
CABLE ACADEMY 2020 CANCELED  

 

After consultation and discussion with our member companies 

regarding the health and safety of our industry partners and supporters, 

we are canceling our 2020 Cable Academy, scheduled for May 6 & 7 at 

Kalahari Poconos Resort. This was a difficult, but necessary decision in 

light of the ongoing spread of the COVID-19 virus, and the 

overwhelming concerns and challenges linked to it. We are 

disappointed to take this action, but are convinced it is clearly the 

correct decision.   
 

For more than 30 years, Cable Academy has provided presenters, 

exhibitors and attendees a safe and secure environment to congregate 

and network with industry associates. The advice and guidelines 

presented by public health officials regarding this outbreak challenge 

our ability to deliver on those expectations.  To all registered attendees, 

we will be issuing refunds within the next few days. Any questions 

regarding your registration should be directed to Suzette Riley at 717-

214-2000.  
 

We remain committed to continuing and enhancing Cable Academy, 

and will announce details as soon as possible regarding our plans for 

2021.  Thank you very much for the privilege of serving you, and for your 

support.   
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The Broadband Cable Association of Pennsylvania (BCAP) and the 
Pennsylvania Cable & Telecommunications Foundation have opted to 
cancel their 2020 Cable Academy, scheduled for May 6-7 at Kalahari 
Poconos Resort. The event has been around for more than 30 years. While 
there are no plans to hold it this year, organizers said they will announce 
details for Cable Academy 2021 as soon as possible. – Cablefax Daily  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Comcast is offering two free months of Internet services to low-income 
customers, citing the importance of being connected during the coronavirus 

pandemic. "As schools and businesses close and families are encouraged, 
or even mandated, to stay home, Internet connectivity becomes even more 
important," said a news release from Dana Strong, Comcast president of 
consumer services.  
 
Comcast's Internet Essentials program, normally available to qualified low-
income customers for $9.95 per month will be offered free for 60 days to 
new customers, the company said. Customers are eligible to receive 
Internet Essentials if they are eligible for public assistance programs such 
as the National School Lunch program, Medicaid or SNAP and live in a 
Comcast service area. Comcast said it also is increasing Internet speeds for 
the service from 15/2 Mbps to 25/3 Mbps. Existing customers will 
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automatically receive the increased speeds, which will be rolled out 
nationally over the next few days. 
 
New customers will be sent a free self-install kit that includes a cable 
modem with a WiFi router. There will be no term contract or credit check 
and no shipping fee, the company said. To sign up for the service, visit the 
Internet Essentials website or call 1-855-846-8376 for English speakers and 
1-855-765-6995 for Spanish. -- Pennlive  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Everyone knows politics isn’t what it used to be. Lots more partisan hatred. 
Lots more stuff separating D’s and R’s. But guess what? The reason for 
division isn’t as obvious as it might seem. There’s a new criterion for 
choosing sides. It’s not based anymore on social class or income. Not 
formed through thoughtful consideration of policy options. 
 
Nope. Now it comes from everything about you. How you feel deep inside. 
How you view the world. So argues West Shore native Marc Hetherington, 
an award-winning author and political science professor at the University of 
North Carolina. His fourth book, Prius or Pickup?, co-authored with UNC 

colleague Jonathan Weiler, makes the case that America’s polarization is 
deeply-rooted and not changing anytime soon.  
 
What’s that mean? When I ask about this year’s White House race, 
Hetherington says he expects “the ugliest campaign anybody living has ever 
seen.” He recently spoke at the Rife Center in Mechanicsburg’s Bethany 
Village where his parents, Bob and Terry Hetherington, reside. A 
homecoming of sorts. Marc, 51, grew up in Lower Allen Township, 
graduated from Cedar Cliff High School, then summa cum laude from the 
University of Pittsburgh before earning a Ph.D. from the University of Texas. 

 

He was raised in a political household. His father was press secretary to 
then-Pennsylvania U.S. Sen. Hugh Scott when Scott was Senate GOP 
leader. Marc’s first job after college was as an aide to then-state Senate 
President Bob Jubelirer. Here are highlights of Heatherington’s take on 
divisions. 
 
Aside from fun data showing R’s and D’s like different foods, beers, music, 
pets and cars (hence Prius or Pickup?), the overriding marker in political 
evolution is how we see the world around us, our own worldview, our 
personal safety. Political choices, says Hetherington, used to be based on 
rifts between business and labor, free enterprise and regulation and more or 
less government spending.  
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Now such choices line up behind visceral issues related to immigration, 
race, gender equality, abortion, LGBTQ rights, and feelings of personal 
security. “Politics is about everything now. It’s in our guts, not in our head,” 
he says. (This parallels an exploration of identity politics in Ezra Kline’s new 
book, Why We’re Polarized.) Hetherington says Pennsylvania is a good 
example of moving away from class- and income-voting: “You can see it in 
working-class union areas in northeastern and western Pennsylvania that 
used to vote solid Democratic. They were not voting on world views. They 
were voting on class and income. That’s changed.”  
 
Interestingly, the book focuses on data collected around four questions that 
seem apolitical but basically decode peoples’ politics. Which quality is more 
important in a child: independence or respect for elders; obedience or self-
reliance; curiosity or good manners; being considerate or being well-
behaved? 
 
All good qualities, sure. But when forced to choose, results are 
revelatory. Those favoring independence, self-reliance, curiosity and being 
considerate tend to follow their own path, are open to change and see the 
world as generally safe. They’re called “fluid,” and comprise 32 percent of 
the population. 
 
Those choosing respect for elders, obedience, good manners and well-
behaved are wary of social change, fond of tradition, vigilant against 
potential dangers. They’re called “fixed,” 42 percent of the population. (The 
other 26 percent are a mix of fluid and fixed.) In 1992, data show 
Republicans and Democrats were no more likely to be fixed or fluid; 
worldview and party were not connected. But by 2016, Democrats, says 
Hetherington, were “far more likely” to be fluid, Republicans “far more likely 
to be fixed.” In other words, a game change. 
 
Same with animas. His book cites party-to-party hatred – the level at which 
Democrats hate Republicans and vice versa -- polled by Pew at around 10 
to 20 percent in the `80’s and `90’s, but by 2016 reached 50 
percent. “There’s a lot of hatred out there,” Heatherington says. 
 
Prospects for change? Unlikely. Hetherington says political parties and the 
national divide are so close, there’s little incentive, only risk, in change. 
Hence, for example, Bernie Sanders’ fade, Joe Biden’s rise. Plus, he notes, 
it’s easy to compromise on issues of government spending, but, “You can’t 
compromise on your world view.” Unless, I guess, we become a nation of 
garages housing both a Prius and a pickup. – John Baer’s column in 

Harrisburg Patriot-News  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Pennsylvania’s primary election is seven weeks away. The coronavirus 

pandemic is uncomfortably closer than that. With schools and 
universities sending students home, the state Capitol in Harrisburg closing 
its doors to visitors, and professional sports seasons coming to a snap 

ending, what are elections officials to do about the April 28 primary?  
 
State Rep. Kevin Boyle, a Northeast Philadelphia Democrat, wants to 
require the state to mail a ballot to every eligible voter, moving the primary 
and general elections out of polling places as much as possible. His 
proposed legislation would set aside $40 million for ballots to be sent in 
“postage prepaid, pre-addressed return envelopes.” Voters would still have 
the option to cast a ballot at a polling place. “I think this is, unfortunately, a 
once-in-a-lifetime crisis that we’re facing,” Boyle said Thursday, citing 
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projections from medical professionals on how the virus might spread. “If 
that were to unfold, you’re talking about a situation where I think it would be 
unrealistic to have in-person voting on April 28.” 
 
Boyle said he has heard support for the idea from his Democratic 
colleagues, but not from Republicans who control the state House. Mike 
Straub, spokesman for the House Republican Caucus, said “nothing specific 
is being pursued just yet related to coronavirus, but discussions are 
underway.” He added that “pursuing any particular election proposal at this 
point would be premature.” 
 
Boyle disagrees. “I think legislatively we have to move on this next week or 
the week after to have a primary in late April,” Boyle said. “If this bill doesn’t 
pass, it becomes a realistic option that we don’t have a primary on April 
28.” Boyle noted that Pennsylvania has polling places in schools, nursing 
homes, and rehab centers, all locations with potentially vulnerable 
populations. In Ohio, state election officials relocated more than 100 polling 

places from nursing homes before that state’s primary next week.  
 
New Jersey’s Division of Elections saw this coming. Sort of. The agency 
held a meeting in September to game-plan for potential election-disrupting 
events. One of the two dozen scenarios was a public health emergency 
prompted by a fictional measles outbreak. More than 400 people 
participated, with delegations from 14 states. “We are fortunate that we are 
going to have some time to prepare,” said division spokesperson Alicia 
D’Alessandro, since New Jersey’s primary isn’t until June 2. “We’re really 
grateful that we have been thinking about these types of issues and how we 
might respond.” 
New Jersey now has a working group, drawn from the division, county 
officials, and state health officials to discuss preparations for the 
primary. Burlington County Clerk Joanne Schwartz on Thursday urged 
voters to use the state’s vote-by-mail option, calling it “even more important” 
now “due to recent public health concerns.”  
 
Pennsylvania is also having “comprehensive discussions” about the 
primary, including the Department of Health, the governor’s office, the 
General Assembly, and county officials, according to Wanda Murren, a 
spokesperson for the Department of State, which oversees elections. “Our 
focus is on best ways to protect the integrity of the election while 
safeguarding public health,” said Murren, pointing voters to the state’s new 

mail-in ballot option, which does not require an excuse for not showing up at 
a polling place. Pennsylvania Republican Party spokesperson Charlie 
O’Neill on Thursday called absentee and mail-in ballots "great ways to 
ensure one’s vote is counted if concerned about heading to the polls.”  
 
State Sen. Sharif Street, vice chair of the Pennsylvania Democratic Party, 
said the immediate focus is on safeguarding election-related events. “We 
have started talking about making sure we don’t do any events that 
inadvertently accelerate the spread,” said Street, who represents 
Philadelphia. Health officials have encouraged campaign events to include 
as much space as possible — at least three feet between people, not the 
typical packed campaign rally, according to Street, who also pushed the 
“no-excuse” absentee ballot option. “Some people who don’t want to get 
out, particularly seniors, may not want to get out into public places, so for 
them absentee voting is very important,” he said. 
 
Changes are already under way. Former Vice President Joe Biden’s 

appearance at the National Constitution Center on Tuesday was a scaled-
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down, closed-to-the-public event after Biden canceled a rally in Cleveland. 
Biden will hold  a virtual town hall Friday from Illinois. Former U.S. Rep. Bob 
Brady, chairman of the city’s Democratic Party, stood in a roped-off area 
about 30 feet away from Biden on Tuesday and took note of how strange it 
was compared with normal rallies. “Everybody’s afraid to go anywhere,” 
Brady said Tuesday. “How are we going to have an election? If I’m still 
around. My God.”  
 
The Biden campaign will close all field offices and its headquarters in 
Philadelphia to the public, according to an internal campaign memo 
obtained by The Inquirer. All of Biden’s staff will work from home starting 
this weekend and the campaign will coordinate travel home for staff 
members wishing to return to their permanent residences. “Our campaign 
will continue to organize voters across the country through phone banking, 
text messaging, virtual events, and other distributed organizing models,” the 
memo read. 
 
The campaign will continue to hold smaller events like round-tables, house 
parties, and press statements, where public health officials advise they are 
permitted, as well as virtual events, like Friday’s virtual town hall. All 
fundraisers will also become virtual fundraisers. – Chris Brennan’s “Clout” 

column in Philadelphia Daily News  
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