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American Cable Association President and CEO Matthew M. Polka 
today announced an historic name change for the trade organization, 
which represents more than 700 smaller and medium-sized 
independent communications companies. The announcement was 
made to nearly 350 participants attending the association’s 
26th annual Summit, held at the Grand Hyatt in Washington, D.C., on 
Wednesday. 
 
The new name is ACA — America’s Communications Association 
(ACA). The new name reflects a leading position for the association in 
the fast-growing telecommunications industry, where technology is 
rapidly changing how information is provided to and used by 
consumers. The association’s new day-to-day name, ACA Connects, 
further reinforces the value of the connections those communications 
enhance. “It’s all about the communications and connections our 
members provide,” said ACA Connects’ Polka. “Even though our 
industry and technology are changing so rapidly fueled by our 
members’ broadband deployments, what’s most important for our 
members and their customers is the ability to communicate freely and 
connect in their homes and businesses in countless new ways. With 
this name change, we’re recognizing that communication is the priority, 
not the medium.” 
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ACA Connects continues its advocacy work in closing the digital divide 
for its members, including expanding broadband deployment in some 
of the most rural and financially challenging areas of the country, 
eliminating governmental barriers to investment, and providing 
increased access to high-performance connectivity. This is the first 
name change for the association in 20 years, when the association 
changed its name from the Small Cable Business Association (SCBA) 
to the American Cable Association.  
 
With this change to ACA — America’s Communications Association, 
the organization is going one step further to support the initialism of 
‘ACA’ and to further exemplify its work in ensuring communications 
and connections are made between governmental policymakers, 
association members and the communities they serve. “We chose our 
familiar name, ACAConnects, because it’s easy to say and remember, 
and it’s a great way to tie one name to our website, email addresses, 
social media and brand,” said Polka. “But, more importantly, ACA 
Connects explains what our association and members really do. We 
connect, communicate, build relationships and work together with all, 
and that will never change.” – ACA news release  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Montour County’s high speed internet model was put under a 
microscope Tuesday to determine if it could be used throughout 
Pennsylvania. Sheri Collins, acting executive director of the state 
Office of Broadband Initiatives, press secretary Michael Gerber and 
local officials met at the Montour County Emergency Management 
Agency. “We’re here to celebrate what you’ve done, learn more and 
share with others,” Collins said. The county-owned tower at the agency 
is one of four locations with new broadband microwave equipment, 
which is expected to be operational soon. Other towers are located at 
Geisinger, USG and the county 911 tower on Bald Top. 
 
DRIVE Executive Director Jennifer Wakeman expects about 12,000 
residents in the county, which has a population of 18,000, will be 
served by the system. Geisinger provided a $300,000 forgivable 
interest-free loan for the pilot project. DRIVE is an economic 
development council of governments serving Montour and Columbia 
counties. Wakeman said high-speed internet access is vital in 
attracting new industries and growing businesses.  
 
Local officials at the meeting, including Washingtonville Mayor Tyler 
Dombroski, Montour County Commissioners Ken Holdren, Dan 
Hartman and Trevor Finn and SEDA-COG representatives Scott 
Kramer and Kristen Moyer, also visited two greenhouses in the 
Washingtonville area that could benefit from equipment installed on the 
tower at nearby USG. They met later with Geisinger officials. Collins 
said lack of high-speed internet is one of the top issues in 
Pennsylvania as it hampers emergency medical services, first 
responders, education and business. She said she has a friend with a 
home business in northern Pennsylvania who has to find a “hot spot” 
so she can work. Another individual with a business was told it would 
cost $17,000 to connect to a provider. Holdren said a relative of his 
attends college and can’t get high-speed service in West Hemlock 
Township in Montour County.    
 
Gov. Tom Wolf has proposed Restore Pennsylvania, a $4.5 billion 
initiative that would monetize a severance tax to help fund projects 
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such as bringing high-speed internet to most of Montour County, where 
areas are under-served and not served. It would also fund projects to 
protect areas from flooding and eliminate blight. Restore Pennsylvania 
needs to be approved by the Legislature, Collins said. Dombroski said 
high-speed internet is sorely needed in the Washingtonville area. “I 
appreciate everybody’s efforts and Geisinger and am extremely 
appreciative of DRIVE,” he said. Wakeman said Federal 
Communications Commission data showed fewer than 200 of 1,000 
households in northern Montour County had access to high-speed 
internet in 2017. Finn, who lives in Danville, and said he gets kicked off 
the internet all the time, calling it “expensive and unreliable.” 
 
Hartman said the county’s Children and Youth Services agency 
couldn’t share information with the state. Holdren said an update the 
county made hasn’t completely fixed the issue, but Hartman said the 
new broadband service should “take care of this.” Montour County will 
have secure high-speed internet in its buildings with an upgraded 
system and it shouldn’t cost more than the county is currently paying, 
Finn said. Finn said Wakeman was able to bring together government, 
nonprofit and for-profit entities “to make this a reality” and improve 
internet capabilities.  DRIVE Board Chairman Denny Hummer said the 
system is inclusive, allowing existing and new start-ups to join. From 
early conversations about broadband, the system will be operational 
within one year, he said. – Sunbury Daily Item  
_______________________________________________________ 
Walt Disney Co. closed its $71.3 billion acquisition of the major 
entertainment assets of 21st Century Fox , the companies said, 
combining some of Hollywood’s best-known studios, characters and 
franchises as media companies look to get bigger to better compete in 
a world where shows and movies are increasingly streamed. 
 
Disney will now control Fox’s movie and television production studios, 
as well as its FX cable network, Fox Searchlight label and National 
Geographic properties. The deal, which stemmed from talks about 18 
months ago at a Los Angeles winery owned by Fox Chairman Rupert 
Murdoch, closed following approval in several foreign markets. After 
quickly getting approved by the U.S. Justice Department last year, the 
deal was slowed by the partial government shutdown earlier this year.  
 
The combined Disney-Fox entity is part of a race for scale in 
Hollywood, where having a hit movie or TV show is no longer enough. 
Studios today need a deep stable of characters and franchises to sell 
streaming subscriptions, movie tickets, toys and theme-park 
admissions.  
 
That trend has led to rapid consolidation. AT&T Inc. acquired Time 
Warner Inc., a merger the telecom giant is planning to use to pipe 
entertainment onto its phones and launch its own direct-to-consumer 
streaming service. Comcast Corp., to boost its NBCUniversal and 
Universal Pictures divisions, purchased DreamWorks Animation SKG 
Inc. in 2016. CBS Corp. and Viacom Inc. are seen as a potential 
merger this year by industry analysts. Disney will now be regarded as 
a leader in this new Hollywood, though Chief Executive Robert Iger will 
need to manage a merger of companies that will lay off thousands of 
employees and prompt tough questions about which Fox properties 
align with Disney’s family-friendly brand.  Disney’s rise has been driven 
by its acquisitions: For a combined $15.4 billion, the company has 
purchased Pixar Animation Studios, Marvel Entertainment and 
Lucasfilm Ltd. The acquisitions have put lucrative properties such as 
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“Toy Story,” “The Avengers” and “Star Wars” under the same roof as 
its storied animation studio, extending the franchise business model 
that allows Disney to exploit those characters at the box office, on toy 
shelves and at theme parks.  
 
Disney is positioning its bet on Fox—by far the biggest acquisition in 
the company’s history—as a central element of its long-term strategy. 
The rise of Netflix has forced traditional studios to look for ways to 
create direct business relationships with consumers, skipping the 
multiplex and going directly into the home. Disney has launched one 
streaming service, tied to its ESPN programming, and is planning a 
family-oriented one for later this year. To prepare for that launch, it 
already has started removing its movies and television shows from 
Netflix’s library.  
 
Disney has a considerable advantage in its streaming ventures, given 
the popularity of its well-known characters and movies. But launching a 
streaming service requires an extensive catalog of programming to 
convince consumers to pay a monthly fee, and Fox programming such 
as National Geographic documentaries is expected to launch on the 
Disney service alongside Disney shows like “High School Musical.” In 
a sign of the awkwardness of the Disney-Fox mashup, edgier Fox 
fare—such as FX shows like “American Horror Story” or “Pose” and 
movies like “Deadpool”—will appear on streaming service Hulu, over 
which Disney will assume majority control now that the deal has 
closed. However, many FX shows are on Netflix and will remain there 
for some time.  
 
Acquiring Fox’s 20th Century Fox Television Studio gives Disney one 
of the industry’s most prolific producers of content and a large library 
that includes such hits as “The Simpsons,” “The X-Files” and “Modern 
Family.” Disney has put Fox’s television team in charge of its TV 
operations, including the ABC network, its cable networks and ABC 
Studios. Peter Rice, who headed Fox’s Network Group, has been 
named chairman of Walt Disney Television, while former Fox TV 
Group Chairman Dana Walden has been named chairman of Disney 
Television Studios and ABC Entertainment. 
 
ESPN will continue to be overseen separately by President James 
Pitaro, who reports directly to Mr. Iger. It remains to be seen what will 
ultimately happen to Fox’s movie studios. Its Fox Searchlight label has 
had considerable success at the Oscars, releasing best-picture winner 
“The Shape of Water” in 2017 and nominee “The Favourite” last year, 
and as a result of the acquisition is expected to focus primarily on 
movies for the streaming services. The larger Fox studio will likely see 
its output diminish.  
 
Movie-theater owners are watching the acquisition warily, given 
Disney’s already-dominant position at the box office. Disney’s string of 
hits, including “Black Panther” and “The Incredibles 2,” gave the studio 
a 26% market share of the box office in 2018, providing Disney with 
remarkable leverage over exhibitors. Fox releases accounted for about 
9%, down from around 12% in recent years. Messrs. Iger and Murdoch 
began talking of a potential deal between their two companies in 
August 2017, according to regulatory filings. A $52.4 billion deal was 
announced that December. 
 



The proposed tie-up was quickly complicated, though, when Comcast 
Corp. made a competing $65 billion offer for the Fox assets. The 
resulting bidding war culminated with Disney’s final $71.3 billion offer 
last June. Comcast ended up winning control of Fox’s stake in Sky 
PLC. Disney and Fox shareholders approved the transaction in July.  
 
The merger is expected to result in thousands of layoffs across Fox, 
but it will also bring several high-ranking Fox executives into the 
Disney fold at a time when succession at the world’s largest 
entertainment company remains a looming question. Mr. Iger has 
postponed his own retirement five times, most recently so that he could 
see through the Fox deal and the launch of Disney’s streaming 
services.  
 
His deal now runs through December 2021, with no obvious successor 
in sight. Two internal candidates—Bob Chapek, chairman of the parks, 
experiences and products division, and Kevin Mayer, chairman of 
direct-to-consumer and international—are seen as possibilities. Mr. 
Rice, who had headed Fox’s Network Group, enters Disney as a 
candidate as well. Tea-leaf readers throughout Hollywood have noted 
Mr. Rice’s appearance with Mr. Iger at events such as the annual 
luncheon celebrating Oscar nominees. – Wall Street Journal   
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