
 

 

BCAP’s annual Cable Academy returns to the Poconos with a laser focus on today’s ongoing 
telecom advancements – and opportunities! Make plans to join broadband cable operators, 
programmers and suppliers for the 32nd consecutive year in Pennsylvania…where it all began.   
 

Confirm your sponsorship, registration, exhibit and Kalahari room reservation today (your 

discounted Cable Academy rate of $152 includes admission to the nation’s largest indoor waterpark).  
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e9gEhBO4K2NItWrrDe9zggtnhKSipBuBuswaULVsgF4Ov-sqmWCH5d5hsFGGBi44kDQDTFPQAhEwzoBzpYNtjroqwWwT0jXEMAmp-FfW-IGEVeKuBNfF06v92LG42vjnZZ2WTBxz_7LvWmfA-5ahQ9JZ-PJB2QIzQ0Npt5dJsAg=&c=Aw9j75AuZaIwsUVM8D8CiZdNF8WUjqB-qTcrYNb0Exwk94uB2ocmVg==&ch=fRspq86z4E-nesYyYkdc9ZKTH0NhRrReZHpX3XqtaPCiZ-rabDtZYg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e9gEhBO4K2NItWrrDe9zggtnhKSipBuBuswaULVsgF4Ov-sqmWCH5d5hsFGGBi44CJuKl2MFNsGm_goP5Pn9H6Y1NrxQ9rH03AbbzM3vXSV5pX4jJRVuRjnUATRrGNFEA_1MDzBQq1stJlYqAmiTrO9u36-gmDLRslLGUhfJatM=&c=Aw9j75AuZaIwsUVM8D8CiZdNF8WUjqB-qTcrYNb0Exwk94uB2ocmVg==&ch=fRspq86z4E-nesYyYkdc9ZKTH0NhRrReZHpX3XqtaPCiZ-rabDtZYg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e9gEhBO4K2NItWrrDe9zggtnhKSipBuBuswaULVsgF4Ov-sqmWCH5d5hsFGGBi44uRqF_WeIL4df80ZQ8a3W5hAUvzs3_2WaAg4Toqny1vJ3CkopGmZjJtM1lFoM3EILwYcSXbnVAIfFnlSLgG8F4qkCe3HkTR5K-tm7r_i1Oyk=&c=Aw9j75AuZaIwsUVM8D8CiZdNF8WUjqB-qTcrYNb0Exwk94uB2ocmVg==&ch=fRspq86z4E-nesYyYkdc9ZKTH0NhRrReZHpX3XqtaPCiZ-rabDtZYg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e9gEhBO4K2NItWrrDe9zggtnhKSipBuBuswaULVsgF4Ov-sqmWCH5SLq4zZG1ai0WDChx9HrQy2uyifJUMxylQXY5G5wyb4ppgPebIiZj8rEL_6q0LtrKon3GJESHspADSB0HjcbVg6mkIqsG20vJvYVNh3xO3hsSoWTviIBarie3PZp7lNpGoBbQHYmvczDKkmwWD-lHjg=&c=Aw9j75AuZaIwsUVM8D8CiZdNF8WUjqB-qTcrYNb0Exwk94uB2ocmVg==&ch=fRspq86z4E-nesYyYkdc9ZKTH0NhRrReZHpX3XqtaPCiZ-rabDtZYg==
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Reuters  

Comcast said Tuesday that it has acquired Xumo, a free, ad-supported 
streaming service previously owned by Panasonic and Meredith Corp., the 
parent company of Myspace. Xumo, based in Irvine, Calif., offers live and 
on-demand news, sports, and entertainment from 190 channels, including 
content from A&E, NBC News, and Fox Sports. The app is available on 
major smart TV brands including Philips and Vizio, as well as on Amazon’s 
Fire TV, Apple’s iPhone and iPad, and Roku devices. Neither Comcast nor 
Xumo disclosed the financial terms of the deal. 
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Started in 2011, Xumo is part of a wave of ad-supported streaming service 
that offer free or cheaper alternatives to video streaming subscriptions such 
as Netflix and Amazon Prime Video. Media giants have been either 
snapping up or looking to buy streaming services as consumers ditch 
traditional pay TV for online video streaming. More than six million 
households cut the cord in 2019 alone, according to estimates from the New 
York analyst firm MoffettNathanson. 
 
About a year go, Viacom paid $340 million for a similar service called Pluto 

TV, which had 22 million monthly users. This week, the Wall Street 
Journal reported that Fox is reportedly interested in buying the streaming 

service Tubi, with about 22 million monthly users, in a deal that could be 
valued at more than $500 million. NBCUniversal is reportedly in talks to 

acquire the video business Vudu from Walmart. Xumo, which had 5.5 million 
monthly users as of last spring, will continue to operate as an independent 
business within the Comcast Cable division.   
 
“The talented team at Xumo has created a successful, growing, and best-in-
class set of streaming capabilities,” Comcast said in a statement. “We are 
excited for this team to join Comcast and look forward to supporting them as 
they continue to innovate and develop their offerings.” The deal comes just 
months ahead of NBCUniversal’s launch of its own streaming service, called 
Peacock, which will offer a free, ad-supported version as well as a paid tier 
without commercials. Peacock, which will include thousands of hours of 
content, will be available to Xfinity customers on April 15, with the service 
set to launch nationwide July 15. – Philadelphia Inquirer  
____________________________________________________ 
 
Univision Communications Inc. agreed to sell a majority stake to a bidding 
group that includes former Viacom finance chief Wade Davis and private-
equity firm Searchlight Capital Partners, ending a long period of uncertainty 
over the fate of the Spanish-language broadcaster. 
 
The bidding group paid about $526 million for the 64% stake in Univision, 
implying an equity valuation of about $821 million, according to people 
familiar with the matter. That represents a dramatic discount to Univision’s 
equity valuation of more than $10 billion when a consortium of private-equity 
firms took it private in 2007. Mexican media company Grupo Televisa will 
retain around a 36% holding. 
 
Mr. Davis will become Univision’s chief executive when the deal closes, 
expected later this year, the companies said. The Wall Street Journal 
reported this month that Univision was in exclusive sale talks with a bidding 
group led by Mr. Davis. The deal ends more than a decade under 
Univision’s current ownership group, which includes billionaire Haim 
Saban’s Saban Capital Group and private-equity firms Providence Equity 
Partners, Madison Dearborn Partners, TPG and Thomas H. Lee Partners. 
The group bought Univision on the eve of the financial crisis, and the deal 
became a prime example of the risks of highly leveraged buyouts.  
 
As the broadcaster struggled with competition in Spanish-language 
television and the onset of cable-TV cord-cutting, the investor group 
attempted on various occasions over several years to explore selling the 
company or taking it public. All the while it struggled with a hefty debt load 
from the buyout. “I’ve been in this industry for a long time,” Mr. Davis said in 
an interview Tuesday. “I’ve helped navigate Viacom through a turnaround 
and growth. And I can confidently say that Univision is the most attractive 
business in the media today.”  
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Mr. Davis, who helped position Viacom for its merger with sister company 
CBS last year, will face several challenges when he takes over. Univision 
doesn’t have a video-streaming service that can compete with its larger 
rivals, and it has a formidable competitor in Comcast Corp. ’s Telemundo 
network. Meanwhile, viewers are cutting the cable cord faster than ever, and 
second- and third-generation Hispanic-Americans are tuning into English-
language shows at a higher rate than their predecessors.  
 
Despite those trends, Mr. Davis is bullish on Univision, calling the company 
“an incredibly powerful platform from the standpoint of its audience.” Mr. 
Davis said that his plans for the company include developing a direct-to-
consumer streaming service that could feature some combination of the 
company’s entertainment, sports and news programming. He didn’t say 
whether the service would be supported by advertising or subscriptions, 
adding that the company’s management team would make those decisions 
together. 
 
Mr. Davis said the company doesn’t have any looming channel-carriage 
renegotiations with pay-TV companies on the horizon, which he said means 
that a large portion of its revenue is locked in for years. Sports rights, 
particularly soccer, will continue to be an important part of Univision’s 
programming mix, Mr. Davis added. Under the terms of the deal, Televisa’s 
program-license agreement with Univision—which provides exclusive U.S. 
broadcast and digital rights to Spanish-language programming—won’t 
expire unless Televisa sells a significant portion of its stake, the companies 
said. 
 
As Viacom’s chief financial officer for more than a decade, Mr. Davis was 
part of the management team in place during the steep decline of that 
media giant, owner of such networks as MTV and Nickelodeon. A person 
close to Mr. Davis said that he didn’t have operational control of the 
company until 2016, when Bob Bakish became chief executive and 
empowered him to make changes. Mr. Davis eventually took on duties akin 
to those of a de facto chief operating officer. He oversaw Viacom’s 
advertising-supported streaming service PlutoTV and developed Viacom’s 
advanced marketing solutions unit, a division that sells targeted TV and 
digital-video ads. That unit was a bright spot for Viacom amid a difficult 
environment for legacy TV revenue. 
 
Mr. Davis left Viacom at the end of last year after the company completed 

the CBS merger to form ViacomCBS Inc. Searchlight was founded in 2010 
by Erol Uzumeri, Oliver Haarmann and Eric Zinterhofer. The firm has 
invested in Spanish-language media such as Hemisphere Media and Liberty 
Latin America, a telecommunications company with operations in Chile and 
Puerto Rico that is affiliated with media mogul John Malone. In a note to 
staff, outgoing Univision Chief Executive Vince Sadusky said he planned to 
create a “smooth and seamless transition.” “This positive outcome is in large 
part thanks to all your hard work,” Mr. Sadusky wrote. “As a team, we have 
transformed Univision to be strategically, operationally and financially 
stronger than it has been in years.” – Wall Street Journal  
____________________________________________________ 
 
To say there is a lot of hype around 5G is probably an understatement. 
Verizon and T-Mobile spent an estimated $22 million on Super Bowl ads to 
tell us all about it. In one commercial, Verizon said it would allow firefighters 
to see through smoke and doctors to communicate with ambulances in real 
time. Actor Anthony Anderson touted the supremacy of T-Mobile's 5G 
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network to his mother, who ground-truths the matter by going from the pie 
shop to the park to ultimately the club.  
 
What gets left out of the conversation is that 5G will likely be rolled out the 
same way as in technologies past — predominantly in wealthier areas. 5G 
will bring the next generation of wireless technology to cities across Texas, 
but advocates argue it will bring the fifth generation of digital inequality to 
low-income and rural areas. "I don't know how any of us can think that 5G 
will be different, that the ISPs will make different decisions than they did with 
previous technologies," said Angela Siefer, executive director of the 
National Digital Inclusion Alliance, a nonprofit that advocates for connecting 
low-income and disconnected communities. "We know that AT&T digitally 
redlined. We know they skipped low-income neighborhoods when they were 
rolling out their faster DSL because of the data they gave to the FCC," 
Siefer said. 
 
Unlike in banking, digital redlining — or not investing in low-income and 
minority communities — is not illegal. AT&T has denied that it redlines, and 
in a response to a 2017 FCC complaint in Cleveland, company officials told 
Broadcastingcable.com that AT&T's "commitment to diversity and inclusion 
is unparalleled" and its decisions are based on "cost and demand forecast 
modeling." Many would argue that companies putting infrastructure where 
people can afford to upgrade are doing what makes the most money. 

 

As a result, 5G won't close the digital divide, Siefer said. In fact, because it 
will speed the obsolescence of technology low-income people can afford, it 
will likely make it worse. One in four San Antonio homes don't have fixed 
Internet, but we don't know where those homes are. Thomas Guerra was 
working to document the city's digital divide at a West Side payment center 
for the local utility. With a bag of candy and some novelty sticky hand toys, 
he tries to convince residents dropping off their electricity bills. "Good 
morning sir, do you have a couple minutes? We'd really appreciate your 
time," he said to one passing man. He was pleasant despite each rebuff.  
 
The surrounding ZIP code has a median income of $28,000, and nearly 
one-third of its residents are in poverty, according to the census. This 
survey will be turned into a map of city districts, showing where in San 
Antonio the divide exists. Right now, the only data is from the Federal 
Communications Commission. Critics have called FCC data unreliable as it 
is self-reported by providers and isn't granular enough — being presented in 
census tracts. 
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City staff members hope they can persuade providers to build access into 
some of these areas when they can show how bad it is. "I'm going to give 
you the tool sets and resources that you need to make the right decision. 
I'm going to put it on you to make that decision moving forward," said Brian 
Dillard, San Antonio chief innovation officer. "That's all the leeway I 
have." The power to do anything other than entice through streamlining or 
cajoling is pretty much all cities have left.  "The way the regulatory structure 
exists today at the federal, state and local level, we're largely reliant, almost 
entirely reliant, on carrots instead of sticks," said Ron Nirenberg, mayor of 
San Antonio. 
 
5G requires a lot more connection points than 4G. Exponentially more. And 
they can't just put them on a big tower. They have to spread a dense 
network of what are called small-cell nodes across the area. Telecoms want 
to put thousands of them in city rights of way and on city-owned poles. San 
Antonio saw a 242% increase in small-cell permits in 2018-2019. That 
would have given cities a lot of leverage — leverage some cities wanted to 
use to close the digital gap. "McAllen was offering a substantial discount on 
the rental rates if the providers would place any type of Wi-Fi hot spot — it 
doesn't even have to be 5G, just some kind of Internet connectivity — to 
those lower-income areas," said Austin Stevenson with the city of McAllen. 
 
But then the state Legislature changed the rules in 2017. It capped fees to 
between 10 and 25% of their market value — or what had already been 
negotiated. According to multiple cities, the Legislature made it nearly 
impossible for cities to not approve a permit request. Talks between 
providers and McAllen broke down. They said they made the changes to 
speed the rollout of the technology, but Harold Feld with the advocacy 
organization Public Knowledge says speed isn't always important. "If we 
made deployment fairer rather than faster, we'd still get there in plenty of 
time, and we'd have a lot fewer people on the wrong side of the digital 
divide," said Feld. The chances that 5G would bridge the digital divide were 
already slim. With regulatory changes, advocates say it's nearly impossible. 
– Texas Public Radio  
____________________________________________________ 
 
Facebook Inc said on Wednesday it would ban advertisements referring to 
any cures or prevention around the coronavirus outbreak, and those that 
create a sense of urgency around the situation. The coronavirus disease, 
believed to have originated in the Chinese city of Wuhan late last year, has 
killed more than 2,700 people. The announcement by the social-media giant 
comes as it faces increasing regulatory scrutiny over the type of content 
posted on its platform, specifically items reflecting extreme ideologies and 
fake news. Last month, Facebook said that it would remove content about 
the virus “with false claims or conspiracy theories that have been flagged by 
leading global health organizations and local health authorities”, joining 
companies like TikTok and Pinterest. – Reuters    

 

 

   

 

  

 


