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AT&T, Comcast, Verizon and other telecom giants want to tamp down 
on the scourge of robocalls. Americans are getting bombarded with 
unwanted phone calls about everything from fake charities and security 
services to fraudulent tax collectors. More than 47.8 billion robocalls 

were made in 2018 alone, both legal and illegal — a 57% increase 
over the previous year, according to YouMail, a third-party robocall 
blocking software company. New voice-masking technologies cold also 
be making the calls more dangerous.  
 
Verizon plans to make its spam detection and blocking app free for its 
wireless customers in the next few days. AT&T and Comcast also 
recently announced that they tested a new tool for identifying "spoofed" 
calls, which have allowed robocallers use fake numbers. Most major 
telecom companies plan to put the new technology to use by the end 
of the year. 
 
Comedian John Oliver, host of HBO's "Last Week Tonight," blasted 
regulators during his show earlier this month for not doing more to 
combat the issue. He pledged to hound the US Federal 
Communications Commission with robocalls of his own design until 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QhjBuI_1ms20q6VNEARocdaHCeLfauIyb9gtT04XpTdX8ZX0eSNK6YzsHnB_N6bNlbjQnpSqg8sF6a8tNAigpo9gmHBV4jlwpH4j1-BmRVXHeSEkc1BeFLuV0iNa0ofI3EeD3aMfSwFYeYUbIB5dxwM=&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QhjBuI_1ms20q6VNEARocdaHCeLfauIyb9gtT04XpTdX8ZX0eSNK6YzsHnB_N6bNlbjQnpSqg8sF6a8tNAigpo9gmHBV4jlwpH4j1-BmRVXHeSEkc1BeFLuV0iNa0ofI3EeD3aMfSwFYeYUbIB5dxwM=&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69Qil6hDPJD2YJYvUGm3hEdyUyCvc0LCmxtJEth5BzDF2892p-WPyKQDqLqa83lIqaRDhb43WNH4yLezLL3fDXD-Ln9PgOl8D4H0YGvvjESWaC&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69Qil6hDPJD2YJYvUGm3hEdyUyCvc0LCmxtJEth5BzDF2892p-WPyKQDqLqa83lIqaRDhb43WNH4yLezLL3fDXD-Ln9PgOl8D4H0YGvvjESWaC&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69Qil6hDPJD2YJT1K2jCPqPxk8ItnvZCQtpSlcxr56Zlq5NpfaaMszuWruFxAOSjCyuCTakZa5Uxkgt-xtPcgVyzoooSSQsMX460G6HYha3bh1&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69Qil6hDPJD2YJT1K2jCPqPxk8ItnvZCQtpSlcxr56Zlq5NpfaaMszuWruFxAOSjCyuCTakZa5Uxkgt-xtPcgVyzoooSSQsMX460G6HYha3bh1&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69Qil6hDPJD2YJVgBsDNNBiUkMqpQKnWcP8idWEOd1vHM2Ldt5zOF3EtPW-KaJjtUFN_2n7dn64qw4pAsQu-L8PxcnEx0jti6L_BTVdIG-t5W4&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69Qil6hDPJD2YJVgBsDNNBiUkMqpQKnWcP8idWEOd1vHM2Ldt5zOF3EtPW-KaJjtUFN_2n7dn64qw4pAsQu-L8PxcnEx0jti6L_BTVdIG-t5W4&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGd467n9sMGHiIh1uRExLbXTwSO6OWpXMtuce4c24IHTRp2A8In8SfEtaszlBmoWVeA3t0co0KHiJzMk-q8gkNBvy9ZeekNzDHK8gUXUe4nvmLijwjp9mMP_EogVy8OjKY&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGd467n9sMGHiIh1uRExLbXTwSO6OWpXMtuce4c24IHTRp2A8In8SfEtaszlBmoWVeA3t0co0KHiJzMk-q8gkNBvy9ZeekNzDHK8gUXUe4nvmLijwjp9mMP_EogVy8OjKY&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGd467n9sMGHiIh1uRExLbXTwSO6OWpXMtuce4c24IHTRp2A8In8SfEtaszlBmoWVeA3t0co0KHiJzMk-q8gkNBvy9ZeekNzDHK8gUXUe4nvmLijwjp9mMP_EogVy8OjKY&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGd467n9sMGHiIh1uRExLbXTwSO6OWpXMtuce4c24IHTRp2A8In8SfEtaszlBmoWVeA3t0co0KHiJzMk-q8gkNBvy9ZeekNzDHK8gUXUe4nvmLijwjp9mMP_EogVy8OjKY&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGd467n9sMGHiIh1uRExLbXTwSO6OWpXMtuce4c24IHTRp2A8In8SfEtaszlBmoWVeA3t0co0KHiJzMk-q8gkNBvy9ZeekNzDHK8gUXUe4nvmLijwjp9mMP_EogVy8OjKY&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGd467n9sMGHiIh1uRExLbXTwSO6OWpXMtuce4c24IHTRp2A8In8SfEtaszlBmoWVeA3t0co0KHiJzMk-q8gkNBvy9ZeekNzDHK8gUXUe4nvmLijwjp9mMP_EogVy8OjKY&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGd467n9sMGHiIh1uRExLbXTwSO6OWpXMtuce4c24IHTRp2A8In8SfEtaszlBmoWVeA3t0co0KHiJzMk-q8gkNBvy9ZeekNzDHK8gUXUe4nvmLijwjp9mMP_EogVy8OjKY&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGd467n9sMGHiIh1uRExLbXTwSO6OWpXMtuce4c24IHTRp2A8In8SfEtaszlBmoWVeA3t0co0KHiJzMk-q8gkNBvy9ZeekNzDHK8gUXUe4nvmLijwjp9mMP_EogVy8OjKY&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGd467n9sMGHiIh1uRExLbXTwSO6OWpXMtuce4c24IHTRp2A8In8SfEtaszlBmoWVeA3t0co0KHiJzMk-q8gkNBvy9ZeekNzDHK8gUXUe4nvmLijwjp9mMP_EogVy8OjKY&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGd467n9sMGHiIh1uRExLbXTwSO6OWpXMtuce4c24IHTRp2A8In8SfEtaszlBmoWVeA3t0co0KHiJzMk-q8gkNBvy9ZeekNzDHK8gUXUe4nvmLijwjp9mMP_EogVy8OjKY&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGvu5RDGFGsSrjls_rZqeHakwvTe1oel5yBbqw0zxV124D21qfiXlW0vX700CLIP_sHDT19Qq2LqyFQpslV8HdNTl0bgleZgoap7JSG8ceCAotWYzHSJ2kGgSZP0HcSbS49aEWmkqNCseN9_BFnPh79pRRIsI8k0fsawTslSVK0o_9QgmZlHH8Bg==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGvu5RDGFGsSrjls_rZqeHakwvTe1oel5yBbqw0zxV124D21qfiXlW0vX700CLIP_sHDT19Qq2LqyFQpslV8HdNTl0bgleZgoap7JSG8ceCAotWYzHSJ2kGgSZP0HcSbS49aEWmkqNCseN9_BFnPh79pRRIsI8k0fsawTslSVK0o_9QgmZlHH8Bg==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGvu5RDGFGsSrjls_rZqeHakwvTe1oel5yBbqw0zxV124D21qfiXlW0vX700CLIP_sHDT19Qq2LqyFQpslV8HdNTl0bgleZgoap7JSG8ceCAotWYzHSJ2kGgSZP0HcSbS49aEWmkqNCseN9_BFnPh79pRRIsI8k0fsawTslSVK0o_9QgmZlHH8Bg==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGvu5RDGFGsSrjls_rZqeHakwvTe1oel5yBbqw0zxV124D21qfiXlW0vX700CLIP_sHDT19Qq2LqyFQpslV8HdNTl0bgleZgoap7JSG8ceCAotWYzHSJ2kGgSZP0HcSbS49aEWmkqNCseN9_BFnPh79pRRIsI8k0fsawTslSVK0o_9QgmZlHH8Bg==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGvu5RDGFGsSrjls_rZqeHakwvTe1oel5yBbqw0zxV124D21qfiXlW0vX700CLIP_sHDT19Qq2LqyFQpslV8HdNTl0bgleZgoap7JSG8ceCAotWYzHSJ2kGgSZP0HcSbS49aEWmkqNCseN9_BFnPh79pRRIsI8k0fsawTslSVK0o_9QgmZlHH8Bg==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGvu5RDGFGsSrjls_rZqeHakwvTe1oel5yBbqw0zxV124D21qfiXlW0vX700CLIP_sHDT19Qq2LqyFQpslV8HdNTl0bgleZgoap7JSG8ceCAotWYzHSJ2kGgSZP0HcSbS49aEWmkqNCseN9_BFnPh79pRRIsI8k0fsawTslSVK0o_9QgmZlHH8Bg==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMG4v14HzFkivbEr26HLzyZ3C_NUTm2lv9dskPiBvE3pFufU3kSt07WH6Uu0IHddy36F4ikorToeKaX7cJ6sI3UtVkAZ8tYuCn96SqQbP5wCm19-dCbOsAd96J_fKmaQrZSjv_1pbCJ0bol7FMgyrxB8NPYFbjAC1RszMbjd-W5sqhLOH8e2Jr2rf8gfdSi_GPzPnYk35mzgvX7csBeb8mWJk-ypKn2_WpvQCwnMAYYxgE=&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMG4v14HzFkivbEr26HLzyZ3C_NUTm2lv9dskPiBvE3pFufU3kSt07WH6Uu0IHddy36F4ikorToeKaX7cJ6sI3UtVkAZ8tYuCn96SqQbP5wCm19-dCbOsAd96J_fKmaQrZSjv_1pbCJ0bol7FMgyrxB8NPYFbjAC1RszMbjd-W5sqhLOH8e2Jr2rf8gfdSi_GPzPnYk35mzgvX7csBeb8mWJk-ypKn2_WpvQCwnMAYYxgE=&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMG4v14HzFkivbEr26HLzyZ3C_NUTm2lv9dskPiBvE3pFufU3kSt07WH6Uu0IHddy36F4ikorToeKaX7cJ6sI3UtVkAZ8tYuCn96SqQbP5wCm19-dCbOsAd96J_fKmaQrZSjv_1pbCJ0bol7FMgyrxB8NPYFbjAC1RszMbjd-W5sqhLOH8e2Jr2rf8gfdSi_GPzPnYk35mzgvX7csBeb8mWJk-ypKn2_WpvQCwnMAYYxgE=&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMG4v14HzFkivbEr26HLzyZ3C_NUTm2lv9dskPiBvE3pFufU3kSt07WH6Uu0IHddy36F4ikorToeKaX7cJ6sI3UtVkAZ8tYuCn96SqQbP5wCm19-dCbOsAd96J_fKmaQrZSjv_1pbCJ0bol7FMgyrxB8NPYFbjAC1RszMbjd-W5sqhLOH8e2Jr2rf8gfdSi_GPzPnYk35mzgvX7csBeb8mWJk-ypKn2_WpvQCwnMAYYxgE=&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMG4v14HzFkivbEr26HLzyZ3C_NUTm2lv9dskPiBvE3pFufU3kSt07WH6Uu0IHddy36F4ikorToeKaX7cJ6sI3UtVkAZ8tYuCn96SqQbP5wCm19-dCbOsAd96J_fKmaQrZSjv_1pbCJ0bol7FMgyrxB8NPYFbjAC1RszMbjd-W5sqhLOH8e2Jr2rf8gfdSi_GPzPnYk35mzgvX7csBeb8mWJk-ypKn2_WpvQCwnMAYYxgE=&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMG4v14HzFkivbEr26HLzyZ3C_NUTm2lv9dskPiBvE3pFufU3kSt07WH6Uu0IHddy36F4ikorToeKaX7cJ6sI3UtVkAZ8tYuCn96SqQbP5wCm19-dCbOsAd96J_fKmaQrZSjv_1pbCJ0bol7FMgyrxB8NPYFbjAC1RszMbjd-W5sqhLOH8e2Jr2rf8gfdSi_GPzPnYk35mzgvX7csBeb8mWJk-ypKn2_WpvQCwnMAYYxgE=&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMG4v14HzFkivbEr26HLzyZ3C_NUTm2lv9dskPiBvE3pFufU3kSt07WH6Uu0IHddy36F4ikorToeKaX7cJ6sI3UtVkAZ8tYuCn96SqQbP5wCm19-dCbOsAd96J_fKmaQrZSjv_1pbCJ0bol7FMgyrxB8NPYFbjAC1RszMbjd-W5sqhLOH8e2Jr2rf8gfdSi_GPzPnYk35mzgvX7csBeb8mWJk-ypKn2_WpvQCwnMAYYxgE=&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMG4v14HzFkivbEr26HLzyZ3C_NUTm2lv9dskPiBvE3pFufU3kSt07WH6Uu0IHddy36F4ikorToeKaX7cJ6sI3UtVkAZ8tYuCn96SqQbP5wCm19-dCbOsAd96J_fKmaQrZSjv_1pbCJ0bol7FMgyrxB8NPYFbjAC1RszMbjd-W5sqhLOH8e2Jr2rf8gfdSi_GPzPnYk35mzgvX7csBeb8mWJk-ypKn2_WpvQCwnMAYYxgE=&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGv54m5c33eos1VgqZ2f7bWkHO4X0twJvbIccppAosXEAzgv1eZyAQ6gj4kDIfFYHGRf4sfPH3Hvk0IUc2BmSzc1uN2Zw0gaJiXMVqrZNZUKtUW4_64pY3oIacD09o4lC_Hc06ADd2flR3XqM4R3Fs1bNMUiQnledCvxRBPCuyKcfY-GSh4FhItA==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGv54m5c33eos1VgqZ2f7bWkHO4X0twJvbIccppAosXEAzgv1eZyAQ6gj4kDIfFYHGRf4sfPH3Hvk0IUc2BmSzc1uN2Zw0gaJiXMVqrZNZUKtUW4_64pY3oIacD09o4lC_Hc06ADd2flR3XqM4R3Fs1bNMUiQnledCvxRBPCuyKcfY-GSh4FhItA==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGv54m5c33eos1VgqZ2f7bWkHO4X0twJvbIccppAosXEAzgv1eZyAQ6gj4kDIfFYHGRf4sfPH3Hvk0IUc2BmSzc1uN2Zw0gaJiXMVqrZNZUKtUW4_64pY3oIacD09o4lC_Hc06ADd2flR3XqM4R3Fs1bNMUiQnledCvxRBPCuyKcfY-GSh4FhItA==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGv54m5c33eos1VgqZ2f7bWkHO4X0twJvbIccppAosXEAzgv1eZyAQ6gj4kDIfFYHGRf4sfPH3Hvk0IUc2BmSzc1uN2Zw0gaJiXMVqrZNZUKtUW4_64pY3oIacD09o4lC_Hc06ADd2flR3XqM4R3Fs1bNMUiQnledCvxRBPCuyKcfY-GSh4FhItA==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGv54m5c33eos1VgqZ2f7bWkHO4X0twJvbIccppAosXEAzgv1eZyAQ6gj4kDIfFYHGRf4sfPH3Hvk0IUc2BmSzc1uN2Zw0gaJiXMVqrZNZUKtUW4_64pY3oIacD09o4lC_Hc06ADd2flR3XqM4R3Fs1bNMUiQnledCvxRBPCuyKcfY-GSh4FhItA==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGv54m5c33eos1VgqZ2f7bWkHO4X0twJvbIccppAosXEAzgv1eZyAQ6gj4kDIfFYHGRf4sfPH3Hvk0IUc2BmSzc1uN2Zw0gaJiXMVqrZNZUKtUW4_64pY3oIacD09o4lC_Hc06ADd2flR3XqM4R3Fs1bNMUiQnledCvxRBPCuyKcfY-GSh4FhItA==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGRf-oEg_FkFIWQEESyx2sRTnGaCKJOb8KXJVglhWF_0yycZ7UvR6TmtbYeudLqHRofSmP5a0DbgOUG32rVqd9mkEPlFB3FKJPmfytusK1dQJGt0_jQo0i_BLBeDe2hOSNWPa_clozh9Ldx-wUfwAyuBOZEUNwdxCP&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGRf-oEg_FkFIWQEESyx2sRTnGaCKJOb8KXJVglhWF_0yycZ7UvR6TmtbYeudLqHRofSmP5a0DbgOUG32rVqd9mkEPlFB3FKJPmfytusK1dQJGt0_jQo0i_BLBeDe2hOSNWPa_clozh9Ldx-wUfwAyuBOZEUNwdxCP&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGTJVh2oJhZqk1JzxyUUjK_Fvgr7jXlDPN_k-nFoWQ0NhgVmMf2cR0IBL0v5ZB9cBbJQKHpSP8a3NgwQizFVmkccrbfHVqkV_HMw5JhQT7wlr79Q1z1UwUrz11_DprP5VZmfGgUSbrXzufXos2WWKPIEeg10W2tONKrpFVb3-tmpjhcpzRh6w4uA==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QuTuWJg46lMGTJVh2oJhZqk1JzxyUUjK_Fvgr7jXlDPN_k-nFoWQ0NhgVmMf2cR0IBL0v5ZB9cBbJQKHpSP8a3NgwQizFVmkccrbfHVqkV_HMw5JhQT7wlr79Q1z1UwUrz11_DprP5VZmfGgUSbrXzufXos2WWKPIEeg10W2tONKrpFVb3-tmpjhcpzRh6w4uA==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Vl0EQS8BflQTuZmGPsdzeAlYRRt_vIs-s9nzXsHBC0TVrIt-jw69QlflgEnpVLKHwGzv2BG39nGGEfhodQpSJbyEz0A2dbcSUceaFy0iE3gCKn21T0StaqSz75uR7x7dR-WVBRNbH22l-HXDOBzU7g==&c=x3xDyUV1vcSXYpoYXhGIetGrQXaqUoumRVcSNgvQOB7webfec9QBpQ==&ch=bju16mDF2gR9IWMkiM8_LBbGy3lX_ydZJuHTA3W6KhPyul6ngD7IyA==


Keeps Getting 
Easier. Here’s How 
to Do It. 
 
Washington Post  
Twitter still won’t 
remove Trump’s 
tweets that violate 
its rules. But it will 
label them. 
 
Vanity Fair 
“There Was No 
Market for 
Skepticism”: 
Surprise Mueller 
Ending Stuns 
MSNBC—But the 
Resistance Show 
Will Go On 
 
Zap2It 
Cable Top 25 for 
Week Ending March 
24  
 
Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette  
Editorial: Kathleen 
Kane’s downfall – 
Former AG was a 
victim of her worst 
impulses 

 

they addressed the problem. (HBO, like CNN, is owned by 
AT&T.) FCC chairman Ajit Pai had already ramped up pressure on the 
industry to address the problem on its own.  
 
Companies are taking the problem "extremely seriously," says Jim 
McEachern, a senior technology consultant at telecom industry 
association ATIS. Verizon announced in January that it planned to 
stop charging users for an app that can identify and block malicious 
robocalls and spam. It's expected to make that move official in the next 
few days. The app, which previously cost about $3 per month, will be 
free to download on iPhone and Android devices. Its competitors, 
including AT&T and T-Mobile, offer similar services and apps.  
 
But there's a problem: The apps flag and filter calls based on whether 
the incoming phone number is listed in a database of known 
spammers, and that database is extremely unreliable, McEachern 
said. It was cobbled together based on which numbers customers have 
complained about. But spammers and fraudsters have long been able 
to use a technique called "spoofing" to mask their numbers from caller 
IDs and make it look like they're calling from somewhere else, even 
your own phone number. That means some legitimate phone numbers 
have ended up in the database, while bad actors have been able to 
slip by spam blockers. 
 
A new tool that AT&T and Comcast successfully tested last week aims 
to tackle that issue. Called "SHAKEN/STIR," a James Bond reference, 
the program aims to identify which calls are spoofed and which are 
placed directly between two customers. Companies will work together 
to verify calls across the industry, so that a person using an AT&T 
wireless phone, for example, can be verified when they call a Comcast 
landline. Verizon is expected to announce Thursday that it will be the 
first company to roll out "SHAKEN/STIR" on its wireless network, a 
spokesperson said.  
 
FCC commissioner Pai wants telecom companies across the board to 
roll out the technology by the end of the year. A long list of providers 
have committed to doing so. "If these tools are not implemented this 
year, we are committed to taking regulatory action," an FCC 
spokesperson told CNN Business in an email Wednesday. But experts 
say none of these tools offer a wholesale solution to the robocall 
problem. 
 
Some legitimate callers use spoofing: Workplaces, for example, often 
spoof outgoing calls to look like they're coming from a 1-800 number or 
to mask an employees' direct extension. So the industry will still rely on 
customers to report which calls are coming from spammers. But it will 
build a "concrete foundation" for better combating the problem in the 
future, said McEachern, the consultant at ATIS, which is spearheading 
"SHAKEN/STIR" development. It will allow the industry to make drastic 
improvement to the database of blacklisted phone numbers, he said, 
and improve robocall blocking over time. 
 
"I liken it to email spam," McEachern told CNN Business. "There was a 
time when basically everyone was predicting that email would be 
useless because you wouldn't be able to find your real messages, but 
a number of new techniques and standards were implemented, and 
slowly they began to stop the growth." McEachern predicts that it will 
take about three to five years before robocalls are considered a thing 
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of the past. And even then, the industry will have to stay vigilant about 
addressing new technologies. "Will fraudsters be able to find 
workarounds? Of course they will," he said. – CNN  
_______________________________________________________ 
America’s telecommunications watchdogs have levied hefty financial 
penalties against illegal robocallers and demanded that bad actors 
repay millions to their victims. But years later, little money has been 
collected. Since 2015, the Federal Communications Commission has 
ordered violators of the Telephone Consumer Protection Act, a law 
governing telemarketing and robodialing, to pay $208.4 million. That 
sum includes so-called forfeiture orders in cases involving robocalling, 
Do Not Call Registry and telephone solicitation violations. 
 
So far, the government has collected $6,790 of that amount, according 
to records obtained by The Wall Street Journal through a Freedom of 
Information Act request. The total amount of money secured by the 
Federal Trade Commission through court judgments in cases involving 
civil penalties for robocalls or National Do Not Call Registry-related 
violations, plus the sum requested for consumer redress in fraud-
related cases, is $1.5 billion since 2004. It has collected $121 million of 
that total, said Ian Barlow, coordinator of the agency’s Do Not Call 
program, or about 8%. The agency operates the National Do Not Call 
Registry and regulates telemarketing. “That number stands on its own. 
We’re proud of it; we think our enforcement program is pretty strong,” 
Mr. Barlow said. 
 
An FCC spokesman said his agency lacks the authority to enforce the 
forfeiture orders it issues and has passed all unpaid penalties to the 
Justice Department, which has the power to collect the fines. Many of 
the spoofers and robocallers the agency tries to punish are individuals 
and small operations, he added, which means they are at times unable 
to pay the full penalties. “Fines serve to penalize bad conduct and 
deter future misconduct,” the FCC spokesman said. A spokeswoman 
for the Justice Department, which can settle or drop cases, declined to 
comment.  
 
The dearth of financial penalties collected by the U.S. government for 
violations of telemarketing and auto-dialing rules shows the limits the 
sister regulators face in putting a stop to illegal robocalls. It also shows 
why the threat of large fines can fail to deter bad actors. “It’s great that 
we have these laws; it’s great that we have public enforcement, but 
because there are so many calls and so many callers, the public 
enforcement is a joke,” said Margot Saunders, senior counsel at 
consumer advocacy group National Consumer Law Center. “It doesn’t 
even make a dent.”  
 
There were 26.3 billion unwanted robocalls made to U.S. mobile 
phones in 2018, by one measure from robocall-blocking app Hiya. 
Another company that offers such services, YouMail Inc., puts the 
number of unwanted and illegal robocalls made in the U.S. last year 
even higher, at nearly 48 billion. AT&T Inc. and other large wireless 
carriers are currently working to implement a call-verification system by 
the end of the year that regulators and telecom industry executives say 
will help consumers identify legitimate calls. That system won’t block 
calls, but will signal that the caller has the right to use a given number 
and that it hasn’t been spoofed.  
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The FCC and FTC say there are challenges to collecting penalties for 
robocall-related wrongdoing. Small illegal operations can quickly close 
up shop and change their names, enforcement officials say. Some are 
based overseas, making it difficult to identify or seize assets. Fines are 
“a deterrent on legitimate companies that have real assets in the U.S.,” 
said Daniel Delnero, a senior attorney at Squire Patton Boggs in 
Atlanta that advises companies on consumer class-action suits related 
to the Telephone Consumer Protection Act.  
 
For a spam caller or overseas operator, “that’s really just pushing for 
Social Security numbers or bank account information—it’s less of a 
deterrent, because they don’t really have anything that could be 
collected anyway,” Mr. Delnero said. In many FTC cases involving civil 
penalties, the agency secures judgments for large fines and settles for 
a smaller sum, contingent upon the accused person or company being 
transparent about their assets, Mr. Barlow said. Congress requires the 
agency to consider an individual’s ability to pay.  
 
In the 2017 case of a “recidivist robocaller” that placed illegal robocalls 
for nearly a decade, for example, two defendants faced civil penalties 
of $2.7 million in a California suit filed by the FTC. They were ultimately 
ordered by the agency to pay $225,000 or less, if their financial 
disclosures were complete and accurate. Ajit Pai, chairman of the FCC 
since January 2017, said in an interview on robocalls earlier this month 
that in the past, few financial penalties have been collected, but that he 
is working to change that. It is “important to send a signal to other 
would-be robocallers that you’re not going to be able to get away with 
it,” Mr. Pai said.  
 
Still, none of the $202 million demanded in what the FCC calls 
forfeiture orders against alleged rulebreakers during Mr. Pai’s tenure 
has been collected. The agency in May 2018, for example, fined a 
Florida-based company and its top executive $120 million for making 
100 million illegal robocalls during a three-month period in 2016. 
Agency records as of late December indicate that no funds had been 
collected. – Wall Street Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
Butler County Republicans have selected a candidate for the special 
election that will determine who fills the state House seat vacated last 
week by former Rep. Brian Ellis. Marci Mustello was chosen as the 
House District 11 candidate Wednesday by Butler County Republican 
Committee conferees, said Trish Lindsay, the committee’s external 
vice chair.  
 
Ms. Mustello, one of eight people nominated for the candidacy, won by 
a majority after one round voting, according to Ms. Lindsay. She said 
31 out of 33 possible conferees for the district attended. Ms. Mustello 
works as a district scheduler in U.S. Rep. Mike Kelly’s office and is the 
board president of the Butler County Humane Society, according to her 
LinkedIn account.  She will face off against Democratic nominee Sam 
Doctor in the special election on May 21. Mr. Ellis, a Butler County 
Republican, resigned March 18 amid a sexual assault investigation. – 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  
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