Cable Academy returns to the
Poconos on April 18 & 19, 2018 in
the midst of the most challenging
and competitive period in our
industry’s history! This year’s
program will emphasize that not
adapting is not an option. Learn
how broadband cable is
embracing today’s opportunities, and can ride a “new wave” of customer
retention and growth!

CONFIRM YOUR SPONSORSHIP, REGISTRATION AND EXHIBIT
Click here to reserve your room at Kalahari!
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Government officials ratcheted up pressure Monday on Facebook Inc. over its handling of user data,
with federal regulators saying they are investigating the social-media giant’s privacy policies and 37
state attorneys general demanding explanations for its practices.
The Federal Trade Commission, in a statement, signaled that its probe of Facebook is broad. Tom
Pahl, a top FTC official, said the commission “takes very seriously” recent reports raising “substantial
concerns about the privacy practices of Facebook.” A separate letter from a bipartisan group of state
attorneys general, addressed to Chief Executive Mark Zuckerberg, demanded the company provide
answers to a series of questions about its policies and practices for handling information about its
users. The letter said the attorneys general are “profoundly concerned” over media reports that
outsiders were able to obtain Facebook user information without the users’ consent.
The federal and state moves—which came as a third congressional committee asked Mr. Zuckerberg
to testify over the user-data issue—added momentum to a push for new regulation of Facebook and
other internet giants after the company’s disclosure that an outside firm improperly accessed and
retained user information. Facebook’s shares edged up 0.4% on Monday amid a broader market
rally, stabilizing after a rout of the company’s stock that began a week earlier and had knocked nearly
$75 billion off its market value through Friday.
Analysts said the recent controversy could hurt the company’s business by reducing the amount of
time users spend on the platform or leading to curbs on how its deploys user data that could impede
its advertising-targeting tools. Facebook has struggled to calm a firestorm of criticism from users,
advertisers, politicians and officials in the U.S. and Europe after it said on March 16 that it is
investigating reports that Cambridge Analytica, a data-analytics firm that worked with President
Donald Trump’s campaign in 2016, improperly accessed and retained Facebook user data.
Cambridge Analytica has said it followed Facebook’s policies.
Mr. Zuckerberg apologized last week for what he called a “major breach of trust.” He said Facebook

has already curbed access to user information and is investigating how app creators handled data
provided to them by Facebook. In an interview with The Wall Street Journal, Mr. Zuckerberg also said
the company wouldn’t be able to fully map out how all that user information was deployed. Rob

Motley Fool
Apple and
Disney Gear Up
to Pounce on
Netflix
New York
Times
Apple Goes to
Hollywood. Will
It’s Story Have
a Happy
Ending?
Washington
Post
It’ll be harder to
ditch your
cable package
if AT&T merges
with Time
Warner, Dish
says
Philadelphia
Inquirer
Editorial:
House leader
wisely douses
fire to impeach
Pa. Supreme
Court justices

Sherman, Facebook’s deputy chief privacy officer, said Monday the company remains “strongly
committed to protecting people’s information. We appreciate the opportunity to answer questions the
FTC may have.”
Will Castleberry,
Facebook’s vice president
for state and local public
policy, said the company
plans to respond to the
state officials’ letter.
“Attorneys general across
the country have raised
important questions and we
appreciate their interest,”
he said. Meanwhile, the
Senate Judiciary
Committee, headed by
Sen. Chuck Grassley (R.,
Iowa), asked Mr.
Zuckerberg on Monday to
appear at an April 10
hearing on data privacy.
Mr. Grassley also invited
Sundar Pichai, CEO of
Alphabet Inc.’s Google,
and Twitter Inc. CEO Jack
Dorsey. “We have
received and are reviewing
the invite,” a Facebook
spokesman said. Twitter
declined to comment on
whether Mr. Dorsey would
appear. Google declined to
comment.
Last week, the bipartisan
leaders of the House
Energy and Commerce
Committee and Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation separately called on Mr. Zuckerberg to testify
about Facebook’s privacy and data-use standards. “Facebook now faces a pivotal moment in its
corporate governance and history,” said Andrea Matwyshyn, professor of law at Northeastern
University who studies technology policy.
Ms. Matwyshyn and other experts said the various governmental actions show Facebook will need to
adjust its user-data policies further or face the prospect of potentially costly legal and regulatory
fights. The FTC’s statement was unusual in that the agency doesn’t usually comment on nonpublic
investigations. The commission said it is examining issues including whether Facebook has lived up
to the terms of a trans-Atlantic agreement known as Privacy Shield that is aimed at protecting
European consumers’ online data when it is transferred to the U.S.
The FTC is the chief federal privacy enforcer, though its powers are somewhat circumscribed. It can
go after companies that engage in deceptive or unfair trade practices, including failing to live up to
specific online privacy promises to consumers. It also can seek penalties from companies that violate
prior FTC consent decrees, as activists said Facebook did with an agreement it made in 2011;
Facebook rejects any suggestion that it violated the consent decree.
Under that decree, approved in 2012, Facebook agreed to obtain user consent for collecting personal
data and sharing it with others. The FTC is probing whether Facebook violated the terms of an earlier
consent decree with the agency when data of up to 50 million of its users were transferred to
Cambridge Analytica. If the FTC finds that Facebook violated its consent decree or other privacy
standards, it could face millions of dollars in fines as well as further harm to its reputation with users.
The investigation also could be important for the two-year-old Privacy Shield agreement and the
future of trans-Atlantic electronic commerce. European officials—whose role in privacy protection has

been growing with the European Union’s adoption of new data-protection standards—have made it
clear they regard the Facebook episode as a key test of U.S. consumer-protection mechanisms,
including the Privacy Shield agreement.
The letter from the attorneys general, meanwhile, “sends a strong signal that Facebook is likely to
face investigations and possible legal sanction on the state level,” Ms. Matwyshyn said. The letter
said the attorneys general want to better understand Facebook’s policies and procedures and asked
how it will allow users to more easily control the privacy of their accounts.
The officials asked what safeguards Facebook had in place to ensure that outside developers
handled user data correctly. They also asked whether Facebook’s terms of service are “clear and
understandable, or buried in boilerplate where few users would even read them?” “Facebook has
made promises about users’ privacy in the past, and we need to know that users can trust
Facebook,” the letter says. “With the information we have now, our trust has been broken.” – Wall
Street Journal

___________________________________________________
A week after two courts decided not to intervene in a challenge to Pennsylvania’s redrawn
congressional district boundaries, Gov. Wolf on Monday renewed his call for legislators to create an
independent commission to draw the state’s electoral maps. His announcement came a day before
the Senate’s state government committee was set to discuss that measure and other potential
election changes.
That effort is supported by several groups that endorsed the lawsuit that led the Pennsylvania
Supreme Court to strike down the previous congressional map and impose a new one, a move that
many expect will improve Democrats’ chances of gaining ground in this year’s elections . “This should
not be a partisan issue,” Wolf said at a Monday afternoon news conference in the Capitol. He added
later, “This is really about democracy.”
Wolf is also backing efforts that would allow people to register to vote on Election Day — instead of
having to meet deadlines weeks before — and would automatically register eligible voters when they
get a driver’s license from the state unless they opt out. He also supports limits on campaign
donations. All of the bills have been referred to legislative committees, but have not left them —
although some are expected to come up at a lengthy hearing Tuesday. Some face resistance or
skepticism from Republicans, who hold the majorities in both chambers.
Steve Miskin, a spokesman for House Republicans, noted that people can currently change their
voter registration when they update their driver’s licenses and expressed concerns that same-day
registration could open the door for voter fraud. Jennifer Kocher, a spokeswoman for Senate
Republicans, called the governor’s announcement a “campaign stunt,” noting that the Senate’s
committee meeting had already been in the works. “The Senate committed long ago to moving
forward with the process of examining how congressional districts are drawn as soon as the court
proceedings were over,” she said. A spokesman for Wolf noted that his support for the measures
was not new. – Philadelphia Inquirer
___________________________________________________
Today is the last day for challenging the nominating petitions of congressional candidates — or for
those Pennsylvania contenders to withdraw their names from the May 15 primary ballot. With
Republican Ryan Costello dropping his re-election bid, that deadline affects who will be on the
Republican primary ballot in May.
What Costello decision means for GOP: The Chester County congressman announced he won’t be
running despite submitting paperwork, but he hasn’t asked to have his name removed yet, according
to the Philadelphia Inquirer. If he does, that leaves one other Republican — tax attorney Greg
McCauley — running in the 6th District. WHYY’s Dave Davies runs down the options for the GOP,
which include backing the little-known McCauley in a district that now favors Democrats, convince
him to withdraw and persuade another option to run as a write-in, try to knock McCauley off the
ballot, or run a write-in candidate against him. Stay tuned to see how the maneuvering shakes out.
Under most of those scenarios, Costello’s decision likely frees up some national Democratic money
to shift toward targeting other GOP incumbent congressmen, like Bucks County’s Brian Fitzpatrick.
Want to know what’s in the Lehigh Valley’s Amazon proposal? Pennsylvania’s Office of Open
Records said in response to a request filed by The Morning Call that the details of that incentive
package should made be public. – Allentown Morning Call

