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Atlantic Broadband announced that it has rebranded all of its acquired 
MetroCast cable systems under its moniker. Quincy, Massachusetts-
based Atlantic Broadband also announced a series of broadband 
speed upgrades for acquired customers, as well as the deployment of 
1-gig services starting in the summer. A subsidiary of Canada’s 
Cogeco Communications, Atlantic Broadband last year purchased the 
remaining MetroCast assets it didn’t already own in New Hampshire, 
Maine, Pennsylvania, Maryland and Virginia. Atlantic Broadband now 
bills itself as the ninth largest cable operator in the U.S.  
 
Starting today, the company also said, it’s delivering automatic 
broadband speed upgrades to legacy MetroCast residential and 
business customers. All residential customers now have access to 
speeds up to 200 Mbps. Business customers have access to speeds 
as high as 500 Mbps. “Residential customers may operate as many as 
10+ connected devices in a household daily and businesses rely on 
fast speeds and powerful internet to stay competitive,” said Rich Shea, 
president and CEO of Atlantic Broadband, in a statement. “To ensure 
customers have the best user experience, we are committed to 
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investing in the latest technology and will begin rolling out Gigabit 
Internet service to our new markets starting this summer.” 
 
Speaking to FierceCable shortly after the second MetroCast acquisition 
was announced in July, Atlantic Broadband President and Chief 
Revenue Officer David Isenberg noted the ease of integrating the 
remaining MetroCast assets. Not only did Cogeco’s 2015 purchase of 
MetroCast’s Connecticut systems provide a useful experience base, 
Isenberg said, but Atlantic and MetroCast’s back-office operations 
matched particularly well. “We both use CSG International’s billing 
platform, for example, and we both use Cisco’s DOCSIS platform,” he 
said. “We have the same telephony vendor and the same VOD 
structure.” 
 
The MetroCast deal, Isenberg explained, offers parent Cogeco a 
means of growth. One quarter of the Montreal-based operator’s 
footprint has access to fiber-to-the-home, while another 25% has 
access to fiber-to-the-node (FTTN) services. Amid the competitive 
landscape, Cogeco has been growing annual revenue at only around 
3%. – FierceCable  
___________________________________________________ 
A bi-partisan package of eight bills that aims to address business and 
industry workforce shortages and alleviate the mis-perception attached 
to career and technical education won House approval on 
Monday. While a four-year college degree might be right for some 
students, the lawmakers who introduced the pieces of legislation said 
career and technical education can lead to a career path with lower or 
no debt and a family-sustaining wage. "There is no one-size-fits-all with 
it comes to education issues," said House Education Committee 

Chairman David Hickernell, R-Lancaster County, at a recent news 
conference. The package of bills now go to the Senate for 
consideration. 
 
The legislation grows out of two years of work by a House select 
committee that traveled the state and gathered information about 
career and technical education and employers' needs for skilled 
labor. One bill in the legislative package that was approved creates an 
online career resource center that provides information to students and 
public about on educational and career options, available career and 
technical education resources, and data and statistics on employment 
opportunities and compensation.  
 
Another bill, sponsored by Rep. Steve Bloom, R-Cumberland County, 
seeks to alter the qualifications that career and technical educators 
need to be able to teach to remove barriers that hindered their ability to 
teach.  "We've heard in Pennsylvania that it's difficult not only to get 
the students we need into these technical education roles but also to 
get the educators in the room to transfer the skills that they've got to 
the students," Rep. Mike Tobash, R-Schuylkill County, said at a recent 
news conference. 
 
Among other bills in this package, one would create a tax credit 
program for businesses that contribute to nonprofit career and 
technical organizations, another accelerates the establishment of new 
classes and curriculum in emerging career and technical fields, and yet 
another requires schools to give representatives of skilled trades and 
career and technical schools the same access to students as other 
presenters when career information is presented. 
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While career and technical education centers across the state are 
turning out students who are prepared to enter the workforce 
immediately after high school and to continue their education, there are 
challenges facing them, said Jackie Cullen, executive director of 
Pennsylvania Association of Career and Technical Administrators. "We 
are thrilled to see that the bipartisan package of bills address many of 
the those challenges," Cullen said. She said the package of bills will go 
far to increase the "number of students completing high-quality CTE 
programs. These students will be college and career ready and will 
play an important role in Pennsylvania's continued economic growth.” – 
Pennlive  
___________________________________________________ 
Amazon.com Inc. has made about 200 phone calls to cities the retail 
giant rejected for its second headquarters. Some of the cities say they 
are learning from the disappointing phone conversations and making 
changes. Cincinnati and Sacramento, Calif., are restructuring 
workforce development programs to focus on tech talent. Orlando, 
Fla., is considering starting a community fund to invest in local tech 
companies and draw more entrepreneurs. In Detroit, elected officials 
and business leaders are pushing a ballot initiative for a new regional 
transportation network that would connect outer counties to the city. 
 
Amazon has selected 20 finalists from 238 applicants from metro areas 
and regions like Detroit and Baltimore to small towns in Texas for its $5 
billion second corporate headquarters, which it has said could create 

up to 50,000 high-paying jobs. Demands in its request for proposals 
included a metro area with a population of more than one million, 
public transportation, a big airport with plenty of connections to Seattle 
and a large pool of tech talent. 
 
In Detroit, assistant Wayne County executive Khalil Rahal got a call 
from Amazon’s Holly Sullivan, head of the HQ2 search, telling him 
Detroit wasn’t going to make the list of finalists. Ms. Sullivan agreed to 
a conference call with other city leaders to further explain where it fell 
short. A key issue she raised was the lack of a regional transportation 
network, Mr. Rahal said. The city itself didn’t have enough tech 
workers to fill 50,000 jobs. Because of that, it was essential that the 
city had a way—besides cars—to bring in workers from outer counties. 
But Detroit’s public transportation system provides limited options for 
those outside the city. 
 
Ms. Sullivan’s explanation didn’t come as a shock to Detroit. Wayne 
County tried in 2016 to push a similar transit plan, but the ballot was 
voted down by a slim margin. City leaders think they have a better shot 
now at passing a plan, since they have evidence that a lack of a 
regional transportation network is holding back development. A vote to 
place the initiative on a November ballot is currently planned for early 
June. “Amazon was a wake-up call,” said Gerry Anderson, chief 
executive of DTE Energy Co., and one of 23 metro-Detroit business 
executives who wrote a letter pleading for a regional transportation 
plan, highlighting the Amazon loss in their pitch. “What becomes 
undeniable for people is that here’s an outsider that would have been a 
very attractive investor who looked at our transit system and did not 
like what they saw.” 
 
States often offer large tax breaks and other financial incentives to woo 
firms to set up shop locally. Elected officials will tout wins as evidence 
they are creating jobs. But in most cases, the site selection process is 
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negotiated quietly, between a company, their consultants and local 
government. The highly visible Amazon process is forcing cities to 
explain why they didn’t make the cut, and address those 
weaknesses. “It is a kind of look-in-the-mirror moment,” said Joseph 
Parilla, of the Brookings Institution. 
 
Richard Florida, a professor at the University of Toronto and critic of 
the Amazon HQ2 process, says it is misguided for cities to focus on 
Amazon’s criticisms. “I don’t think communities should be rushing to 
please Amazon,” he said. “They should be looking to build their own 
regional economies and not trying to let any large company tell them 
what to do.”  
 
Not all cities received an in-depth critique from Amazon. In 
Sacramento’s postmortem call, Amazon officials were complimentary 
and didn’t go into too much detail, said Barry Broome, president and 
CEO of the Greater Sacramento Economic Council. The city may do a 
deeper dive with the team after the final site selection is made, Mr. 
Broome said, but it isn’t waiting for another call to make 
changes. “Post-Amazon, we’re now restructuring all of our workforce 
programs in the area,” Mr. Broome said, to focus on providing more 
digital-skills training. The Sacramento Area Council of Governments, 
which works on regional transportation issues, is coming out with a 
recommendation on May 3 to improve its transit system. “It gave us a 
chance to be benchmarked nationally,” he said. Johnna Reeder, chief 
executive of Cincinnati’s regional economic development initiative, said 
the city’s postmortem call with Amazon helped officials realize they 
needed to put their current plans “on steroids.” 
 
The Cincinnati Regional Chamber refocused an apprentice program for 
public high-school students on information-technology firms, to 
address Amazon’s criticism that the city didn’t have enough 
homegrown tech talent, said Jordan Vogel, who runs talent programs 
for the chamber. It also added events for summer interns at 
businesses in the city that focus on information technology. Following 
the Amazon loss, the chamber was able to secure funding for a 
website aimed at bringing tech talent to the region, said Mr. Vogel. 
Before that, the group couldn’t get enough interested donors, he said.  
 
Missouri hired consulting firm PricewaterhouseCoopers Public Sector 
LLP to do an analysis of its current economic development structure 
and create a new strategy that allows the state to be more competitive. 
“If we’re going to compete for the next HQ2 project out there, we know 
we’re going to have to fundamentally rethink our economy, and that’s 
what this is all about,” said Rob Dixon, head of the Missouri 
Department of Economic Development. – Wall Street Journal  

 

 

   

 

  

 


