
 

 

 

 

 

May 7, 2019 
 

Bloomberg 
The Sports TV 
Bubble Shows Signs 
of Weakness 
 
The Hill 
Microsoft to offer 
free software tools 
for securing 
elections 
 
Fierce Video 

Attorney General Josh Shapiro led a bipartisan group of 42 attorneys 
general in calling on the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) 
to take further action to stop the growing proliferation of illegal 
robocalls and spoofing. In formal legal comments delivered to the FCC, 
Attorney General Shapiro and his fellow attorneys general urged the 
FCC to adopt its proposed rules on enforcement against caller ID 
spoofing on calls to the United States originating from overseas, while 
also addressing spoofing in text messaging and alternative voice 
services. These provisions are included in the FCC appropriations 
authorization bill also known as the RAY BAUM’S Act of 2018. 
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The number of spoofed calls and the consumer financial losses tied to 
these scams have increased by nearly 50 percent in recent 
years. “Scam robocalls, and the illegal caller ID spoofing that often 
accompanies them, continue to take advantage of our consumers,” 
Attorney General Shapiro said. “We need to dial up the pressure on 
individuals and entities scamming hardworking families and senior 
citizens out of their money, expose them to risk of identity theft, and 
generally harass them on a daily basis. I urge the FCC to adopt its 
proposed rules that will address this growing problem—which is 
worsening by the day for Pennsylvanians.” Americans received almost 
18 billion scam robocalls in 2018 and overall, robocalls increased in 
the U.S. by 57 percent from 2017 to 2018. The FCC reports that 
imposter scams have reportedly cost consumers $488 million just in 
2018.  
 
The coalition sending formal comments to the FCC was led by 
Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro and included Arizona, 
Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, District of 
Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, 
Mississippi, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, 
Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia. 
 
Today’s formal comments are the latest action taken by Attorney 
General Shapiro and his colleagues on the vexing, growing problem of 
robocalls and spoofing. In October 2017, Attorney General Shapiro 
testified before the U.S. Senate Special Committee on Aging with U.S. 
Senator Bob Casey. He called on legislators and the FCC to do more 
to protect Pennsylvania seniors and consumers from illegal robocalls 
and spoofing used to conceal the caller’s location. One month later, the 
FCC issued the 2017 Call Blocking Order, which Attorney General 
Shapiro and a group of 29 other Attorneys General had encouraged 
the FCC to adopt. – Associated Press  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
5G, the fifth generation of wireless, promises lightning-fast download 
speeds and could lay the foundation for high-tech advancements like 
self-driving cars. But like many new technologies, it’s sparking concern 
about potential health issues. 
 
The first generation of wireless ushered in mobile phones and 2G 
brought texting. 3G laid the groundwork for smartphones, and 4G 
allowed video streaming and more. 5G is expected to download data 
20 times faster than its predecessor, and some experts argue it could 
be much faster. And it’s not just about streaming data faster, it’s about 
streaming more of it. On a 5G network, a user can download a movie 
instantly and data will flow between connected objects without delay. 
The amount of data people use on mobile devices has gone up 40 
times since 2010, and is only expected to increase. 5G networks are 
wireless companies’ attempts to satisfy that demand. 
 
5G taps into millimeter waves at the top of the radio spectrum, which 
have not previously been used for telecommunication. The higher 
waves allow for faster transfer of data, but they also don’t travel 
through buildings, trees and rain like previous generations of wireless, 
which operate on lower wavelengths. That means wireless companies 
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must install more equipment with 5G than they did with previous 
generations of wireless. That includes new base stations and antennas 
on parking garages, or equipment on light poles that fill gaps for 
cellular coverage. 
 
The untested nature of 5G, and the extensiveness of its infrastructure, 
has some worried that the increased exposure could have serious 
health effects. Wireless safety advocates have called for more studies 
on the effects of the exposure, and one group is trying to stop the 
rollout of 5G networks in Chicago’s neighborhoods. Verizon and Sprint 
turned on their 5G networks in parts of Chicago earlier this year, 
putting the city among the first in the nation with access to 5G. AT&T 
plans to turn on parts of its Chicago network later this year, and T-
Mobile is aiming for 2020. 
 
The federal government has safety rules that wireless companies must 
abide by that limit human exposure to radio waves, including 
frequencies used with 5G. Wireless industry association CTIA says 
typical exposure to 5G infrastructure is comparable to Bluetooth 
devices and baby monitors, and there is no scientific evidence of 
adverse health effects. The companies, for their part, say they abide by 
the wireless network standards set by the Federal Communications 
Commission. 
 
Still, assurances from government agencies and industry operators are 
not enough for Chicago resident Judy Blake. Additional studies on 
5G’s health impacts likely wouldn’t soothe her either, she said. People 
can’t choose whether or not to be exposed to this radiation. “I don’t 
need another test. The only test that’s going to happen now is people’s 
lives,” said Blake, 67. 
 
Though little is known about the long-term health impact of the 
millimeter waves that 5G operates on, some research has shown 
short-term exposure could be problematic, said Joel Moskowitz, a 
public health expert at the University of California at Berkeley. The 
eyes and sweat glands are among several body parts studies have 
shown could be at risk, Moskowitz said. Insects and plant life could 
also be affected, he added. 
 
Additionally, studies on the impact of radiation from radio waves used 
by previous generations of wireless have raised health concerns, and 
some 5G networks will operate in part on those lower-frequency waves 
too. The findings concern Chicago resident Kristin Welch. “We 
absolutely need to study these high-frequency waves ... before you put 
(this new equipment) in front of someone’s home or a school,” said 
Welch, 39. “We’re putting the cart before the horse here.” 
 
The mother of three recently co-founded a Facebook group called 
“Stop 5G Chicago,” aimed at halting the rollout of the network in 
residential areas. Welch said she is especially worried about the 
impact the radiation could have on vulnerable populations, like children 
and pregnant women. “This is not an unreasonable thing to be 
concerned about,” Welch said. “We are now in a position where this 
untested technology is going to be widespread throughout our city.” 
 
The wireless companies are using different technologies and 
techniques to achieve the new 5G standards. Sprint, for example, is 
building out its 5G network mostly on top of its 4G footprint in Chicago. 



It’s installing new radios and other equipment on existing stations. The 
millimeter waves used in 5G are absorbed by the upper layers of skin, 
potentially causing the temperature of the skin to rise, said Suresh 
Borkar, senior lecturer in the department of electrical and computer 
engineering at the Illinois Institute of Technology. The effects of 
extended rises in skin temperature “becomes a big unknown,” he said. 
 
Wireless industry association CTIA said in a statement that cellphone 
users’ safety is important, and it follows the guidance of experts 
regarding health effects. “Following numerous scientific studies 
conducted over several decades, the FCC, the FDA, the World Health 
Organization, the American Cancer Society and numerous other 
international and U.S. organizations and health experts continue to say 
that the scientific evidence shows no known health risk to humans due 
to the RF (radio frequency) energy emitted by antennas and 
cellphones,” the CTIA statement said. 
 
This isn’t the first time people will come into contact with millimeter 
waves: They’re also used in airport body scanners, said Lav Varshney, 
assistant professor of electrical and computer engineering at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Still, it’s the first time the 
high-frequency waves will be used on such a scale, and concerns 
surrounding new technologies are common throughout history. “When 
cars first started replacing horse-drawn carriages, people were afraid 
of what the health impacts of traveling at high speeds would be,” 
Varshney said. “There has always been occurrence of this fear.” – 
Chicago Tribune  

 

 

   

 

  

 


