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Federal regulators are moving to make changes in the allocation of 

public airwaves to boost the speed of Wi-Fi networks, but at the possible 

expense of broadcasters, telecommunications firms and others who 

want the bandwidth for their business. 
 
The Federal Communications Commission said Wednesday it will vote 

April 23 on allowing Wi-Fi devices to access a wider swath of airwaves 

than they currently use. If the agency approves the policy change as 

expected, consumers could start feeling the impact of the new 

superfast Wi-Fi as soon as late 2020. “By doing this, we would effectively 

increase the amount of spectrum available for Wi-Fi almost by a factor 

of five,” FCC Chairman Ajit Pai said in a statement Wednesday. “This 

would be a huge benefit to consumers and innovators across the 

nation.” 
 
Silicon Valley has been lobbying for the move, saying access to more 

radio frequency spectrum will pave the way for faster home or office 

internet and expand opportunities for technologies such as virtual 

reality. The new airwaves could boost demand for both software and 

connected devices, in a boon for Facebook Inc., Apple Inc., and other 

tech giants as well as manufacturers of chips, semiconductors, and 

other equipment. But the change is being opposed by broadcasters, 

utilities and other companies that currently use the airwaves in question, 

known as the 6 gigahertz band, for beaming video signals or monitoring 

electric grids. 
 
T-Mobile US Inc. and other telecommunications firms are also losing out. 

They had hoped to win exclusive rights to some of the airwaves as they 

build out cellular 5G networks. Manufacturers have told the FCC that 

with the new rules, devices such as faster Wi-Fi routers could be 

available by the Christmas 2020 shopping season, an FCC official 

said. Americans currently seeing slower Wi-Fi at home due to heavy use 

during the coronavirus pandemic might not have that problem if the 

FCC rules were in place now, the official said. “Once all the rules are in 

place, products can move relatively quickly,” Blair Levin, an analyst at 

New Street Research, wrote in a note to clients this week about the 

expected FCC move. 
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Radio frequency spectrum, like real estate, is in limited supply. The FCC 

sets the rules for how companies may use it. The move announced 

Wednesday would make 1200 megahertz of spectrum available for so-

called unlicensed use, meaning any device can transmit as long as it 

meets the FCC’s technical specifications. That is a far larger swath of 

airwaves than is currently available for Wi-Fi routers and other 

equipment. 
 
Last year, tech companies wrote to the FCC warning that without 

access to the 6 GHz band, Wi-Fi networks would become 

congested. “Multiple studies have demonstrated that the country 

requires a substantial increase in unlicensed spectrum resources just to 

keep pace with demand and deliver the important new capabilities of 

today’s wireless technologies to consumers,” said the comment letter 

from Apple, Cisco Systems Inc., Facebook, Alphabet Inc.’s Google, Intel 

Corp., Qualcomm Inc., and others. 
 
Large telecommunications carriers such as Verizon 

Communications Inc. and T-Mobile had urged the FCC to earmark 

some of the 6 GHz band for licensed use, as opposed to making the 

entire swath of spectrum available for use without a license. That could 

have allowed them to claim it for their own 5G networks. The FCC says it 

is making other spectrum available that carriers can use for cellular 5G 

networks. The agency envisions faster Wi-Fi devices combining with 5G 
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networks to upgrade internet speeds across the U.S. in the coming 

years. 
 
Utility companies and broadcasters had urged the FCC to be cautious 

in changing rules for the 6 GHz band. They said allowing Wi-Fi devices 

on those airwaves could interfere with current uses, such as beaming 

news broadcasts from a truck or monitoring electric grids and 

pipelines. The FCC says it is addressing those concerns through 

technical requirements designed to prevent interference between 

devices. Rules for using the airwaves will be different for devices 

operating indoors and outdoors. – Wall Street Journal  
_____________________________________________________  
 
AT&T Inc. tapped Pittsburgh native and former Hulu boss Jason Kilar as 

chief executive of its WarnerMedia unit, which houses HBO, CNN and 

the soon-to-launch streaming service HBO Max. Mr. Kilar succeeds John 

Stankey, 57 years old, who last year gained an additional title as AT&T’s 

chief operating officer, putting him in line to succeed company Chief 

Executive Randall Stephenson. Mr. Kilar will report to Mr. Stankey. 
 
The hiring of Mr. Kilar, 48, indicates how important the streaming-video 

business will be for WarnerMedia in the months ahead. Mr. Kilar was the 

founding chief executive of Hulu, the streaming service that is now 

controlled by Walt Disney Co. “Jason is going to be a key executive,” 

Mr. Stankey said in an interview, adding that Mr. Kilar’s expertise in 

software will be crucial for AT&T to “unify our roadmaps of advertising, 

media and communications.” 
 
WarnerMedia plans to launch HBO Max late next month after more than 

a year of development. The effort faces a host of challenges, from 

persuading cable-television partners to promote the new application to 

attracting customers in a market crowded with competing services from 

Amazon.com Inc., Apple Inc., Comcast Corp. and Disney, among 

others.  HBO Max  will offer the premium cable channel’s existing library 

of movies and TV series combined with a new set of original 

programming, as well as popular older shows such as “Friends” and 

“South Park.”  
 
The company decided to charge $15 a month for the new product—

the same as basic HBO today—to lure more viewers to an app that will 

form the foundation of WarnerMedia’s subscription and advertising 

strategy. It is free for current HBO subscribers, though existing customers 

must proactively log into a new app. A new challenge might be 

persuading budget-conscious consumers to splurge on a new service at 

a time of economic uncertainty because of the effect of the novel 

coronavirus. 
 
The virus has also ground  production of movies and television shows  to 

a halt, meaning that the pipeline of original content for HBO Max will be 

slowed as it will for other entertainment platforms. While Mr. Kilar is 

experienced in the streaming world, there are other parts of the 

company whose operations he has less familiarity with, including CNN 

and Warner Bros. Both of those units will report to him.  
 
In an interview, Mr. Kilar said, “there will absolutely be a learning curve” 

with regards to CNN and Warner Bros. He praised Jeff Zucker and Ann 

Sarnoff, who respectively oversee those units. “My job is to listen and be 

supportive.” Mr. Kilar was CEO of Hulu from its formation in 2007 until 

2013. Prior to that he held senior roles at Amazon including senior vice 

president of world-wide application software. He also co-founded the 
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streaming service Vessel and was on the board of DreamWorks 

Animation. – Wall Street Journal   
_____________________________________________________  
  
Former FCC commish Rob McDowell tweeted Wednesday that he’s 

back home after a second hospitalization. “”#COVID19 almost killed 

me last week. [Your] prayers saved my life. Thank you. I’m so #grateful.” 

McDowell had spent three days at the hospital battling pneumonia and 

what was then presumed to be COVID-19. Shortly after coming home, 

he returned to the hospital on March 23. – Cablefax    
 

 

   

 

  

 


