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Even with traditional campaigning on hold, the presidential race is already 
rolling on Pennsylvania’s airwaves, with allies of President Donald Trump and 
presumptive Democratic nominee Joe Biden spending millions of dollars. Only 
not in Philadelphia. 
 
Of the roughly $9 million of ads the candidates and their allies have run on 
Pennsylvania television and radio so far this year, just $141,000 has gone into 
the Philadelphia market, the fourth largest in the country. (Those figures don’t 
count spending by Democrat Michael Bloomberg, who blanketed all of 
Pennsylvania, and other states, but dropped out of the race in early March.)  
 
The heavyweights in both parties are focusing their resources elsewhere, 
according to data compiled by Advertising Analytics, a nonpartisan firm that 
tracks political ad spending. The Democratic super PAC American Bridge has 
spent $4.2 million in the Pittsburgh, Erie, Johnstown, Wilkes-Barre, and 
Harrisburg media markets this year, but not a dollar in Philadelphia. 
 
Priorities USA, which Biden has signaled will be the main super PAC 
supporting him, has spent $3.2 million on Pennsylvania radio and TV, none of 
it in the Philadelphia market. And when Trump’s main super PAC, America 
First Action, announced its first round of TV ads earlier this month, its blasts 
linking Biden to China were all targeted to markets outside 
Philadelphia. Millions’ worth of ads are scheduled in Pennsylvania for the 
coming weeks, but nothing more has yet been booked in Philadelphia until the 
final weeks before Election Day, when Pennsylvania is likely to be one of a 
handful of states that decides the election.  
 
The focus on other parts of the state means that neither party is, yet, using the 
traditional avenues to target the media market that accounts for more than 
40% of the Pennsylvania vote — though that is likely to change in the coming 
months. The strategy reflects a combination of factors, mostly the high cost of 
Philadelphia airtime, strategists in both parties said. 
 
It costs more to run an ad in Philadelphia than it does in the rest of the state 
put together, said Democratic media strategist J.J. Balaban, based in 
Philadelphia. And campaigns that advertise in Philadelphia effectively pay for 
many viewers who live in New Jersey and Delaware, two states that are 
uncompetitive in presidential races. About one in three viewers in the Philly 
market live outside Pennsylvania, according to Advertising 
Analytics. Campaigns are likely saving their big expenditures in Philly for a 
more critical phase of the race. “You’re not going to spend a lot of money in an 
expensive media market until you get closer to the election,” said Joshua 
Novotney, a Republican lobbyist based in Philadelphia. 
 
Said Balaban: “I’m confident that all voters in the Delaware Valley, by the time 
this election happens, will have seen so many ads in the presidential election 
they will be sick of them. It just hasn’t started yet.” An American Bridge 
spokesperson said its focus is on reaching wavering Trump voters. That 
means largely targeting rural areas. Until the coronavirus crisis hit, they had 
run ads featuring Trump supporters who felt let down by the president. “Our 
paid media effort is focused on cutting into Trump’s margin with white, rural, 
and small-town voters and that takes a scalpel approach,” emailed Jeb Fain. 
 
Democratic groups will need to reserve their resources to help Biden later, 
since Trump has far more campaign money, said Daniel F. McElhatton, a 
Democratic consultant from Philadelphia. “Spending that money now versus in 
August or September... just doesn’t seem like the wisest of investments to me,” 
McElhatton said. At the Trump-allied America First, a spokesperson said, "This 
is only our first tranche of spending and additional decisions will be made at 
the end of May.” She noted the group is hitting the same markets the two 
Democratic super PACs targeted first.  
 
Priorities USA, while touting big spends in swing states, has also skipped big 
markets such as Miami and Jacksonville in Florida. A spokesperson pointed to 
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comments the group’s chairman made in January, when he told the New York 
Times that such markets “become less efficient.” A Priorities USA 
spokesperson also said the group is reaching Philadelphia-area voters with 
digital ads.  
 
Priorities USA, American Bridge, and the Biden campaign have combined to 
spend $4.3 million on digital ads in Pennsylvania according to the Democratic 
firm Bully Pulpit Interactive. The Trump campaign has spent $1.2 million on 
such ads, according to the data from Jan. 5 through April 18. On Wednesday 
the Trump campaign launched its latest online ad, featuring select clips of 
Democratic governors praising Trump and the federal government for 
coronavirus aid.  
 
Television is still widely seen as the most effective medium for moving 
voters. But digital spots allow the groups to reach people in the Philadelphia 
area without paying for New Jersey and Delaware, and to tailor different 
messages for deep-blue Philadelphia and the more moderate suburbs, said 
Daniel Scarvalone, a senior director at Bully Pulpit. “Digital lets you be more 
thoughtful,” Scarvalone said. “You can run a message in urban Philadelphia 
urging folks to go to the polls. Then you can run a completely different 
message in suburban Philadelphia.” – Philadelphia Inquirer  
 
______________________________________________________________ 
 
Comcast Corp. signed up more broadband customers last quarter than any 
time in 12 years, but that growth was more than offset by the coronavirus 
pandemic’s impact on vast portions of its business, from movie production to 
theme parks. The company, which owns and operates the Xfinity broadband 
and cable-TV business, the NBC broadcast empire, the Universal Pictures 
movie studio and Universal Studios theme parks, said revenue for the quarter 
ended March 31 was $26.61 billion, down 0.9% from the year-earlier period.  
 
The majority of that came from its cable business, which includes broadband, 
cable and phone services and posted $14.92 billion in revenue, up 4.5% from 
a year earlier. The filmed entertainment and theme-park units, meanwhile, 
reported revenue drops of 23% and 32%, respectively, to $1.37 billion and 
$869 million. Comcast’s NBCUniversal unit closed its theme parks in 
Hollywood and Orlando during the weekend of March 14-15, weeks after the 
closure of its park in Japan. That same weekend, the U.S. box office suffered 
its worst performance in nearly two decades amid growing calls to practice 
social distancing, with two Universal Pictures movies, “The Hunt” and “The 
Invisible Man,” posting disappointing results. Movie theaters have since closed 
nationwide.  
 
Comcast’s first-quarter profit was $2.15 billion, or 46 cents a share, down 40% 
from $3.55 billion, or 77 cents, a year earlier, partly because of the 
amortization of intangible assets, largely from its U.K.-based Sky business, 
and some from NBCUniversal, the company said. The company added 
477,000 broadband customers in the first quarter, not including the 32,000 low-
income customers that signed up for internet service, which Comcast is 
providing free amid the pandemic through late June. Normally, the service 
costs $9.95 a month. 
 
With the coronavirus pandemic affecting many businesses, broadband usage 
has soared as Americans work and learn from home. However, the loss of 
cable TV customers continued to accelerate, with 409,000 people cutting the 
cord during the first quarter, compared with 121,000 last year. This marked the 
12th consecutive quarter of pay-TV customer losses. Comcast Chief Financial 
Officer Michael Cavanagh said during an earnings call in January the company 
is bracing for higher pay-TV customer losses this year. The pay-TV customer 
losses come as Comcast is betting more on its streaming business. In mid-
April, NBCUniversal began the rollout of its streaming service Peacock to 
Comcast customers. NBCUniversal’s Fandango also recently agreed to 
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acquire streaming service Vudu from Walmart Inc., just months after Comcast 
bought Xumo LLC for an undisclosed amount.  
 
Peacock will launch nationally in July, and the company said earlier in April 
that it would do so without many of the original shows it had planned for the 
service. NBCUniversal’s first quarter revenue fell 7% to $7.7 billion compared 
with the same quarter last year. While its broadcast television revenue grew 
9%, it was dragged down by its films and theme parks. Advertising revenue for 
its cable networks also slightly decreased in the quarter, an unsurprising 
decline as advertising is often one of the first things cut by companies looking 
to preserve cash during uncertain economic times. 
 
Like the rest of Hollywood, all of NBCUniversal’s productions were paused due 
to the pandemic. This will cause a “materially limited slate and launch in 2020,” 
for Peacock, Matt Strauss, Peacock’s chairman, said earlier this 
month.  The postponement of the Tokyo Summer Olympics to 2021 threw 
another wrench in Peacock’s programming, as it was expected to be a critical 
launchpad. Comcast’s Sky business similarly felt the effects of the pandemic 
during the first quarter, with its revenue falling 5.8% to $4.5 billion. Comcast 
had 55.8 million Comcast Cable and Sky customers at the end of the first 
quarter. -- Wall Street Journal   
______________________________________________________________ 
  
The shutdown of Hollywood is disrupting the Disney+ pipeline. Walt 
Disney Co’s flagship streaming service is getting a big boost from subscribers 
stuck at home because of widespread stay-at-home orders, but several of the 
biggest releases headed to the platform have had production halted amid the 
novel coronavirus outbreak. 
 
To keep subscribers hooked, Disney has moved some big theatrical releases 
to the streaming service ahead of schedule. The latest Star Wars film, “The 
Rise of Skywalker,” is heading to the service two months ahead of schedule as 
part of a fan event. The company also is mining its back catalog, urging 
viewers earlier this week to watch decades-old titles like the 1971 musical 
“Bedknobs and Broomsticks” and 1990s favorites like “Sister Act.” 
 
All of Hollywood is grappling with the production shutdown caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic, but the limited flow of new programming looms 
especially large for Disney+, which has been a bright spot for the company 
over the past two months. Disney’s theme parks and theatrical business have 
cratered amid closures of public places, and once-lucrative divisions like ESPN 
are drying up as sports stays on the sidelines. Disney has furloughed more 
than 100,000 employees. 
 
Disney+, on the other hand, has seen its subscriber count soar. The service 
said it has 50 million paid subscribers world-wide, an increase of more than 21 
million subscribers since early February. The jump puts pressure on 
executives who need new material to assure subscribers that Disney+ is worth 
keeping. It won’t be easy, with most production not expected to resume until 
August at the earliest. Some of the streaming service’s biggest projects, a trio 
of Marvel Studios offerings that were headed to Disney+ in late 2020 and 
2021, had production halted, as did a currently filming reboot of “Home Alone.” 
 
The closing of U.S. movie theaters has driven some new programming to the 
service. In March, Disney announced its latest Pixar Animation release, 
“Onward,” would begin streaming on Disney+ after being briefly available as a 
$19.99 digital rental. Earlier this month, the studio said its summer movie 
“Artemis Fowl” would head straight to Disney+, skipping even rentals on 
platforms like Apple Inc. and Amazon.com Inc. 
 
Disney Executive Chairman Robert Iger has indicated more titles could follow a 
similar path, potentially blurring the distinction between movies made for the 
big screen and for the new service. Homebound viewers also have flocked 
to Netflix, whose productions are likewise suspended. Netflix has an 
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advantage when it comes to promoting new programming to viewers, since it 
has a deeper library of completed series and movies, both original and 
licensed from other studios. 
 
A war of words broke out Tuesday after Comcast Corp.’s Universal Pictures 
told The Wall Street Journal that it plans to release more movies early as 
premium-priced digital rentals, a strategy the studio said is paying off 
handsomely on its recent “Trolls World Tour.” The world’s largest movie-
theater operator, AMC Entertainment Holdings Inc., responded by saying it 
wouldn’t play Universal titles as long as the studio continued releasing any of 
its movies early digitally. Netflix also has been buying streaming rights to other 
studios’ movies that were scheduled to premiere in theaters, an avenue Disney 
can’t pursue because all programming on its service must conform to the 
Disney brand.  
 
Other streaming services launching in coming weeks, such 
as AT&T Inc.’s HBO Max and Comcast Corp.’s Peacock, face challenges 
similar to Disney’s, all stemming from the production freeze. HBO Max has 
postponed a much-publicized reunion of “Friends” cast members that was 
supposed to be available when it launches in May. Disney+ had planned to 
spend $1 billion or more on original programming this fiscal year, producing 50 
original series and 10 movies or stand-alone features a year by 2024. 
 
The three Marvel shows whose productions were suspended are scheduled to 
kick off an important slew of more than a half-dozen Disney+ superhero series 
over the next several years. The first, a Captain America spinoff called “The 
Falcon and the Winter Soldier,” was slated to premiere in August. Whether the 
releases of “Falcon” and the other Marvel shows, “WandaVision” and “Loki,” 
are delayed by weeks or months remains unclear. 
 
A bright spot on the fall calendar: the second season of “The Mandalorian,” the 
Star Wars spinoff that became the service’s breakout hit soon after launching. 
Production on the latest season wrapped before the coronavirus hit. If the new 
shows and movies aren’t available in winter, Disney may be able to use its live-
action reboot of “Mulan” to goose sign-ups. That movie is scheduled to hit 
theaters in July—if they are open by then—which would put it on track to debut 
on Disney+ around December. -- Wall Street Journal   
______________________________________________________________ 
  
As the state moves towards reopening, and with six months to Election Day, 
we all should start thinking about voting in the time of COVID-19.  Will it be by 
mail? Will it happen at all? Will we pick a president 18th Century style? More 
on that later. 
 
First, come November, will people even be interested in voting? Who knows 
where the economy will be? Or whether there’s a new viral wave. We all could 
be consumed by survival. Yet, instinctively, at this date you’d think, Lord, yes, 
we’re interested in voting. After seeing the importance of government and 
politics in times of crisis, yes, yes, we’re interested, more than ever. 
 
A recent Fox News Pennsylvania poll supports this view: 78 percent of state 
voters say they’re “extremely” or “very” interested in the presidential 
election. But then voters say lots of things. And the attention span of the 
average voter is about as long as your average Tweet. Right now, Democrats 
talk about President Trump’s handling of the pandemic, his self-promotional 
virus briefings, with his Dr. Don remedies of untested drugs, light beams 
and  Lysol. And whether he reacted late or slowly, resulting in the U.S. leading 
the world in coronavirus deaths.  
 
Republicans enjoy mock-snoozing over the ramblings of basement-cloistered 
Joe Biden who, even in his candidate-protection program, can’t avoid gaffes. If 
you missed it, Biden, in a recent Pittsburgh TV interview, referred to Gov. Tom 
Wolf, a fellow Democrat in a state critical to his campaign, as “Dale.” For the 
record, there was a Gov. Dale Wolf, a Republican who served in Delaware for 
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20 days, after Gov. Mike Castle resigned to go to Congress. But that was 27 
years ago. Not sure this helps dispel concerns that Biden’s mired in the past.  
 
Speaking of the past, there’s a 1990’s sexual assault claim by a former Senate 
aide still dogging Biden. His campaign denies it. But calls for him to address it 
persist. Anyway, Biden currently has an edge nationally and in Pennsylvania, 
which almost certainly has more to do with Trump than with Biden.  
 
The latest USA Today/Suffolk poll puts Biden ahead of Trump by 10 points, 50-
40. And the Real Clear Politics average of Pennsylvania polling in March and 
April has Biden up 6.7 points. This includes the aforementioned Fox poll in 
which Biden leads Trump by 8 points, 50-42. Still, some national pundits are 
split on where Pennsylvania stands: University of Virginia’s Larry Sabato, 
of “Sabato’s Crystal Ball,” says Pennsylvania, along with Arizona, Wisconsin 
and North Carolina, is a “toss up;” but Inside Elections’ Nathan Gonzales says 
our state and Michigan “tilt Democratic.”  
 
And even if people are interested, will they vote, and how? There still could be 
major virus issues, especially in big cities. So, expect fights over mail-in voting. 
Democrats love it. Most Republicans and Trump do not. “There’s a lot of 
dishonesty going along with mail-in voting,” Trump said during an April 7 
briefing, “they’re fraudulent in many cases.” 
 
Lots of states, including Pennsylvania, allow mail-in options. Five states -- 
Colorado, Hawaii, Oregon, Washington, Utah -- vote entirely by mail. Trump, in 
2018, shut down his commission on voter fraud after it failed to find any, 
though he blamed states for not cooperating with the search. Finally, best 
case/worst case for Election 2020?  
 
Penn State Associate Political Science Professor Robert Speel, an elections 
expert, offers thoughts. Best case: pandemic data is stable or improving, a 
normal election with far more votes by mail and high voter turnout. “I think this 
is the most likely scenario,” Speel says. Worst case: fall viral wave, no normal 
election, states change their Electoral College laws, revert to 18th Century 
system of state legislatures choosing electors to vote for president. “Trump 
would win the election easily, due to Republican control of most legislatures, 
so it’s likely Democrats would loudly protest such a procedure,” says Speel. 
(Yeah, they probably would.) All of which is, you know, something to think 
about. -- John Baer's column in Harrisburg Patriot-News   
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