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Pennsylvania needs a plan to fund infrastructure projects that are 
essential to the future and success of its residents, including making 
broadband internet accessible in every community, said Gov. Tom 
Wolf. 
 
During a Friday visit to Waynesburg Central Elementary School in 
Greene County, Wolf said he had the perfect backdrop to announce 
Restore Pennsylvania, an infrastructure initiative that would allow the 
state to invest $4.5 billion over the next four years to accomplish a 
number of projects, including connecting Pennsylvanians through 
widespread broadband internet expansion. “The future of Pennsylvania 
starts right here,” Wolf said to guests in attendance that included 
members of student council, staff and school board members from 
Central Greene School District. 
 
Greene County is one of the counties in the state with rural 
communities that either have limited connectivity, or in some case no 
online connection at all. The county’s residents aren’t alone, said Wolf, 
noting nearly 1 million Pennsylvanians do not have access to robust, 
reliable high-speed internet. He said that’s just not good enough. “We 
must close the digital divide to ensure every citizen has the access it 
needs to connect to the ever-expanding digital world in which we live 
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and work. Our students, parents and teachers deserve better, and we 
can provide that through Restore Pennsylvania,” Wolf said. 
 
The governor said Restore Pennsylvania would be funded by a 
“common sense severance tax” on the gas industry. The initiative also 
would fund other projects such as the removal of blight in communities, 
storm preparedness, disaster recovery and flood mitigation. “I’m tired 
of coming to these areas and saying ‘I’m sorry for your loss,’” added 
Wolf, who said he would like to be able to instead say, ‘I’m sorry for 
your loss and here’s how we can help.’” 
 
Every time Pennsylvanians purchase products produced in other 
states, they pay a severance tax, which is embedded in the cost. Wolf 
said it’s Pennsylvania’s turn to invest in the future by using a 
reasonable severance tax that could be enabled immediately by taxing 
the natural gas sector. According to Wolf, Pennsylvania remains the 
only gas-producing state in the country without a severance tax. With 
every passing year, Pennsylvania is losing out on significant 
opportunities to reinvest those funds to stimulate the economy and 
move Pennsylvania forward into the 21st century, he said. 
 
The school district supports Wolf’s initiative, which is why officials were 
pleased to be selected as the place for his announcement. “The 
Central Greene School District is proud to embrace Gov. Wolf’s 
proposal to expand high-speed internet in rural communities,” said 
Superintendent Helen McCracken.  
 
McCracken said while the district has students who are “digital natives” 
and have access to the internet 24/7, many students do not. That puts 
them at a distinct disadvantage, which educators call the “homework 
gap,” referring to students who don’t even have enough coverage to 
complete their assignments at home. “We owe our children and our 
school community broadband internet access, which should not be a 
function of who you are or where you are from; it should be a rite of 
passage to academic achievement, communication and future 
success. It’s what our students and community deserve, so that we 
may compete equally now and in the future,” she said. 
 
Through Restore Pennsylvania, grants would be available to support 
the installation of infrastructure to bring high-speed internet to every 
corner of the state, along with other initiatives funded by the $4.5 billion 
suggested investment. After the event, the governor said he believes 
there’s support for the plan on both sides of the political aisle and looks 
forward to added opportunities to explain the plan across the 
commonwealth. “One of the things I hear most often that (legislators) 
hate is unfounded mandates from my office. This is a funded non-
mandate,” Wolf said. – Washington (PA) Observer-Reporter  
_______________________________________________________ 
AT&T Inc. officially started reorganizing its WarnerMedia unit Monday 
by combining its disparate networks and entertainment businesses, an 
overhaul that is expected to lead to significant layoffs. The company 
said it hired former NBC Entertainment Chairman Robert Greenblatt to 
be chairman of a newly created unit called WarnerEntertainment and 
Direct-to-Consumer. In that role, Mr. Greenblatt will lead a new 

“networks” unit composed of HBO and Turner’s entertainment unit, as 
well as oversee content on the direct-to-consumer streaming service 
WarnerMedia plans on launching later this year.  
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Other parts of Turner are being lopped off and merged with different 
units as part of the overhaul. Turner’s sports division will be overseen 
by CNN chief Jeff Zucker, who now becomes chairman of 
WarnerMedia News and Sports, and president of CNN. Warner Bros. 
Chairman and Chief Executive Kevin Tsujihara will add oversight of 
Turner’s animation operations, which include the Cartoon Network and 
Adult Swim as well as their merchandise and licensing units. The 
combination of Turner’s animation with Warner Bros.’ DC Comics is 
aimed at the creation of a new global children programming and 
videogame behemoth. Turner Classic Movies will also be housed at 
Warner Bros. under Mr. Tsujihara. 
 
The consolidation of several units within WarnerMedia is expected to 
lead to significant staff reductions, people familiar with the matter said. 
Cutting costs and streamlining operations is crucial for AT&T, which is 
currently saddled with about $170 billion in net debt, the most of any 
nonfinancial U.S. company. After AT&T announced its plans to acquire 
Time Warner in 2016, it projected $1.5 billion in annual cost savings 
and another $1 billion in “revenue synergies.” The moves are AT&T’s 
first significant steps since it closed on its $80 billion-plus acquisition of 
Time Warner last June. Last week, in anticipation of the changes, HBO 
Chairman and Chief Executive Richard Plepler and Turner President 
David Levy announced their resignations. – Wall Street Journal; more 

from Reuters  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Facebook Inc. and its photo-sharing app Instagram sued four 
companies and three people based in China for creating and selling 
fake online accounts, likes and followers, according to a posting on the 

social media giant’s website. In the suit filed in U.S. federal court, 
Facebook seeks to bar the companies from infringing on its trademarks 
and using domain names related to Facebook, a practice known as 
cybersquatting.  
 
Paul Grewal, Facebook’s deputy general counsel of litigation, said in 
the post that the company acts forcefully to stamp out fraudulent 
behavior. “Inauthentic activity has no place on our platform,” he wrote. 
“That’s why we devote significant resources to detecting and stopping 
this behavior, including disabling millions of fake accounts every day.” 
 
The four companies, which are affiliated businesses based in Longyan 
and Shenzhen, manufacture electronics, provide software and web 
development services, and register and sell accounts for social 
networking sites, according to the complaint. They couldn’t be 
immediately reached for comment.  Facebook’s social network has 
been blocked in China since 2009, which has pushed the company to 
pursue other avenues to gain entree into the country. Chief executive 
Mark Zuckerberg, who has made China a priority, regularly turns up at 

gatherings and conferences in the country. In July, the Menlo Park, 
Calif., company said it would set up an innovation hub in Hangzhou, 
home to China’s internet giant Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. Facebook 
also inked an agreement with Chinese hardware company Xiaomi 
Corp. last year to produce a virtual reality headset only for the Chinese 
market. . – Wall Street Journal  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Despite concerns raised by initial reports, the executive director of the 
Gaming Control Board says a reinterpretation of the federal wire act 
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has not derailed the pending launch of Internet gaming in 
Pennsylvania.  
 
As state budget hearings continued, Kevin O’Toole – executive director 
of the Gaming Control Board – told lawmakers the change in stance by 
the Department of Justice means that Internet gaming operators would 
be barred by law from using existing systems in one state for gambling 
in another. “And that would be probably the biggest challenge – not so 
much of a challenge, but a modest delay – to establish an adequate 
server location within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,” he said. 
 
Gaming board officials say there is concern about how payment 
processing will be handled if it cannot be done across state 
lines. O’Toole says the licensing process is “very far along” and that 
Internet gaming should launch in Pennsylvania in late spring, or early 
summer. – KYW-AM, Philadelphia  

 

 

   

 

  

 


