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The Wrap 
Comcast Raises $4 
Billion in Debt 
Offering to Help 
Manage Economic 
Impact From 
Coronavirus 
  
TVTechnology 
Parks: 60% of 
Homes Find 
Broadband More 
Important Than Pay-
TV 
  
New York Times 
Surging Traffic Is 
Slowing Down Our 
Internet 
 
Protocol 
Coronavirus could 
delay tech antitrust 
action 
 
Reuters 

With internet data usage increasing as more people are working from home, 
area internet provider Armstrong has suspended data allowances for all 
residential internet service levels.   In a press release sent out Wednesday, 
Armstrong announced the suspension would be in effect for at least the next 
60 days as part of the Federal Communications Commission’s Keep 
Americans Connected initiative. 
 
The initiative is a voluntary pledge that asks broadband and telephone service 
providers for the next 60 days to waive late fees for residential or small 
business customers, open Wi-Fi hotspots to the public and not terminate 
service to residential or small business customers due to inability to pay bills. 
 
According to Armstrong’s release, data usage has doubled in the past week. 
Adam Alexander, general manager of the Meadville system for Armstrong, said 
peak hours have also shifted from its usual spot later in the evening to around 
mid-day. 
 
Armstrong announced it would continue to evaluate customer needs and make 
product adjustments. The company will also monitor major internet traffic 
contributors, such as Netflix and Google, and what they are doing to manage 
the increased demand around the globe. – Meadville Tribune (see 
Armstrong President Jeff Ross’ letter to customers)  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Pennsylvania is about to join the nine other states and a territory  that 
have  postponed their primary election  in response to the coronavirus 
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outbreak.   Both the House and Senate on Wednesday approved   legislation 
that would delay the April 28 primary  by five weeks to June 2.  
  
The bill now goes to Gov. Tom Wolf who said that he would sign it into law. He 
offered his support during Wednesday’s news conference updating the state’s 
coronavirus outbreak and response.   Other states that have postponed their 
primaries because of the COVID-19 outbreak include Connecticut, Delaware, 
Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Ohio, Rhode Island, and 
Puerto Rico. 
  
T he measure not only changes the primary date but includes other election-
related changes, including allowing polling places to be consolidated. It also 
permits polls to be located in places that serve alcoholic beverages provided 
voting not take place in the same room where those beverages are served. 
And it allows county elections officials to begin processing mail-in and 
absentee ballots at 7 a.m. on Election Day. 
  
“We’ve done something very good here today,” House State Government 
Committee Chairman Garth Everett said, prior to the House voting 198-0 to 
approve the bill that not only changes the primary date but includes other 
election-related changes, including allowing polling places to be 
consolidated.   Eighty-three of the House members cast their votes remotely. 
  
Rep. Kevin Boyle, D-Philadelphia, said he supports the bill because it was 
necessary given the current public health crisis. Logistically, though, he said it 
also was needed because election officials said they were having a difficult 
time finding poll workers willing to work the polls with this contagious virus 
hanging around. 
  
Everett agreed that it was necessary for the health and welfare of election 
officials. While he didn’t agree with those who favored making it a mail-in only 
primary, he did encourage those who in vulnerable condition to "exercise that 
right to use their mail-in ballot that we’ve given them.” 
  
The Senate approved the bill by a 50-0 vote without any debate or discussion. 
Only a handful of senators were on the floor to cast their votes in person during 
the historic session where 40 or so members participated and voted remotely. 
  
Senate Majority Leader Jake Corman, R-Centre County, indicated June 2 was 
chosen because the state would be coming up against the June 9 deadline set 
by the Democratic National Committee for states to pick their nominee and 
there is some post-primary work needs to be completed before that.   “Running 
it much later would have proven problematic so we picked June 2 and we’ll 
hope that things will clear up and we’ll be able to vote in person on that day in-
person a little bit easier than we would on April 28,” he said in a conference 
call with reporters after the Senate session ended. 
  
Reggie Shuford, executive director of the ACLU of Pennsylvania, called the 
decision to delay an “extraordinary step” taken to address the health concerns 
of voters, poll workers, and election administrators.   “State officials now have 
time to prepare for an election in which voters will be looking for alternative 
means to vote," Shuford said. “The recently enacted vote-by-mail option is a 
great way to vote while also maintaining social distancing. Election officials 
must educate voters about their right to vote by mail and consider the idea of 
sending every registered voter a mail-in ballot or at least an application to vote 
by mail. No one should have to choose between protecting their health and 
exercising their right to vote.” 
  
Dauphin County elections director Jerry Feaser said the delay is a help. He 
was facing a situation if the primary was held on April 28 of having lost half of 
his poll workers due to concerns about COVID-19. Feaser also anticipated that 
as many as half of his polling places also would beg off from hosting a poll 
since many of them are located in houses of worship. 
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He said he intends to start asking his poll workers and reaching out polling 
places soon to determine their availability on the new date for the 
primary.   “This is going to give me a little more of a breather and more time to 
prep the voting machines, and reach out to poll workers who were not going to 
work otherwise and get them trained on the new voting system,” which 
Dauphin County will be using for the first time in the primary, he said. 
  
He voiced frustration with state officials who seem to underestimate the 
education required to be a poll worker.   “This isn’t an easy job,” Feaser said. 
“You don’t pull someone off the street two days before and say ‘hey, work this 
poll.’” 
  
Furthermore, he said the ability to consolidate polling places may prove to be 
more trouble than it’s worth. Voters will be frustrated when they go to their old 
polling place only to find out they now have to go somewhere else. On top of 
that, once voters get to a place where precincts are consolidated, he expects 
there will be voter angst not knowing which area of the room they can vote. 
  
The irony of the whole measure that Feaser said had to be pointed out is the 
underlying bill to which the change in the primary’s date and other changes 
were added creates the Pennsylvania Election Law Advisory Board. That 
board is intended to provide guidance to the Legislature on the ramification of 
election-related changes to avoid pitfalls like some of the ones he expects will 
happen. – Harrisburg Patriot-News  
_______________________________________________________  
 
Fair warning. 
 
Because I’ve been staying home watching so many briefings, reading too 
many news and science websites, looking at too many charts and graphs, 
sifting through too much conflicting stuff, I’m feeling a tad edgy.   I fear I’m not 
alone. 
 
President Trump, for example, is itching to  reopen the country by Easter  after 
all of us were earlier told (by him) that stay-home/social-distancing could last 
until midsummer.   He started this new prod last Sunday with an all-capped 
tweet: "WE CANNOT LET THE CURE BE WORSE THAN THE PROBLEM 
ITSLEF. AT THE END OF THE 15 DAY PERIOD, WE WILL MAKE A 
DECISION AS TO WHICH WAY WE WANT TO GO!”  
 
That 15-day period, better known as the federal government’s “15 Days to 
Slow the Spread,” expires Monday, March 30.   I think everybody knows which 
way WE WANT to go. But who knows when we safely, sanely can go 
there?   A large part of the problem is that it’s increasingly difficult to put much 
confidence in what the president says. About testing, medical equipment, 
unproven cures or, well, almost anything. 
 
Take his recent claim that U.S. automakers, including Ford and General 
Motors, are filling a dire need for ventilators by “making them right now.” The 
Associated Press  reports neither company started production, adding, “It 
would take them months, if not longer, to begin production, even if that’s 
possible.”   (Tesla CEO Elon Musk said his company is “working on” 
ventilators, but didn’t say how long that work might take.)  
 
Oh, and it was a little jarring to hear Trump say -- at a briefing on a national 
health crisis -- that after he decided not to take his $400,000 government 
salary, “Nobody said thank you.”   OK, thank you. Now can we get back to us? 
 
Closer to home, I think Gov. Tom Wolf is getting edgy, too. I gave him high 
marks early in the crisis. He was steady, assertive, in command.   Now, maybe 
I’m watching too much New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo (and when do 
Democrats start that presidential draft movement?); but Wolf seems somewhat 
less sure than not so long ago.  
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I’m thinking of a briefing from his York County home, wearing a Mr. Rogers 
sweater, conveying a comforting touch, that suddenly clanked with some 
inexplicable ducking of questions submitted by media.   This was Monday and 
his stay-home order for seven counties -- Philadelphia, Allegheny, Bucks, 
Chester, Delaware, Montgomery, Monroe -- with more than 5.5 million 
people.   He since added Erie, Lehigh and Northampton counties. Likely more 
to come.  
 
But during that initial stay-home briefing, Wolf grimly said, “Don’t leave your 
home unless someone’s life depends on you leaving.”   In answering a 
question about getting groceries, take-out from restaurants, taking a walk, Wolf 
again said go out only for “life-sustaining” reasons. 
 
Wow. Pretty serious lockdown stuff.  Yet the Governor’s Office press 
releases say people in those counties can leave home for a long list of things, 
including working in facilities and businesses that remain open, taking a walk 
or a run, caring for another family member or pet and getting “necessary 
services or supplies” for themselves and their family, which you have to figure 
includes food.  
 
So, not as dire as presented? Then why not say so in that briefing?   All of us, 
even if we struggle to do so, should cut public officials some slack. The 
pressure on public service has perhaps never been greater.   But Trump’s 
overstated optimism, or state government orders presented as being more 
than they are, don’t help citizens seeking to navigate a crisis. 
 
Uncertainty is a heavy weight. We’ve got enough of it as is. – John Baer’s 
column in Harrisburg Patriot-News  
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