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The U.S. Senate passed legislation that would require the Trump 
administration to identify security threats and possible fixes within the 
equipment and software that support 5G wireless networks. The bill, passed 
Wednesday without opposition, reflects growing concerns in Congress that 
foreign countries could spy on the data that flows through U.S. telecom 
networks. Those systems are expected to become even more powerful in 
the next few years. Some U.S. officials say telecom equipment from China’s 
Huawei Technologies Co. could enable Chinese leaders to spy on 
Americans. The company has disputed those assertions. 
 
In May, President Trump declared a national emergency over security threats 
to U.S. wireless networks, and Commerce officials are working on 
regulations to quickly remove problematic equipment. Yet Wednesday’s 
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Senate vote shows that federal lawmakers believe security gaps remain and 
that they want Mr. Trump to continue focusing on threats to mobile 
networks. “As our telecommunications technology advances, we must have 
plans in place to keep it secure from foreign interference,” said Sen. John 
Cornyn (R., Texas), who introduced the bill last year.  
 
The proposal, called the Secure 5G and Beyond Act of 2019, also has 
support from tough-on-China lawmakers including Sens. Marco Rubio (R., 
Fla.), Tom Cotton (R., Ark.) and Richard Burr (R., N.C.). Democrats who 
backed it include Sens. Dianne Feinstein of California, Mark Warner of 
Virginia and Christopher Murphy of Connecticut. The bill still needs House 
approval and Mr. Trump’s signature to become law. 
 
The proposal calls for Mr. Trump to work with officials from the Federal 
Communications Commission, Commerce Department, Department of 
Homeland Security, Department of Defense, Justice Department and 
intelligence officials to come up with policies that would close security gaps 
and protect U.S. companies that lead innovation in mobile-network 
technology. The legislation would set a 180-day deadline for U.S. officials to 
give those policies, along with a list of trusted suppliers from the U.S. and 
abroad, to Congress. – Wall Street Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
AT&T has officially gone nationwide with its new AT&T TV streaming 
service. That means DirecTV and U-verse are officially old news for the 
telecom giant. To be clear, DirecTV and U-verse aren’t disappearing yet. At 
the Morgan Stanley investor conference this week, AT&T COO John 
Stankey said that his company will continue to sell DirecTV “where it has a 
rightful place in the market, places where cable broadband is not prevalent, 
oftentimes, more rural or less dense suburban areas.” In the meantime, 
AT&T confirmed to Cord Cutters News that it will no longer be accepting 
online orders for U-verse TV. However, current U-verse customers will be 
able to continue using their TV service.   
 
This usurping of AT&T’s two legacy TV distribution services by a shiny, new 
software-based video product is something that Stankey said his company 
has been telegraphing since it bought DirecTV back in 2015. “I think, back in 
July of 2015, after we closed the DirecTV transaction, we're pretty clear and 
said that at that point in time that we didn't see satellite delivery as 
necessarily a growth vehicle for entertainment moving forward. We like the 
DirecTV customer base, thought it was attractive. But we felt like the march 
needed to be to delivering entertainment over software,” said Stankey. “And 
shortly after that period of time, we made it clear that we would be 
developing a software platform that would ultimately, not only take our 
satellite base and offer them a more updated product, but be the 
replacement for the U-verse space that was already in service and give 
them the next generation of software-driven TV.” 
 
That software-driven vision originally manifested itself as DirecTV Now 
before it became AT&T TV Now, which steadily dropped subscribers 
throughout 2019. Now, AT&T TV is the future. Emily Groch, 
Comperemedia’s director of insights for telecoms, predicted earlier this year 
that U-verse (for new subscribers) and AT&T TV Now would fade away as 
AT&T puts its marketing machine behind AT&T TV and HBO Max in 
markets where it offers broadband. “According to Comperemedia and 
Pathmatics, before AT&T launched AT&T TV, nearly all the company’s 
Facebook ads for TV products featured DirecTV (less than 1% of its 
Facebook ad spend went to U-verse TV ads). The story has changed 
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drastically in the AT&T TV pilot markets since the August launch; each 
month, spending on DirecTV ads has decreased as AT&T invested more 
heavily into promoting AT&T TV on Facebook. By the end of November, 
less than 30% of AT&T’s Facebook spend for TV products went to DirecTV 
in these pilot markets, while the vast majority featured AT&T TV,” Groch 
wrote.  
 
The transition away from DirecTV and U-verse toward getting more 
subscribers onto AT&T TV will be a lengthy and complicated process, but it 
could help AT&T begin to right the ship in terms of video subscriber losses. 
The company lost approximately 4.1 million subscribers last year. However, 
the good news is that 2020 will still be bad, but not that bad. UBS analyst 
John Hodulik estimates AT&T’s video subscriber losses will total 2.8 million 
this year, equaling a rate of decline at around 14%. Stankey said that 
AT&T’s video subscriber declines will be more consistent with what is going 
on in the pay TV industry in aggregate by the time the back half of 2020 rolls 
around. 
 
With so much riding on AT&T TV, AT&T will put its all its muscle into 
marketing, developing and growing the product, leaving little left for DirecTV 
and U-verse. The two services can still hang on for years without much love 
from their parent company but eventually, they’ll likely go extinct. – Fierce 

Video  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Traditionally, the story of rural broadband in America has ended with a two-
letterword: no. No, the local cable or phone monopoly isn’t going to extend 
service to this county or that town. No, the satellite broadband that does 
reach there isn’t going to get rid of its data caps or sluggish latency. No, 
states won’t let anybody but incumbent telecom providers enter the 
market. A new report from the Pew Charitable Trusts, however, suggests 
the future might beless bleak. ‘How States Are Expanding Broadband 
Access,’ published last week by that Washington nonprofit, looks at recent 
developments in nine states and finds both reason for optimism and lessons 
to share. The first lesson among them:  
 
No one connectivity technology or funding mechanism that will bring 
broadband to the Great Unwired. “One of the key findings in our report is 
that this is a multi-faceted challenge and there is no single solution,” 
summed up Kathryn de Wit, manager of Pew’s broadband research 
initiative, in an email sent by a publicist. Put aside 5G hype; she added that 
wireless technology remains mostly a last-mile solution at the end of 
conventional wired connectivity, saying “there’s a lot of wire in wireless.” 
 
Much of the advice here could be fairly summarized as “do representative 
government right.” As in, practice the consensus-building and accountability 
methods that would figure in any playbook for a public-funded, multi-
stakeholder project. But if you establish measurable goals, have a governor 
or influential legislators champion broadband expansion, ensure that 
dedicated and visible staff oversee the program, and loop in both existing 
private actors (internet providers, electric utilities, tech firms) and local 
governments and advocates, good things can happen. Take the case of 
Minnesota, which has a goal of “border-to-border broadband” with download 
speeds of 25 megabits per second and uploads of 3 Mbps (the Federal 
Communications Commission’s definition of broadband) by 2022 and 
100/20 Mbps statewide by 2026. 
 
So far, the state has invested $85.2 million in public funding — 2019’s 
recipients include rural telephone companies and electric utilities, tribal 



governments as well as big-name telcos like CenturyLink and Charter — to 
leverage another $110.6 million in spending to get 34,000-plus households 
and 5,200 businesses online. As a result, the report says, the share of 
Minnesota households with 25/3 Mbps broadband has gone from 86% in 
2015 to 91%. And the share with 100/20 Mbps access has almost doubled, 
zooming from 39% in 2015 to 74%. 
 
The report doesn’t address how many of those households got online 
without the help of those subsidies, but notes that the state allows internet 
providers to challenge any of the grants “by demonstrating that they provide 
service or have begun construction on broadband infrastructure at speeds 
equal to or greater than the proposed project.” The catch: Before they do 
that, they have to provide a detailed map of their service area, making the 
state a little smarter for the next round of grants. The report isn’t as 
generous with details of who got connected in the other eight states it 
covers: California, Colorado, Maine, North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, 
West Virginia, and Wisconsin.  
 
Pew’s de Wit added in email that Colorado’s broadband office reported an 
increase in broadband availability from 59 to 87% over the past four years 
but agreed that data remains scarce. “Some of the efforts in states are only 
a few years old,” she said. “And many of these projects are just beginning to 
come online. ”The most direct bit of policy advice in the report — and also 
one of its bigger grounds for optimism — involves state efforts to identify 
and erase laws that impede broadband buildout by anybody but the telecom 
industry as we know it.  
 
It commends such recent state legislation as a 2015 Tennessee bill that 
allowed consumer-owned, locally accountable electric cooperatives to enter 
the internet-access business, a 2019 Colorado bill opening electric-utility 
easements to broadband infrastructure, and a 2019 Maine statute 
exempting municipalities in broadband-sparse areas from the usual fees 
required to put broadband gears on utility poles. The report doesn’t call out 
a 2019 North Carolina bill easing the way for electric co-ops, but that fits into 
the pattern, too. 
 
Conversely, Colorado has yet to repeal a law that blocks local governments 
from building municipal broadband networks unless they opt out via a 
referendum. In 2018,18 counties and towns did just that. Christoper Mitchell, 
director for community broadband networks at the Institute for Local Self-
Reliance, a nonprofit with offices in Minneapolis, Portland, Me., and 
Washington, D.C., urged students of broadband politics to pay attention to 
“the political challenges of overcoming cable and telephone company 
lobbying might.  
 
”In an email, Mitchell defined the challenge for state-level activists and 
legislators as “how to deal with the incumbents and leadership that take a 
lot of cable and telephone company money. ”But, he added, states remain 
the best place to try to solve this problem, which makes this report 
worthwhile reading for anybody hoping to be part of the solution: “It doesn’t 
seem like the federal government is going to solve broadband deployment 
anytime soon. – medium.com  

 



 

   

 

  

 


