
BCAP’s discounted group rate at Kalahari expires next Friday, April 5!!! 
Click here to reserve your room today!  

 

 

 

CONFIRM YOUR SPONSORSHIP, REGISTRATION AND EXHIBIT  
 

 

 

 

April 3, 2019 
 

Politico 
Trump 
administration at 
war with itself over 
5G airwaves 
 
Fierce Video  
NBC Sports 
interactive sports 
betting broadcasts 
head to Philadelphia  
 
New York Times 
Media Companies 
Take a Big Gamble 
on Apple 
 
CNBC  
Banning Netflix from 
Oscars could break 
law, DoJ warns 

The restoration of net neutrality rules — controversially rescinded by 
the Federal Communications Commission two years ago — should be 
a no-brainer for Congress. Thanks to a bill authored by Rep. Mike 
Doyle, D-Forest Hills, such a reality may soon be in hand. 
 
Net neutrality is the idea that internet service providers should treat all 
data they process the same. Particular websites, apps or services 
should not be offered preferential treatment for speed or availability. 
This concept had been codified in the 2015 Open Internet Order, a law 
that was debated, discussed and refined over more than a decade. 
 
But current FCC Chairman Ajit Pai spearheaded a successful effort to 
overturn the rules in 2017, arguing that regulation of the internet was 
limiting innovation and growth. The move was met with widespread 
criticism from the general public and technical experts. 
 
A poll taken by the University of Maryland’s Program for Public 
Consultation at the time of the repeal found that 83 percent of voters 
supported net neutrality. That included 89 percent of Democrats, 75 
percent of Republicans and 86 percent of Independents. Meanwhile, 
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technical evidence contradicting Mr. Pai’s claims that net neutrality 
limited internet growth, submitted by hundreds of computer scientists 
and advocacy groups like the Electronic Frontier Foundation, was 
ignored. 
 
What’s more, evidence emerged that the public comment period on Mr. 
Pai’s proposal had been tampered with. Hundreds of thousands of 
comments arguing against net neutrality were found to have been 
made using stolen names and addresses. It seems clear that objective 
data and widespread public opinion were deliberately swept aside 
when Mr. Pai moved ahead with the repeal of the FCC’s net neutrality 
rules. But now, Mr. Doyle’s Save the Internet Act is attempting to 
restore those same rules, meant to, as Mr. Doyle describes it, “put a 
cop back on the beat to protect consumers, small business and 
competitors from unjust and unreasonable practice by internet service 
providers.”  
 
This commonsense legislation would recodify an ethical practice that 
protects consumers from corporate malfeasance and ensures that all 
information is equally accessible online, without fear of internet service 
providers limiting access. “Opponents of this legislation need to ask 
themselves, what are the unjust and unreasonable practices that they 
want ISPs to be allowed to engage in, and why would we want to allow 
such practices,” Mr. Doyle said in a public statement. 
 
Mr. Doyle’s bill still faces an up-hill battle. Though it was recently 
approved by the House Energy and Commerce Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Communications and Technology, it must still clear a 
broader House vote and the Senate, and the president must be willing 
to sign it. Analysts fear that the notorious influence of 
telecommunications companies in Washington could be an 
insurmountable roadblock along that path. 
 
There are back-up plans, such as a lawsuit filed against the FCC by 22 
state attorneys general, including Pennsylvania’s Josh Shapiro. But it 
would be far more meaningful for Congress, which is supposed to 
reflect the will of people, to restore net neutrality. It is a sound policy 
with widespread support and there is no good reason it should not be 
in place. – Pittsburgh Post-Gazette editorial  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Legislation that would allow news publishers to team up on 
negotiations with tech giants such as Alphabet Inc.’s Google and 
Facebook Inc. didn’t advance very far in the last Congress. Now, its 
backers are hoping the latest version, which is expected to be 
introduced Wednesday, will gain momentum in a Democratic-
controlled House and draw bipartisan support. 
 
The Journalism Competition and Preservation Act is sponsored by 
Rep. David Cicilline (D., R.I.), chairman of the House antitrust 
subcommittee, and Rep. Doug Collins (R., Ga.). News publishers have 
struggled to make money on digital ads, partly because of the 
dominance of Facebook and Google. Antitrust law bars the news 
companies from working together in negotiations with the tech 
platforms.  
 
The bill would give publishers a 48-month safe harbor from those rules, 
during which they would be free to work together to push their case on 
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issues from revenue splits to data-sharing to content-licensing. Mr. 
Cicilline said the urgency for such a measure was increasing. “Local 
media and local publishers are really on life support,” he said, pointing 
to news-industry data showing that publishers have lost more than $30 
billion in ad revenue since 2006 while Facebook and Google made 
more than $60 billion in ad revenue just last year alone. “You can see 
that because of their dominance in the marketplace, they are 
generating most of the revenue.” 
 
People familiar with Facebook’s thinking say that an antitrust 
exemption for publishers would likely harm consumers and fail to help 
the solve the business model problems that it is intending to help fix. A 
spokesman from Google declined to comment. A spokeswoman for the 
Computer and Communications Industry Association, a tech-industry 
advocacy group, said the association was waiting until the bill is 
introduced to comment. 
 
The legislation would have to clear many hurdles on Capitol Hill before 
becoming law; there is now no companion bill in the Senate. Mr. 
Cicilline said he and Mr. Collins intend to hold hearings about the plight 
of news publishers. Some Senate Republicans have indicated support 
for measures pushing back on the tech giants. Last month, Texas 
Republican Sen. Ted Cruz retweeted a complaint from Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren (D., Mass.) that Facebook had too much power over speech, 
saying, “She’s right.” 
 
In January, Missouri Republican Sen. Josh Hawley said he would be 
open to working with Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D., N.Y.) to 
investigate the power of big tech companies. Mr. Collins, the ranking 
Republican on the House Judiciary Committee, said rural communities 
had been particularly hard-hit by challenges to news publishers’ 
business model. He emphasized that his goal wasn’t “propping up a 
failed business model,” but rather providing “a level playing field so 
they can negotiate with these much larger essentially new companies 
that are causing an advertising drain.” 
 
David Chavern, the president of the News Media Alliance, the 
publishers advocacy group, said the bill could hold bipartisan appeal 
because it is “actually a fairly low-touch way” of striking back at the 
tech companies, in contrast to proposals from figures such as Ms. 
Warren, a Democratic presidential candidate, who advocate breaking 
up the tech companies altogether. Dow Jones, the publisher of The 
Wall Street Journal, is a member of the NMA. 
 
Mr. Collins said he didn’t support breaking up the tech companies, 
adding, “Simply being big is not bad.” Several publishers threw their 
support behind the bill. “I do think that no single news company has the 
scale to negotiate with most of the platforms,” said Neil Patel, publisher 
of The Daily Caller website, adding that the bill would “allow for 
business model innovation between publishers and platforms, which is 
something that’s been missing.” 
 
Josh Tyrangiel, a Vice Media executive who has held senior posts at 
Bloomberg and Time magazine, said he had watched the power in the 
industry steadily drift toward the platforms. “If we don’t start being 
serious, there won’t be small publishers left,” he said. Grant Moise, the 
publisher of the Dallas Morning News, said metro papers like his were 
among the hardest hit by the financial challenges, in part because the 



platforms’ control of user data has made it harder for publishers to sell 
ads and sign up digital subscribers. “They have the data,” he said. 
“When readers are coming to us through the platforms, our inability to 
directly market to them makes it extremely challenging to the 
business.” – Wall Street Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
Viacom Inc signed a content distribution agreement with T-Mobile US 
Inc, under which the media company’s brands including MTV and 
Nickelodeon would be available to the wireless carrier’s 80 million 
customers, the companies said on Wednesday. The deal enables T-
Mobile to bring together live feeds of Viacom’s channels as well as a 
broad range of on-demand content to T-Mobile’s customers.  
 
Last month, Viacom renewed its carriage contract with AT&T Inc, 
avoiding a blackout of MTV, Nickelodeon and Comedy Central for 
users of the telecom carrier’s pay TV service DirecTV. Viacom needed 
to resolve the AT&T contract before considering any other strategic 
moves, including a potential tie-up with CBS Corp, sources had told 
Reuters. Shares of Viacom were up 1.5 percent at $29.26 before the 
bell. – Reuters  

 

 

   

 

  

 


