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Service Electric Cablevision is offering 90 days of free internet service to 

students and teachers who do not already subscribe to the SECV 

internet.  
 
General manager Samuel Haulman made the announcement to the 

media on Wednesday. This offer includes the 40M x 4M tier of Internet 

service, along with a free cable modem rental. It applies only to new 

customers that have not subscribed to SECV Internet service within the 

last 60 days and other restrictions may apply.  
 
“Self-installation is required with the assistance of a technician outside 

the residence to ensure the safety of our employees," said Haulman. "All 

new customers must provide written proof of their child’s current 

enrollment at a local school in SECV’s service area. All teachers must 

reside in SECV’s service area and provide evidence of current 

employment status.” 
 
For more information or to enroll in the eLearning offer, please have 

students or teachers call us at 877-955-7328. 
 
Service Electric’s manager Tim Trently said several school districts and 

parochial schools can take advantage of the offer. They include 

Hazleton Area, Tamaqua Area, Mahanoy Area, Shenandoah Valley, 

North Schuylkill and St. Clair Area school districts and Marian Catholic 

High School and Holy Family Academy. “We’re offering our 40 meg 

internet for anybody who doesn’t have it so they can have something 

to do this e-learning with,” Trently said. 
 
Since schools closed March 16, students and teachers have been trying 

to keep learning by pointing out resources and sharing lessons online. In 

the Hazleton Area School District, many of the 11,515 students lack 

access to the internet. When Kenneth Briggs, the district’s director of 

technology, reached out, Service Electric responded, Hazleton Area 

Superintendent Brian Uplinger said. Hazleton Area has provided 

resources from which students can study online 

at https://www.hasdk12.org/Domain/1725.  “Teachers will be available 

to support students through this process through means available to 

them and to you,” Uplinger said in a letter to parents and students on 
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March 25, “If you are contacted by a teacher (either via e-mail, phone, 

or any other mode), please respond.” Starting this week, Hazleton Area 

students began reviewing what they learned and using materials that 

will enrich their education.  
 
For parents of students in special education, Hazleton Area posted a 

letter on its website explaining how the district will work with them during 

the pandemic. “All Special Education students will be offered access to 

educational opportunities during the ongoing school closure,” the letter 

said. “Additionally, case managers will contact parents/guardians to 

discuss any accommodations that may be needed for students to 

access these opportunities.” 
 
The offerings are optional, not assigned work, and will not be 

graded. Also, special education caseworkers will arrange conferences 

by video link or telephone. Faculty teams will complete individualized 

education programs, re-evaluations and initial evaluations by current 

due dates to the extent possible. Students will return to their existing 

special education placements when school resumes, the letter said. 
 
In the Weatherly Area School District, where students resumed classwork 

from home this week, Superintendent Teresa Young said Atlantic 

Broadband offered internet connections to students for two months 

during the pandemic. Young had five Jetpacks that provide internet to 

homes in her office on Tuesday. “I am just waiting for new SIM cards to 

be delivered, which was to be today but because we have no one 

manning the doors, it makes it hard to get a delivery,” she said in an 

email on Tuesday. “I am told that the remaining hot spots are being 

shipped out tomorrow so if everything goes well, we should have all 

families that needed internet services set up by the end of next week.” 
 
Families taking advantage of Service Electric’s offer will have to hook up 

their internet, with help from a company technician who will guide them 

through the process but stay outside the home to avoid spreading the 

virus. – Hazleton Standard-Speaker, Sunbury Daily Item  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Auditor General Eugene DePasquale said he will follow up with the 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission to ensure no customers’ utilities 

are shut off during the statewide coronavirus emergency. Seasonal 

restrictions on service terminations typically end April 1, but the Public 

Utility Commission last month issued an emergency order that halts 

service shut-offs for as long as Gov. Wolf’s emergency declaration 

remains in effect. “Many Pennsylvanians are suddenly facing 

unprecedented financial challenges due to the pandemic,” 

DePasquale said. “Right now, all utility companies need to be more 

flexible with customers. I’m pleased that the PUC acted quickly to 

ensure that no customer is left without vital utility services during this 

crisis.” 
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DePasquale noted that the Public Utility Commission’s order does not 

excuse customers from paying their bills; it is designed to keep service in 

place while customers make formal payment arrangements with utility 

providers. “Importantly, customers must make payment arrangements 

by contacting their utility providers,” DePasquale said. “The PUC’s order 

is meant to help struggling consumers meet their obligations without 

fear of being left in the dark.” 
 
To make payment arrangements, consumers should work directly with 

their utility providers. To learn more about the order, visit the 

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission online 

at  puc.state.pa.us. – WHTM-TV, Harrisburg  
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Google will help public health officials use its vast storage of data to 

track people’s movements amid the  coronavirus pandemic, in what 

the company called an effort to assist in unprecedented times. The 

initiative, introduced by the company late Thursday, uses a portion of 

the information that the search giant has collected on users, including 

through Google Maps, to create reports on the degree to which locales 

are abiding by social-distancing measures. The “mobility reports” will be 

posted publicly and show, for instance, whether particular localities, 

states or countries are seeing more or less people flow into shops, 

grocery stores, pharmacies and parks.  
 
The data goes down to the county level in the U.S. Figures will be 

presented as percentage changes, rather than precise totals, and will 

only apply to broad categories of location types. Other companies are 

also providing location data to government officials, who are 

scrambling to formulate responses to the pandemic, but Google 

controls perhaps the most detailed dossiers on smartphone and internet 

users. The company has said it wants to help stem the coronavirus’s 

spread but also doesn’t want to be seen as infringing on user privacy.  
 
Google’s “community Covid-19 mobility reports” will use anonymized 

historical data, with a lag of two or three days, and cover 131 countries, 

according to the company. The company says: “Ultimately, 

understanding not only whether people are traveling, but also trends in 
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destinations, can help officials design guidance to protect public health 

and essential needs of communities.” Google said it consulted with the 

World Health Organization and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention on the new tool. 
 
The effort is just a fraction of what Google has on tap for the global 

pandemic. The Wall Street Journal has reported that the Alphabet Inc. 

unit is among companies that have cooperated with a White House 

task force looking at controversial technologies  such as individual 

location tracking to enforce distancing guidelines. Such technologies 

that have been effective in some countries are out of bounds in many 

democracies because of privacy concerns.  
 
Alphabet’s closely held Verily division is also running a handful of testing 

sites in Northern California in an unusual private-public partnership 

touted by President Trump early last month. A Verily website screens 

patients with certain symptoms and directs them to drive-through 

testing locations. Earlier this week, five U.S. senators pressed for more 

information on those testing sites, particularly the search giant’s 

requirement that patients must create or use a Google account to 

participate in the program. – Wall Street Journal 
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Q: Question about KDKA’s newly launched CBSN Pittsburgh. The launch 

seems pretty premature to me. In other markets, the CBSN format has its 

own studio or set, and has frequently updated content produced just 

for it. But KDKA seems to be just cutting and fitting in existing KDKA 

newscasts to work on CBSN. I guess my point is, why launch with just 

KDKA newscasts when you could already watch KDKA newscasts on 

their website? -TYLER, PENN HILLS 
 
Rob: I agree that it’s odd that other than breaking news, like COVID-19 

county press conferences, KDKA is not producing original programming 

for CBSN Pittsburgh as far as I can tell and based on what was 

announced at launch.  KDKA-TV news director Kathy Hostetter did not 

respond to an e-mail on the subject.  
 
Tyler is correct that in some other markets, local stations are producing 

content specifically for their local iteration of CBSN. The New York 

version launched in December 2018 with three hours of original, just-for-

CBSN programming. I don’t know if the approach to CBSN has changed 

since then based on early experience but it seems possible: Recently-

launched CBSN Denver and CBSN Philadelphia had no original 

programming mentioned in their launch announcements which looked 

pretty identical to CBSN Pittsburgh. – Rob Owen’s “TV Q&A” column 

in Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  
________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sequestered at home, Clout finally got around to reading the 101-page 

“final adjudication” from the State Ethics Commission, released in March 

after a nearly three-year investigation of state Rep. Brian Sims, a 

Philadelphia Democrat. Long story short: The commission fined Sims $750 

for technical violations after he failed to report income from a speaking 

engagement and his membership on a board. Sims was cleared of 

more serious allegations that he improperly solicited speaker fees and 

used his state staff to arrange those events.  
 
The report details a dispute Sims had in 2015 with Wawa, which gave 

him his first job as a teenager, after the company asked him to lead a 

LGBT diversity training class in 2015. A Wawa executive, in an email, 

complained about Sims proposing a $6,000 fee for the training. “Frankly, 
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we have never been charged to have one of our representatives come 

to talk to us so this is very new to us,” the executive wrote. She doubled 

down in a follow-up, writing she had “never heard of a current ‘public 

servant’ charging.” 
 
Sims was not having it, according to the report, writing in an email to an 

intermediary: “This is bull----. I don’t represent Wawa. I represent Center 

City Philadelphia. A place, I might add, that they all have pulled out of 

about five years ago …" Wawa, we should note, has since returned to 

Center City, opening several stores.  
 
Sims, the general assembly’s first openly gay legislator, said his diversity 

training work is no different from House colleagues who also have law 

practices or work as accountants. He told Clout he once again has a 

good working relationship with Wawa, which eventually paid him 

$2,500. “They came around to it," he said. "And I’m glad they did. It was 

a really good training." – Chris Brennan's "Clout" colum in Philadelphia 

Daily News  
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