials have even considered deploying 
the National Guard to serve as poll workers.) “Poll worker recruitment is always 
hard, but it is especially hard when whole election boards are telling us that 
they will not be working due to COVID-19, like they are doing this election,” 
said Lisa Deeley, chair of the Philadelphia Board of City Commissioners, which 
normally has to recruit, train, and oversee thousands of poll workers. “Under 
these circumstances, every little bit that makes running election day easier is 
helpful.” 
 
Emergency legislation passed in March allows counties to reduce the number 
of polling places by up to 60% without court approval, and the Department of 
State released guidance Wednesday evening allowing counties to also 
combine poll worker slots when it does so. Having combined polling places 
isn’t unusual, especially in Philadelphia, which usually has around 830 polling 
places for 1,700 or so precincts. But each precinct is normally required to have 
its own election board, a group of at least five poll workers, no matter how 
many precincts are grouped together.  
 
In normal times, about 8,500 poll workers would staff a Philadelphia 
election. This year, the state guidance reads, counties should “temporarily 
provide for consolidated election boards, so long as all polling places have a 
balance of parties serving as minority and majority inspectors, a designated 
judge of elections, and sufficient staffing to effectively and fairly administer the 
election.” That means 10 precincts combined into one polling place would 
require a minimum of just five elected poll workers, not the normal 
50.  Counties have also struggled to find available buildings for polls, and 
many are using the emergency law allowing them to reduce polling places by 
up to 60%. Montgomery County, for example, will open just 140 locations 
instead of 352.  
 
Allegheny County officials plan to have as few as 10% of its normal number of 
polling places. Counties reducing by more than 60%require state approval of 
both their polling place and poll worker plans; all other counties will need to 
notify the state of their poll worker plans but do not need approval. Counties 
will likely have more poll workers than the dramatically reduced minimum set 
by the state Wednesday. They still want as many as they can get because the 
more poll workers in place, the lower the chance of long lines of voters being 
bottlenecked at check-in or voting machines. 
 
Still, officials acknowledged, tensions remain. Fewer poll workers means less 
recruitment and training are needed but increases the chances of voter lines. 
Similarly, fewer polling places reduces administrative troubles but increases 
the number of voters in each location, a public health risk. Wednesday’s state 
guidance also encourages counties to move poll workers to different positions 
as needed and to eliminate overlapping duties. The June 2 primary election is 
less than four weeks away. – Philadelphia Inquirer  
____________________________________________________________ 
  
With the Nov. 3 presidential election less than six months away, Clout expects 
President Donald Trump and his allies to stoke conspiracy theories about voter 
fraud, just as they did ahead of the 2016 election.Consider Judicial Watch, a 
conservative activist group that frequently files lawsuits and makes public 
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pronouncements that sync with the president’s agenda while claiming to be 
nonpartisan about it all.  
 
The group sued Bucks, Chester and Delaware Counties last week, saying 
they don’t “make reasonable efforts” to remove inactive voters from their rolls. 
The Pennsylvania Department of State was also sued. “Dirty voting rolls can 
mean dirty elections,” declared Judicial Watch president Tom Fitton after filing 
the lawsuit, which offered no evidence of voter fraud.  
 
See the sleight-of-hand? Fitton injects the specter of voter fraud in a way that 
requires no evidence to prove it is happening. That’s the trick: getting people 
talking about voter fraud. The lawsuit contends that Bucks County removed 
just eight names from the voter rolls in 2017 and 2018 while Chester County 
removed five and Delaware County removed four. Bucks County, in a 
response to Judicial Watch in March, said it removed 14,050 active or inactive 
voters in 2018 alone. Chester County, in a letter to the group in December, 
said it removed 33,655 names from the voter rolls in 2017 and 2018. Those 
documents are now attached to the lawsuit. 
 
Delaware County did not respond to Judicial Watch’s threats but told Clout it 
removed 31,561 active or inactive voters from the rolls in 2017 and 
2018. Christine Reuther, an attorney and Democrat elected to Delaware 
County Council last year, suggests the lawsuit is more about politics than 
policy. Democrats won control of the three counties in the lawsuit in the last 
election. The three counties represent 14% of the state’s registered voters. 
Add Philadelphia and Montgomery County, where Democrats were already in 
control, and one out of three registered voters lives in the southeastern corner 
of the state.  Trump lost all five of those counties in 2016 but still won critical 
swing-state Pennsylvania by less than 1%.  
 
Reuther notes her county follows the same voter rolls procedures Republicans 
used when they were in charge. “They may have thought they could intimidate 
us or we were in less of a position to defend ourselves," Reuther said about 
Judicial Watch. “They will find that is a mistake.” Fitton dismissed that as “a 
hysterical political response” and said the suit is not motivated by party 
control. “That’s just silly," he said. “I didn’t know about the counties flipping one 
way or another. I don’t know who runs the counties.” 
 
Secretary of State Kathy Boockvar, asked about the lawsuit in a recent state 
Senate hearing, said, “We 100% dispute" Judicial Watch’s allegations. A 
March letter from Boockvar to Judicial Watch, offering an online link to 
accurate voter removal reports, is also attached to the group’s lawsuit. Fitton’s 
response? Tell it to the judge. “This isn’t our first rodeo,” he said. "And 
Pennsylvania has a big issue. This will be a statewide issue in theory if we’re 
able to get the results we want. Every county will be subject to having to follow 
the rules.” – Chris Brennan’s “Clout” column in Philadelphia Daily News  
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