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Despite emergency measures to allow lawmakers to vote remotely and avoid 
contact with one another, many in the state House did not heed health officials’ 
calls to stay home and gathered Tuesday for their first session focused on the 
coronavirus. 
 
About 70 House members — about 50 Republicans and 20 Democrats, with 
some sitting side by side — were on the floor to consider several bills, 
including one to postpone Pennsylvania’s primary until June 2. A smaller 
number worked from their Capitol offices. 
 
Public health officials, including Secretary of Health Rachel Levine, have urged 
people to stay at least six feet apart whenever possible and limit gatherings to 
no more than 10 people. On Monday, Gov. Tom Wolf  issued a “stay-at-home” 
order   for seven Pennsylvania counties, with an eighth added Tuesday.  
 
Both the state House and Senate have passed temporary rules that allow 
members to cast their votes from home. Currently, there are 198 lawmakers 
serving in the 203-member House because of vacancies and one member’s 
serving in the military.   Only House leaders and committee chairs are required 
under the new rules to come to the Capitol in person, but members were not 
barred from attending. 
 
Many Republicans said they felt conflicted about balancing their duties as 
elected officials with their responsibilities as individuals to stop the spread of 
the coronavirus by staying home, said Mike Straub, spokesperson for House 
Majority Leader Bryan Cutler (R., Lancaster).   Cutler and Speaker Mike Turzai 
(R., Allegheny) “made it abundantly clear” members did not need to attend in 
person, Straub said. 
 
Rep. Keith Greiner (R., Lancaster) said he attended “because I have the 
people’s work to finish and get accomplished.” His Republican colleague Seth 
Grove from York County said it was “important for elected leaders to be on the 
forefront and show up to work.”   “We ask that of our health-care professionals, 
first responders,” Grove said Monday after attending a committee meeting. “I 
just think it’s my duty as an elected leader to physically show up for work.” 
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Several Democratic House members shared pictures of themselves on social 
media working from home, including  Reps. Donna Bullock (D., 
Phila.)  and  Melissa Shusterman ( D., Chester). Still, several of the Democrats 
present on the floor Tuesday were from Philadelphia and the surrounding 
counties that are under Wolf’s stay-at-home order.  
 
Three Democrats from hard-hit Philadelphia read a resolution to honor 
Philadelphia Police SWAT Sgt. James O’Connor IV, who was fatally shot on 
March 13 after serving a warrant. Rep. Jordan Harris, a Philadelphia Democrat 
who serves as the caucus whip, was required to come in as a leader. He was 
seen on the floor wearing blue gloves and at times holding a mask. 
 
Rep. Chris Rabb, another Philadelphia Democrat, participated remotely. He 
said he’s taking a “bold” and “controversial” stance: “I prefer not to be infected 
by the coronavirus.   “Everyone has to make their own choices, but if you are 
on one hand supporting efforts of the governor, secretary of health, CDC, and 
not practicing what we are preaching, then that sends a very mixed signal to 
folks back home,” Rabb said. 
 
Bill Patton, spokesperson for House Democrats, said the hope “is that most 
members will put their own health and safety first and that of their 
colleagues.”   “That can be done at the same time as they conduct normal 
House business under abnormal circumstances,” he said. 
 
State legislatures across the country are grappling with how they will continue 
to operate during the coronavirus pandemic, with at least 11 postponing or 
suspending their sessions and several others closing their doors to the 
public,  Governing magazine reported. Congress is also considering whether 
members should be able to vote remotely, as Sen. Rand Paul (R., Kentucky) 
and at least two members of the House have tested positive for the virus. -
- Spotlight PA  
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As millions of U.S. workers frantically pivoted to remote work last week, putting 
new strains on their computer networks, federal officials warned that hackers 
smelled blood. 
 
But the fallout from coronavirus-related breaches may not become clear for 
weeks, months or even longer, experts say. The expected delay highlights how 
confusion from the pandemic has created long-term security risks that could 
eat up precious resources as the economy hurtles toward a recession.   “Very 
well-organized criminal organizations or nation-states—they can wait,” said 
Nicolas Fischbach, chief technology officer of Forcepoint LLC, a cybersecurity 
firm that specializes in data protection. “They get to more data. They can learn 
more about the environment.” 
 
Overstretched IT teams might not be able to keep up with updating their 
networks, experts say, while nonessential businesses that have effectively 
closed shop could prove to be easy targets. Those challenges come as 
workers’ use of private devices and services give attackers ample opportunity 
to avoid employers’ detection tools. 
 
The public and private sectors already have faced an array of threats. The 
Federal Bureau of Investigation warned of an uptick in phishing scams against 
businesses. The World Health Organization  told Reuters  that hackers 
targeted it with a malicious look-alike website. And the U.K.’s National Crime 
Agency confirmed to WSJ Pro Cybersecurity that it is investigating an alleged 
ransomware attack against Hammersmith Medicines Research Ltd., a drug-
testing company that has carried out trials for the ebola vaccine and other 
treatments.  
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While some attackers use ransomware for an immediate payout, more 
sophisticated groups could use the upheaval to penetrate networks and quietly 
search for bank account numbers, trade secrets or personally identifiable 
information that is financially or politically valuable, Stephen Breidenbach, a 
cybersecurity and privacy lawyer at Moritt Hock & Hamroff LLP, said in an 
email. 
 
“They’ll then start siphoning off those resources as inconspicuously as 
possible, or wait to hit all the assets in one fell swoop when the company is 
most vulnerable,” Mr. Breidenbach said, adding that attackers could lie 
dormant for years. “Some hackers even try to get money from the stock market 
using  nonpublic information they acquire.”  
 
The question is whether companies and governments can also play the long 
game. Widespread office closures over the past two weeks have overloaded 
some virtual private networks with remote workers, according to cybersecurity 
experts. Mr. Fischbach, of Forcepoint, said the most common question clients 
had last week was how to scale up VPNs to handle the surge in traffic. 
 
Debbie Gordon, chief executive of Cloud Range Cyber LLC, which works with 
businesses to war-game cyberattacks, said IT teams will continue to be pulled 
between helping employees maintain productivity and aggressively policing 
potential breaches. That balancing act—let alone new security investments—
might prove difficult for businesses tightening their budgets amid an economic 
slowdown.   “Their focus might not be on the proactive patching and 
maintenance of the networks as well,” Ms. Gordon said. 
 
The Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Agency at the Department of Homeland 
Security has urged public- and private-sector workers to patch their systems, 
be on the lookout for abnormal activity and ensure machines have properly 
configured firewalls. 
 
But the added wrinkle is that many remote workers may turn to their own 
computers, email and file-sharing accounts in a pinch, said Paul Martini, chief 
executive at iboss Inc., a cloud security firm. Often accessed through the 
public internet, those private tools increase the surface area for attacks and 
make successful data breaches more difficult for intrusion-detection tools and 
cybersecurity teams to see.   “My suspicion is we’re going to see a big uptick in 
terms of the amount of data on these public, information-sharing sites that 
shows up on the dark web,” Mr. Martini said. -- Wall Street Journal   
_______________________________________________________ 
 
The  National Association of Broadcasters  announced that Verizon Media will 
join its PILOT program.   NAB’s PILOT initiative gathers broadcasting and 
technology stakeholders, from new media broadcast operators to technology 
providers. PILOT’s coalition of working groups and committees aim to lead the 
implementation of technologies and solutions for the media industry.  
 
John Clark, executive director for NAB PILOT, said, “We’re delighted to have 
Verizon Media as a partner in driving innovation in broadcasting. We look 
forward to collaborating and identifying opportunities to move the industry 
forward." -- Video Age International   
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