
 

 

 

 

BCAP’s annual Cable Academy returns to the Poconos with a laser focus on 
today’s ongoing telecom advancements – and opportunities! Make plans to 
join broadband cable operators, programmers and suppliers for the 32nd 
consecutive year in Pennsylvania…where it all began.   
 

Confirm your sponsorship, registration, exhibit and Kalahari room 
reservation today (your discounted Cable Academy rate of $152 includes admission to the 

nation’s largest indoor waterpark).  
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Atlantic Broadband has introduced fiber-based symmetrical 10 Gbps service 
for its business Internet customers in western Pennsylvania, Rochester, 
New Hampshire and southern Maine. Additional deployments are planned 
this spring in the company's Belmont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, 
Maryland, Delaware and Florida service areas. 
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The 10 Gbps business services launch follows a major upgrade to Atlantic 
Broadband's transport network. "The investment by Atlantic Broadband in 
our core network means these markets are now 10 Gig ready, so 
businesses looking for the enterprise-class speed, reliability and scale of 
dedicated Internet access (DIA) or point-to-point solutions can be installed 
quickly without the need for additional network configuration work," said 
Heather McCallion, vice president of Products and Programming for Atlantic 
Broadband. "With advanced, forward-looking 10 Gig technology, we will 
meet the demanding data needs of today's businesses, while having the 
capacity to meet future needs as businesses grow.” – Broadband 

Technology Report   
_______________________________________________________ 
 
With more people working from home to avoid coronavirus, will the internet 
break? The short answer is probably not. The longer answer is that there 
will be disruptions. To protect workers and help stem the spread of Covid-
19, companies like Twitter Inc. and JPMorgan Chase & Co. are telling 
employees who can work from home to stay home. In all, 42 million 
Americans, about 29% of the U.S. workforce, are able to work from home. 
And as schools close to keep kids out of harm’s way, the pressure on home 
networks will grow. “The weak link in the chain, where the system could get 
overloaded, is going to be the home broadband network,” said Lisa Pierce, 
a network expert with Gartner. “People will hit congestion, just like a 
highway, where the speed goes from 60 miles an hour to 20.”  
 
Residences and neighborhoods served by lower bandwidth cable and 
copper-wire connections will be among the first affected. Whole families 
sharing a single Wi-Fi signal, all logging in at once to work or firing up TVs 
and tablets to stay connected and entertained, should also expect 
delays. On the whole, the big networks of fiber-optic cable that crisscross 
the country will continue to operate, hauling internet traffic between cities, 
according to U.S. phone service giants AT&T Inc. and Verizon 
Communications Inc. “As an engineer, I will tell you that we will have the 
capacity in our system that employees and customers need access to, at 
times like this,” said Jeff McElfresh, chief executive officer of AT&T 
Communications, which oversees landline, wireless and TV services. “We 
can provide the ability to work where customers need to work and help them 
continue to be productive. It’s something I’m proud of. This is something we 
do right.” 
 
The phone companies’ underlying confidence in their networks is due, in 
part, to the fact that the volume of traffic won’t necessarily change. What will 
change are the patterns. Traffic will originate less from offices with powerful 
connections and more from residential areas. Cable and phone companies 
that provide home broadband might develop bottlenecks at network nodes 
where multiple lines converge. Among the biggest network cloggers, or 
bandwidth hogs, will be popular video and social-media services, like 
Netflix, YouTube, Facetime and Skype, according to Roger Entner, an 
analyst with Recon Analytics. “Video is already 70% of all network traffic,” 
he said. “The moment you add in videoconferencing to all the shows the 
kids are watching because schools are closed, it could be a problem if 
everyone is trying to get on at the same time.” 
 
Problems are likely to range from dropped connections to slow downloads 
or loss of video feeds. These are familiar conditions in climates where snow 
days keep folks at home and can test the limits of home broadband 
capacity. They’ll vary by region and time of day, depending on traffic 
patterns, unlike single events that we all experience, for example the 
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disruptions caused by the recent launch of Walt Disney Co.’s Disney+ or 
glitches on Amazon Prime Day.  
 
Even if home connections are robust, not every company is ready to handle 
a sudden surge of employees trying to log in to the office network from 
outside. Many employers use virtual private networks, or VPNs, as secure, 
dedicated channels for remote users to access the same network they 
normally have at work. Typically businesses allocate enough network 
capacity to accommodate the everyday needs of a small number of 
employees working remotely, but a large-scale shift could cause temporary 
trouble. Adding VPN capacity could take hours or days or maybe even 
weeks for some companies, according to networking experts. 
 
Preparation can help. For a decade or more, big employers have been 
developing contingency plans and business-continuity strategies. 
Information-technology departments have developed checklists or backup 
procedures and employees have been briefed, or even participated in mock 
emergencies, to test remote connections at home or in temporary 
offices. “We’re in a far better place than we were five or 10 years ago, in 
terms of network preparedness,” Pierce said. – Bloomberg  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
February marked another turn in the fight for net neutrality, the principle that 
people — not their internet providers — should control their online 
experiences. This particular phase of the battle over the future of the 
internet illuminates how the Trump FCC’s net neutrality repeal undermines 
public safety and our national goal of universal broadband adoption. 
 
In 2015, in response to a popular and bipartisan outcry, the Obama 
administration passed commonsense net neutrality rules that prevented 
internet service providers from blocking, throttling and taking money in 
exchange for prioritizing certain types of internet traffic. That decision also 
restored the Federal Communications Commission’s legal authority over the 
broadband industry under Title II of the Communications Act. Congress 
granted the agency this authority decades earlier, but the George W. Bush-
era FCC willingly surrendered it to companies like AT&T, Comcast and 
Verizon in a blatant show of agency capture. This restored authority 
ensured that the FCC could step in if broadband providers — many of whom 
enjoy near-monopoly status — discriminate, gouge or treat people unfairly. 
 
In 2017, despite very little support beyond the Big Telecom lobby, the 
Trump FCC ignored the public’s wishes and issued a sweeping repeal of the 
Obama-era rules, including a misguided decision to cede its Title II authority 
to regulate and oversee broadband providers. As my group, Free Press 
Action, explained at the time, the FCC’s decision to take away its own 
congressionally granted authority over broadband providers has 
consequences that reach well beyond the issue of ISPs blocking or throttling 
websites. 
 
That sweeping decision also undercut the FCC’s authority to protect 
broadband customers from ISP abuses, such as privacy violations. It also 
undermined the legal foundation that supports the FCC’s broadband Lifeline 
program, the most effective federal program aimed at alleviating the high 
costs of broadband for poor people. Moreover, the repeal called into 
question a number of other important FCC functions, such as ensuring that 
ISPs protect and promote public safety. 
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In October, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit upheld portions of 
the FCC’s net neutrality repeal but ordered the agency to seek public 
comment on three of the decision’s many harms. Specifically, the court 
directed the FCC to examine how repealing its own authority under Title II 
might undermine three important public policies that protect people. 
 
The FCC on Feb. 19 began the process of inviting public comment on those 
three areas. The first issue is whether the agency has sufficient authority to 
ensure that broadband networks support public safety. The second deals 
with whether the FCC has the power to ensure that broadband is deployed 
efficiently across the country. And the third is whether the FCC has ample 
authority to support low-income Americans using a wider variety of 
broadband services, not just phone-company offerings that include voice 
service. 
 
Over the coming months, the public will have the opportunity to comment on 
these aspects of the 2017 ruling. Free Press Action will also be filing 
detailed comments in the proceeding, but our immediate thoughts are 
this: The people overwhelmingly demanded a free and open internet, and 
instead got stuck with this mess. The FCC not only repealed net neutrality, 
but, as the court has indicated, it put broadband access, affordability and 
even public safety at risk. That the court sent these critical issues back to 
the FCC for further review demonstrates that Chairman Ajit Pai’s 
interpretation of his agency’s legal authority rests on very unstable ground. 
 
The Trump FCC’s overzealous efforts to remove broadband providers from 
any obligations to protect internet users defies what Congress clearly 
intended for these critical communications services. Our national goal of 
achieving universal broadband service faces several roadblocks without the 
FCC’s Title II authority. The agency will also have difficulty upholding public 
safety if we don’t restore this crucial legal standard. These harms are 
already playing out. 
 
Feb. 25 marked the comment deadline in the Trump FCC’s ongoing Lifeline 
proceeding: The agency is once again waging war on the poor and trying to 
make it harder for poor people to access Lifeline services. And, on Feb. 27, 
the House Energy and Commerce Committee held a hearing to examine 
eight bills to improve public safety communications during natural disasters 
and other emergencies. Tied up in both of these inquiries is the question of 
whether the FCC can properly support and protect the American people 
given its decision to abandon its Title II authority. 
 
Now more than ever we need the Senate to pass the Save the Internet Act. 
The legislation, which the House of Representatives passed last year, would 
restore Net Neutrality. It would also reinstate the FCC’s authority to protect 
broadband customers and ensure that broadband is accessible and 
affordable. We also need states to step up to protect their constituents’ 
internet rights: Already four states have passed pro-net neutrality laws, and 
five more have issued executive orders saying they won’t do business with 
any company that fails to adhere to open-internet principles. And we need a 
president who will fight for Title II net neutrality and appoint FCC officials 
who are committed to the same. The stakes for ensuring that people have 
reliable access to broadband are higher than this administration will ever 
admit. – Op-ed by Jessica Gonzalez, co-CEO of Free Press Action on 

commondreams.org  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Now that Mike Bloomberg’s half-billion-dollar bet has gone bust, two 
questions remain to be answered in Pennsylvania’s political economy: Will 



the billionaire former New York mayor live up to his vow to keep the money 
flowing to assist the eventual Democratic nominee and target 
President Donald Trump? And will Bloomberg’s outsize spending be 
sustainable for future political gigs?  
 
Mustafa Rashed, one of the legion of Pennsylvania consultants drafted by 
Bloomberg, said “decisions are being made now” about maintaining 
campaign staffing in the state. “Michael Bloomberg has said all along that 
he is going to support the eventual Democratic nominee, no matter who that 
is,” Rashed said. “As of right now, that is the plan. The team is in place.” 
 
Bloomberg dropped out of the presidential race Wednesday and endorsed 
former Vice President Joe Biden. Only Sen. Bernie Sanders, who 
campaigns as much against “the billionaire class” as he does against 
Trump, has said he would reject Bloomberg’s money if he becomes the 
Democratic nominee. Aubrey Montgomery, a Philadelphia fund-raising 
consultant who worked for Sen. Amy Klobuchar’s campaign, said she was 
thrilled to have friends gainfully employed, however briefly, for Bloomberg’s 
campaign. But she doesn’t expect his pay scale — 20% to 30% or more 
above the going rate — to be repeated in 2021. “I’m happy to see political 
organizers being compensated like professionals,” she said. “I think that’s 
good for the industry. I’m sure there will be a resetting of salary expectations 
when this race is over. We won’t be able to pay people the Mike Bloomberg 
rate for municipal races next year.”  
 
There had been speculation that Bloomberg was trying to corner the market 
for consultants ahead of Pennsylvania’s April 28 primary, which could have 
left any remaining competitors in a scramble. “They have ruined the market 
in many ways, in the sense that they’re paying so much money that 
advocacy groups can’t find anyone,” one local consultant, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to preserve business relationships, told Clout just 
before Bloomberg dropped out. “It’s just killing [other] campaigns because 
they’re soaking up all the talent.”  
 
A former statewide political operative now working as a lobbyist, who also 
asked to remain anonymous, suggested Bloomberg’s enhanced pay 
included a “reputation premium” for consultants worried about working for a 
former Republican who pushed for stop-and-frisk policing and other ideas 
deeply unpopular with the Democratic base. “It’s tough in a city like 
Philadelphia, trending left for a while, to enthusiastically support a former 
Republican who fought for policies that have been devastating to 
communities in major cities,” the lobbyist said. “They recognized it is a tough 
sell, and you have to do business after that.”  
 
As far as political action committees go, Democratic Jewish Outreach 

Pennsylvania isn’t going to shatter any fund-raising records. The group, 
based in the Philadelphia suburbs, raised about $17,000 last year. And 
while it may not hold as much sway as Jim Clyburn does in South Carolina, 
the group says the presidential race is so important that it’s breaking its own 
rule prohibiting endorsements in a primary. “We think in order to defeat 
Trump, we need to solidify and unify,” said Jill Zipin, the PAC’s chairwoman. 
“We consider ourselves liberal. We consider ourselves progressive. But we 
don’t consider ourselves revolutionary. We believe that Vice President 
Biden best reflects Jewish values.”  
 
She said the PAC wanted its donors, 9,800 Facebook followers, and email 
list of 1,500 people to “know of our support.” Zipin and others founded an 
earlier iteration of the group in 2008 to counter a Republican Jewish group’s 
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attack ads against Barack Obama. It later became a political action 
committee. Powered by mostly small-dollar contributions, the group places 
ads in Jewish media and in newspapers like The Inquirer, the Morning Call 
in Allentown, and the Centre Daily Times in State College. Its events draw 
members of Congress and prominent Democrats like former Gov. Ed 
Rendell. “We take the small-dollar donations and leverage them in a very 
big way,” Zipin said. Kind of like Bernie Sanders. – Chris Brennan’s “Clout” 

column in Philadelphia Daily News  
 

 

   

 

  

 


