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Democrats and Republicans may be divided over the Mueller report 
and health care and immigration and climate change and campaign 
finance and, well, you get the idea. But one thing they can agree on is 
that C-SPAN is something of a national treasure. That point was made 
clear in a bipartisan anniversary celebration on the House floor 
Tuesday (March 26) from both Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) and 
Republican Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.). 
 
C-SPAN, the public service suite of networks funded by cable 
companies, is celebrating its 40th anniversary—it launched with House 
coverage—of unfiltered coverage. Speaker Pelosi, who noted it was 
also her birthday, celebrated C-SPAN's birthday with warm words of 

praise for what she said was its "enduring contributions to the public 
debate and to our American democracy." She said the founders had 
envisioned a transparent and accountable People's House and that 
she "rose to honor an institution that powerfully honors that legacy." 
She said it ensured their sessions could be a national town hall.  
 
Pelosi praised its unblinking eye trained on Congress and the 
campaign trail, "presidents and parliaments and so much more. She 
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called it a pillar of public discourse and a beacon of unbiased 
reporting." Pointing out that the channel's founder had never 
mentioned his own name on air, she did not follow suit. "Thank you 
Brian Lamb for your service to our democracy," she said, to applause 
from the gallery. She even led a cheer for the C-SPAN bus, the mobile 
civics education effort. 
 
McCarthy called the anniversary a "milestone in open and accessible 
government" and C-SPAN an irreplaceable tool in accomplishing 
James Madison's vision of representative government as refining and 
enlarging "the public view of the common good." McCarthy said the 
rise of the internet and new media "has only reinforced the need for C-
SPAN's unfiltered coverage and unbiased programming." "Now, more 
than ever, people must be able to form their own opinions. They need 
objective coverage, access to balanced analysis and the opportunity to 
debate their views with others of good faith. C-SPAN does just that.” – 
Broadcasting + Cable  
 _______________________________________________________ 
 
The U.S. Census Bureau has asked tech giants Google, Facebook and 
Twitter to help it fend off “fake news” campaigns it fears could disrupt 
the upcoming 2020 count, according to Census officials and multiple 
sources briefed on the matter. 
 
The push, the details of which have not been previously reported, 
follows warnings from data and cybersecurity experts dating back to 
2016 that right-wing groups and foreign actors may borrow the “fake 
news” playbook from the last presidential election to dissuade 
immigrants from participating in the decennial count, the officials and 
sources told Reuters.  
 
The sources, who asked not to be named, said evidence included 
increasing chatter on platforms like “4chan” by domestic and foreign 
networks keen to undermine the survey. The census, they said, is a 
powerful target because it shapes U.S. election districts and the 
allocation of more than $800 billion a year in federal spending.  
 
Ron Jarmin, the Deputy Director of the Census Bureau, confirmed the 
bureau was anticipating disinformation campaigns, and was enlisting 
the help of big tech companies to fend off the threat. “We expect that 
(the census) will be a target for those sorts of efforts in 2020,” he 
said. Census Bureau officials have held multiple meetings with tech 
companies since 2017 to discuss ways they could help, including as 
recently as last week, Jarmin said.  
 
So far, the bureau has gotten initial commitments from Alphabet Inc’s 
Google, Twitter Inc and Facebook Inc to help quash disinformation 
campaigns online, according to documents summarizing some of those 
meetings reviewed by Reuters. But neither Census nor the companies 
have said how advanced any of the efforts are. Facebook spokesman 
Adam Stone confirmed the meetings with Census, but did not provide 
details of any agreed action. Twitter and Google declined to comment.  
 
The bureau has also embarked on an online landgrab to control 
census look-alike websites, according to Census officials. These sites 
could end up in the hands of people who want to dissuade some 
portions of the population from responding to the survey. “We came up 
with a list of 20 to 30 URLs that we wanted to make sure we owned,” 
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said Census spokesman Stephen Buckner, adding the bureau had 
done the same before the 2010 count “to mitigate confusion about 
where to go.”  
 
Census controls at least two non-government websites with “census” in 
the name - 2020census.com and 2020census.org - through marketing 
firm Reingold, Buckner said. The Census Bureau, until now, has kept 
mostly mum about how it plans to counter disinformation. The efforts 
highlight the challenges posed by the internet age to the decennial 
gathering of data on America’s population.  
 
So-called “fake news” strategies can take myriad forms, according to 
cyber experts: posing as a demographic group to convey false 
information under the guise of advocacy; spreading false data by 
doctoring ads and news stories; or circulating bogus information to 
drum up fear and opposition. Jarmin said activists could target the 
census “mostly through attempts to get them to not participate, either 
by scaring them or telling them it’s not important, or that something 
they had already done - like paying their taxes - had completed the 
census.”  
 
Former Census Director John Thompson, who left the bureau in 2017, 
remembers his first briefing about the disinformation threat - shortly 
after the 2016 presidential election - and said it was the bureau’s 
catalyst to act. Thompson said he had invited data expert danah boyd 
to speak to top officials in 2016. boyd, who stylizes her name 
lowercase, said she was seeing chatter on the dark web in white 
supremacist and other communities about wanting to disrupt the count, 
according to Thompson and two other people in the room, who 
declined to be named. boyd declined to be interviewed about her 
presentation.  
 
Thompson declined to provide details of threats outlined at the 
meeting, but called them “chilling.” One of the sources present said 
boyd discussed efforts by “far-right actors and foreign governments” to 
use disinformation campaigns to discourage minorities from 
participating. A year later, the Census Bureau organized a forum in 
Silicon Valley, partly about the 2020 disinformation threat, which was 
attended by boyd, locally elected officials and representatives from 
tech companies including Twitter, Uber Technologies and Microsoft 
Corp.  
 
During that gathering, Census officials also visited Facebook and 
Google campuses to meet with executives. According to notes from 
the 2017 meetings reviewed by Reuters, Google told Census it would 
consider creating a bespoke census-related search project. Twitter 
also agreed to help mitigate misinformation, according to the notes.  
 
At a meeting with Facebook, Census officials discussed allowing the 
company to join conversations between Census and the U.S. 
Department of Defense about security; creating Facebook groups on 
census topics; and training Census workers through Facebook 
technology, according to the notes. Census has held subsequent 
meetings with these companies, including as recently as this month, 
according to Census officials. It remains unclear how many of these 
ideas Census and tech companies have put into action. Census’ 
Jarmin said: “There were some hits from those meetings, and some 
things that didn’t pan out.” – Reuters    

 



 

   

 

  

 


