
 

 

 

BCAP’s 31
st
 annual Cable Academy returns to the 

Poconos to highlight the direction our industry must 
embrace to prosper during the most competitive 
environment in its history. Cable Academy 2019 will 
showcase and explain the new age of broadband 
cable, its challenges and the vast potential it brings.   

 

CONFIRM YOUR SPONSORSHIP, REGISTRATION AND EXHIBIT  
 
Click here to reserve your room at Kalahari!    
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Communities need reliable, high-speed internet if they are to grow and 
prosper. Finding a way to ensure that all Pennsylvanians have access 
to wireless broadband was one of the key themes discussed when 
township officials gathered in Hershey this week for the 97th Annual 
Educational Conference of the Pennsylvania State Association of 
Township Supervisors. Other themes were unfunded mandates and 
the volunteer firefighter crisis. 
 
During their business session on Tuesday, township officials adopted a 
resolution to support the safe and orderly deployment of wired and 
wireless broadband services throughout the state and to demand that 
local governments be a partner in any expansion efforts. More than 
800,000 Pennsylvanians lack high-speed internet access. “Reliable, 
high-speed internet access is a critical component for economic 
development, student achievement, quality health care, and efficient 
government,” PSATS Executive Director David M. Sanko said. “Every 
day, though, more and more demands are put on this system.” 
 
The result is an increasing number of unserved and underserved 
areas, he said. “As more people use smartphones and rely on wireless 
technology for such everyday items as thermostats and doorbells, our 
broadband speed slows down,” he said. “This isn’t just a rural or urban 
problem. It affects everyone, regardless of where they live. In fact, if 
things don’t change soon, no one will have the bandwidth capacity 
needed for successful economic development, job expansion, quality 
health care and education, or even recreation.” 
 
Development and expansion of broadband access is a critical 
component of our nation’s infrastructure, he said, but it’s also important 
that communities have a say in where and how broadband gets 
expanded.“Local officials have an obligation to ensure that this 
infrastructure is deployed safely,” Sanko said. “To protect their 
communities, townships must be viewed as partners in any 
technological progress that is made.” – Community Media Group  
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Sprint Corp. has touted adding new wireless connections for six 
straight quarters. What it didn’t say until now is that many of those 
gains were free lines or existing customers that switched 
services. With its proposed merger with T-Mobile US Inc. under 

pressure, the wireless carrier told regulators this week that its 
performance isn’t as strong as it appears and it will struggle to operate 
as a stand-alone company.  
 
The recent gains in so-called postpaid connections—a closely watched 
measure of monthly accounts not paid in advance—were driven by 
free lines given to existing Sprint customers, the company disclosed in 
a regulatory filing dated Monday. The tally also includes tablet 
connections and customers switching their phones from Sprint’s 
prepaid services.  
 
Those aren’t new Sprint customers. The No. 4 U.S. carrier by 
subscribers lost lucrative postpaid handset connections last quarter 
and expects to lose them for the entirety of the fiscal year that ended in 
March, excluding the prepaid-to-postpaid customer shifts, according to 
the filing. 
 
When it reported results for the last three months of 2018, Sprint 
highlighted that it had 309,000 total postpaid net additions, a year-on-
year improvement. Sprint entered 2019 with 32.6 million postpaid 
connections and 8.8 million prepaid connections. “While these public 
statements and the individual metrics cited are all accurate, they are 
incomplete,” according to the filing by Sprint’s lawyers to the Federal 
Communications Commission, which was partly redacted. A Sprint 
spokeswoman declined to comment. 
 
It isn’t unusual for companies that have agreed to be acquired to claim 
that they have a brighter future with their suitor. Sprint, however, has 
increasingly stressed a narrative that it can’t survive on its own.  
In the same document, Sprint cites an analyst report suggesting that 
even entering into chapter 11 bankruptcy protection to restructure its 
balance sheet wouldn’t help long-term. “Sprint is in a very difficult 
situation that is only getting worse,” the filing said. “Sprint is not on a 
sustainable competitive path.” 
 
The filing states that the company’s board was told in January 
meetings that “many of Sprint’s most recent commercial metrics were 
well below plan and trending downward.” At a March 29 board 
meeting, CEO Michel Combes told directors that “Sprint is losing 
relevance with its customers.” Jeffrey Jacobovitz, chairman of the 
antitrust and competition practice at Arnall Golden Gregory LLP, said 
the approach wasn’t unusual. “It’s somewhat common in terms of a 
potential defense to the government challenging a merger,” he said. 
 
If such disclosures by a company are inconsistent with its public filings, 
however, it could cause problems with securities regulators, Mr. 
Jacobovitz added. Jeffrey Moore, a telecom-industry analyst and 
principal of Wave7 Research, said many of the free lines at Sprint 
came from a long-running promotion that offered five phone lines for 
$100 a month. In some cases the carrier also gave away free phones. 
 
Sprint sales representatives pitch free lines and free phones “as 
something you can use for gift giving, something you can give to your 
favorite aunt, something to use as a spare line if you lose your phone,” 
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said Mr. Moore. “It’s entirely possible that there are some lines that 
aren’t necessarily attached to a person,” he added, noting that those 
additions would add connections but not revenue for Sprint. Some Wall 
Street analysts have warned that buy-one-get-one smartphone sales 
have been artificially boosting metrics for Sprint and other carriers for 
more than a year.  
 
Telecom consultant New Street Research estimated that customers 
signing unneeded wireless contracts to pocket more valuable 
smartphones added 1.7 million “fake” lines to cellphone carriers’ tallies 
in 2018. “We believe that BOGOs have added significant numbers of 
fake lines to reported customer counts since late 2017,” the firm wrote 
in a March note to clients. Sprint’s claims come as executives from the 
carrier and T-Mobile meet in Washington for further meetings with 
Justice Department officials. 
 
The Wall Street Journal reported Tuesday that antitrust enforcement 
staff members recently told T-Mobile and Sprint executives they are 
unlikely to bless the deal as it is currently structured. In a tweet, T-
Mobile CEO John Legere characterized the premise of the article as 
“simply untrue.” Marcelo Claure, Sprint’s executive chairman, also 
disputed the article and said discussions with regulators were 
continuing.  
 
Since the deal was announced last year, Sprint has walked a line 
between touting network improvements, plus plans to upgrade to a 
faster 5G network while stressing that it lacks the financial strength to 
grow on its own. The Securities and Exchange Commission earlier this 
year asked Sprint to clarify how its public claims that it is unable to 
develop a nationwide 5G network on its own without being bought by 
T-Mobile “reconcile with certain statements made by Sprint’s 
management prior to the merger announcement.” The regulator in one 
letter to the carrier cited a February 2018 tweet from Mr. Claure, who 
was then CEO, stating that Sprint would launch 5G wireless service 
nationwide in the first half of 2019. The deal with T-Mobile wasn’t 
struck until April 2018. – Wall Street Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
Google and Amazon are burying the hatchet to better serve users of 
their respective streaming video platforms, the companies announced 
this morning. In the months ahead, the official YouTube app will come 
to Amazon Fire TV devices and Fire TV Edition smart TVs, while the 
Prime Video app will come to Chromecast and other devices with 
Chromecast built-in. Prime Video will also become broadly available 
across the Android TV partner ecosystem, and YouTube’s sister apps 
— YouTube TV and YouTube Kids — will come to Fire TV later in the 
year. 
 
Google says YouTube users on Fire TV will be able to sign in, have full 
access to their library, and play videos in 4K HDR at 60 fps on 
supported devices. Prime Video app users, meanwhile, will be able to 
stream from the Prime Video catalog, including Amazon’s original 
programming, 4K videos, and access their Prime Video Channel 
subscriptions. They can also use Amazon’s X-Ray feature in the 
app. The truce follows several years of bad relations between the two 
tech giants, who compete across a number verticals — including their 
streaming TV platforms and services and, more recently, smart 
speakers like Echo and Google Home. 
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Chromecast devices and other Google hardware has been off and on 

banned from Amazon’s retail site, as a result of their 
disagreements. The companies in 2017 entered another feud — this 
time over Amazon’s implementation of a YouTube player on its Echo 
Show, which Google said it did without consultation. It pulled Amazon’s 
access from YouTube, then Amazon worked around the problem by 
sending Echo users to the YouTube homepage instead. Today, many 
of Google’s hardware devices are still unavailable for sale on Amazon, 
including its smart speakers and other smart home devices, which are 
direct competitors with Amazon products, like Echo. (A search for 
“google home mini,” for example, displays Sponsored Listings and 
Best Seller recommendations for Amazon’s Echo Dot instead.)  
 
None of this is good for consumers, of course — especially because 
the two customer bases overlap. Someone who has a Chromecast 
may want to watch videos on Prime Video, for example, or shop 
Google products on Amazon.com. And everyone watches 
YouTube. The new agreement will only focus on streaming services, 
we understand. It won’t impact Amazon.com’s assortment or other 
concerns around hardware. Amazon has a history of anti-competitive 
behavior when it comes to dealing with rivals. The retailer, for years, 
was at odds with Apple until finally coming to an agreement in 2017 to 
allow the Prime Video app on Apple TV and the Apple TV to return to 

Amazon.  
 
In the end, these back-and-forth battles backfired on all involved. Roku 
emerged as the dominant streaming platform in the U.S., as it played a 
neutral role and supported all apps and services equally. Amazon has 

only begun to catch up, thanks to price cuts on Fire TV hardware and 
fairly popular underground community focused on using its “firesticks” 

for piracy. “We are excited to work with Amazon to launch the official 
YouTube apps on Fire TV devices worldwide,” said Heather Rivera, 
Global Head of Product Partnerships at YouTube, in a statement. 
“Bringing our flagship YouTube experience to Amazon Fire TV gives 
our users even more ways to watch the videos and creators they 
love.” “We’re excited to bring the Prime Video app to Chromecast and 
Android TV devices, and to give our customers convenient access to 
the shows and movies they love,” added Andrew Bennett, Head of 
Worldwide Business Development for Prime Video. “Whether watching 
the latest season of The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel, catching teams go 
head-to-head on Thursday Night Football or renting a new-release 
movie, customers will have even more ways to stream what they want, 
whenever they want, no matter where they are.” – TechCrunch   
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